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PART u.. e 


The Second Book Eee incſuding the Firſt Book 


of CHRONICLES; and nne * e of 49 
Years, 


LTHOUGH batte ſlain, and three of lis feng | 
with him; , yet he had another fon living, whoſe_ 
name was Iſhboſheth, and a valiant general, named Abner :+ 
and whom the people would ſet up for king; was very un- 
certain. David, therefore, being yet at iklag, and not 
knowing whether he might venture into any of the eities 
of Judah ;. that. he might act ſafely, ha aving the prieft and 
the ephod with him, he inquired of the Lord ; and the Lord 
dirocting him to go to Hebron, he went thither, taking with 
him. his two wives Ahinoam and Abigail, and all his men, 
whom he placed every man with his uſhold in thy cies 
of Hebron. 

Long he had not been in Hebron before the men of Jus 
de came =: orga. return, and to offer him ts 


L A. M. 2949. 8 + » . . | 
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2 S$SACRED HISTORY. part III. 


crown. And before they left him, they anointed him king 
over Judah; which was as far as they could go. 55 

David underſtanding by them, that the men of Jabeſh- 
Gilead had buried Saul, he ſent meſſengers to them; and 
together with giving them thanks for performing that kind 
office to his father in-law, he took occaſion to let them 
know, that he was now king of Judah, and would requite 
that kindneſs to them ; which was a fair invitation to them 
alſo to proclaim him king there. | 

But Abner, who was general of all the forces that had 
been Saul's, took Iſhboſheth, the ſon of Saul, who was then 
fofty years of age; and bringing him to Mabanaim (which 
was the place where Jacob, returning from Laban, was met 
by the angels of God, Gen. xxxii. 1, 2.) he made him king 
over all Iſrael. xt ; 
Thus was this new kingdom quickly divided, Judah fol- 

lowing David, and Iſrael flicking to Saul's ſon Iſhboſheth. 
But this rent, being but of man's making, laſted not long, 
ere God found means to make it up again. 

Yet, in the mean time, ſome bickerings happened be- 
tween the forces of theſe rival kings; for Abner, drawing 
out king Iſhboſheth's forces, marched them from Mahanaim 
to. Gibeon ; which Joab, captain-general of king David's 
forces (and ſon to Zeruiahb, David's fiſter) underſtanding, 
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he alſo led forth David's men: and at the pool of Gibeon. 


the two armies meeting, ſat down in fight of one another, 
having the pool between them. 


* 


1 - - Afzer a while, Abner provoked Joab to ſend forth a party 
0 ſeirmiſh; which Joab agreeing to, twelve of a fide iſſued 


forth of each camp: theſe fighting not in bodies, but ſingle - 
. Iranded, man to man, every. one caught his fellow by the 
head, and thruſting each other through the body, they all 
fell down together. From which bold and reſolute action, 
that place was called Helkata Hazzurim, that is, The field 
of ſtrong men. VN © 12 
This deſperate reſolution of theſe forlorn hopes, ſo heated 
the ſpirits of the ſoldiers on either fide, that, the armies 
preſently joining, a ſharp battle was fought between them; 
wherein David's men at length prevailing, Abner was beaten 
and forced to fly. 8 4 
Ihboſheth's men thus routed, Aſahel (Joab's younger bro- 
ther, a very nimble · footed youth) in the purſuit took after 
3 ee Sam. is MEND 
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to eſcape: 
with many others, purſued Abner alſo; yet when they came 
to the place where Aſahel lay dead, they all ſtood fall: fo” 
that Abner got time to rally what he could of his ſcat- 
tered forces, and having drawn them up together into one 
troop, made a ſtand with them on the top of an hill.“ 
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Abner, and followed him fo cloſe, that Abner finding he 
could not eſcape him by running, turned again, and made 


a ſtand, to ſee what he was that followed him ſo hard; and 


obſerving him to be but a youth, and underſtanding withat 
that he was Joab's brother, he wiſhed him to give aver 
purſuing” him, and take ſome other priſoner for his prey 
but Aſahel would not turn aſide from following him. 
Abner went a little further; but finding that Aſahel fil 
preſſed upon him, he ſpake to him again, defiring him to 
turn from him and leave him: For why, ſaid he, ſhouldit 
thou provoke me to kill thee ? And how ſhall I look upom 
thy brother Joab when I have done it?? Os 

But young Aſahel, ambitious of the honour of taking che 
general priſoner, would by no intreaty be perſuaded to leave 


him, but ſtill preſſed harder on him; which when Abner: 


ſaw, and that unleſs he would be his priſoner, there was 
no way but to kill or be killed, he ſmote him with the 


| hinder end of his ſpear under the fifth rib, fo that the ſpear 


came out behind him, and down he fell dead in the place. 
His _ and lying there gave opportunity. to Abner* 
for though Joab and Abiſhai (his other brother) 


Then ſounding a parley,. he called to Joab,' and putting” 
him in mind that they were all brethren, both by nation 
and religion, he aſked him if he intended the ſword. ſhould: 
devour for ever, and did not conſider that it would be bit- 


terneſs in the latter end, that he was ſo backward to ſound 


a retreat. Whereupon Joab, letting him know that the people” 
(if he had not ſpoken) would have given over the purſuit 
in the morning, ſounded a retreat; and fo Abner with his 


men travelling all night through the plain and over Jordan, 
got back to Mahanaim ; and Joab with his men marching” 


all night alſo, reached Hebron by break of day, And al- 
though they had fought ſo fiercely, yet the number of the: 
ſlain was not great on either fide ; for Abner loſt but three 


hundred and ſixty men, and Joab but nineteen, beſide his-- 
brother Aſahel., : . . | 77 . 


LEY 
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4 SACRED HISTOR'Y:. Part II. 
- But though they parted thus now, yet hoſtilities did not 
ecaſe between the two kings and their ſubjects; for the war 
continaed long between the two houſes “: wherein though 
Abner ſtrengthened himſelf as much as he could for the 
houſe of Saul; yet the houſe of David grew ſtronger and 
#0} r, and the houſe of Saul grew weaker and weaker. 
5 And yet Iſhboſheth might probably have held it out longer, 
ö had it not been for an accident which his own indiſcre- 
U tion brought upon him; by which he loſt Abner from his 
4 _ and with him all ſtrength and courage. It hap- 
ET pened us: 18 n 5 
bi Saul had a concubine whofe name was Rizpah, whom' 
* Iſhboſheth charged Abner with having lain with. Abner, a 
1 man of high ſtomach, took this for a great affront; and 


in high diſpleaſure faid to king Iſhboſheth, Am I a dog's 
*;head (that is, Am I as contemptible with thee as a dog) 
I who have ſhewed thus much kindneſs unto the houſe 
| © of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, 
# < againſt Judah, and have not delivered thee into the hand- 
} | ©: of David, that thou chargeſt me with a fault concerning 
x 

| 


this woman? 80 do God to Abner, and more alſo, ex- 
<.cept as the Lord hath ſworn to David, even ſo I do to 
him; to tranflate the kingdom from the houſe of Saul, and 
to ſet up the throne of David over Iſrael and over Judah, 
from one end of the land to the other.” 

Whether the charge was true or no, Iſhboſheth, a poor 
low-ſpirited prince, was ſo ſtruck with this lofty language 
of - Abner, that he could not anſwer him a word. And 
Abner, being in good earneſt, ſent agents to David, to tranſact 
the matter on his behalf; giving them in charge to acknow- 
ledge David's title, and to aſſure him, that if he would 
make a league with him, he would uſe his intereſt to bring 
over all Ifrael to him. EW 

David conſented on thoſe terms to make ſuch a league 
with him. But one thing he required of him previous there- 
unto ; which was, that he ſhould bring with him his wife 
Michal, the daughter of Saul: otherwiſe, he let him know 
he would not ſo much as ſee him. | 

David ſent alſo. ambaſſadors to Iſhboſheth, to demand of 
him his wife Michal. Whereupon Iſhboſheth ſent and took 
her from her huſband Phaltiel, and ſent her to David; the 
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Partf.. SACRED HISTORY. 5 
poor man her huſband following her weeping as far as to 
Bahurim, where Abner meeting with him turned him back. 
Abner meanwhile praRiſed with the elders of Ifrael, to 
bring them over to David; thus diſcourſing with them, Ve 
.© ſought for David in times pat to be king over you. Now, 
© therefore, ſeeing David is the man, by whom the Lord 
* harh ſaid, he will fave his people Iſrael out of the hand of 
* the Philiſtines, and from all their enemies, purſue your for- 
< mer deſire, and make him your king.“ | 1 
Neither did he tamper only with the Iſraelites in ge- 
neral; but particularly with the elders of Benjamin, Who 
were more immediately concerned for the houſe of Saul, 
And when he found he had gained his point upon them, 


he then went to Hebron, taking only twenty men with him, 


and preſented himſelf to David. 
David received Abner and his men courteoully : and to 
ſhew the regard he had to him, he made a feaſt for them; 
after which, Abner taking his leave of David, told him, 
He would go and gather all Iſrael to him, that they might 
© make a league with him; and that he might reign over 
them all, according to his heart's defire. ; 
Abner was but newly gone from Hebron, when Joab (Da- 
vid's general, who, during the time that Abner had been 
with David, had been out with a party upon an expedition: 


againſt the Philiſtipes) returned with a great ſpoil to Hebron; 


and being quickly told, by ſome of his creatures, that Abner 
had been there, and that the king had received and enter- 
tained him kindly, and diſmiſſed him peaceably, he was 
much diſturbed at it: for Joab hated Abner for more cauſes 
than one; not only becauſe he had flain his brother Aſahel; 
but for that he doubted, if Abner ſhould bring over Iſrael 
to David, and by that means ingratiate himſelf with the 


king, he himſelf might be in danger of being ſupplanted- - 


by him: for Abner was a man of great courage and con- 
duct, and had withal great intereſt in the people: ERIE 

Joab therefore haſtening to king David, in a rough and 
ſoldierly manner, aſked him, What he had done? It ſeems, 


« {aid he, Abner came unto: thee ; how is it that thou haſt 


* ſent him away, and he is quite gone?“ Then ſuggeſting. 
to David, that Abner came only as a ſpy, to ſee his ſtrength, 


and obſerve the. ſtate of his affairs, that he might deceive 
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6 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 
him; he. went out from David, and ſent meſſengers after 
Abner to bring him back again (as if David had ſomething 
further to fay to him) ; whereas David knew nothing of it. 

_ Abner thinking no harm, nor ſuſpecting any danger, re- 
turned ; and as as. he was come to Hebron,. Joab, who 
 Waited for that purpoſe, took him aſide in the gate in a 
Mew of friendſhip, and under pretence of ſome private bu- 
fineſs, there baſely ſtabbed him to death; pretending that 

> did it in revenge of the death of Afahel his brother, 
whom Abner in his own defence had ſlain in battle. 

When David heard of this barbarous murder he cried 
out, I and my kingdom are guiltleſs before the Lord for 
* ever, from the blood of Abner. Let it reſt on the head 
© of „ and of all his father's houſe: and let the houſe 
* of Joab never be without one that hath an iſſue, or that 
2 is à leper, (and ſo is legally unclean) or that through 
5 On or infirmity leaneth upon a ſtaff, or that wanteth 

__ © bread,” | | | | 
Then commanding Joab and all the people that were 
with him to rend their clothes, and girding themſelves with 
fackcloth to mourn before Abner, king David himſelf fol- 
lowing the bier, they buried Abner in Hebron. At which 

e king, lifting up his voice, wept at the grave of Abner, 
2 all the people wept alſo: but the king more eſpecially 


ented over Abner, ſaying, Died Abner as a fool dieth! _ 


* 'Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters ; 
© but as a man falleth before wicked men, fo felleſt thou: 
ard with that all the people wept again over him. And 
when (according to the cuſtom they then had of feaſting 
at burials) ey came to invite David to eat, he utterly 
refuſed, ſolemnly binding himſelf not to taſte of any food 
until the ſun was ſet. * | Rs | bp 
This carriage of David's the e e took great notice 
of; and (as ey groerally liked what he did) they, were 
much pleaſed with this: for from hence all concluded that Da- 
vid was rot conſenting, nor any way privy to Abner's death. 
Eut to his domeſtick ſervants the king complained more 
particularly ; and bewailing his own — ſaid, Know 
« ye not that a prince, and a great man, is fallen this 
„day in Iſrael? And I, though anointed king, am yet but 
« weak, and not well ſettled in my kingdom: and theſe 


* 2 Sam, iii. 
fe? men, 


Part III. 8 ACRED 116 7 0 1 v. 3 
men, the ſons of Zerulah, to wit, Joab-and Abiſhai'3- (fot 
. Abiſhar alſo was in the plot againſt Abner, 2 Sam. iii. 
zo.) are too hard for. me. Therefore I cannot nom call 
them to account for it; but muſt leave them to the Lord, 
who will reward the doer of evil according to his-wickedneſs: 
And, indeed, beſides the baſeneſs of this murder, which 
fach a man as David could not but abhor, he had great cauſe 
to lament this untimely death of Abner, with rüpect to his 
own affairs: for it robbed him of a moſt ſerviceable and 
beneficial friend, broke all the meaſures they had taken for 
uniting the two kingdoms, and was likely to endanger” his 
loſing the Ifraclitiſh crown, had Ichboſbeth, who then wore 
it, lived longer. | 
But this murder of Aber was followed. by another, not 
les treacherous nor inhuman. For I{hboſheth; Saul's fon 
(whom Abner had ſet upon the throne of Ifrael) was greatly 
dejected, and even diſpirited, when he heard of Abner's 
death; and the Iſraelites in general were much troubled for 
the loſs of their captai-general.: ſo that Iſhboſheth their 
king was little regarded, and leſs guarded. | 
This gave encouragement to two ruffians to conſp ire his | 
death; to which they might probably be the more em 
boldened, from a confideration, that of Saul's legitimate 
flock there was none left who were in a condition to re- 
venge his death upon them For Mephiboſheth, Jonathan's 
ſon, was but a child of feven years old, and lame too of 
his feet, by a fall which his nurſe let him take when ſhe 


fled in hafte with him, upon the report that his father and 


grandfather were lain. 


Theſe two regicides, whoſe names were Baanah and 
Rechab, were brothers, ſons of Rimmon a Beerothite, be- 
longing to Benjamin, and were captains of bands; but ſome 
think of rovers; that lived by ſpoil and pillage. Theſe 
coming to Iſhboſheth's houſe, about the middle of the day, 
under pretence of fetching wheat (ſo little odds, it ſeems, 
there was between the palace and the granary) went directly 
into his bed- chamber; where finding the 12 — lying on a 
bed, becauſe it was the heat of the = they ſlew him, ane 
cut off his head, in the ſecond year of his reigh. + Then, 
taking the head with them, they went out again undif- 
covered, and travelled all night through the plain toward 


# 2 Sam. iv. + A. M. 295t, 
| Hebron ; 
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of the murdered king's head, ſaid to theſe bloody regicides, 
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Hebron: conceiving high hopes that they ſhould be wel- | 
come gueſts to David, bringing with them ſuch a preſent. 


In expectation whereof, being come to Hebron, they pre- 


ſented the head to David, with this ſhott ſpeech; «© Behold 
the head of Iſhboſheth, the ſon of Saul thine enemy, which 
* ſought thy life: and the Lord hath avenged my lord the 


king this day of Saul, and of his ſeed.” 


But David, filled with horror and indignation at the ſight 


As the Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my ſoul out of 
« all adverſity, when one came and brought me tidings 


_ © of Saul's death, ſuppoſing he had brought me acceptable 


news; nay, and brought me alſo the crown and bracelet 
* which Saul wore, expecting I would have given him a 
© reward; yet, when I underſtood by him, that he had a 
'« hand in his death, I cauſed him to be ſeized on, and 
„ ſlain in Ziklag. How much more then, when ſuch wicked 
men as ye are, have ſlain a righteous perſon (one that 


had done you no wrong) in his own houſe (where he ought 


© to have been ſafe) and upon his bed (where he could not 
defend himſelf)? Shall I not therefore now require his 
blood of your hand, and cut you off from the earth?“ ®* 
Then commanding his guards to fall upon them, they flew 
them; and having cut off their hands and feet, hanged them 
up over the pool in Hebron: but the head of Iſhboſheth 
they buried in the ſepulchre of Abner in Hebron. | 
This murder of Iſhboſheth made way for the uniting the 
kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah into one again. + For upon 
his death, all the tribes of Iſrael (that is, the elders, or 
heads of the tribes) came unto David at Hebroa ; and having, 
as an introduction, told him, they were of his bone and fleſh ; 
:and in times paſt, even when Saul was their king, he was 
their captain that led” them out and in; and that it was 
of him that the Lord had ſaid, Thou ſhalt feed my people 
©. [ſracl; and ſhalt be a captain over them;* David there- 
upon making a league with them, they anointed him king 
over Iſrael, and at Hebron they were feaſted three days 
together. 1 

David had lived now about two years in Hebron, and 
-five years more he lived there: for he is ſaid to have 
reigned ſeven years in Hebron. And having now the united 


2 fam, iv, + 2 Sam. v. 
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forces of Iſrael and Judah under his command, he led forth 
his men to Jeruſalem, againſt the Jebuſites, the inhabitants 
of the land; who, truſting too much to the ſtrength of 
the place, told David in deriſion, Except he took away 
© the blind and the lame, he ſhould not come in thither:* 
Implying, the place was ſo ſtrong, that if there were none 
but blind and lame to defend it; he with all his forces could 
not take it, : D THIER 
David, reſolving to correct their inſolence, caufed pro- 
elamation to be made, that whoſoever ſhould ſcale the fort, 
by getting up into the gutter, and ſhould ſmite the Jeba- 


' fites with their lame and their blind, who had made them 


ſelves hateful to David, he ſhould be captain- general of all 
— — TEK, © | 

This Joab, David's ſiſter's ſan, who had command be- 
fore of the forces of Judah, performed. By which means 
David took the ſtrong hold of Zion, in which he afterwards 
dwelt : and when he had built it round about from Millo 
(or +. "3 Weir and inward, it was called, The city of 

4 Da 4 .Þ . | ” : . 

Now began David's affairs to proſper, and bis fame to 
ſpread : for the Lord God of Hoſts was with him; and he 
perceived that the Lord had eſtabliſhed him king over lfrael: 
Which his neighbours alfo took notice of: and thereupon 
Hiram, King of Tyre, ſent ambaſſadors to David, t con- 
gratulate his acceſſion to the crown, and to make him . 
preſent of cedar trees, and workmen to build him à palace. 
On the other hand, when the Philiſtines heard that che 
Iſraelites had anointed David for their king, they came up 
to ſeek him, ſpreading themſelves in the valley of Rephaim; 
whereupon David went down to the hold. But before he 
would go forth againſt them, he inquired of the Lord i 
he ſhould go, and if the Lord would deliver them into his 
hand? And the Lord bidding him go, and aſſuring him 
that he would deliver them to him, he marched forth againft 
them, and ſmote them, and put them to the rout: fa that 
they fled, and for haſte left their images behind them, which 
David and his men burnt. The place where this battle 
was fought, David called Baal-perazim, that is, The plain 
of breaches, or diviſions ; giving this reaſon for the name, 
The Lord hath broken forth upon mine enemies before 
6 me, as the breach of waters.“ 
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© SACRED'HISTORY, part IIr. 
Vet long it was not ere the Philiſtines, having levied 


new forces, came up again; and ſpreading themſelves in the 


valley of Rephaim, offered David battle. 

David would not preſume upon his late ſucceſs; but in- 
quired of the Lord again. And now the Lord commanded . 
him not to go up, that is, directly to engage them; but 
fetch a compaſs behind them, and come upon them over- 
againſt the mulberry-trees : and when he ſhould hear the 
ſound of a going in the tops of the mulberry-trees, then 
he ſhould beitir himſelf; for then the Lord would go out 


before him, to ſmite the hoſt of the Philiſtines. And Da- 
vid doing ſo, as the Lord had commanded him, he ſmote 
the Philiſtines with a great ſlaughter. 


Having by his means now gotten a time of quiet and 
reſpite from war, David conſulting his captains and chief 


leaders, ſaid to all the congregation of Iſrael, If it ſeem 


good unto you, and that if it be of the Lord our God, 
let us ſend abroad unto our brethren every where, that are 
left in the land of Iſrael, and with them alſo to the prieſts 
© and Levites, in their cities and ſuburbs, that they _— . 
© gather themſelves unto us. And let us bring again the ar 

© of our God to us: for we inquired not at it in the days of 

Saul.“ | | 4 pa 
To this propoſal the whole congregation aſſenting, as a 
thing that all the people approved, David gathering the people 
together, went up with them to Baalah (otherwiſe called 
Ewjath-jearim) belonging to Judah, to bring up from thence 
the ark of God, whoſe name is called by the name of the 
Lord of Hoſts, that dwelleth between the cherubims. | 

The ark is faid to have been twenty years in the houſe 


| of Abinadab ar Kirjath-jearim, 1 Sam. vii. 1, 2. But that 


twenty years muſt be referred to the time of the ſingle ad- 
miniſtration of Samuel in the government: for the ark was 
taken in the laſt year of Eli, and the Philiſtines kept it but 
ſeven months, 1 Sam. vi. 1. Samuel ſucceeding to Eli in 
the government, is reckoned to have judged Iſrael by him- 
ſelf twenty years before there was a king, and twenty years 
more are allotted to Samuel and Saul together, and to Saul 
by himſelf after Samuel. So that from the death of Eli, when 
the ark'was taken, to the death of Saul, muſt be forty years. 
And though ſeven months of that time it was with the Phi- 


® x Chron, xiit. 1, 2, 3» 
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liſtines, yet David having, after Saul's death, reigned ſeven 
years and ſix months in Hebron, and ſome time after that 
in Jeruſalem, before he went to fetch up the ark, it could 
not be much leſs than fifty years that the ark had been at 
Kirjath-jearim, in the houſe of Abinadab. _ 
- Thither went David and the Iſraelites to fetch it from 
thence, and bring it to Jeruſalem. But not minding the law; 
which required them to carry the ark upon their ſhoulders, 
Numb. vii. v. they, following the example of the Philiſtines, 
put it into a cart, appointing Uzzah and Ahio, the ſons of 
Abinadab, to drive the cart. And in this manner ſetting 
forward, David with all the houſe of Iſrael followed it, play- 
ing before the Lord upon divers forts of muſical inftru- 
ments, as harps, pſalteries, timbrels, cornets, and cymbals. . 
Thus they went on till they came to a place called 
Nachon's Threſhiag-floor, where the oxen ſtumbling, ſhook 
the cart; which made Uzzah officiouſly put forth his hand 
and lay hold of the ark, leſt it ſhould fall.“ Uzzah's in- 
tention, no doubt, was good in doing this. But it bein 
contrary to the law, which forbade all but the prieſts, even . 
the Levites themſelves, to touch the holy things, Numb. iv. 
15. the Lord ſmote Uzzah for his raſhneſs ; ſo that he died 
there by the ark. We nes LD 
This breach which the Lord had made upon poor Uzzahy 
ſtruck David with great fear; + and miſtaking it for a fign 
that God was not pleaſed the ark ſhould come to him, he 
would not bring it into Lis city; but carried it aſide into 
the houſe of Obed Edom the Gittite, who was a Levite : 
where it continued three months, and the Lord bleſſed Obed- 
Edom, and all that he had. ; 
In which time David perceiving their error, which had 
provoked the Lord to anger, and occaſioned Uzzah's death, 
and underſtanding that the Lord had bleſſed the houſe of 
Obed-Edom ſince the ark had been with him; he took heart 
now to remove it from thence, and bring it into his own 
But that he might do it regularly (having firſt prepared 
a place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent; 
and declared that none ought to carry the ark of God but 
the Levites) he called for Zadpk and Abiathar the prieſts; 
and for the chief of the Levites; and putting them in mind 
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that they were the chief of the fathers of the Levites, bid 
them ſanctify themſelves, they and their brethren, that they 
might bring up the ark of the Lord God of Iſrael unto 
the place which he had prepared for it: For, ſaid he, be- 
6 — ye did not ſo at the firit, therefore the Lord our God 
made this breach upon us for that we ſought him not 
© after the due order.” 
The prieſts and Levites thus admoniſhed of their duty, 
ſanctiſed themſelves; and the Levites took. up the ark of 
God, with the ſtaves thereof, and bare it upon their ſhoul- 
ders, as Moſes, according to the word of the Lord, had 
commanded. And the Levites, by David's direction, ap- 
inted ſome of their brethren to ſing, and to play upon 
inſtruments of maſick. And when all things were thus diſ- 
in a due order, king David, with the elders of Iſrael, 
and the captains over thouſands, ſet forward to bring up 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the houſe of 
Obed-Edom with joy. And when they that did bear the 
ark of the Lord had advanced fix paces, he ſacrificed oxen and 
fatlings, to wit, ſeven bullocks and ſeven rams. 1 
King David had dreſſed himſelf that day, ſomewhat like 
the Levites and fingers, in a linen ephod, in which he 
danced before the ark with all his might; * and ſo brought 
up the ark wih ſhouting, and with the ſound of the trum- 
pet, and with ſeveral other farts. of muſical inſtruments. 
And as they entered the city, Michal, the daughter of Saul, 
looking through a window, ſaw her huſband, king David, 
leaping and ' dancing . before the Lord : and either not un- 
— or not duly conſidering the reaſon upon which 
he did it, ſhe deſpiſed him in her heart. 

Now when they had brought in the ark of the Lord, nd. 
had ſet it in its place, in the midſt of the tabernacle that 
king David had pitched for it, he offered burnt- WN 
and peace · offerings before the Lord. And then bleſfing the 
people in the name of the Lord of Hoſts, he diſtributed to 
every one of Iſrael, as well to the women as the men, a 
cake (or loaf) of bread, and a good piece of fleſh, and 
a flagon of wine, and ſo diſmiſſed them 
Ihen having appointed certain Levites to miniſter be- 
fore. the ark of the Lord, to record what was done, and 
to thank and praiſe; the Lord God of Iſrael, 17 David 
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delivered unto Aſaph, the chief of the fingers, a pſalm of 
thankſgiving unto the Lord; which as delivered in 1 Chron. 
xvi. from ver. 8 to 37. contains the eth pſalm to ver: 16. 
with little variation; and then takes in the xcvith pſalm. 

_ Matters being thus diſpoſed, as the people returned; every 
one to his houſe, ſo David returned to his alſo, to bleſs 
his houſhold. * And now. out comes his wife Michal to 
meet him, and (for want of a right conſideration and ſenſe 
of the ſervice he had been engaged in) thus in an ironical 
upbraiding way received him; How. glorious, ſaid ſhe, 
was the king of Iſrael to-day, who uncovered himſelf in 
the fight of the handmaids of his. ſervants, as one of 


© the vain fellows uncovereth himſell ! +. - 
King David not brooking this reproach from his wife, told 
her, It was before the Lord he had ſo humbled himſelf, 
© who had choſen him before her father, and before. all his 
© houſe, and had appointed him ruler over his people Iſrael.” 
Then he let her know, that for all her taunting, he would 
play before the Lord, and would be yet more vile in this 
ſenſe, and debaſe himſelf more in his own ſight; and that 
though ſhe deſpiſed: him, thoſe very maidſervants whom ſhe 
twitted him with, would honour him for it. 
Michal's offence in this matter was threefold ; againſt her 
huſband, againſt her king, and againſt God; for whoſe fake, 
and in honour ef whom, her royal huſband had done that 
which ſhe reproached him for. And for this offence, her 
punichment was, that ſhe ſhould be childleſs all the reſt of 
5 life, as, for aught appears, ſhe had been hitherto, + , 
By this time David's houſe, which Hiram, 2 Sam. v. 17. 
1 Caron. xiv 1. had ſent him timber and workmen to build, 
was finiſhed, and he peaceably fettled in it; the Lord having 
given him reſt for a while from all his encinizs round about. + - 
Upon which occaſion, he is thought to have compoled the 
_ thirtieth pſalm, Which the title thereof ſeems to import; 
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though ſome think that plalm was made upon David's re- 
turn after Abſalom's rebellion, and his purging his houſe 
3 from Abſalom's pollutions. + oo ! 7 
And now a religious concern ppſſeſſed his mind, to build 
a tzmple to the Lord. Whereforg-having Nathan the pro- 
4 phet one day with him, he ſaid toutae;prophet, .< See now, 

« I divell in an houſe of cedar; but the ark of God dwels 


5 @ 
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leth within curtains; which is a periphraſis of the ta- 
1 | 


Nathan readily underſtood him; and concluding ſo fair 
a motion deſerved encouragement, rephed, © Go, do all that 
yoo prope ik SY IT Ws But herein the / 
good miſſed n is own apprehenſion 
Ln of the thin 12 without conſuking Bed; Who 
work done his own time and way, and by 
9 
n Lord came 


„ ſaying, David, my ſer- 
Lord, Tus ban not build 4 
have not dwelt in an houſe ſince 
up Ifrael unto this day; but have 
__ = one tabernacle to another. 
J have walked with all Iſrael, 
prop) or of Ifracl (whom I com- 
'not building me an houſe 
Toddett preſame to tie ſuch a work | 


»F e without my order.” 
Then charging the prophet to remind David from how 
Rata She LAnt VA talcen im: an to what an 
ht of greatneſs he had raiſed him, he him tell 
David that 1 2 provide a place of reſt and : 

r his p n general, and 'in particular would eftabli 
David's kahl: : and that after his death, he would ſet up 
one of his ſons upon his throne ; which ſon "ſhould build 
an houſe for him; and he would eſtabliſh the kingdom unto 
kim For ever, and would be a father to him, and would 
take him for a ſon, and would deal by him as a fon:* 
ſo that if he ſhould commit iniquity, he would not take 
his mercy wholly from him, to cut him off, as he had done 
Saul; but would chaſtiſe him with the rod of men, that 
Is, tenderly, as parents do their own children. 

This meſſage Nathan delivered to David; and without 
doubt, then gave him the reaſon alſo, why the Lord would 
not let him Puild an houſe; which was becauſe he had made 
at wars, and had ſhed much blood; as himſelf afterwards 
told his ſon Solomon, 1 Chron. xxii. 2. || 
When David had received this N that he might 
fhew his fubjection to the will of G and expreſs his 


2 Sam. vii, 1 Chron, xvil. > 
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them the royal city Ga 
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thankfulneſs to the Lord, he went in and; ſat 8 the 
Lord; and debaſing himſelf, that he might vs, more fully. 


acknowledge the goodneſs and munificence. of God unto him, 


in raiſing. im io. whas, he. Wu, be. tomroed, wit hens 1 


thanks N the Lord for his manifold favours conferred on 
him, and for his gracious, promiſe to ſettle. his ſon upon 
the throne, and eſtabliſh his family in the government; con». 
cluding with earneſt ſupplication, that the bleſing i the 
Lord might reſt upon him and his houſe for 2 | 1 | 
read more at * in 2 Sam. vii. from ver. 18. NES 
David, n enſible that he had miſtaken rg 


deſigning to build an houſe for God, bimſelf 

his . ſervice for which the Lord W ie n bim — 
which was, to ſubdue the enemies of Iſrael, DR, enlarge: 
the Kingdom which, be. was to leave to his peaceable 

ce 


Firſt, therefore, Rog h c the Philiſtines, he took from 


with the towns belonging to it, 
and brought the Philiſtines into ſubjection. This city Gath 


was called Methegammah, or the Bridle of Bondage, he- 
cauſe it kept the country in bondage. 

Then turning his forges upon M Moab, he reduced the Moabs 
wy 2 wag 4g Ln Low led . — 
to death Whom ne 0 2 
alive, making them his 8 and tributaries. * q 

From thence going on to ſetile the borders o country, 
at the river "Euphrates Hadadezer (called alſo Hadarezer,. 
1 Chron. xviii. 3.) the ſon of Rehob, * of 1 ap- 
poling him, 5 put Hadadezer to the wor 

a thouſand 7 and ſeven thouſand 8 roo 
twenty thouſand footmen; and reſervin ing borſe for an hundred. 


chariots only, he houghed (or cut hamſtrings] of the 
reſt of the chariot horſes. | 


The Syrians of Damaſcus, hearing how hard it went 
with Hadadezer, came forth to —.— him; and of them 
David flew two and twenty thouſand. This loſs ſo weakened 
them, that David put garriſons in Syria of Damaſcus, and 
made the Syrians his ſervants and tributaries. ä 

In his return from ſmiting the Syrians, the Edomites en - 
countered him in a place called 9 Valley of Salt; of 
whom he flew. cighteen thouſand men, and. a ſubdued. 


* 2 Sam. viii. 1 Chon. xviil, 
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Edom too; and putting garriſons upon them, made the 
Edomites alſo his ſervants. And upon this occaſion he is 
thonght to have compoſed the fixtieth pſalm. 

From this expedition he brought with him to Jerefalem 
good ſtore of gold and of braſs ; for from Hadadezer's ſol- 
diers he took ſhields of gold; and from Berah and Berothai, 


Cities of Hadadezer, he took a great deal of braſs. 


Thus came David fafe back, the Lord having preſerved 
him whitherſoever he went, and given him renown for his 
great atchievements. And now reigning over all Ifrael, ' 
and being at reſt from war, he applied himſelf to execute 
judgment and juſtice unto all his people, having Joab (his 
ſiſter Zeruiah's ſon) for his general; Jehoſhaphat for re- 
corder; Zadok, the ſon of Ahitub (of the ſtock of Eleazer, 
1 Chron. vi. 4. and 8.) and Ahimelech, the ſon of Abiathar, 
of the line of Ithamar, for prieſts (grandſon to that Ahimelech 
of Nob, whom Saul flew by the hand of Doeg, 1 Sam. xxii.) ; 
Serajah for ſecretary of ſtate; and Benajah, the ſon of 
Jehoiadah, for captain of the guards; which conſiſted of 
Cherethites (who were of Iſrael) and Pelethites (who were 
of Judah ;) veteran ſoldiers all. And David's ſons, which 
were many (for he had fix born in Hebron, while he lived. 
there, and thirteen after he came to Jeruſalem, beſides the 
ſons of his concubines, 1 Chron. iii, ver. 1. to 10.) were 
all princes. | wal 1 5 
Hadadezer, it ſeems, had had wars with Toi (called alſo 
Tou, 1 Chron. xviii. 9.) king of Hamath (a city of Canaan, 
Numb. xiii. 21. which fell to the lot of Naphthali, Joſh. xix. 
32. 35.) Wherefore king Toi, hearing how David had 
beaten Hadadezer, ſent his fon Joram to ſalute king David, 


and congratulate his good ſucceſs. Joram brought David a 


preſent from his father, of veſſels of filver, gold, and brafs ; 
all which, with the filver and gold that he had taken from 
all the nations that he had ſubdued, king David did de- 
dicate unto the Lord, for the ſervice of the temple that 
was to be built. Rs, | 
And now, ſettled in peace and proſperity, David remem- 
bered the former kindneſs of his true friend and brother 
Jonathan. And inquiring if there was any of Saul's fa- 
mily unto whom he might ſhew kindneſs for Jonathan's 
ſake, Ziba, an old ' ſervant of Saul's, was called, as one 


* 2 Sam, ix. 
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that could beſt give an account of his maſter's family, He - 


acquainted David, that Jonathan had a ſon yet living, named 
Mephiboſheth, who was lame of his feet. Whereupon David, 
1 by Ziba where he Was, ſent and fetched him 
to him; and receiving him very courteouſly, bid him not 
fear; for he would certainly ſhew him kindneſs for his fa- 
ther Jonathan's ſake, and would reſtore him all the lands 


of his grandfather Saul, and he ſhould always eat at his 


table. Mephiboſheth thereupon bowing, and abaſing him. 
ſelf, expreſſed the ſenſe he had of the king's goodneſs, in 
taking notice of ſo mean a perſon as he was. 

But David calling for Ziba, ſaid to him, © I have given 
* unto Mephiboſheth, thy maſter's ſon, all that did apper- 
« tain unto Saul, and to all his houſe. Thou, therefore, 


with thy ſons and thy ſervants, ſhall till the land for him; 


and thou ſhalt bring in the fruits for thy maſter Mephi- 
* boſheth's ſon (for Mephiboſheth had a young ſon, named 


| Micho.} But as for Mephiboſheth himſelf, he ſhall always 


* eat at my table.” Ziba undertaking the charge, he and 
his family, fifteen ſons and twenty ſervants, were all fſer- 
vants unto Mephiboſheth ; who himſelf, dwelling at Jeru- 
ſalem, did eat continually at the king's table, as one of the 


king's ſons. 


Some time after this, David having heard that Nahaſh, 


kin Ammon, was dead, and that Hanun his ſon ſuc- 


him; and gratefully remembering ſome kiadneſs, 
which it ſeems Nahaſh had formerly ſhewed him (probably 
in the time of his troubles under Saul, though I find no 
rticular mention of it in the ſtory) in return of kindneſs, 
an embaſſy of condolence to Hanun, to comfort him 
for the death of his father, and congratulate his acceſſion 
to the crown. | 
When theſe ambaſſadors were come to the Ammonitiſh 
court, the princes of Ammon perſuaded their king, that 
David had not ſent them in honour to his father, or to 


comfort him; but that, under that pretence, he had ſent 


them as (pies, to ſearch out the ſtrength of the city, that 
he might invade it. 3 2 

HFlanun thereupon ſeizing on the ambaſſadors, ſhaved off 
one half of their beards, and cut off their garments in the 


middle to their buttocks, and in that reproachful manner 


ſent them away. 
| ® 2 Sam, 32. 1 Chron. zii. + A. M. 2966. 
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* The men, thus baſely expoſed to contempt, were ſo 
aſhamed, they knew not how to return home. Wherefore 


David, being advertiſed of the abuſe, ſent ſome to meet 


them, and bid them tarry at Jericho until their beards were 
grown again. rl 

+» This violation of the law of nations, which gives pro- 
tection to ambaſſadors, the Ammonites afterwards (but too 
late) conſidered it was not likely king David would put up 


with. Wherefore expecting to be called to account for it, they 


ſent and hired men out of Syria and other neighbouring parts 
to the number of three and thirty thouſand : and drawing 
out alſo their own men from their ſeveral cities, they made 
all the proviſion they could for their defence. And David, 


not bearing to let ſuch an inſolent affront go unpuniſhed, 


ſent Joab with all the hoſt of the mighty men againſt them. 
The Ammonites expecting them, had ranged their battle 
before their own city, at the entrance of the gate, having 
their mercenary forces in a body by themſelves in the field; 
"Joab faw, he alſo divided his army into two 
rts; and picking out all the choice men of Iſrael, he him- 


ſelf led them up againſt the mercenaries, leaving the reſt of | 


bis forces with his brother Abiſhai, to engage the Ammo- 
nites. Then he and his brother agreeing to relieve. each 
other as need ſhould require, Joab exhorted all his men to 


; 


be of good courage, and to behave themſelves valiantly for | 
their people, and for the cities of their God, and leave the 


ſucceſs to the Lord. © © © 


]oab having thus encouraged his men, made a fierce charge | 


upon the Syrians, and ſoon put them to flight. The ight 
of which ſo diſcouraged the Ammonites, that they fled 


tained, Joab returned with his army to Jeruſalem. 


But it was not * ere he was obliged to draw forth his 
yrians, to recover their late loſs, raiſed 


men again. For the 
a new army; and Hadarezer ſent and brought over the Sy- 
rians that were beyond the river, who all came to Helam, 
having Shobach, tle captain of Hadarezer's hoſt, at the head 
of them. 


As ſoon as David heard of this, he gathered all his forces 
together, and paſſing over Jordan, marched himſelf with them 


to Helam. The Syrians, as ſoon as they ſaw him come, 


putting themſelves in order, gave him battle. In which Da- 


vid prevailing, the Syrians fled, having loſt Shobach their 
IB general, 


and got into the city. And thus, with a victory eaſily ob- 


a 
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neral, and about ſeven and forty thouſand men; whereof 
— e were horſemen, ſome foot, and ſome that fought i in 


chariots. And when the petty kings, who were tributaries 


to Hadarezer, ſaw that they were ſmitten before Iſrael, they 


made peace with Iſrael, and ſerved them: for having ſmarted 
ſo deeply for their kindneſs to the Ammoyites, ney” were 
afraid to help them any more. 


But David, reſolving to chaſtiſe the Amend yet any | 
ſharply for their late inſolence, ſent joab forth the next cam- 
paign with a very great army againſt them; who having: 


ravaged the country, and deſtroyed the Ammonites wherever 
he could come at them, laid ſiege at length to their royal 
city Rabbah, the metropolis of the Ammonites. 

But David, who had better have been at the head of his 
army, lay loitering now at home; and having taken his 
eaſe upon his bed one afternoon, (as the manner of great 
perſons in thoſe hot countries was) he aroſe in the evening, 

and to enjoy the benefit of a cool air walked upon the roof 


of his houſe, which (according to the appointment in the 


law, Deut. xxii. 8.) was built flat, with battlements * 
about the roof, to prevent any one's falling ofl. 

From thence his roving eye happened to eſpy a very 
beautiful woman bathing and waſhing herſelf privately in her 
garden, probably for purification-ſake, according to the law, 
Lev. xv. * And inquiring who ſhe was, he was told her 
name was Bathſheba (called alſo Bathihua, 1 Chron. iii. 5.) 
the daughter of Eliam (called there alſo Ammiel) and 


of Uriah; who, though an Hittite by nation, was proſely d 
to the Jewiſh religion, and ſo marrying this Ifraclitiſh woman, 


lived in Jeruſalem; but was at that time with the _ at 
the ſiege of Rabbah. | 

David, taken with the woman's beauty; ſent for her, 55 
lay with her; and ſhe thereupon conceiving, ſent him word 


that ſhe was with child. + Now though David ſeemed not 


to be ſenſible of the evil he had done, yet he was of the 
ſhame that might come upon him by it; and therefore con- 
triving how to hide it, he ſent to Joab to ſend home Uriah 
the Hittite to him, as if he had ſome particular buſineſs 
with him. 


When Uriah was come to the king, after ſome general 
inquiries, how Joab did, and how the people fared, and how 
| * A. M. 2970. | + 2 Sam, _ , Fe 
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the war proceeded, David, in ſeeming kindneſs to Uriah, 
as one that might be weary after his journey, bid him go 


down to his houſe and waſh his feet (that is, reſt and re- 


freſh himſelf;) and withal ſent a meſs of meat after him. 
But Providence ſo diſpoſed, that Uriah, though he took his 
leave of the king, did not go down to his houſe ; but, fal- 
ling in with the yeomen of the guard, ſlept at the door 
of the king's houſe. + ; 

When David underſtood next 2 that Uriah had not 
gone home, he called him to him, and aſked him what the 
matter was that he did not go home, ſeeing he came off 
from a journey. Uriah bluntly and Gldier-ltke made him 
anſwer, That inaſmuch as the ark, with Iſrael and Judah, 
© abode in tents, and his lord general Joab, with the reſt of 
< the king's ſervants, were encamped in the open fields, he 
© would not indulge himſelf fo far as to go to his houſe, to eat 
and to drink, and to he with his wife.” 

When David found he could not work upon- him ſober, 
he reſolved to try what he could do with him when he was 
drunk. Wherefore, keeping him another day, he feaſted him 
highly, and phed him ſo with ſtrong liquors that he made 
him drunk ; hoping that then he w go home to his wife: 
but neither ſober nor e 5 be drawn to it. 
But at evening, going forth from the king's preſence, he 
dlapt himſelf down in the guard-chamber, — there ſlept. 
This put David upon a worſe courſe : for now he reſolved 
Uriah ſhould die; that, fince he would not cover, he might 
not diſcover, nor revenge his offence. | i 
_ Wherefore diſmiſſing Uriah, he ſent by him a letter to 
Joab, wherein he ordered Joab to ſet Uriah in the fore front 
of the battle, and in the moſt dangerous place; and then 
retire from him, that he might be ſmitten and die. 

_ Accordingly, Joab obſerving what part of the city was 
beſt defended, aſſigned Uriah to a place where he knew there 
were valiant men; and when the beſieged made a ſally, they 
flew ſome of the befiegers, and amongſt them Uriah. 

| Joab ſoon ſent an expreſs to David, to give him an ac- 
count of the ſucceſs of the war; bidding him, if he found 
the king diſpleaſed that things were no better, and that 
he ſhould blame them for approaching ſo near, within dan- 
ger of the wall, he ſhould then tell him of Uriah's death; 
which (by the letter he had received) he knew would pleaſe 
him, though perhaps he might not then know why. | 


The 


— 


FP 


„ x 8 — — r 


Part III. SACRED HISTORY.- 4 
The meſſenger thus inſtructed went to David, and having 
iven him an account of the battle; how daringly the enemy 

ied forth againſt them; how they beat them back to the 
very entrance of the gate; and how the archers, ſhooting: 
from the wall, had lain ſome of the king's ſervants, and 
among the reſt, Uriah the Hittite. David, having what he 
aimed at, ſent back the meſſenger, bidding him encourage” 
ws to go forward, and not to be troubled at the loſs; 
ut conſider that the ſword makes no difference, but de- 
vours one as well as another; and that therefore he ſhould 

make his battle ſtronger, renew his aſſaults with m 

vigour, and batter the city until he had overthrown it. 

Now when Bathſheba heard that her huſband Uriah was 
dead, ſhe made a formal mourning for him; and when that 
was over, David ſent and fetched her to his houſe, and ſhe" 
became his wife, and bare him a ſon: but the thing chat | 
David had done was evil in the fight of the Lord. | 

Mean while Joab having ſtraitened Rabbah, and by aſſault 
taken that part of the city wherein the ſprings and con- 
duits of water were * (whence he foreſaw the” city could 
not long hold it) he diſpatched a meſſenger to David, to- 
acquaint him what progreſs he had made, and to intreat 
him to come with the reſt of his forces, and be preſent in 
perſon at the taking of the city, leſt, otherwiſe, if Joab 
ſhould: take it without him (or in his en it hoale 
thenceforth be called by Joab's nam. 

David thereupon, gathering his people together, went to 
Rabbah, and fighting againſt it, took it. And beſides the 
ſpoil of the city, which he brought away in great abundance, 
he took their king's crown from off his head, and had it 
ſet upon his own head: which crown, weighing a talent of 


gold, was worth four thouſand and five hundred pounds. 15 


ſterling (according to Godwyn's Moſes and Aaron, I. Vas. 
c. x.) beiides the precious ſtones that were on it. 

As for the people that were in Rabbah, they having exif 
perated him by a double offence; frſt, in the abuſe put upon 
him-in the perſons of his aba 2 Sam. x. 4. which 
gave the occaſion for this war; and now, in holding out 
to the laſt extremity till the place was taken by ſtorm, he- 


gave them no quarter: but, putting them to the extremeſt 


torments, made them ſuffer under ſaws and axes of iron, 


* 2 Sam. Xii. - F 
and 
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and under harrows, and cauſed them to. paſs through the 
briek-kiln. And having dealt in like manner with the in- 
habitants of the other cities of the Ammonites, he returned 
in triumph with his people to Jeruſalem. 

Now king David thought himſelf ſafe in the poſſeſſion 
of Bathſheba (whom he had brought to his bed through 
the diſhonour and blood of her huſband;) when God ſent 
his prophet Nathan to him, to rouſe him out of his adul- 
terous lethargy, and make him unwittingly his own judge. 
This the prophet did by propoſing to him the following 
parable, as demanding juſtice of him for an oppreſſed poor 


man againſt a rich oppreſſor. 
en two men in one 
city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man 
had exceeding many flocks and herds ; but the poor man 
had nothing, ſave one little ewe - lamb, which he had 
bought and brought up among his children, fo that it did 
eat and drink as he eat and drank, and lay in his boſom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there coming a 
traveller to viſit the rich man, he to take of his 
© own and 
that 


David's anger was 
and preſently paſſing ſentence on him, ſaid to Nathan, As 
the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thang is worthy 
© to die and he ſhall. alſo reftore the lamb four- fold, be- 
cauſe he did this thing, and had no pity. 

Little thought David that he had ſentenced himſelf, till 
the prophet turning quick upon him, ſaid, © Thou art the 
man. That was an home-ſtroke. Yet to ſet it more home, 
and leave David without defence or excuſe, the prophet went 
on, and by way of aggravation added: Thus faith the Lord 
© God of Iſrael, I anointed thee king over Iſrael, and I de- 


. © livered thee out of the hand of Saul, and I gave thee thy 


© maſter's houſe, and thy maſter's wives into. thy boſom. 


. © I gave thee alſo the houſe of Iſrael and Judah; and if 


* that had been too little, I would moreover have given thee 


\ - 


© ſfach and ſuch things. Wherefore then haſt thou deſpiſed 


For thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite with the ſword, and 
* haſt taken his wife to be thy wife (for though he was 
« ſlain by the Ammonites, yet inaſmuch as thou didſt con- 

| * trive 


the commandment: of the Lord, to do evil in his fight ? 
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„ trive and appoint his death, thou art guilty of his blood;) 

and therefore the ſword ſhall not depart from thine houſe 
© all thy days. And becauſe thou haſt dag” . me, in 
taking the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife, thus 
« faith the Lord, Behold, 1 will raiſe up evil againſt thee 
out of thine own houſe; and I will take thy wives before 
© thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he ſhall 
© lie with thy wives in the fight of the ſun: for though thou 
« didft it ſecretly, I will do this thing before all Iſrael, and 
© before the ſun in the moſt open manner.“ ns 

Poor David, pricked to the heart, and ſelf-condemned, 
made no excuſe; but ſimply faid, © I have finned againſt 
the Lord.“ The confeſſion was ſhort, but full. And he 
who knew the integrity of his heart, commiſſioned his pro- 
phet thereupon to tell him, he would not take him Oy 

at his word; but would transfer the ſentence of death (whi 

he unwittingly had pronounced upon himſelf) from him unto. 

the child. The Lord alſo, faid Nathan to David, hath 
put away thy fin: thou ſhalt not die thyſelf for it. Yet 

1 e by this deed thou haſt given great occafion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, the child that is born 
to thee (of this adulterous congreſs) ſhall ſurely die.“ 

The prophet Nathan, having thus delivered his meſſage, 
departed home : and W the Lord ſtruck the child, 
ſo that it was very ſick. David therefore beſought God for 
the child, and, keeping a faſt, went in and lay all night upon 
the earth: ſo that although the elders of his houſe went 
to him, and intreated him to ariſe and eat, yet he would not. 

On the ſeventh day (from the child's birth, fay Tremel- 
lius and Junius) the child died: and David's ſervants, ſeeing 
how he grieved while the child was alive, were afraid to 
tell him that it was dead, leſt he ſhould then afflit himſelf 
more, But when David by their whiſpering ſuſpected, and 
upon inquiry underſtood, that the child was dead, he arofe 
from the earth, and waſhed and anointed himſelf, and havin 
changed his apparel, he went into the houte of the Lor 
and nn ppel After which, returning to his own houſe, 
he did eat. | | | 3 | 

This made his ſervants wonder, that he, who faſted and 
wept for the child while it was alive, ſhould riſe and refreſh 
himfelf with food when it was dead. * But David removed 
their wonder, by telling them he faſled and wept while che 
child was alive, in hopes that God would be graciouſly 


- 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed to ſpare the child's life. But now, ſaid he, that the 
child 1s dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt, ſeeing I cannot bring 
him back again ? I ſhall go to him, but he will not return 
r 
About this time it was, at leaſt on this occaſion, that David 
compoſed the one and fiftieth pſalm : which the reader, before 
be proceeds further, may do well to turn to and read. 
After this, David comforted Bathſheba his wife, and he 
bare him another ſon. Whereupon the Lord ſent Nathan 
the prophet to him, to bid him call this ſon Solomon; - which. 
name ſigniſies peaceable; and was therefore given him, be- 
cauſe the Lord had oromiled, not only that he himſelf ſhould 
be a man of reſt, but that he would give peace and quietneſs 
in his days to Iſrael, 1 Chron. xxii. 9. And becauſe the 
Lord loved this child, David called him alſo Jedidiah, that 
is, Beloved of the Lord. 

Although David had many ſons, yet we read but of 0 one 
daughter that he had, whoſe name was Tamar, ſiſter to 
Ablalom, the king's third. ſon, whom he had by Maacha, 
the daughter of Talmai king of Geſhur, 
And now began that judgment which God had 70 lately 
denormced againſt David (viz. © That he would raiſe up evil 
« againſt him out of his own houſe,” 2 Sam. xii. 11.) For 
Amnon the king's eldeſt fon (which he had by his wife 
Ahinoam the Jexzrecliteſs) fell deſperately in love with his 
half-ſiſter Tamar, whoſe extraordinary beauty ſo captivated 
the young prince's affection, that he pined away through 
an-hopeleſs deſire after her: for the, being a young virgin, 
was ſo carefully kept within the king's houſe (as the man- 
ner of breeding the Jewiſh damſels was, thoſe eſpecially that 
were of the higher rank) that Amnon, though her brother, 
knew not how to. come at her. 
The trouble of Amnon's mind diſcovering itſelf in his 
countenance, gave occaſion to Jonadab, his intimate friend 
and couſin-german, (as being the ſon of Shimeah, David's 
brother) to inquire of him what ailed him, that he (who 
being the king's eldeſt fon, might be ſuppoſed to have 
whatever he dekred) looked ſo thin, and waſted daily in 
his fleſh? Amnon, at Jonadab's importunity, told him plainly, 
he was in love with Tamar, his brother Abſalom's ſiſter. 
|  Jonadab thereupon, being a very ſubtle man, adviſed his 
i. Amnon to feign himſelf fick, and betake himſelf to 
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his bed; which would draw his father to viſit him: ant 

then he ſhould requeſt his father to let his ſiſter Tamar come 

and dreſs him ſomething to eat, that he, ſeeing her do it, 

might eat it from her hand, 5 „„ 

Purſuant to this advice, Amnon took his bed like a ſick 

man; which when the king heard of, he quickly came to 

ſee him: and Amnon intreating the king his father to let 

his ſiſter Tamar come and make him a couple of cakes, the, 

king, ſuſpecting nothing of a deſign, ſent word to Tamar, 

that ſhe ſhould go to her brother Amnon's houſe, and dreſs - 

for him what he would have to eat. is ag Cl Bt 144 
Tamar very innocently went; and finding her brother Am- 

non on his bed, ſhe made him ſuch cakes as he directed, 

and having baked them; brought them to him: but his 

ſtomach did not yet ſerve him; neither would he eat while 

the company was there. But when all were gone, fo that 

he only and ſhe were left alone together, he deſired her to 

bring the cakes to him: which ſhe doing, he took hold 

of her, and ſaid; © Come, lie with me, my ſiſter.“ . 
The poor princeſs, ſurpriſed at ſo ſtrange a propoſition, 

and hoping to prevail with him by perſuaſion, begged him 

to let her alone, and not attempt to violate her chaſtity: 

laying before him the guilt he would bring upon himſelf, 

(by fo poſitive a breach of the law, Lev. XVIII. 9.) the 

ſhame he would expoſe her to, and the contempt he would 

ſabject himſelf to, PN an act not only very ſin- 

ful, but extremely fooliſh alſo; when- as, in all probability, 

if he made ſuit to her father for her, he might have his 

conſent to marry her: which courſe ſhe adviſed him to 

take, perhaps to gain time, and free herſelf from the pre- 

ſent danger. | . Ws 

But Amnon was not to be anſwered with words. This 

was not a ſudden heat, but a ſettled. defire, and a con- 

teived deſign upon her. And, therefore, having now gained 

his opportunity, he was deaf to all her reaſons, counſel, 

and intreaties ; and being ſtronger than ſhe, he forced her. | 

_ Having obtained his wicked end, the anſwering of his 

luſt, Amnon's hot love preſently turned to burning hatred. 

He hated Tamar fo exceedingly, that the- hatred wherewith - 

he hated her, was greater than the love wherewith he had 

loved her, And in this hateful fit, he churliſhly bid her 

” Ariſe and be gone. | Ts 
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- This troubled Tamar much, not only from the ſenſe of 
his unkindneſs, but of the danger of diſcovering (by this 
means) the guilt and ſhame he had brought upon himſelf 
and her, Wherefore ſhe told him, he had no cauſe to deal 
thus roughly with her; and that the evil of turning her 
thus out of doors, would be worſe ( in the conſequences of 
it) than the other that he had done unto her. But he re- 
fuſing to hear her, called his ſervant, and bid him put her 
out of doors, and bolt the door after her : which accordingly 
the ſervant did. : | . 
Poor Tamar, thus abuſed and baſely dealt with, rent her 
rment (which was of divers colours, as, for diſtinction 
e, the unmarried daughters of kings in that age uſed 
to wear): and having put aſhes upon her head, ſhe laid 
her hand alſo on her head (in token of great ſorrow) and 
went crying away to her brother Abſalom's houſe. 
As ſoon as Abſalom ſaw her in that condition, ſuſpecting 
what had befallen her, he aſked her, if her brother Amnon 
had been with her, And when ſhe had told him how ſhe , 
had been dealt with, he wiſhed her to conſider that Amnon 
was her brother, againſt whom if ſhe ſhould complain, it 
was not likely ſhe ſhould obtain juſtice, he being the king's 
eldeſt fon ; and that her complaining would but ſpread her 
reproach, 'and bring infamy upon their whole family : and 
therefore he adviſed her to keep her own counſel, and not 
lay this injury to heart. BY 3 4 
Tamar taking her brother Abſalom's advice, remained in 
his houſe; but in a deſolate condition. As for Abſalom, 
he, diſſembling his knowledge of the matter, hid his reſent- 
ment of the injury: and though he hated Amnon, for having 
forced his ſiſter; yet he took no notice of it to him. 
But when king David heard of it, he was very wroth; 
et we read not of any puniſhment inflicted on Amnon for 
it : for David was an indulgent father. 75 
Full two years did Abfalom wait for an opportunity to be 
revenged on his brother 4mnon, which at length he thus 
contrived ; he had a day of ſheep-ſhearing at his country- 
houſe, to which he invited all the king's ſons ; and to co- 
Jour the matter invited the king himſelf firſt, , 
The king excuſed himſelf from going, upon the account 
that he would not put him to too great charges; and though 
Abſalom preſſed, he refuſed to go: yet to let him fee he 
was not offended with him, he gave him his blefling before 


he 
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he parted with him, Abſalom then intreated him. to let his 
brother Amnon go with him; which David made ſome heſi- 
tation at . but Abſalom's importunity prevailed with ham, to 
tet not only Amnon, but all the reſt of the king's ſons, go 
with him to his ſheep ſhearing feaſt. | | | 
Abſalom had given his ſervants a ſtrict charge before hand, 
that when Amnon's heart ſhould be merry with wine, and he 
ſhould bid them ſmite him, they ſhould fall on courageoully - 
and kill him, and he would bear them out. The ſervants, 
obſequious to their maſter's command, when he gave them 
the watch-word, fell upon prince Amnon, though heir appa- 
rent to the crown, and killed him. This put all the reſt of 
the king's ſons in ſuch a fright, not knowing where the aſſaf- 
fination would end, that, not attempting to revenge their 
brother's death, they every one mounted his mule, and fled 
towards their father's court. | | 1 
But report was ſpeedier than they. So that ere they could 
reach the court, tidings were brought to David, That 
© Abfalom had ſlain all the Teſt of the king's ſoris, and had 
© not left one of them alive. E 
At this, aſtoniſhing news, the king tore his garment, and 
lay on the ground; and all his ſervants ſtood by with their 


clothes rent; which when Jonadab {David's brother's ſon, 


the ſame wha had encouraged and counſelled Amnon to take 
that courſe, for the ſatisfying of his luſt, which had brought 
him to this untimely end) obſerved, he, to mitigate the king's 
e deſired him not to think that all his ſons were ſlain: 
or he could aſſure him, that only Amnon was dead; and 


that his death had been determined by Abſalom from the day 
that he forced his ſiſter Tamar. 8 


By that time Jonadab had done ſpeaking, che reſt of the 


king's ſons came in; and the king and they, with all the 
court, wept and lamented very ſore. 


Abſalom mean while made his eſcape to Talmai, king of 
Geſhur, his mother's father, with whom he lived a voluntary 
exile three years. In which time, David having mourned. 
daily for his fon Amnon, and being now comforted concern- 
ing him, ſeeing he was dead, began to hone after his ſon. 
Abſalom again. | | | | 


This being obſerved by Joab (the king's. general, and 


couſin- german to Abſalom) he bent his mind to contrive a 
way to obtain Abſalom's pardon, and reſtore him to the fa- 
your of the king his father. Wherefore ſending to Tekoa 
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| - (a town about fix miles from Jeruſalem, where the prophet 


Amos afterwards lived, Amos i. 1.) he fetched from thence 
| a wiſe woman; whom, having told her what ſhe ſhould ſay, 
he defired to feign herſelf a mourner, and putting on mourn- 
Ang apparel, to go to the king as one that had a long time 
mourned for the dead. | | | 
The woman thus inſtructed, went to the king“, and fallin 
on her face. to the ground, to do obeiſance to him, fad, 
Help, O king !* The king thereupon aſking her what ſhe 
| ailed, ſhe anſwered, © I am a widow woman, and my huſ- 
l | © band is dead: and thy handmaid had two ſons, who ſtrove 
| together in the field; and there being none to part them, 
the one ſmote the other, and flew him. And now, ſaid ſhe, 
< the whole family is riſen up againſt thine handmaid, and 
would have me deliver up him that ſmote his brother, that 
they may kill him, for the life of his brother whom he 
© flew: and fo deſtroying the heir alſo, they would quench 
that little ſpark of life which is left to our family, and not 
leave to my huſband either name or remainder upon the 
| tl * | Tk ; 
1 The king, having heard her complaint and requeſt, bid 
| ber go home, and he would give charge concerning her, But 
this being too general an anſwer, the woman told him If he 
would protect her fon againſt the avengers of blood, the 
© iniquity (of his having killed his brother in the fray) ſhould 
be upon her and her father's houſe ; and the king and his 
© throne ſhould be guiltleſs. Whereupon the king bid her, 
whoſoever ſhould moleft her on that occafion, bring him to 
dim, and he would take ſuch a courſe with kim that he ſhould 
| not trouble her any more, 'This yer was not home enough 
to reach the caſe ; for ſhe aimed at getting a promiſe from 
him, that he would pardon her ſon : wherefore, to draw the 
| king ſtill further on, ſhe again beſpake him thus, I pray 
© thee, let the king remember the Lord thy God, that thou 
© ſuffer not the avengers of blood to deſtroy any more, leſt 
they deſtroy my ſon.” Upon that the king, to give her 
aſſurance, ſaid, © As the Lord hveth, there ſhall not one hair 
| © of thy ſon fall to the earth,” | 
The woman . now reckoning ſhe had faſt hold of the king 
| by his word, opened the matter plainly to him ; letting him 
| know, that under the parable of a widow, mourning tor the 
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loſs of one ſon, and for the danger of loſing the other, ſhe 
had covertly repreſented to him the grief of his people for the 
abſence of his fon Abſalom, and their earneſt deſire that he 
might be recalled from baniſhment. | | | 

When the king ſaw how wilily he had been over-reached, 
he ſuſpected Joab to have had an hand in the contrivance z 
and aſking the woman, if it were not fo, ſhe told him, it 
was; and that Joab had inſtructed her what ſhe ſhould ſay“. 
Whereupon the king calling for Joab, told him, he had 
granted Abſalom's pardon ; and bid him go bring him home 
again. Joab, returning humble thanks to the king, for 
having ſo graciouſly granted his requeſt, went joy fully to the 
court of king Talmai at Geſhur; and from thence brought 
Abſalom to Jeruſalem : but when he was come, the king gave 
order, that he ſhould go to his own houſe, and not come to 
court. | 


'This reſtraint was uneaſy to Abſalom. Wherefore, when 


he had dwelt two full years in Jeruſalem, and in all that time 


had not been admitted to the king's prefence, he ſent for 


Joab, intending to have ſent him to intercede with the king 


on his behalf: but truly Joab would not come at him. When 
therefore he had ſent for him a ſecond time, and he had again 
refuſed to come,. Abſalom, remembering that Joab had a 
field of barley lying near to his, bid his ſervants go ſet it on 


fire: which when they had done, Joab quickly came to Ab- 


ſalom, to expoſtulate the caſe with him, and to know what 
the reaſon was that his ſervants had fired his field. 

_ - Abſalom told him he had ſent for him that he might ſend 
him to the king, to intreat that he might be brought to the 
king's preſence ; and then, if the king thought him worthy 
of death, let him kill him ; for he had rather die, than live. 
under this confinement. þ | 


Joab then going to the king, and acquainting him how 


hardly Abſalom took it, to be brought from Geſhur two years 


ago, and not to be ſuffered in ſo long a time to ſee him; the 


king thereupon called for him, who being come, and bowing 
himſelf on his face to the ground before the king, was by 


him received with a kiſs ; a token of forgiveneſs and royal 


favour. 
Though Abſalom was David's third ſon, in the order of 
his birth; Amnon by Ahinoam, and Chileab by Abigail, 
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being elder than he, 2 Sam. iii. 2, 3. yet now he ſeems to 
be the eldeſt ; Amnon being ſlain, and Chileab (ſuppoſed to 
be) dead before. This, together with the people's affection 
to him, made him caſt an ambitious eye upon the crown; 
which he thought himſelf worthy enough to wear... 
For perſonage he was of ſuch incomparable: ſhape and 
beauty, that he had no match in all iſrael ; for from top to 
toe there was no blemiſh to be found in him. And he had 
an head of hair of an almoſt incredible bigneſs ; for when he 
cut his hair (which he did once a year, that it might not 
row too heavy for him), we read he weighed it at two hun- 
ſhekels after the king's weight; which Godwyn com- 
Putes to be four pound weight and two ounces. Moſes and 
Aaron, p. 298. VOSS JEN ABT TTY 
Being reſtored to the king's favour, Abſalom had now the 


fairer opportunities to ingratiate himſelf with the people; and 


he took care to loſe no occaſion. 

For firſt, he put himſelf in an higher equipage of ſtate and 
grandeur than was uſual*. So that, whereas the king's ſons 
uſed to ride on mules, as was obſerved before, chap. xiii. 29. 
he provided for himſelf a chariot and horſes, and fifty men to 
run before him; which were of the nature of a life guard. 

Then, to oblige the people, he would get up betimes in 
the morning, — ſtanding in the way before the palace gate, 
when any one that had a controverſy with another came to 
the king for judgment, he would call him to him; and when 
the man drew nigh to make obeiſance to him, he would take 
him in his arms and kiſs him, and diſcourſe familiarly with 
him about his buſineſs, and adviſe him to look well to it, and 
ſee that his cauſe was rightly ſtated: but withal, to bring 
them out of conceit with his father's government, he would 
lamentingly ſay, But, alas! there is no man deputed of 
© the king to hear thee.” Then, to inſinuate himſelf unto 
their good opinion, he would add, O that I were made 
judge in the land, that every man which hath any ſuit or 
cauſe might come unto me, and I would do him juſtice!' 


By ſuch evil arts as theſe, Abſalom ſtole the hearts of the 
people from the king his father, and won their affections to 
himſelf. And when he had thus ſtrengthened himſelf, he 


went to the king his father, and aſked leave of him to go to 
Hebron, to pay a vow which he had vowed to the Lord; for 


2 Sam. xv. 
| he 
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he pretended, that while he was at Geſhur in Syria, he had 
vowed a vow, That if the Lord would bring him back in 
« ſafety to Jeruſalem, he would then ſerve the Lord;? that is, 
offer a peace-offering unto him: and the good king, not {uf- 


pecting his ſon of treachery, gave him Rave. to go; bidding 


him, Go in peace.” 

This is ſaid in the text (2 Sam. xv. 7. to be after forty 
years; but from whence to compute them is not plain. They, 
who. would date theſe forty years from the beginning of 
David's reign, are too far out: for David, who reigned but 
forty years in all, reigned divers years after this. Tremellius | 
reads it before, inſtead of after | ante ſinem quadraginta anna- 
rum, before the end of forty years]; but I doubt he makes 


too bold with the text. More likely it is, that theſe forty 


years ſhould commence from the time of Abſalom's birth, and 

ſo denote his age; and then the ſenſe will be, that he was 

full forty years old when he laid this plot againſt his father. 
However it was, having obtained the king's leave, Abſa- 


om took his journey to Hebron; and with him went out of 


Jeruſalem two hundred choice men, whom he had ſingled out 
and invited to his feaſt, but had not acquainted them with his 
deſign: ſo that they went in their ſimplicity, not knowing 


any thing of it. But he ſent agents among all their tribes, 


to ſound the minds of the chief men of Iſrael, and to direct 
all ſuch as they could gain to his faction, that when they 
ſhould hear the ſound of the trumpet, they ſhould make 
proclamation among the people, that Abſalom reigned in 
Hebron, in order to gather the people thither to him. 


In particular, he ſent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, 


David's counſellor, from his City Giloh, in the tribe of 
Judah, as one whom, for the opinion they had of his wiſdom, 


many would be likely to follow; and, indeed, the conſpiracy 


grew ſtrong: for the people flocked in continually to A 


lom. 


While diſloyal Abſalom was thus ſtrengthening himſelf in 


in his unnatural rebellion, ſome loyal ſubject, having got no- 
tice of it, came and acquainted king David with it“. And 


to make him the more ſenſible of the greatneſs of the danger, 
he told him, The heart (uſing the ſingular number) of the 
men of Iſrael was gone after Abſalom 3? as much as to ſay, 


The men of Iſrael are Unanimous, or of one e in this 
hare 
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This unexpected and ſurpriſing meſſage ſtruck David with 
ſo great fear, that his native courage for the preſent abating, 
he ſaid to his ſervants that were with him at Jeruſalem; 
<" Ariſe, and let us flee; for we ſhall not elſe eſcape from 
© Abſalom. Make ſpeed to depart, left he overtake us ſud- 
« denly, and bring evil upon us; and for our ſake ſmite the 
city with the edge of the fword.* They telling him, they 
were ready to obey his commands; the king (leaving ten 
women, who were ſome of his concubines, to keep the houſe) 
went forth, and all his houſhold after him; the Cherethites, 
and the Pelethites, and the Gittites (being fix hundred men 
that had followed him from Gath) paſſing on before him. 
Among theſe David took particular notice of Ittai the Gittite 
(whom ſome take to be ſon to the king of Gath; and who, it 
ſeems, was but lately come to him) : and David ſaid to hi m, 
Wherefore goeſt thou alſo with us ? Return to thy place, and 
d abide with the king (fo, ſeeing the people had ſet him up, he 
called the uſurper his rebellious ſon) : for thou, ſaid he, 
art a ſtranger (and therefore not in any danger) and alſo 
an exile (whence may be gathered, that he had fled to 
David for protection, as David had formerly done to 
© 'Achiſh). Inaſmuch therefore (ſaid David to him) as thou 
art but new come to us, why ſhould I make thee wander 
© about with us, we know not whither? Return thou, and 
© take back thy brethren; and {mercy and truth be with 
© thee.? But the noble Gittite ſolemnly proteſting to the 
king, that he would run the fame adventure with him, whe- 
ther it were in life or in death, the king bid him then paſs 
over before him: which he did with his men and all the little 
ones that were with him. t s 
Thus paſſed they over the brook Kidron (called afterwards 
Cedron, John xvni. 1. a rivulet that ran between Jeruſalem 
and the Mount of Ohves) and took their courſe towards the 
way of the wilderneſs, both the king and the people weeping. 
Then came Zadok the prieſt, and all the Levites that 
were with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God 
(which they intended to carry with them, as hoping for the 
greater favour from God, having the ark of his covenant 
amongſt them): and they ſet it down until the people had 
done paſſing out of the city, Abiathar, the other prieſt, 
- ſtanding by it. But David bid Zadok carry back the ark of 
God into the city: For, ſaid he, if I ſhall find favour in 
© the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me again, and ſhew 44 
mah ; 6 
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© both it and his habitation (to wit, the tabernacle which I 
© have raiſed for him). But, if he hath no delight in me, 
: iN here I am: let him do to me a enen 
5 im 
But this was not all; David ad at Gam further advan- 

tage by ſending back the prieſts to tarry at Jeruſalem. For, 
« ſaid he to Zadok, art not thou a ſeer (that is, one-whoſe 
miniſterial function will protect thee. from violence, and 
render thee acceptable to Abſalom)? Return therefore 
« into the city, thou and Abiathar, and your two ſons with 
you (Ahimaaz thy ſon, and Jonathan his- ſon) -and there 
5 rn and I will tarry in the plain of the wil - 

: er 5, until there come word from you io certify me how 
things go. 

Zalel erefbre, and Akiattar, carrying the ark of God 
again to Jeruſalem, tarried there. But David, ſetting: for- 
ward again, went up by the aſcent of Mount Oli vet, weep- 
ing as he went ; and having his head covered, he went bare- 
foot: and all the people that were with him covered every 
man his head, in token of extreme ſorrow (uf which, fee in- 
ſtances in 2 Sam, xix. 49. Eſther vi. 199): and wept as 

they went up. Ai Ser bin 
heing come to! che top of the mount, David ada flop 
there, and worſhipped God. And bere ſome conceive he 
uttered what is contained in the third pſalm; induced ſo to 
think, from the inſcription of that pſalm, which is, When 
be fled from Abſalom his ſon.“ But from ſome expreſſions 
in it, eſpecially in the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh verſes, it 
ſeems more likely to have been delivered after Abſalom's de- 
feat; unleſs we ſhould rather ſuppoſe the former part of it to 
have been uttered at this time while David fled; and the 
latter part at his return after the victory and ſo both yu 
brought afterwards into one pſalm. F;. 
While Cavid made this halt on the top of the mount, 
Huſhai the Archite, his old friend and counſellor, came to 
meet him, with his coat rent, and earth upon his head, to 
ſewꝛ he ſympathized with his maſter in his forrow, and to was 
a partaker with him in his ſufferings. 
David, willing to make the beit advantage 1 o ofeful- Aa 
man, told him, He would be but a burthen to him, if he 
© ſhould go along with him: but if he returned to the city, 
© and inſinuated himſelf into Abſalom's ſervice and ſecrets, 
e nt then be of * ſervice to him, in defeating the 
151 E counſel 
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counſel of Ahithophel.“ And to encourage him thereunto, 
he let him know; that he ſhould there have Zadok and Abia- 
thar the prieſts to aſſiſt him; to whom he might communicate 
whatſoever he could hear or learn out of Abſalom's houſe ; 


and they might convey it to him by their two ſons Ahimaaz 
d Jonathan. 


- Huſhai thus inſtructed/ and defirots to ſerve his king where 


78. might do it to the beſt advantage, returned to Jeruſalem, 
d be there in readineſs againſt Abſalom ſhould come thither. 

But David, not daring'to linger long, went on his way ; 
and being got a little paſt the top of the mount, who ſhould 
meet him but Ziba, the ſervant of Mephiboſheth, with a 
couple of ſaddled aſſes, and upon them a preſent of two hun- 
_ dred loaves of bread, an hundred bunches of raifins, with 
lame ſummer - fruits, and a bottle of wine 

The king aſking him what he meant by thoſe things, he 
a e The aſſes are for the king's houſhold to ride on, 
and the bread and the fruits for the young men to eat, and 
the wine for a cordial for ſuch as might happen: to faint? in 
© the wilderneſs.” . 

Zut where; ſaid the king, 4 is y matter ſon? O, 

« faid falſe Ziba, he abides at Jeruſalem : for he ſaid, Now 
* ſhall the! houſe of Iſrael reſtore me the kingdom of my fa- 


ther.“ The too credulous king, relying on the falſe infor- 


mation of this treacherous ſycophant, paſt an over. haſty ſen- 
tence againſt innocent Mephiboſneth, ſaying to Ziba, Be- 
hold, thine are all that pertained to Mephiboſheth.* Where- 
upon faw ning Ziba, bow ing re ways en the king to 
- continue this favour to him. 
David ſtill preſſing forward, came in a while to Bahurim, 
2 x G in the tribe of Benjamin, where he met with a very 
rude reception: for from thence came forth a man, of the 
family of the houſe of Saul, whoſe name was Shimei, the ſon 
of Gera. Whether this man had been a perſonal ſufferer in 
the fall of Saul's family, or what elſe had exaſperated him 
againſt David, doth not appear; but a deep offence he had, 
it ſeems, conceived againſt the king, and thought now he 
might ſafely vent his malice without danger. W herefore he 
came forth, curſing ſtill as 1 came; and with his curſing, 
thus he alſo railed at David: « Come out, come out, ſaid he, 
thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial. | The Lord hath 
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returned upon thee all the blood of the houſe of Saul, in 
whoſe ſtead thou haſt reigned: and the Lord hath delivered 
* the kingdom into the hand of Abſalom thy ſon; and be- 
hold, thou art taken in thy miſchief, becauſe. thou art a 
© bloody man.“ vel n 256 

Thus as he went along on the fide of the hill, over againſt 


David, he continued railing and curſing: nor only ſo, but 


caſt duſt, and threw ſtones alſo at David, and at all his ſer- 
vants, as they travelled along the way; though all the peo- 
ple, and the mighty men of war, were on either hand of 
him | 


This ſo provoked Abiſhai, David's nephew, that he (aid i 
to his uncle, Why ſhould this dog curſe my lord the king? 


Let mè go over, I pray thee, and take off his head. Hut 
David, confcious to himſelf of his own guilt in the caſe of 


Uriah, 2 Sam. xi. and of God's judgment denounced againſt. 
him for it, chap. xii. ver. 11. ſaw and acknowledged the 
juſt hand of God in all this; and ſubmitting to it, ſaid, in 
diſlike of his couſin Abiſhai's offer, What have I to do with 
« you, ye ſons of Zermah ! So let him , curſe, | becauſe the 
Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David: who then ſhall. 
« ſay, Wherefore haſt thou done ſo? Alas, ſaid he to Abiſhai, 

and to all his ſervants, ye ſee my ſon, who came forth of 


my bowels, ſeeketh my life: how much more then may 


this Benjamite do what he hath done? Let him alone, and 
« Jet him curſe, ſeeing the Lord hath. bidden him: it may 


be the Lord will look on my affliction, and will requite me 
good for his curſing.” a 


LY 


While David was thus entertained at Bahurim, Abſalom = 


and the men of Iſrael that were with him, being come, with 


Ahithophel, to Jeruſalem, Huſhai preſented himſelf to him, 


with congratulatory acclamations, crying out, God fave 
the king! God fave the king! Which ambiguous ſpeech. 


might be applied either way, to Abſalom, or to David. 


Abſalom, well knowing Huſhai to have been an intimate. 


friend, and counſellor to his father, played. a little ironically 
on him, ſaying, Is this thy kindneſs to thy friend? Why. 


« wenteſt thou not with thy friend?“ Huſhai replied, © Nay, 


but whom the Lord and this people, and all the men of 
£ [ſrael chooſe, his will I be, and with him will I abide.“ 
In which till he left room for an application to David, whom 
the Lord and all Iſrael had undoubtedly choſen; which could 
not be truly ſaid of Abſalom. And although, to Fay OY 
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Abſalom all ſ uſpicion of him, and beget in him a confidence 
of his fidelity, he added, Whom ſhould I ſerve? As I have 
«ſerved in thy | father's preſence, ſo will I be in thy pre- 


ſence: yet he might thereby mean (and no doubt did) to 
"ſerve the father ſtill, by giving wrong counſel to the fon, 


and by diſcovering the counſels of the fon to the father. 
Huſhai having thus wrought himſelf in among them, Ab- 
ſalom, that he might not loſe time, ſaid, Give counſel 
among you what we ſhall do.“ This, though ſpoken to 
them all, he directed more particularly to Ahithophel, who 
had been a prime counſellor to David, and was of that repute 


in thoſe days, that his counſel was regarded, as if a man had 


inquired at the oracle of God. 
Ahithophel, well knowing the danger he ſhould be in, if a 
reconciliation ſhould be made between the father and the ſon, 
gave ſuch politick, but wicked counſel, as he concluded 
would hinder all accommodation between them. He adviſed 
Abſalom, therefore, in the firſt place, to take thoſe women, 
his father's concubines, which he had left to keep the houſe, 
and openly lie with them before the people ;-alledging, that 
when all Iſrael ſhould hear how much, by that means, he had 
incenſed his father, deſpairing of pardon, they would ſtick 
cloſe to him. This counſel ſuited Abſalom well: and a tent 


being ſpread on the top of the houſe (which, as was noted 


before, was flat-roofed) Abſalom went in unto his father's 
concubines in the fight of all: Iſrael. F 
In the next place, Ahithophel adviſed a ſpeedy purſuit 
after David, before he ſhould get into any ſtrong place, or 
have time to raiſe any conſiderable forces. Let me now, 
c ſaid he unto Abſalom, chooſe out twelve thouſand men; 
© and I will ariſe and purſue after David this night: and I 
© will come upon him while he is weary and weak-handed, 
© and pat him and his men into ſuch a fright, that all the 
© people that are with him ſhall flee; and 1 will ſmite the 
c — only, and bring back all the people to thee in peace.” 
This was the moſt pernicious counſel that could have been 
given againſt David, and the moſt unnatural: yet this pleaſed 
graceleſs Abſalom well, and the elders too of Iſrael that 
were engaged in his faction. But, as God would have it, 
Abſalom, before he would put it in action, bid them call 
Huſhai alſo, that he might hear likewiſe what he would ſay, 


When 
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When Huſhai was come, Abſalom ſaid unto him, . Ahi- 


c thophel hath ſpoken after this manner: ſhall we follow his 
counſel? If not, ſpeak thou.” Huſhai, that he might 
not ſeem to flight Ahithophel, replied, © The counſel that 


© Ahithophel hath given (though in the general he be a very 
© able counſellor) is not good at this time: for, ſaid Huſhai 
to Abſalom, thou knoweſt thy father and his men, that 
they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds, as 
a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: ſo that ſuch a ſmall 
force as thou canſt now ſend will not be able to match 
them; and if by that means thou ſhouldeſt receive but a 
ſmall overthrow now at the firſt, it would quickly be re- 
ported abroad, that there is a ſlaughter among the people 
that follow Abſalom. And if once that poſſeſs the minds 
of the people, the moſt hardy and valiant amongſt thy fol- 
lowers will be diſcouraged: for all Iſrael knoweth that thy 
father is a mighty man, and that they which be with him 
are valiant men. And whereas Ahithophel propofes to 
ſeize thy father in his quarters by night, and kill him only, 
he doth not conſider that thy father is a man of war, and ſo 
well acquainted with the policies of war, that he will not 
lodge with the people; and, no doubt, he is hid now in 
ſome pit, or other private place, Wherefore, my counſel 
is, That all Iſrael be generally gathered together, from 
one end of the land to the other; and that having raiſed 
an army, like the ſands of the fea for multitude, thou 
march thyſelf, in thine own perſon, at the head of them, 
for their greater encouragement : ſo ſhall we come upon 
him as the dew upon the ground ; and of him, and of all 
the men that are with him, not leave one. And if he 
ſhould be gotten into a city, we ſhall be enough to draw 
that city with ropes into the river.? | 5 
So well did Huſhai deliver himſelf on this occaſion, that he 
won Abſalom and the chief men of his party to his opinion; 
inſomuch that they all agreed and declared, That the coun- 
5 ſel of Huſhai was better than the counſel of Ahithophel.“ 
For, indeed, the Lord had determined to defeat the counſel 
of Ahithophel, which Abſalom before thought good, and 
was moſt conducible to his deſign; to the intent that the 
Lord might bring evil upon Abſalon . 
But Ahithophel, who was not wont to meet with a repulſe, 
and could not brook that the counſel of another ſhould be 
preferred to his, took it ſo hardly that his counſel was not 
Vor. II. | E followed, 
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SHollowed, that mounting his afs, he gat him home; and hav- 
ing put his houſhold in order, hanged himſelf. 

Mean while, Huſhai, having wiſely diverted the preſent 


Form from his maſter- David, took the firſt opportunity to 


acquaint Zadok and Abiathar, the prieſts, both what Ahi- 
thophel had counſelled, and what counſel himſelf had given; 
deſiring them to ſend with all ſpeed to David, and adviſe 


num not to lodge that night in the plains: of the wilderneſs, 


but ſpeedily; paſs over Jordan, left he ſhould have been ſwal- 
up, and all the people that were with: him. For 
though Huſhai had for the preſent: put by the purſuit, which 
Ahithophel had adviſed; yet not knowing how ſoon Abſalom's 
mind might alter, he was not willing the king ſhould: run 
that hazard. | | ; 
Zadok and Abiathar had: poſted their two ſons, Jonathan 
and Ahimaaz, at En-rogel,. a well or fountain without je- 


xuſalem. For they thought: it! not ſafe. for them, who were 


to be the meſſengers. between Huſhai and the king, to. be 
within the city; leſt they might be prevented from coming 


forth. To them, therefore, this meſfage being conveyed by 


a young damſel, they ſpeeded; away with it to: king David: 
But it unhappily bappened, that a young lad ſeeing them go 
of, went and told Abſalom, who preſently ſent ſome after 
them, to ſeize them, and bring them back. 

. But they, perceiving: they were purſued, made ſuch haſte 
that they reached Bahurim; and going to a man's houſe 
there that had a well in his court, they went down into 


it. And the woman of the houſe, that the well might not 
be ſeen, took a coverlid, and ſpreading it over the mouth 


of the well, laid ground corn. thereon, as if it wanted airing. 
By. that time this was done, came Abſalom's ſervants to 
the . houſe, in queſt of them; and aſking the woman where 
they were, ſhe told them, They were gone over the 
5: brook of water: whereupon the purſuers. went on as ſhe 
directed them; but when they had ſought and could not 
find them, they returned to Jeruſalem. 8 : 
As ſoon as they had notice that the coaſt was clear, Jo- 
nathan. and Ahimaaz coming up out of the well, went on 
ta king David. and acquainted him, both what counſel 
Ahithophel had given againſt him, and Huſhai's advice; that 
he ſhould paſs quickly over the river. Whereupon David. 


drawing out his men, haſted away to Jordan; and by the 


break 
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break of day next morning, he, and all the peeple that were 
with him, were got to the other {ide of the river. | ; 
Then marching on te Mahanaim (a city in the tribe 
of Gad, built in the place where Jacob was met by the 
angels of God in his return from his father Laban, Gen- 
xxxii. 1, 2.) he there made a ſtand. And while he ſtaid 
there, Shobi, the fon of Nahaſh of Rabbah, of the children 
of Ammon (who probably was a tributa-y printe to David, 
ſince his ſabduing the Ammonites, 2 Sam. xii, 26.) and 
Machir (the ſon of Ammiel of Lodebar) brother-m-law to 
king David, if (as is ſuppoſed) this Ammiel be the ſame 
that was father to Bathiheba, David's wife, 1 Chron. ni- 
5.) and Barzillai, the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought in pro- - 
viſions of feveral forts, to refreſh the king and his people 
that were with him, who were hungry and thirſty, as well 
as Weary. _ «; | 

but it was got long before Abſalom, having raiſed a 
great army, paſſed over Jordan in purſuit of his father 


he and all the men of Iſrael with him, and pitched in the 


land of Gilead, And becauſe Joab was gone along with 
king David, Abſalom made Amaia captain of his hoſt inſtead 
of Joab, to whom he was couſin-german. For Amaſa was 
the ſon of one Ithra (called alſo Jether, an Iſhmaelite by 
nation, 1 Chron. ii. 17. but an Iſraelite by profeſſion of re- 
ner) who begat Amaia on Abigail, ſiſter of Zeruiah, Joab's 
mother. | 

When king David ſaw that his ſon Abſalom was come 
over Jordan againk him, and that there was no remedy, but 
that it muſt come to a pitched battle between them, he num- 
bered the people that were with bim; “ and fetting ins 


of thouſands, and of hundreds, over them, he divided them 


into three battalions, Of theſe he gave to Joab the com- 
mand of one; to Abiſhai, Joab's brother, the command of 
another; and to Ittai the Gittite the command of the third; 
intending to go with them himſelf alſ9. | 
But the people would not ſuffer that. For, ſaid they, 
if we be put to flight, they will not care for us; neither 
will they regard it, if half of us be ſlain: for they had 
rather deſtroy thee, than ten thouſand of us. Therefore it 
© 15 better that thou ſtay, and relieve us out of the city,” _ 
The king willing, at that time eſpecially, to pleaſe his 
people, and perhaps not very earneſt to engage 1n perſon- 
| * » Sam. v. | 
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gainſt his ſon, anſwered, He would do what they thought 
< beſt.” Then ſtanding by the gate as the people went out 
by hundreds, and by thouſands, he gave a great charge to 
his three generals, and all the captains, in the hearing of 
the people, that for his ſake they ſhould deal gently with 
the young man Abſalom. 3 

As ſoon as the two armies met, they joined battle in a 
wood belonging to the tribe of Manaſſeh (called here, The 
wood of Ephraim,“ becauſe, as ſome think, the Ephraimites 
drove their cattle over Jordan, to feed them in this wood, 
But others, with more probability, ſuppoſe it to be called 
the wood of Ephraim, from the great ſlaughter which Jeph- 
thah had formerly made of the Ephraimites in that place, 
udp. x1.) And though Abſalom's army was, in all like- 
ood, much ſuperior. to David's in number; yet God, who 
raiſed this ſtorm againſt David for his exerciſe, not for his 
deſtruction, caſt the victory on David's fide; ſo that the 
people of Iſrael, who followed Abſalom, were ſlain before 
the ſervants of David, to the number of twenty thouſand 
men. And more might have fallen, had not Abſalom him- 
ſelf (for whoſe ſake they engaged). been taken and lain. 
For he, to avoid the ſoldiers of David, rode under the thick 
boughs of an oak; and his head being caught in the oak, 
he was ſo entangled with his great buſh of hair amongſt 
the boughs, that his mule which he rode on going away 
from under him, he was left hanging there between heaven 
and earth, not able to diſentangle humſelf. : 
One that ſaw him in this poſture, went and told Joab 
that he had ſeen Abſalom hanging in an oak. Joab blaming 
him that he had not killed him, told him, If he had, he 
© would have given him ten ſhekels of filver, and a mili- 
" © tary belt:* which was ſometimes given in war to ſuch as 
atchieved ſome honourable exploit. 
The ſoldier, excuſing himſelf upon the _ command, 
given in the hearing of the whole army, to ſpare Abſalom, 
told Joab, He would not have put forth his hand againſt 
the king's ſon, though any one would have laid him a 
© thouſand ſhekels in his hand.“ 

Joab, not willing to loſe time, ſoon brake off the diſ- 
courſe ; and taking three darts in his hand, went. to the 
place where he underſtood Abſalom was, and thruſt them 
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through his heart while he was yet alive in the oak. And 
to make ſure work, ten young men, that bare Joab's ar- 
mour, compaſſing 4 bſalom about, ſmote him and flew him. 

This done, Joab immediately, to prevent any further effu« 
ſton of blood, ſounded a retreat. Whereupon the king's - 
people returning from the purſuit, gave Abſalom's men op- 
portunity by flight to eſcape home. 5 

1 hen taking the body of Abſalom, they caſt it into 4 great 
pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of ſtones upon 
him. | | | 

Such was the end, ſuch the burial, ſuch the monument of 
this ambitious prince, and rebellious ſors; who, in his life- 
time, conſidering that he had no ſon living (though he had 
had three, 2 Sam. xiv. 27.) to keep his name in remem-- 
brance, had reared ap for hamfelf a pillar, in a place called 
The king's dale,” not far from Jerufalem, and had called 
that pillar after his own name. | . 

Ahimaaz, ſon of Zadok the prieſt, was ambitious to have 
carried the good news of this victory to king David; and: 
therefore defired Joab to let him run and bear the king tid- 
ings, how that the Lord had avenged him of his enemies. 
But Joab, out of a kind reſpe& to the young man, becauſe 
he knew the news would not be welcome to David, put him 
by, with telling him he ſhould bear tidings another time 
when occaſion might offer; but at that time he was not wil- - 
ling to employ him, becauſe the king's fon was dead. 

Then turning to Cuſhi, an Ethiopian, but fervant to 
David, he bid him, Go, tell the king what he had ſeen.“ 
Whereupon Cuſhi, bowing himſelf to Joaby fet forward. 

Ahimaaz, ſtyl deſirous to go on the errand, intreated 
Joab to let him run alfo, though it were after Cathi,. 
© Wherefore, ſaid Joab, wouldeſt thou run, my ſon, ſeeing 


thou haſt no acceptable tidings ?” Yet upon his 


him the third time, Joab gave Ahimaaz leave to go, who, 
—_ the way by the plain, out- ran Cuſhi, and got in be- 
ore him. | | : 
Mean while David ſat between the two gates of the eity 
Mahanaim, in a doubtful expectation of the event of this 
battle And a watchman being on the roof,. over the gats 
upon the wall, gave notice that he ſaw a man coming, run« 
ning aſone. If he be alone, ſaid the king, he brings'tid=- . 


c ings,” 
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As they drew near, the watchman cried out that he ſaw. 


another man coming, running alſo alone. Him likewiſe the 
king concluded to be a bringer of tidings. And underſtand- 
ing by the watchman, that the foremoſt of them did run like 
Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadok, the king ſaid, He is a good 
man, and cometh with good tidings.* | 

As ſoon-as Ahimaaz came within call, he ſaid aloud to the 
king, All is well.” Then drawing nearer, he fell down to 
the earth upon his face before the king, and ſaid, Bleſſed 
| © be the Lord thy God, which hath delivered up the men 
© that lifted up their hand againſt my lord the king.“ This 
was good news in general. But, ſaid the king, Is the 
young man Abſalom ſafe? Ahimaaz, not willing to be 
the meſſenger of that ill part of the news, told the king, 
That when Joab ſent Cuſhi and him away, he ſaw a great 
_ © tumult, but he knew not what the particular occaſion was.“ 
| Preſently upon this came Cuſhi in, crying, Tidings, my 
© lord the king: for the Lord hath avenged thee this day of 
© all them that roſe up againſt thee.* But, ſaid the king to 
him alſo, Is the young man Abſalom ſafe ?? The ene- 
mies, anſwered Cuſhi, of my lord the king, and all they 
«© that riſe up to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.“ 

That word was enough; the king underſtood it: and 
being greatly moved for the death of his ſon, he went up to 
the chamber over the gate to weep; and as he went, he 
vented his grief in this mournful exclamation, © O my ſon 
« Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon Abſalom, would God I had died 
« for thee, O Abſalom, my ' ſon, my ſon!' Wherein, it is 
probable, not only paternal affection moved, but the ſenſe of 
his ſon's rebellious fin, and of the quick judgment of God 
upon him for it, raiſed his paſſion to ſo high a pitch. T 

The king's thus mourning for Abſalom, turned the victory 
(or the triumph for the victory) into mourning unto all the 
people: for they, hearing how the king was grieved for his 
ſon, gat them by ftealth into the city, as people who are 
| aſhamed ſteal away when they flee in battle “. | 

This being obſerved by Joab, who was a man of more 
courage than compaſſion, and thought this carriage of the 
king's favoured too much of puſillanimity, he went into the 
houſe to the king (who having covered his head in token of 
grief, was ſtill crying out with a loud voice, © O my ſon 
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« Abſalom, O Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon 1), and with a fol- 


diery boldneſs, and freedom of e told him, Thou 


© haſt ſhamed this day the faces of all thy ſervants, who this 
day, with the hazard of their own lives, have ſaved thy. 
life, and the lives of thy ſons, and of thy daughters, of thy 
wives, and of thy concubines:; in that thou loveſt thine: 
enemies, and hateſt thy friends: for (by this behaviour of 
* thine) thou halt declared, that thou regardeſt neither prin- 
© ces nor ſervants. And I now percelve, that if Abſalom 


had lived, and all we had died this day, it had pleaſed thee 


well. Now, therefore, ariſe, go forth, and ſpeak com- 
« fortably unto thy ſervants : for I ſwear by the Lord, if thou 
« goeſt not forth, there will not tarry one with thee this 
© night; and that will be worſe unto thee-than all the evil 
that hath befallen thee from thy youth until now.“ 

This bold ſpeech (more neceſſary, perhaps, than decent) 
rouzed the king out of his bewailing fit. And being a wiſe 
prince, that knew how and when to comply with his Fables, 
he aroſe and went down, and fat in the gate, as his uſual 
manner had been, both to gratify his people with his pre- 
ſence, and to hear and redreſs their grievances. And a' 

ood effect it had: for as ſoon as the people heard that the 
Fe was come forth in publick again, they all haſted to 
pear before him. For the Iſraelites that had ſided with Ab- 
ſalom, had (upon the defeat) fled every man to his tent. 
But now that they who had driven the king away might ſhew 
their forwardneſs to bring him back, the people were at 
ſtrife throughout all the tribes of Iſrael, ſaying one to ano- 
ther, © The king hath often ſaved us out of the hand of our 
enemies, and particularly out of the hand of the Philiſtines; 
and now he is fled out of the land becauſe of Abſalom. 
c But ſeeing Abſalom, whom we anointed over us, 1s dead 
in battle, why, therefore, do ye not now ſpeak a word of 
bringing the king back ?? 

This return of affection in the people of Iſrael towards 
their king ſoon came to the king's ear; which as it could 
not chooſe but pleaſe him, ſo he was not a little troubled at 
the backwardneſs of the men of Judah ; from whom, as 
being his own tribe and family, he expected more regard. 
Wherefore, to ſtir them up, he ſent to Zacok and Abiathar 
the prieſts, willing them to ſpeak unto the elders. of Judah, 
as from him; and ſay unto them, Why are ye the laſt to 
s PG the king back to his houſe? For the ſpeech 5 5 
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| _ <- Iſrael is come to the king about it, before ye ſpeak a word 
Ci of it; although ye are my brethren, my bones, and my 
it © fleſh: what is the matter that ye are ſo backward to bring 
13 home the king? | 

Ci And to ſweeten Amaſa, who had been Abſalom's general, 
1 he not only bid them put him in mind of his near relation to 
him, as being his ſiſter's ſon, and ſo of his bone, and of his 
fleſh; but authorized them alſo to give him aſſurance from him, 

| - thathe would make him captain of his hoſt in the room of j oab. 

|- For though David concealed, as well as he could, his re- 

1 ſentment; yet Joab had much loft his favour: for he had 
. divers times not a little diſpleaſed him; as in the murder of 
| 

| 

| 

i 

| 


Abner formerly, in his killing Abſalom now, contrary to the 
king's expreſs command, and in his late over bold reproof of 
the king, But this not being a time for the king to expreſs 
his difpleafure in, he carried himſelf very obligingly to all 
his people: by which means he bowed the heart of all the 
men of Judah, ſo that they unanimouſly petitioned him to 
return, with all his fervants; and came to meet him at Gil- 
gal, to conduct him over Jordan. 1 

With theſe came Shimei the fon of Gera, the Benjamite 

1 of Bahurim, who had fo rarled at and curfed David as he 

I. fled; who ſeeing the tide now turned, Abfalom dead, his 

party routed, and king David returning in peace and in 

triumph, made haſte with the foremoſt to come down to meet 
the king, and to beg his pardon, having a thouſand men of 

Benjamin with him, perhaps to intercede for him. 

As ſoon, therefore, as the king was come over Jordan, 

| Shimei fell down before him, and ſaid, Let not my lord im- 

| pute iniquity unto me: neither remember that which thy 

* ſervant did perverſly, in the day that my lord the king 
© went out of Jeruſalem, that the king ſhould take it to heart: 
for thy ſervant doth know that I have ſinned. Therefore, 
© behold, I am come down the firſt this day of all the houſe 
© of Joſeph, to meet my lord the king.“ Where, by [the 

-houſe of Joſeph} is underſtoed the three tribes of Ephraim, 

Manaſfeh, and Benjamin, which made up the third rank in 
their military marckings, and in which Ephraim, Joſeph's ſon, 

had the firſt place, Numb. ii. 18 to 25. a 

Abiſhai, Joab's brother and the king's nephew (who being 

eſent when this man reviled the king, would fain have 
ruck off his head then, 2 Sam. xvi. 9.) was highly offended 
with Shimei; and fearing left his uncle's lenity ſhould: be 
Eta wrought 
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wrought upon to grant him his pardon upon this ſubmiſſion, 
interpoſed, ſaying, Shall not Shimei be put to death for 
© this, becauſe he curſed the Lord's anointed ?? 
But David, eying the juſt hand of God in what had be- 
fallen him, and recadiſty to re- ingratiate himſelf with his 
people by acts of clemency, gave Abiſhai this ſharp rebuke; 
© What have to do with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah, that ye 
© ſhould this day be adverſaries unto me? Shall there any 
man be put to death this day in Iſrael? For do not I 
© know, that I am this day king over Iſrael?'' Wherein he 
ſeemed to expreſs a ſenſe of the great danger he was ſo lately 
in of loſing his kingdom, -and of the favour of both God and 
the people to him, in reſtoring him again to his kingly dig- 
vity ; and therefore, it being a day of gladneſs and thank- 
fulneſs, it ought not to be ſtained with bloody executions. 
Then turning to Shimei, he ſaid, and confirmed it to him 
by an oath, Thou ſhalt not die.“ Which expreſſion (con- 
ſidering what direction David gave to his ſon Solomon con- 
cerning him, 1 Kings ii. 9. and his execution thereupon, 
ver. 45.) had need be.taken with ſome limitation ; and per- 
haps is beſt explained by David's own words in the place 
fore-quoted, where reciting the whole paſſage of Shimei's 
_ curſing him, and coming afterwards to meet him and beg his 
pardon, ver. 8. he gives his own words thus, viz. I ſware 
© to him by the Los, ſaying, I will not put thee to death 
with the ſword.” Eg | | 
Among thoſe that came to congratulate the king's return, 
and attend him over jordan, falſe Ziba was one, who, fear- 
ing his treachery to his maſter Mephiboſheth would be diſ- 
covered, came very officiouſſy, with his fifteen ſons and twenty 
ſervants, to wait on the king, and conduct him homewards. 
As for Mephiboſheth, he, poor man, had been ſo true a 
mourner for the king's affliction, that he had neither dreſſed 
his feet (though he was lame of them) nor trimmed his 
beard, nor waſhed his clothes, from the day the king departed, 
until the day he came again in peace. And not being able 
for lameneſs to travel, he was forced. to ſtay till the king 
came to Jeruſalem : and then going to welcome him home, 
the king remembering what Ziba had told him, aſked him, 
* Wherefore he went not with him ?? To which he replied, 
My lord, O king! my ſervant deceived me: for I ordered 
him to ſaddle me an aſs, that (being unable to walk, be- 
* cauſe thy ſervant is lame) I might ride thereon, and go 
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to the king, but he failed me; and not only fo, but hath 
* alſo ſlandered thy ſervant unto my lord the king. But my 
lord the king is as an angel of God to diſcern my inno- 


= © cency (and my ſervant 3 s treachery): do therefore what 


© thou ſeeſt good. For all my ſather's houſhold were but 
« dead men (in law) before my lord the king; yet didſt thou 
« ſet thy ſervant among them taat did eat at thine own table: 
C + "tg t, therefore, have I yet to cry any more unto the 
P L 

As David had too credulouſly hearkened to Z iba when he 
fallly accuſed his maſter, and over-haſtily. condemning Me- 
Phiboſheth unheard, gave all his eſtate to his diſhoneſt fer- 
vant Ziba ; fo now, though he admitted of Mephiboiheth's 
excuſe, and ſeemed well ſatisfied of his innocency, yet he 
did him right but by halves. Why ſpeakeſt thou, ſaid he, 
F any more of thy matters? | have Tad thou and Ziba di- 
© vide the land.“ Thus made he Ziba partner wich his 
maſter, and rewarded the falſe ſervant with half che eſtate of 
his innocent maſter, who, for falfly accuſing his maſter, de- 
ſerved rather puniſhment. But good Mephiboſheth was fo 
far from complaining or repining at this hard and unequal 
lectonce, that he cheerfully replied, © Yea, let him take all, 
„ again to his houſe in 


W. heard before, that Barzillai the Gileadite was one of 
thoſe that ſupplied the king with furniture and proviſions for- 
himſelf and his men, While he was at Mahanaim. And now 
that the king was to return, he came down himſelf from Ro- 
gelim, where he dwek, though he was a very aged man, to 
conduct the king over Jordan. And having brought him 
over the river, the king, in grateful remembrance of his 
good ſervices, invited him to go along with him to Jeruſa- 
lem, and ipend the remainder of his days with him there, 
that he might have opportunity to requite his kindneſs. 

Barzillai, excuſing himſelf by his great age, pleaſantly an- 


- waxed the king, How long can I expect to live, that I 


ſhould go up with the king to jeruſalem? I am this day 

fourſcore years old; and can | difcern between good and 
« evil? Can thy ſervant taſte what I eat, or what I drink? 
Can I hear any more the voice of finging men and of fing- 
© ing women? Wherefore then ſhould thy fervant be yet a 
© burden to my lord the king? Thy E wh go a little 
£ a AD ans: king; but ſhould the king 
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< recompence it me with ſuch a reward? Let thy fees; 
«] pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own 
« city, and be buried in the grave of my father and my mo- 
© ther: but behold thy ſervant Chimbam (my ſon) let him 
go over with my lord the king; and do to him what ſhall 
© ſeem good unto thee. 

© That he ſhall, replied the king, and I will do to him 
© that which ſhall ſeem good unto thee: for whatſoever thou 
« ſhalt require of me, that will I do for thee.” Thea kifling 
Barzillai, and bleſſing him, he diſmiſſed him, to return to 
his own place; but Chimham his ſon went along with the 


king; the people of Judah, and part of the people of 1fraet; 
| nies. Ng the king from Jordan to Gil 


And now aroſe an emulatory quarrel 4 orb the men of 
Iſrael and the men of Judah. For that part of Iſrael chat 
had followed Abſalom, to redeem their credit with the king, 
came to him at Gilgal, with a complaint againſt the men of 
Judah, ſaying, © Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, 
'© ſtole thee away, and have brought the king and his houſ- 
© hold, and all his men with him, over Jordan?” 

The mem of Judah anſwered them, Becauſe the king is 
© near of kin to us (David, indeed, was ſo: but the Bg 
© was no nearer of kin to them than to all the reſt of his 


faithful ſubjects). Wherefore then, faid the men of Judah; 


© be ye angry for this matter? Have we eaten at all at the 
© king's coſt? Or hath he given us any gift?“ As much as 
to ſay, we did it not for ſelf-intereft, or to get preferment at 
court; but out cf affection and duty. | 
But, replied the men of lſrael, we being ten tribes of 
the twelve, have ten parts in the king. ſo that: we have 
more right in David than ye. Why then did ye defpiſe* 
us, that our advice ſhould not be firſt had in bringing back” 
„our king ?? Thus they grew hot one againſt the other: 
but the words of the men of Judah” (as having the better 
eauſe, in that they ſtuck to their king when the others left 
him) were fiercer than the words of the men of Iſraet. 
This diſguſted thoſe men of Iſrael who were not well 
ſettled in their allegiance before, and prepared them to re- 
ceive any new impreffion ;* which being obſerved by 4 fuc- 
tious fellow, one Sheba; the ſon of Bichri a Benjamite, who 
happened to be there at that time; he took hold · of the advan-- 
tage to raiſe a ſedition, and blowing a trumpet, cried out, 
We 
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We have no part in David; neither have we inheritance 
in the ſon of Jeſſe: every man to his tents, O Iſrael !? 
pon this, thoſe malecontents of Iſrael deſerted their 
king, and followed Sheba : but the men of Judah clave 
- unto their king, and conducted him from Jordan to Jeru- 
falem. Whither being come, king David took the ten wo- 
men, his concubines (whom he had left to keep the houſe, 
chap. xv. 16. and whom Abſalom had defiled, chap. xvi. 
22.) and putting them in ward, maintained them there, not 
uling them any more as concubines ; but condemning them 
to uſs dave widowhood, kept them ſhut up to the day of 
their death. 
Then calling for his nephew Amaſa (whom he had made 
captain of his forces, chap xix. 13) he commanded him 
to muſter the men of Judah, and bring them to him within 
three days. Amaſa forthwith went about it; but tarrying 
longer than the time allowed him, avid, who knew the 
danger of delay, ſaid to Abiſhai, © Now will Sheba, the ſon 
© of Bichri, do us more harm than did Abſalom. There- 
« fore, take thou, ſaid he to Abiſhai, thy lord's ſervants, and 
« purſue after Sheba ; leſt he get him fenced cities, and eſ- 
< cape. us. x 
Abiſhai thereupon taking to him his brother Joab's men, 
with all the Cherethites and the Pelethites, and all the mighty 
men, led them forth out of Jeruſalem in purſuit of Sheba ; 
and by that time they were come to the great ſtone in 
Gibeon, Amaſa met them, and led the forces on, 

dab was with his brother Abiſhai and the men of war: 
and having his ſword. girded upon his ſoldier's coat, as he 
went along it dropped out of the ſcabbard, fo that he had 
it naked in his hand; which Amaſa, not ſuſpecting any 
treachery or burt, did not heed. Coming up then to Amaſa, 
whom, for the loſs of his place, he had a pique at, he fa- 
miliarly ſaluted ham, aſking him how he did; and taking 
him by the beard to kiſs him, thruſt his ſword into him, 
ſo that his bowels fell out upon the ground, and with that 
one ſtroke killed him. Then, leaving one of his ſervants 
to direct the people to come after him, he, with his brother 
Abiſhai, followed the purſuit after Sheba. But Amaſa lying 
wallowing in his blood in the midſt of the highway, the 
people, as they came on thither, ſtood ſtill there, {truck with 


* 2 Sam. XX. 7 A. M. 2966. 
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the ſight of ſo horrible a ſpectacle; which Joab's ſervant 


obſerving, he removed the corpſe out of the highway into 


the field, and covered it with a cloth Which n, the 
people went on after Joab in purſuit of Sheba... 


Hle, having run through. the tribes of Iſrael, had gathered | 
together the Berites, who were of his own tribe, the tribe 
of Benjamin; and finding himſelf purſued, got into, Abel (a 


city in the tribe of Manaſſeh, er for, diſtinction ſake, 


' Abel-Beth-Maachah; or the Houſe of Maachah, from Maa- 


chah the wife of Machir the father of ne 1. Shen. 


Vi. 189 =p 


Thither Jan and Abiſhai, with hole men, 8 him, 


3 there beſieged him; and caſting up a bank againſt the 
city, they battered the wall to throw it: down. 


Mean while, a wiſe: woman among the. beds calling 


to the befiegers from the wall of the, city, deſired them to 
intreat Joab to come near, that ſhe might ſpeak to him: 


when he came, ſhe handſomely put him in mind, that by 
a long preſcription of time, it had been a. cuſtom, drawn 
from the law of God, Deut xx. 10. to offer a friendly 


treaty of peace before they made war. But that, though 


the and her fellow - citizens were of Iſrael, and were peace- 
able and loyal ſubjects to the king of Iſrael; yet he, 
forgetting this cuſtom and law, ſought to deſtroy them, 


without giving them a reaſon: and thereupon ſhe aſked, him, 
Wherefore he would, allem n 0 inheritance of the 


Lord ?? 
joab, ſtartled at tits: de « Far it be from me, 


*: that 1 ſhould fallow. up or deſtroy. No, no; the mar- 
ter is not ſo intended. But a man of mount Ephraim, 
© Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, by name, hath taken up arms 


© againſt the king, even againſt, David. Deliver hum aa 
© ſaid Joab, and I will depart from the city ref i, 

The woman replied, If that be ell, his * mall 
* thrown to thee over the wall.“ And forthwith calling the 
governors of the city together, ſhe, in her wiſdom, ſo ma- 


naged the matter with them, that they cut off the head of 
Sheba, and caſt it over the wall to Joab. Whereupon Joab 
immediately raiſed his ſiege; and foupding, A,.retreat, re- 


turned to the king at Jeruſalem, .... 
And now that theſe two rebellions were. .quelled,. and 


the ſtate reſtored to quietneſs again, the court was | new 
| 3 and the chief miniſters a ofſicers were ſettled 


or. II. 1 anew. 
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- For Joab 1 & (though treacherouſly) removed | 
N e captain-generalſhip over 
the hoſt of Iſrael ; Benaiah, the ſon Jehoiadah, as cap- 
in of the guards, was over the Cherethites and the Pele- | 
; Adoram was treaſurer ; Jchoſhaphat, the ſon of Ahilud, 
recorder 3 Sheva was 3 of ſtate; Zadok and 


Rl 
. 
: 
Fs 
Bo 
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in 

ing of 
,» were ſo diſpoſed, that in times of peace each band, 
ing to their ſettled courſes, was a month upon duty, 
was relieved the next, till every band, tak- 
rn, had ſerved a month in the year. But, in time 
ee e forth, as 


che pri principal W ae account is given in 1 Chron. 
of the chief rulers of the ſeveral tribes, and of the king's 


privy vy-counſellors, and officers over his domeſtick affairs, are 
3 ſet down. As are likewiſe the names of his 
tains, and moſt renowned warriors ; with brief 


s touches of ſome of their moſt memorable exploits, recorded 
in 2 Sam. xxin. and 1 Chron. xi whither alſo I direct the 


reader, that I may ſpare the tranſeribing hither all the in- 
ſtances there given. Yet one being very extraordinary for | 
N wars fen! , as well as adventurous valour, on the 
one hand, and * n * = ating other, 1 willingly in- 


ſert here; 


While David 2d wur wh the Philiflnes, their hoſt en- 
camping in the valley of Rephaim, betwixt him and Beth- 
8 they had a garriſon, David, being then 

an hold at the cave Adullam, longed for water out of 


A TIE ws by <h te of Bethlehem, and ſaid, < O 
© ©" that ape would give me of that water to drink!“ Which wiſh 
his, 


of 


three of his chief captains hearing, they brake through | 


bo of the Philiſtines, and drawin water out of the 
Be 
it, he 


thlehem, brought it to David. But when David | 
would not drink of it ; but g it out unto | 


pourin 
Lord, be ſad, Far be it from me, 0 Lord! that I 
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« ſhould do this: ſhall I drink the blood of theſe men that 
© have pur their hves in jeopardy?” For with the hazard 
of their lives they brought it, 2 Sam. xxiii. 15, 16, 17. 

It was not long after this, before another, and that more 
general, calamity befel Iſrael: for there aroſe a famine, 
which held three years ſucceſſively. The long continuance 
of this famine made David take it for a divine judgment; 
and inquiring ef the Lord for what reaſon it was ſent, 
the Lord anſwered, * That it was for Saul, and for his: bloody 
« houſe, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites,” 2 Sam. xxi. 1. 

| Theſe Gibeonites were not of the children of Iſrael, but 
of the remnant of the Amorites-: yet Joſhua and the princes 
of Iſrael, beguiled by their ' falſe pretences, had made 4 
league with them, and confirmed it to them by oath, whereby 
they had granted them their lives. And although this league 
was fraudulently obtained, yet being made, and ſolemnly 
ſworn to before the Lord, it was not to be broken. And 
therefore Joſhua and the princes of Iſrael, though they 
otherwiſe puniſhed the Gibeonites for deceiving them, yet 
they kept the league inviolably, and would not ſuffer the 
Iſraelites to touch them. Neither was this league violated 
during the times of the judges that ſucceeded for 
more than three hundred years, till Saul's time, who, it- 
ſeems, in his zeal for the children of Iſrael and Judah, flew 
the poor Gibeonites: though when, where, how, or why; 
this ſlaughter was committed, is ' not particularly ſet down 
in Scripture, ſo far as I obſerve, Neither was this a ge- 
neral ſlaughter, or total extirpation of them: for David had 
recourſe hereupon to the Gibeonites, to offer them ſatisfac- 


tion; which ſhews they remained a people, But Saul, by 


killing ſome of them, had broken the league, and violated _ 
the oath of God: for which divine vengeance was come 
upon Iſrael in general calamity. For even kingdoms ſome- 
times ſuffer for the fins which kings, in their kingly ca- 
pacity, commit. Thus forty years after Manaſſeh was dead, 


Judah ſuffered under Nebuchadnezzar for the fins of Ma- 


nafſeh their king, 2 Kings xxiv. 3. 
Now when David underſtood that this famine was ſent 
for the ſake of thoſe Gibeonites whom Saul had ſlain, he 


aſked the chief of the Gibeonites, * What he ſhould do 


for them: And wherewith. he ſhould make the atonement, 


— 


® 2 Sam. xXxi. 


F 2 - © that- 


T 
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© that they might bleſs the inheritance of the Lord.“ For 
the «curſe, even of a Gibeonite, for injuſtice done, or his 
bleſſing for juſtice executed, is of more force chan 1 is com- 


monly apprehended. 


The Gibeonites edel the king," We wil habe no 
© filver nor gold of Saul, nor of his houſe ; neither for us 
<:ſhalt\ thou kill any man in Iſrael: but the man that con- 
ſumed us, and deviſed againſt us that we ſhould be deſ- 

troyed from remaining in any of the coaſts of Iſrael, let 
«* ſeven men of his ſons be delivered unto us, and we will 
hang them up before the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom 
© the Lord did chooſe.* 

The king told them he would give them to them. And 
conſidering where to take them, he reſolved, however, to 
ſpare Mephiboſheth the grandſon of Saul, becauſe of the 
Lord's oath that had paſſed between Jonathan and him, 
and the intire affection and high friendſhip that had been 
between them. Wherefore, having little choice, he took: 
Armoni and another Mephiboſheth, two ſons of Saul, which 
he had by Rizpah his concubine; and with them the five 
ſons" of Merab, the elder daughter of Saul (for whom, in 
the text, Michal, his younger daughter, is ſet by miſtake) 
and delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, who 
hanged them all ſeven gucher before the Lord, in "the 
hill called Gibeah of Saul. | 

It was the beginning of eee n this execu- 
tion was made; and Rizpah (the mother of two of them) 
that ſhe might preſerve thedead bodies from being preyed upon 
by the fowls in the day-time, or the beaſts by night, took 


ſackcloth and ſpread it for herſelf upon the rock, from 


the beginning of the harveſt, until water dropped upon them 
out of heaven ; which being a token that God was appealed, 


the bodies might then be taken down. 


When David heard of the pious care which Rizpah the 
concubine of Saul had ſhewed for preſerving the dead bo- 
dies of Saul's ſons, he took the bones of Saul and of Jo- 
nathan his ſon from the men of Jabeſh-Gilead (who had 
long before ſtolen them from the ſtreet of Bethſhan,, where 
the Philiſtines hanged them after Saul was flain in Gilboa) 
and cauſed” them, together with the bones of thoſe ſeven 
who were. now hanged, to be buried at Zelah in the country 
of Benjamin, in the ſepulchre of Kifh the father of Saul. 
And after that, the Lord was intreated for the land : and 


by 
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by ſending rain, which produced plenty, and removed the 
| dearth, which want of the rain had cauſed, declared that 
he had accepted the atonement which had been made. 
; But trials and exerciſes ſtill attended David; and ſcarce _ 
was he freed from pinching famine, when he was again 
engaged in war: for the Philiſtines, who of all the enemies 
Iſrael then had, ſeem to have been the moſt reſtleſs and- 
unwearied, provoked him to battle. 8 8 
David therefore drawing forth his forces, joined battle 
with them; and the fight continuing long, David waxed 
faint. Which being obſerved by Iſhbibenob (who was one- 
of the ſons of the giant, and brother to Goliath, whom Da- 
vid in ſingle combat had ſlain; a man of that extraor- 


mf os FT 3 _ 3 we we 
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a dinary ftrength, that the head of his ſpear weighed three 
| hundred ſhekels of braſs;) he, being girded with a new 
/ ſword, preſſed upon David to have ſlain him. But Abiſhai, 
, the ſon of Zeruiah, David's nephew, interpoſing, ſuccoured 
. David, and flew the Philiſtine. : 
h David's men obſerving this, were ſo ſenſible of the dan- 
4 ger the king had been in, that they reſolved not to run 
M the like hazard again. And, therefore, in their affectionate 
) zeal for his ſafety, they plainly told him, binding it with 
L an oath, that he ſhould go no more to battle with them; 
| let (as they expreſſed their loyal affection by an high me- 
/þ taphor) he ſhould quench the light of Iſrael. Whereby 
*þ they intended to ſet. forth what confuſion and diſorder they 
) ſhould 'be left in, like men in the dark, in caſe he ſhould 
C be ſlain in the field. 8 
K The loſs of this giant did not ſo diſcourage the Phi- 
liſtines, but that they prepared for battle again; and at 
m r . 
af a place called Gob, or Gezer, where Sibbichai the Huſhathite 
1 (who was one of David's mighty men, captain of the eighth 
b diviſion or band for the eighth month, having four and 
Wy twenty thouſand men under his command, 1 Chron. xxvii. 
, 11.) ſlew Saph, or Sippai, who was of the ſons of the 
4 giant: whereby the Philiſtines were az that time beaten alſo, 
1 1 Chron. xx. N | 
* But they quickly rallied, and offered battle again in the 
I ſame place. And then Elhanan a Bethlehemite, another of - 
David's worthies, ſlew Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the 
. Gittite, a man of that exceeding ſtature and ſtrength, that 
7 the ſtaff of his ſpear alſo was (as his brother's had been) 
* like a weaver's beam. e 
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Vet were not the Philiſtines ſo ſubdued; but that a while 
after they joined battle again in Gath, having in their 
army another of the giant's ſons, who was not only a man 
of great ſtature, but was monſtrous in his limbs or mem- 
bers; for he had on each hand ſix fingers, and on each 
foot fix toes. But when he defied Iſrael, a nephew of 
David's,” whoſe name was Jonathan (the ſon of Shimea, 
David's brother) ſlew him. | uy ; 
Thus fell theſe four mighty men for ſtature and ſtrength, 
who were born to the giant in Gath; by whoſe fall the 
Philiſtines probably were ſo weakened or diſmayed, that we 
hear of no more action from them during the remainder of 
David's reign, © W n 
And now upon this deliverance, not only of his perſon 
from the late danger he had been in, but of his kingdom 
alſo from all hoſtilities, both civil and foreign, David, in 
2 thankful: fenſe of the goodneſs and favour of God to him, 
in freeing him at length from all his enemies, as he had 
done from Saul long before, ſpake (or ſang) unto the Lord 
that excellent ſong, compoſed of acknowledgments, thankſ- 
givings, and praiſes,” which is delivered in 2 Sam. xxil. 
and makes the eighteenth pſalm. 4d 

But David's troubles were not yet over; for the anger 
of the Lord was again kindled againſt Iſrael through Da- 
vid's means, and that brought great trouble to David. The 
occaſion was this. er $6 £4 ES 
Though David was grown old, and the Lord had given 
him reſt from all his enemies; yet the reſtleſs enemy to 
goodneſs, and to all good men, ſtirred up in David a vain 
curiofity to know the ſtrength of his kingdom; and in order 
thereunto moved and provoked him to number Iſrael. Here- 
upon David commanded the general of his forces, and the 
other captains of his hoſt, to go through all the tribes of 


Iſrael, from Dan even to Beerſheba (that is, from one end 


of the land to the other) and number the people; giving 
no another reaſon for it, but that he might know the number 


of them. | 


The ſnare which David did not ſee, Joab did; and would 
have diverted the king from it. To which end, in a more 
modeſt and humble ſtrain than was uſual with him, he ex- 


" poſtulated the matter with the king thus: 
a £50950 ben tied ein TY l 


# 2 Sam. xxiv. 1 Chron, xi. A. M. 2987. 
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„The Lord thy God make the people; how many ſoever 
C they be, an hundred times ſo many more as they be, and 
© that the eyes of my lord the king may ſee it: but- ſince 
© they-are all (whether few or many) my lord the king's 
© ſervants, why doth my lord require this awe. "Wy: wa 
© he be a cauſe of treſpaſs to Ifrael?? © + 
But notwithſtanding all that Joab and the ren of the 
captains of the hoſt urged againſt it, the king was reſo⸗ 
lutely bent to have it done; and his word prevailed againſt 
them all. About it therefore they went, though unwillingly; 
and having ſpent nine months and twenty days in -traverſi 
the land, from end to end, and fide to ſide, they Tera 
to Jeruſalem, and Joab gave up the ſum of the nde = 
the people to the king. 
But the account is differently related. Fer in 2 Sam: 


| 
xxiv. 9. the ſum given in, is eight hundred thouſand va- 
; liant men that drew the ſword in Iſrael, and five hundred 
| thouſand in Judah. Whereas in 1 Chron. xxi. 5. the ſum 
| given in for Iſrael, is eleven hundred thouſand, and for Ju- 
- dah but four hundred threeſcore and ten thouſand : io that 
F this latter account has three hundred thouſand more than 
the former in Iſrael, and thirty thouſand leſs than the former 
| in Judah. But it may be conſidered; that Joab, through 
— a diſlike of the work gave over numbering, and left it un- 
e finiſhed, 1 Chron. xxi. 6. and xxvii. 24. which might oc- 
caſion the different accounts, r 1 in by ſome more N 
n by others more ſparingly. 
0 No fooner was the account given in; but David was ſen- 
n ſible of his error, He needed not now, as in the caſe of 
Jy Uriah and Bathſheba formerly, be convicted by a parable ; 
- he was conivaed in himſelf. His heart ſmote him, and 
e made him break forth into an acknowledgment of his fin, 
of and a deprecation of it: © I have finned greatly, ſaid he 
d © to the Lord, in that I have done: and now I beſeech 
3 * thee, O Lord! take away the iniquity of thy” ſervant z ; 
er for I have done very fooliſhly.” | 
| The nature of David's fin is not particulady ſet Sha 
d that I obſerve. But beſides his preſumption in deſiring to N 
= know, that he might glory in the number and ſtrengtnx 4 
* of his people, and his doing it in an arbitrary way, Without 


any reaſon or cauſe, but merely to Seb his own will; 

he is ſuppoſed by ſome to have tranſgreſſed in not raiſing 
. the Lord's tribute Nei = People when they were num- 
e 5 10 l bored! 
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bered, according to an expreſs law, Exod. xxx. 12, 13. 
whereby it was provided, that when the people were num- 
bered, they ſhould, every man from twenty years old and 
above, pay half a ſanctuary ſhekel (which is valued of 
dur money fifteen pence) as an atonement and ranſom for 
their lives, that there might no plague come among them ; 
which _—_ was to be appropriated to the ſervice of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, And the ſum raiſed thereby, 
upon the firſt numbering of the people in the wilderneſs, 
amounted to an hundred talents, and a thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred threeſcore and fifteen ſhekels of the ſanctuary; which 
(reckoning a talent at three hundred and ſeventy-five pounds, 
and a ſhekel at two ſhillings and ſixpence) comes to (if I 
have not miſtaken in the reduction) thirty-ſeven thouſand 
ſeven hundred twenty-one pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and 
fixpence. Yet others, I know, are of opinion, that this 
_ capitation or poll - tax was not to be raiſed” upon every num- 
bering of the people. | 

But wherein ſoever the weight of David's fin in this caſe 
lay, the puniſhment was left to his own choice. For in the 
morning, by that time David was up, the Lord ſent his 
prophet Gad, David's ſeer, to ſay unto him, Thus faith 
© the Lord, I offer thee three things; chooſe thee one of 
© them, that I ajp Toy it unto thee (or bring it upon thee ; 
© that is, either years famine (ſo we read in 1 Chron. 
© Xxi. 12. though in 2 Sam. xxiv. 13. it is ſeven years; 
« which ſome think to be three years more added to the 
three years famine laſt paſt, which, with the fourth year 
© then running, would make ſeven; which yet would be but 
© three years of new puniſhment ;) or three months to be 
_ © deſtroyed before thy foes, while the ſword of thine ene- 
mies overtaketh thee: or elſe three days the ſword of 
© the Lord, even the peſtilence in the land; and the angel 
of the Lord deſtroying throughout all the coaſts of Iſrael. 
Now, therefore, ſaid the prophet, adviſe and conſider well 

« what anſwer I ſhall return to him that ſent me.” 
Here the gradation is by years, months, and days. Three 
years famine. Three months for the ſword to devour. Three 
days for the peſtilence to rage. Which ſhews, that three 
days of 28 is equivalent to three months of havock 
by the ſword; and three months of war, or deſtruction by 
the ſword, equal to three years famine. | 
Though to chooſe was a favour, yet the choice was hard: 
which made David ſay to the prophet, « I am in a great 

| * ſtrait,” 


/ 
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« tr ait.“ Vet having duly weighed all, he concluded, 4 Let 
us fall ipto the hand of the Lord (for his mercies are 
« great and many: ) but let us not fall into the hand of man.“ 
By which he choſe the peſtilence; wh'ch is here called the 
Sword of the Lord; and wherein the hand of God is more 
immediately ſeen, than in war or famine; wherein man may 


have a hand, eſpecially in war. | 


The choice thus made, the Lord accordingly ſent. a pe- 
ſtilence upon Iſrael, which laſted three days; and within 
that time there died of the people ſeventy thouſand men. 
Thus God ſuited the puniſhment to the ſin (though, not 
to the perſon ſinning;) - leſſening | the nun ber of them 
in whoſe number he would have gloried; yet. transferring, 
the immediate puniſhment from the king to the, people. 
Which may ſtand for another inſtance, that the ſubjects ſome+ 
times ſmart for the ſins which their rulers, in their ruling 
Capacity, comm. mn abe olga 

By this time the deſtroying angel, having ſcattered the 
plague throughout the land, was come to Jeruſalem, and 
had ſtretched forth his devouring ſword over the city; 
which David, and the elders of Irael who were with him, 
clothed in ſackcloth, perceiving, they fell upon their faces ; 
and David, humbly addrefling himſelf unto God, ſaid, Is 
© it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? 
© Even I it is that have ſinned, and done evil indeed. 
But as for theſe ſheep, what have they done? Let thy 
© hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God! be on me, and on 
my father's houſe, but not on thy people, that they ſhould - 
© be plagued.” ! At? | 1 "I , 

Now did the Lord repent him of the evil, and ſaid. to 
the angel that deſtroyed the people, © It is enough: ſtay 
© now thine hand.“ The angel, when he received this coun» 
termand, ſtood between the earth and the heaven, by the 
threſhing-floor of Araunah (called alſo Ornan, the. Jebulite, 
who, with his four ſons, was threſhing wheat, and ſeeing 
the angel, hid themſelves.) And forthwith the angel dul- 
patched the ſeer Gad to David, bidding him ſay unto him, 
* Go up, and ſet up an altar to the Lord, in the chreſhing- 
* floor of Araunah the Jebulite.” _ ECE1993 24) - ac? 

David made no delay. And as he was going, Araunah, 
ſeeing the king and his ſervants coming on towards him, 
went out to meet them; and bowing himſelf before the king, 
with his face towards the ground, aſked, « Wherefore 1 

| 5 or 
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© lord the king come to his ſervant?' To buy the threſh- 
ing · floor of thee, anſwered David, to build an altar therein 
© to the Lord, that the plague may be ſtayed from the 
people.“ Take it to thee, ſaid Araunah, and let my lord 
© the king do as he pleaſes with it: lo, I give thee, added 
© he, the oxen alſo for burnt-offerings, and the threſhing in- 
. © ftruments for wood, and the wheat for the meat-offering ; 
I give it all.“ Nay, replied David, but I will verily buy 
it for the full price: for I will not take that which is thine 
© for the Lord; nor offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord my 
God of that which coſt me nothing.“ Then coming to a 
price, David gave Araunah for the threſhing-floor and the 
oxen fifty ſhekels of filver. So we read it in Samuel; which, 
if ſhekels of the ſanctuary, makes fix pounds and five ſhil- 
lings: if common ſhekels, but half that money. But in 
Chronicles, it is fix hundred ſhekels of gold by weight; 
which, valuing each ſhekel at fifteen ſhillings, comes to four 
hundred and fifty pounds. The difference 1s great. But to 
help it, ſome the fifty ſhekels of filver, in Samuel, were 
for the oxen only, the price of the land being there omitted : 
and the fix h ſhekels of gold, in Chronicles, for land 
and oxen altogether. But the price ſeems extreme on the 
one hand or the other. | 7 
If any, unacquainted with the haſbandry of thoſe times, 
ſhould inquire what relation the oxen had to the threſhing- 
floor, that they were at it, and were fold with it, it may not 
be amiſs, for the information of ſuch, to obſerve here, that 
the ancients ufed-oxen for the quam, Tan threſhing out their 
grain ; and ſometimes with the oxen drew a wheel over the 
corn upon the floor, whereby the grain was beaten out. The 
uſe of the oxen in this work appears in the Moſaick law, 
which commanded, that they ſhould not muzzle the ox when 
he trod (or, as in the margin, threſhed) out the corn, Deut. 
XXV. 4. Which the apoſtle repeats to another purpoſe, 1 Cor. 
ix. 9. And that they uſed to get out their corn by turning a 
. Wheel about upon it, the prophet Iſaiah teaches, Iſa. xxvui. 
27. where he ſays, © The vetches are not threſhed with a 
© threſhing inſtrument : neither is the cart wheel-turned about 
© upon the cummin;* implying that the cart-wheel was 
turned about upon the grain. Which cuſtom 1s thought by 
ſome to be alluded to in Prov. xx. 26. where the wiſe king 
s ſaid to ſcatter the wicked by bringing the wheel over them. 
The threſhing inftruments alſo, mentioned here by Araunah, 
| comprehending . 


* 
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comprehending the yokes of the oxen, and the wheels, witk 


ſuch other implements as were n to faſten the oxen to 
the wheels, would afford much more wood for the burnt-of 
ferings than many flails could do. But to proceed: 2 
The place thus purchaſed, David built an altar there, and 
offered burat-offerings and peace-offerings, and called upon 


the Lord. And the Lord anſwered him from heaven, by fire 


upon the altar of burnt- offering; and ſo was the Lord ap- i 
peaſed for the land, and the plague was ſtayed from Iſrael, 


- 
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INCLUDING THE FIRST TWENTY CHAPTERS OF THE 
SECOND BOOK OF THE 


CHRONICLES; 


And containing an Hiſtory of 118 Years, from the Begin- 
ning of the Reign of King Solomon, over both Iſrael and 
Judah, to the End of the Reigns of Ahab King of Iſrael, 
and of Jehoſhaphat King of Judah. | 


ING David was now grown old; ſo that, although they 

K covered him with clothes, yet he wanted heat *. 

Wherefore ſome of his ſervants propoſed that a young virgin 

ſhould be ns to wait on the king, that ſhe might cheriſh 

him and keep him warm. This being approved of, they 

ſought through all the coaſts of Iſrael, and at length pitched 

upon a fair damſel, whoſe name was Abiſhag, called a Shu- 

namite, from the place where ſhe lived which was Shunem, 

a town in the tribe of Iſſachar, Joſh. xix, 18. and having 
brought her to the king, ſhe miniſtered to him, and cheriſhed 


The king's eldeſt ſon now living was Adonijah, a very 
goodly man, and one whom the king his father had been ſo 


* 1 Kings i. A. M. 2989. 
| indulgent 
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indulgent to, that he had not diſpleaſed him at any time, fo 
much as by ſaying in any caſe, why haſt thou done ſo? He, 
an ambitious prince, conſidering now his' father's age and 


weakneſs, and thinking he lived too long to keep him from 


the throne, exalted himſelf, and ſaid, < I will be king.“ And 
having (as his brother Abſalom had done) prepared himſelf 
chariots and horſemen, and fifty men to ran before him, he 


conferred with Joab his father's general, and with Abiathar 


the prieſt, who joining with him, and encouraging him, he 
made a great feaſt, to which he invited all his brethren, the 
king's ſons (except Solomon) ; and the men of Judah, the 
king's ſervants (except Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, 
captain of the king's guards, and the mighty men, whom he 
did not call to his feaſt). The deſign was, that when they 


| had feaſted well, and made the people merry, they ſhould 


proclaim Adonijah 2 

Of this conſpiracy the prophet Nathan having got know- 
ledge, haſted to queen Bathſheba, the mother of Solomon, 
and ſaid to her, © Haſt thou not heard that Adonijah the ſon 
of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knows nothing 


of it? Now therefore come, I pray thee, ſaid he, and let | 
me give thee counſel ; that thou mayeſt fave thine own lite, 


and the life of thy ſon Solomon. 5 

She liſtening to him, Go thee, ſaid he, unto king 
© David, and fay unto him, Didſt not thou, my lord, O 
* king, ſwear unto thine handmaid, ſaying, Aſſuredly, So- 
« lomon thy fon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my 
© throne? Why then doth Adonijah reign? And, added 
© he, while thou art yet talking with the king, I alſo will 


come in after thee, and confirm thy words.“ 


Bathſheba, thus inſtructed, went into the king's chamber, 


and bowing did obeiſance tö the king; who aſked her, * What 


« the would have.“ Whereupon the faid,. My lord, thou 
© ſvareſt by the Lord thy God unto thine handmaid, that 
Solomon thy ſon ſhould "alfatedly- reign after me, and fit 
© upon my throne. And yet now -Adonyah reigneth ; and 
thou, my lord the king, knowek it not. And he hath 


< {hain oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep. in abundance; and 
< hath invited all the reſt of the king's fons, with Abiathar 


the prieſt, and Joab the captain of the hoſt: but Solomon 
thy ſervant hath he not called. And thou, my lord, O 
* king! the eyes of all Iſrael are upon thee, expecting thou 
ſhouldeſt tell them * on.the throne of my lord the 
Vol. II. ; 4 king 
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king after him: otherwiſe it may come to paſs, that when 
* my lord the king ſhall ſleep with his fathers, I and my ſon 


Solomon ſhall be accounted offenders.” 


While ſhe yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet 
came in alſo (upon which, it ſeems, Bathſheba withdrew ; 
for when they had ſpoken ſhe was called in again, 1 Kings i. 
28.) And when they had told the king that the prophet was 
there, he was brought before him; having bowed himſelf 
with his face towards the ground, he ſaid, * My lord, O 
king! haſt thou ſaid Adonyah ſhall reign after me, and he 
« ſhall fit upon my throne? For he is gone down this day, 
and hath flain oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in abundance ; 
and hath called all the king's ſons, and the captains of the 
* hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt; and behold they eat and 
drink before him, and ſay, God ſave king Adonijah ! But 
me, even me thy ſervant, (ſaid he, not ſticking to put him- 
c {elf and others alſo before the prince) and Zadok the prieſt, 
and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and thy ſervant Solomon, 
s hath he not called. Is this thing done by my lord the king, 
and thou haſt not ſhewed unto thy ſervant who ſhould fit on 
the throne of my lord the king after him ?? | 

Upon this king David ſaid, © Call me Bathſheba;* who 


coming in, and ſtanding before the king, he ſware and ſaid 


unto her, As the Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my ſoul 
* out of ail diſtreſs, even as I ſware unto thee formerly, by 
# the Lord God of Ifrael, ſaying, Aſſuredly, Solomon thy 
* {on ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall. fit upon my throne in 
my ſtead, even fo will I cettainly do this day.” 
At that word Bathſheba, bowing with her face toward the 
earth, did reverence to the king, and ſaid, Let my lord 

king David hve for ever.” | 
Then ſaid the king, Call me Zadok the prieſt, and Na- 
than the prophet, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada.* (For 
Nathan, it ſeems, withdrew when Bathſheba came in the 
ſecond time, as ſhe had done before when he came in the firſt 
time) Theſe coming all three before the king, he ſaid to 
them, Take with you my ſeryants, and cauſe Solomon my 
£ ſon: to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to 
£ Gihon (a brook that ran between the city of David and the 
other part of Jeruſalem) ; and let Zadok the prieſt, and 
Nathan the. prophet, anoint him there king over Iſrael : 
and blow ye with the trumpet, and ſay, God fave. king 
Solomon]! Then ſhall ye come up after him, that he may 
$6 | come 
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come and fit upon my throne : for he ſhall be king in my 
« ſtead; and I have appointed him to be ruler over Iſrael and 
over Judah.” - Amen, ſaid Benaiah, and the Lord God 
* of my lord the king ſay ſo too. And, added he, as the 
Lord hath been with my lord the king, even ſo be he witlr 
Solomon; and make his throne greater than the throne of 
my lord king David.” 7X 


Down forthwith went Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the | 


prophet, and captain Benaiah, with the king's guards, the 
Cherethites and Pelethites; and cauſing Solomon to ride 
upon the king his father's mule, brought him to Gihon, 
where Zadok the prieſt, having taken with him an horn of 
oil out of the tabernacle, anointed Solomon ; which done, 
they blew the trumpet, and all the people cried our, © God 
* ſave king Solomon! Then came the people up after him, 
« piping with pipes, and rejoicing with great joy, fo that the 
earth rang with the ſound of them.” | 
By this time Adonijah and his gueſts, who were at En- 
rogel on the other fide of the brook Gihon, had juſt finiſhed 


their feaſt. And his party being ready to proclaim him king, 


they were ſurpriſed and ſtartled with the ſound of the trumpet, 


and the ſhouts of the people that attended on Solomon. ad | 


while Joab was muſing what that noiſe meant, as if the ci 

was in an uproar, in ttepped Jonathan, the ſon of Abiathar 
the prieſt, amongſt them; whom when Adonijah ſaw, he ſaid, 
Come in, for thou art a valiant man, and bringeſt good 
* tidings.” 


But when Adonijah had heard the tidings which Jonathaw 


now brought, he did not think them good. For Jonathar 
told him, * Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon 


king. For the king hath ſent with him Zadok the prieſt, 


and Nathan the prophet, and Benaĩah the ſon of Jehoiada, 


* with the Cherethites and the Pelethites his guards, and they , 


have cauſed him to ride upon the king's mule; and Zadok 
* the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, have anointed him 


king in Gihon, and they are come up from thence rejoic-- - 


ing, ſo that the city rang again; and this is the noiſe which 
© ye have heard. And now, added he, Solomon fits on the- 
* throne of the kingdom; and the king's ſervants coming to 
* bleſs our lord the king, ſaid, God make the name of Solo- 
mon better than thy name, and his throne greater than thy 
throne, Whereupon the king, bowing himſelf in reverence: 

to God as he lay upon his bed, ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord 
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Gad of Iſrael, who hath given me a ſucceſſor to ſit on my 
* throne this day, even while 1 myfelf am alive to ſee it.“ 
At this relation all the gueſts that were with Adonijah were 


ſo terrified, that they roſe up in a fright, and fled every man 
to ſhift for himſelf. | - . 


As for Adonijah himſelf, he ran for fear of Solomon, and 
caught hold of the horns of the altar, as a place of refuge for 
oſtenders, till he could have affurance from Solomon, that he 
would not put him to death. Which when Solomon heard of, 
he ſaid, © If he will ſhew himſelf a worthy man, there ſhall 
not an hair of his head fall to the earth (he ſhall ſuffer no- 
thing): but if hereafter wickedneſs ſhall be found in him 
< (if he ſhall again attempt any thing againſt me) he ſhall 
die.“ So king Solomon ſending this kind meſſage to him, 
they brought Adonijah from the altar to the king: and he 
bowing himſelf to king Solomon, in token both of thankful - 
neſs and ſubjection, and to acknowledge his ſovereignty over 
him, was diſmiſſed by the king to go to his houſe without re- 
ſtraint. | 

After this, David finding his natural ffrength more and 
more to decay, aſſembled all the princes of lirael, the chief 
of the tribes, and the captains of the companies that attended 
the king by courſe, and the captains over the thouſands, and 
over the hundreds, and the ſtewards that were over all the 
ſubſtance and poſſeſſion of the king and his fons, with the 
officers, and all the mighty and valiant men, unto Jeruſalem; 
where being all met together attending the king's pleaſure, 
king David, though weak, ſtood up upon his feet, and thus 
kindly beſpake them 1 - 

* Hear me, my brethren and my people. I had in mine 
© heart to build an houſe of reſt for the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, and for the footſtool of our God, and I had 


made ready for the building: but God faid unto me, Thou 


« ſhalt not build an houſe for my name, Howbeit, the Lord 
God. of Iſrael choſe me, before all the houſe of my father, 
to be king over Hrael. For he hath choſen Judah to be 
the ruler; and of the houſe of Judah, the houſe of my fa- 
ther; and among the ſons of my father, he liked me, to 
make me king over all Iſrael. And of all my ſons (for the 
Lord hath given me many ſons) he hath choſen Solomon my 
ſon to ſit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over 


Aa, + A a $48 


1 Chron, xxvilt, 


© Iſrael, 


iy © Iſrael. And he ſaid unto me, Solomon thy ſon, he ſhall- 

build my houſe and my courts : for I have choſen him to- 
re © be my fon, and I will be his father. Moreover, I will 
an « eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever, if he be conſtant to do my 

* commandments and my judgments, as at this day. Now, 
1d * therefore, ſaid David to them that were preſent, in the 
or © fight of all Iſrael, the congregation of the Lord, and in the 
he audience of our God, ſeek for and keep all the command 
f, © ments of the Lord your God, that ye may poſſeſs this good 
l © land, and leave it for an inheritance to your children after 
o- you for ever.“ 


m Then turning his ſpeech to his ſon. « And thou, Solomon 


all « my ſon, ſaid he, know thou the God of thy father, and- 

n, « ſerve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind; 

he for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the 

11+ « 1maginations of the thoughts, If thou ſeek him, he will 

er be found of thee : but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee 9 

e- «- off for ever. Take heed now, therefore, for the Lord hath 4 
choſen thee to build an houſe for the ſanctuary: be ſtrong |. 

nd and do it. 8 | | 

ef David then gave to Solomon his fon the pattern of the 

ed porch, and of the houſes thereof, and of the treaſuries there- | 

nd of, and of the upper-chambers thereof, and of the inner- par- 

he lours thereof, and of the place of the mercy ſeat, even the 

he pattern of all that he had by the ſpirit, viz. of the courts of 

n; the houſe of the Lord, and of all the chambers round about; 

re, of the treaſuries of the houſe of the Lord, and of the trea- 

us ſuries of the dedicated things: alſo for the courſes of the 
prieſts, and of the Levites, and for all the work of the ſervice 

ne of the houſe of the Lord; and for all the veſſels of ſervice in 

int the houſe of the Lord. . 

ad Then he delivered unto him by weight the gold and the 

ou ſilver which he had long been gathering together, and had 

Id laid up for this ſervice ; with particular direction how, and 

er, in what proportion, to apply it to the ſeveral uſes and parts 

be of the work, according to the underſtanding God had given 

fa - him of the pattern of the houſe, and of the veſſels and uten- 

to fils thereof. | W | 

the And then again exhorting him to be ſtrong, and of good 

ny courage to do it, he bid him © Not fear, nor be diſmayed ; 

yer for the Lord God, ſaid he, even my God, will be with | 
© thee, and he will not fail thee, nor forſake thee, until thou x 
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haſt finiſhed all the work for the fervice of the houſe of the 
Lord.“ 5 | 

And further to encourage him, he told him, The courſes 
© of the priefts and Levites ſhould be with him for all the 


ae ; and be fronkt ies within: 
_ © every willing ſkiifal man for all manner of workmanſhip 


© and ſervice ; and that the princes and all the people would 
de at his command - 

Which that they might the more readily be, he applied 
himſelf again n to them, and to the whole co ation, with- 
ing them to conſider, © That Solomon his ſon, whom alone 


< the Lord had choſen to that work, was yet but young and 


© tender, and the work was great: for the palace which he 
* was to build was not for man, but for the Lord God.” 

Then recounting to them how he had, at the pablick 
charge, with all his might prepared materials for the houſe of 
his God; as gold, filver, braſs, iron, wood, precious ſtones 
of divers forts and colours, and marble in abundance, for 
their ſeveral and proper ſervices (of which he had given his 
ſon Solomon a particular account) : and that, out of his high 
affection to the houſe of his God, he had (over and above 
all thoſe) given of his own proper goods three thouſand ta- 
lents of — gold of Ophir Calc aceounting each talent at 
four thouſand and five hundred pounds, amounts, if I mifcaſt 
them not, to thirteen millions and five hundred thonfand 
pounds) and ſeven thouſand talents of refined filver (which, 
reckoning each talent at three hundred ſeventy five pounds, 
makes two millions fix hundred and twenty-five thouſand 
pounds). He invited the bps a ee to a voluntary con- 
tribution, by ſaying, And who then is willing to conſecrate 
his ſervice this day unto the Lord ?? 

Upon this invitation, the chief of the fathers and princes 
of the tribes of Iſrael, and the captains of thouſands and of 


hundreds, with the rulers over the king's work, offered wil- 
liagly; and gave for the fervice of the houſe of God, of gold 


five thouſand talents and ten thouſand drachms (the five thou- 
ſand talents coming to two and twenty millions and five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds; and the ten thouſand drachms, at 


' fifteen © ſhillings apiece, coming to ſeven thouſand and five 
hangeed Pounds: in all two and W millions five hundred 
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and 


T ROT RaAn OP SO 760771 


& 


j 


Part I. SACRED HISTORY. 6p 


and ſeven thouſand and five hundred pounds in ). And 


of ſilver they gave ten thouſand talents ( g, at three _ 


hundred feventy-five pounds each, three millions feven hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand pounds in ſilver). Beſides eighteen 
thouſand talents of braſs, and an hundred thouſand talents of 


iron (which probably went by weight, whatever the gold and 


flver did). As many alfo as had precious ſtones, gave them 
to the treaſure of the houſe of the Lord. And when the of- 
fermgs were made, the people rejoiced, becauſe they had 


offered willingly, and with a perfect heart. And king David 


alſo rejoicing with great joy, brake forth into this fong of 
praifes and prayer unto the Lord before all the congregation. 

© Blefled be thou, Lord God of Iſrael, our Father, for 
ever and ever. Thine, O Lord! is the greatneſs, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty: fot 
© all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine. Thine is 
the kingdom, O Lord! and thou art exalted as head above 


© all, Both riches and honour come of thee, and thow 


© reigneſt over all; for in thy hand is power and might, and 
in thine hand it is to make great, and to give ſtrength umto 
all. Now, therefore, our God, we — thee, and praiſe 
* thy glorious name. | 


© But who am I? and what is my people, that we ſhould 
© be enabled to offer fo willingly after this manner? For all 


things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee: 
For we are ftrangers before thee, and ſojourners, as all our 
« fathers were: our days on the earth are (ſhort and tranſient) 
as a ſhadow: and there is no (certainty of) abiding, O 
Lord our God! all this ſtore, which we have prepared to 
build thee an houſe for thy holy name, cometh from thine 
* hand, and is all thine own. I know alſo, my God, that 


thou trieſt the heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. As 


for me, in the uprightneſs of my heart, I have willingly 
offered all theſe things: and now have I feen with joy thy 


people, which are preſent here, to offer willingly unto thee, 


„O Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, our fathers. 
© keep thy people ever in this mind, and eſtablith their heart 


unto thee! and give unto Solomon my ſon a perfect heart, 


© that he may keep thy commandments, thy teſtimonies, and 


thy ſtatutes, and do thy will in building the palace for 
which I have made proviſion.” | 
' Having thus poured forth his ſoul in praiſes and prayer to 


God, king David ſaid to all the congregation, © Now _ 
| «* the 


— 
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© the Lord your God.” Whereupon all the congregation 
bleſſed the Lord God of their fathers, and bowing their 
heads, worſhipped the Lord, and did reverence: to the king. 
And on the next day they offered -facrifices and burnt-offerings 
unto the Lord, even a thouſand bullocks, a thouſand rams, 
and a thouſand lambs, with their drink-offerings, and ſacri- 
fices in abundance for all Iſrael; and did eat and drink before 
the Lord on that day with great gladneſs. 

And in the midſt of this feſtivity they proclaimed Solomon 

. king the ſecond time, anointing him unto the Lord to be the 

chief governor; and Zadok to be the chief prieft. Then ſat 
Solomon on the throne of the Lord, as king, inſtead of David 
his father (or rather as co-rex with his father, during the little 
remainder of his father's life: for it does not appear that 
David reſigned his ſceptre until he reſigned his laſt breath.) 
And Solomon _ proſperouſly, all Iſrael —_— and 
all the princes and the mighty men, yea, and all the ſons alſo 
of king-David, ſubmitting themſelves unto Solomon as their 
Now when king David felt death more nearly approaching, 
he called his ſon Solomon to him, and giving him his laſt 
charge,“ ſaid, © I go the way of all the earth (which is a 
« periphraſis of dying): be thou ſtrong therefore, and ſhew 
c thyſelf a man. And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, 
© to walk in his ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, his command- 
ments, his judgments, and his teſtimonies, as it is written 
« in the law of Moſes; that thou mayſt proſper in all that 
© thou doſt, and whitherſoever thou turneſt thyſelf; that the 
Lord may continue his word which he ſpake concerning 
« me* when he ſaid, If thy children take heed to their way, 
© to walk before me in truth, with all their heart, and with 
© all their ſoul, there ſhall not fail thee a man on the throne 
of Iſrael.“ | 

Then coming to ſpeak of particular perſons and things re- 
lating to his government, Thou knoweſt,* ſaid he, what 
« Joab the ſon of Zeruiah did to me (referring probably to 
© his killing Abſalom contrary to his exprefs command, and 
© his ſpeaking ſo boldly to him afterwards) ; and what he did 
© to the two captains of the hoſts (of Iſrael and of Judah) 
« Abner and Amaſa, both whom he flew, and ſhed the blood 
of war in peace, putting the blood of war upon his bel 
and in his ſhoes (that is, doing it as openly and daringly 


— 
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as if it had been done in war). Do thor therefore accord= 
ing to thy wiſdom, and let not his hofry head go down 
* to the grave in peace. But ſhew kindneſs utits the ſons of 


* Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of thoſe that tat 


at thy table: for they furniſhed my table when I fled 
© becauſe of Abſalom thy brother. | 46 
And behold, faid he further, thou haſt with thee 8himel 
the ſon of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, who curſed me 
with a grievous curſe when I went to Mahanditti + but he 
came down to meet me at Jordan (in my return) and 
I ſware to him by the Lord, ſaying, I Will not put thee to 
death with the ſword. Now, therefore, hold Him not guilt- 
* lefs; for thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt what thou 
* oughteſt to do to him: but his hoary head bring thou down 
to the grave with blood. «21 e : 
If any think this direction of David's to his ſon Sdloffien, 
concerning Shimei, was too ſevere, inaſmuch as he had before; 
upon his ſubmiſſion, granted him his Hfe ; ſuck may de well 


„ 


to confider, that Shimei's offencs was two-fold ; agu Ged. 


as well as againſt David. God's law was expreſs; Exod. - 
xxii. 28. © } hou ſhalt not curſe the ruler of thy people.” 
Now David was not only the ruler of the people, bat God's 
anointed ; a king of his own immediate choice; whom he 
had raifed up to fight his battles, and ts execute his judgment 
upon Saul and his houſe, for kis diſobedience and rebellion. 
And therefore Shimei, in railing at and eurſing David, calls 
ing him a bloody man, and that with particular reſpect to the 
blood of Saul's houſe, did blaſpheme God, who had taken 
the kingdom from Saul, and given it to David. And although 
God was pleaſed to give David leave to ſhew his on eonde- 
icenfion and clemency, in forgiving Shimei's perſonal offefice 
againft him; yet he would not ſo paſs by the fin againſt Rim. 
ſelf : and therefore he both ſtirred up David to commit the 
puniſhment to his ſon and ſuceeſſor Solomon, and gave Solo- 
mon wiſdom fo to adjuſt the puniſhment, that Shimei might 
yet have eſcaped the ſevereſt part of it, if he had not brought 
it upon himſelf by a new tranſgreſſion, in breaking his oath 
afterwards, as we ſhall ſee hereaſter. | 
When David had ended his advice to his ſon, he 8 
prayer to God for him, and brake forth withal into à kind of 
prophetick declaration of the flouriſhing greatneſs, profperity, 
peace, and juſtice of Solomon's reign 5 which in fome res 
ſpects was typical of the reign and kingdom of Chriſt. This 
takes up the place of the feventy-fecond pſalm, and the ws 
* a+ | WO 


” 
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words thereof ſpeak this to be the laſt prayer or pſalm that 
David made. And being now ready to yield up the ghoſt, 
he breathed out his laſt. words to this effect: ALS ZN 

David the ſon of Jeſſe ſaith, even the man who was 
«* raiſed up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and 
© the ſweet pſalmiſt (or ſinger) of Iſrael ſaith, The Spirit of 
© the Lord ſpake by (or in) me, and his word was in my 
© tongue, The God of Iſrael ſaid, The rock of Iſrael ſpake 
© thus to me, He that ruleth over men ſhould be juſt, ruling 
© In the fear of God. And ſuch a one will be as the light of 
© the morning when the ſun riſeth ; even as a morning witk- 
out clouds: as the tender graſs ſpringing out. of the earth, 
© by the clear ſhining (of the ſun) after rain. And although 
my houſe be not ſo with God (not as a morning without 
clouds, but has had both clouds and ftorms) ; yet he hath 
made me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and 
© ſure; for in this is all my ſafety, and this is the ſum of my 
« deſire, although he make it not to grow. But the ſons of 
« Belial ſhall be all of them as thorns thruſt away (becauſe 
© they cannot be taken hold of with hands: but the man that 
© ſhall touch them had need be fenced with iron and the ſtaff 
© of a ſpear) and they ſhall be utterly burnt with fire in the 
« ſame place.” — 

Thus this great king, having reigned over Iſrael forty 
years, ſeven in Hebron, and three and thirty in Jeruſalem; 
and having lived to a good old age of ſeventy years, being 
full of days, riches, and honour, ſlept with his fathers, and 
was buried in his own city, the city of David“, 1 Chron. 
xxix. 26, 27, 28. BY 
Although Solomon, who ſucceeded his father David in the 
kingdom, was but a young man when he came to the crown; 
yet that he was married ſome time before, appears by the age 
of his ſon Rehoboam: for Rehoboam was in his forty - firſt 
year, 2 Chron. xii. 13. when he began to reign; which was 
immediately after his father's death, who reigned but forty 
years, 1 Kings xi. 42. ſo that Solomon had a ſon when he 

gan to reign. 

As ſoon almoſt as he was ſettled on his throne, an occafion 
was unhappily offered him to ſtain his ſword with his brother 
Adonyah's blood ; which thus 1 : | 

Adonijah, as was obſerved before, being the eldeſt ſon to 
king David then living, had aſpired to the crown in his 


* A, M. 2989. | | 
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father's life-time (which haſtened Solomon's acceſſion to the 
throne;) but, upon his ſubmiſſion, was pardoned by So- 
lomon. He now, whether with a deſign to ſtir up new 
troubles, as was ſuſpeted, or only taken with the Saw 
of the perſon, haſt caſt an amorous eye upon the fair Shu- 
namitiſh dame, young Abiſhag, who had been a concubi- 
nary wife to his father David for ſome little time before 
his death. And becauſe Adonijah knew he might not en- 
joy her without the king's conſent, and had not himſelf 
ſuch an intereſt in the king, as from thence to promiſe him- 
ſelf ſucceſs, he applied himſelf to the king's mother, the 
queen dowager Bathſheba, hoping by her mediation to prevail. 

When firſt he addreſſed himſelf to Bathſheba, ſhe remem- 


bering how he had acted before, and looking upon him as 


an enemy to her family, was ſomewhat doubtful of his in- 
tention; and therefore aſked him if he came peaceably ; 
which he aſſuring her he did; and withal telling her that 
he had ſomething to ſay to her; ſhe bid him, ſay on. Where- 
upon he thus beſpake her: 
Thou knoweſt, ſaid he, that the kingdom (in the right 
* line of inheritance). was mine; and all Iſrael (ſo he pleaſed 
* himſelf with thinking) ſet their faces on me, e ing 
* I ſhould reign. Howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and 
is become my brother's: for the Lord hath given it him. 
And now I aſk one petition of thee : deny me not.“ She 
bidding him ſay on; he ſaid, Speak, I pray thee, unto 
© Solomon the king (for he will not ſay thee nay) that he 
give me Abiſhag the Shumanite to wife.“ That I will,” 
replied ſhe ; and away ſhe went to the king about it. N 
When the king ſaw her coming, he roſe up to meet her, 
and bowing himſelf unto her, ſat down on his throne: and 
cauſing a ſeat to be ſet for her, ſhe\ſat on his right-hand. 


Then telling him ſhe had a ſmall petition to aſk of him, 


which ſhe defired him not to deny, he bid her aſk on; and 
ſomewhat too haſtily promiſed her that he would not ſay 
her nay. Whereupon ſhe ſaid, Let Abiſhag the | Shuna- 
mite be given to thy brother Adonijah to wife.“ 

King Solomon, ſtartled at ſuch an unexpected requeſt, 
anſwered, And why doſt thou aſk Abiſhag the Shuna- 
mite only for Adonijah? Aſk for him the kingdom alſo 
(for he is mine elder brother); even for him, and for 
* Abiathar the prieſt, and for Joab the ſon of Zeruiah.“ 


For Solomon concluded they were all three combined. again, 
| in 
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in a new conſpiracy againſt him. Wherefore, as before he 
over-haſtily promiſed his mother that he would not deny 
_ requeſt, ſo he now too readily ſware by the Lord, That 
< Adonijah had ſpoken this word againſt his own life, and 


5 „ ſhould die for out of hand.“ And without mare ado, 


fuch is the miſchief of arbitrary government, ſending Benaiah, 
the captain of his guards, he fell upon him and killed him. 
Then ſending for Abiathar the prieſt, ke ſaid to him Thou 
< art worthy of death. Vet I will not at this time put 
< thee to death, becauſe thou haſt borne the ark of the 
Sg God before David my father, and becaufe thou haſt 
- ſhare in all the afflictions that have attended my 
thee ro to Anatoth, to thy own pol- 
ate life.” 80 Solomon thruſt 
oled unto the Lord; and therein 
ſpake concerning 
and put Zadek in his room. 
Solomon had dealt with Adonijah 
ought if there was any ſafety for him, 
1 acle of che Lord. Thither there- 
betook himſelE, and caught hold on the horns of the 
ing for protection from the holineſs of the place. 
| : for beſides his treaſon in fiding with 
Adonijah, Joab was s doubly uilty of wilful murder, in the 
— aſſaſſinations of Abner and Amaſa; for which 
2 lawful to take the murderer from God's altar, and 
y him, Exod. xxi 14. Solomon therefore, hearing that 
was fled to the altar for refuge, bid Benaiah go draw 
from thence, and fall upon him. Away went Benaiah, 
and told him, The king's command was that he ſhould 
© come forth*. Joab, expecting nothing but death, reſo- 
lately anſwered, Nay : but (if I muſt die) I wik die here.” 
- Benaiah, unwilling to ſhed blood in the tabernacle, re- 


A ne a 
4. 


ported Joab's anſwer to the king; who thereupon bid "oa 
© Go, do as he hath faid : fall on him there, and then bury 


him; that, ſaid he, thou mayſt take away the innocent blood 
© which Joab ſhed, from me and from the houſe of my 
—— and the Lord ſhall return his blood upon his own 

© head, who fell upon two men more righteous and better 


© than hunfalf-(to wi wit, Abner, captain of the hoſt of Hrael; 
and Amaſa, captain of the hoſt of Judah) and flew them 
treacherouſly, without my "father's knowledge Benaiah 


coy going; don again; fell upon Joab and ſlew him; = 
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he was buried in his own houſe in the wilderneſs: and the | 


king made Benaiah general in his room. 
Shimei's turn came next; whom the king ſending” for, 


bid him build him an houſe in Jeruſalem, and dwell there, 


and not 50 forth from thence any whither, on pain of 
death. Shimei, fearing worſe, was glad he came off ſo; 


and therefore approving the ſentence of his confinement 


to the city, he anſwered, © The ſaying is good: as my lord 
„the king hath ſaid, fo will thy ſervant do ;z and he bound 
himſelf to it with a ſolemn oath. 
Three years he lived thus, ſtrictly Ae the ods. 
of his confinement.” But at the three years end; it ſo fell 
out, that two of his ſervants ran away from him, and went 
to Achiſh, king of Gath: which when Shimei underſtood, 


forgetting bünfelf, he ſaddled his aſs, and went forth to 


Gath to ſeek his ſervants; and having found them, he brought 
them back with him to Jeruſalem, | : 

There wanted not ſome informer or other to give king 
Solomon an account of this little excurſion that Shimei had 
made: whereupon the king ſent for Shimei, and taxing him 
with diſobedience and breach of oath, ſaid unto him, Did 
«© I not make thee to ſwear by the Lord, and did not 1 

< proteſt alſo to thee, ſaying, Know for a certain, that on the 
© day thou goeſt out, and walkeſt abroad any whither, thou 
0 malt ſurely die? And thou conſentedſt thereunto, ſaying, 
« The word that I have heard is good. Why then haſt 
thou not kept the oath of the Lord, and the commandment 
© that I have charged thee with ?? 
Then reminding/ him of his former ens ( fos which 
this confinement had been his - puniſhment) he ſaid to Shi- 
mei, © Thou knoweſt all the wickedneſs which thine heart 
© 1s privy to, that thou didſt to David my father. Therefore 
© the Lord ſhall return thy wickedneſs thine own head'; 
and king Solomon ſhall be bleſſed, and the! throne of Das 
vid ſhall be eſtabliſhed before the Lord for ever.“ Then 
giving the word to Benaiah, he following Shimei out, fell 
upon him that he died: and the n Was eſtabliſhed 
in the hand of Solomon. 

Solomon now Jooking upon himſelf as more ſafe, by the 
removal of theſe factious men (who were moſt likely. to have 
headed a party againſt him) and finding that the Lord was 


119 + 4 WANMoaggye AE EB 
r. II. H ws with 


244 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 
with bim, and had ſtrengthened him in his kingdom, he 
aſſembled all his chief officers, his captains of thouſands and 
of hundreds, his judges and governors in all Iſrael, with 
the chief of the fathers: and he, with all the congregation, 
went to the high-place that was at Gibeon. For though 
David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath-jearun to 
Jeruſalem, where he had pitched a tent for it; yet the ta- 


rnacle of the congregation of God, which Moſes the ſer. | 


want of the Lord had made in the wilderneſs, and the 
Drazen altar that Bezaleel made, remained ſtill at Gibeon. 

-  Thither went Solomon and the whole congregation, and 
offered a thouſand burnt- offerings upon the - brazen altar be- 
fore the Lord, who appeared to Solomon in a dream that 
night, and bid him aſk what he ſhould give him. Where- 
upon Solomon thus ſpake unto the Lord: - 

« Thou hat ſhewed unto thy ſervant David my father 
great bounty, according as he walked before thee in truth 
and in righteouſneſs, and in uprightneſs of heart with 
# thee: and thou haſt kept for him this great kindneſs, 
that thou haſt given him a ſon” to fit, on his throne, as at 
s this day. And now, O Lord my God! ſeeing thou haſt 
* made thy ſervant king, inſtead of David my father, over 
s thy choſen people, a great people that cannot be num- 
# bered for multitude ; and that I, who am but as a little 
child, know not how to behave myſelf in the diſcharge 
of ſo great an office: give, therefore, unto thy ſervant an 
underſtanding heart, furniſhed with wiſdom and knowledge, 
to judge thy people, that I may diſcern between good 
# and bad; for (without thy wiſdom) who is able to judge 
this thy ſo great a people? - | RT 

So well did this requeſt of Solomon's * the Lord, 
that he thereupon ſaid unto him, © Becauſe thou haſt aſked 
„this thing, and haſt not aſked long life, riches, or honour, 
s for thyſelf, nor the life of thine enemies; but haſt aſked 
for thyſelf underſtanding, wiſdom, and knowledge to diſ- 
gern judgment, that thou mayſt judge my people over whom 
I have made thee king; behold I have done according to 
thy words, and wiſdom and knowledge is granted unto 
F thee. - For I haye given thee a wiſe and underſtanding 
F heart, ſo that (for wiſdom) there was none like thee be- 
F fore thee ;- neither after thee ſhall any ariſe like unto thee, 


* 2 Chron. .. 1 Kings iii, 2 Chron. . 
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And I have alſo given thee that which thou haſt not aſked,- 
* to wit, both riches and honour ; ſuch as none of the kings 
have had that have been before thee ; neither ſhall there 
any after thee have the like. And if thou wilt walk im 
my ways, to keep my ſtatutes and commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then will I lengthen thy days alſo.? 
Solomon, waking from his. ſleep, was ſenſible that he had 
had a dream. FW coming back to Jeruſalem (after he had 
preſented himſelf before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
and had offered peace-offerings, and made a feaſt to all his 
ſervants) it was not long before occaſion was given him to 
exerciſe that wiſdom, which in his dream he had aſked, and 
the Lord had promiſed to give him. For a controverſy 
having ariſen between two women (who are called harlots, 
as Rahab is called, Joſh. ii. 1. but may rather perhaps be 
ſuppoſed to be victuallers) they came unto the king for 
judgment: and ſhe that was the plaintiff thus opened. the 
cauſe before him: | 5 
'© O my Lord! faid ſhe, I and this woman dwell in one? 
© houſez and I was delivered of a child with her in the 
* houſe. And it came to paſs, that the third day after 
* was delivered, ſhe alſo was delivered: but her child died- 
© in the night, becauſe- ſhe overlaid it. Then, there being 
no ſtranger in the houſe with us, but only we two alone 
together, ſhe aroſe at midnight, and took my ſon from 
beſide me while I ſlept, and laying it in her boſom; laid 
her dead child in my boſom. And when I aroſe in the 
morning to give my child ſuck, behold it was dead: but 
* when I had well viewed and conſidered it in the morning, 
© I found it was not my child which I did bear.“ 5 
She having thus ſtated her caſe, the other woman (who 
was the defendant). denying the charge, ſaid, Nay : but: 
the living is my ſon, and the dead is thy ſon. The com- 
plainant, on the other hand, W a þ No: but the dead 
is thy ſon, and the living is my fon,” | | 
Thus they bandied the cauſe to and fro; which the king; 
obſerving, and that there was no witneſs in the caſe, he cal- 
led for a ſword ; and when it was brought, he bid the officer 
divide the live child in two, and give half to the one and 
half to the other; which when the plaintiff-woman heard 
(whoſe indeed the living child was) her bowels. yearning. 
towards her ſon, ſhe cried out to the king, O my lord 


* give her the living child, and in no-wiſe lay it.“ But: 
an H 2 | the- 
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the other woman (who being no kin to it, had not any 


natural affection to it, but claimed it only to hide her own 
ſhame, or avoid puniſhment; for having overlaid her own 
child, and ſtolen her neighbour's faid, © Let it be neither 
mine, nor thine; but divide it.“ By which the king 
having diſcovered which was the true mother, adjudged the 
liring child to her. And when this came to be known 
abroad among the people, it made them reverence the king, 
and ftand in awe of him: for they ſaw by this, that the 


wiſdom of God was in him to do judgment. 


As Solomon had married an Ammonitiſn woman before he 
was king, who we may ſuppoſe was a proſelyte to the Jewiſh 
religion, elſe his godly father David would not have allowed 
it; ſo now, having made affinity with Pharaoh the king of 


Egypt, he took his daughter to wife, who it is likely was a 


proſelyte alſo, becauſe it is ſaid of him preſently after, That 
Solomon loved the Lord, and walked in the ſtatutes of 
David his father.” And becauſe he had not yet built him- 


ſelf a palace, he brought this his new queen into the city of 


David, until he had made an end of building not only his own 
houſe, but the houſe of the Lord, and the wall of Jeruſalem 
round about. But afterwards he made an houſe for Pharach's 
daughter, whom he had taken to wife. 


And now remembering the charge which his father king 
David had given him; and, purſuant thereto, determining 
to build an houſe for the name of the Lord, he ſent unto Hi- 
ram king of Tyre“ (who was ever a lover of David, and 
who, upon hearing that Solomon was anvinted king in the 


room of his father, ſent his ſervants to congratulate his ac- 
ceſſion to the crown). Firſt, therefore, defiring that the 
amity and intercourſe that had been between the two crowns 
might be continued, he wrote to Hiram after this manner : 
Thou knoweſt how that David my father could not build 
an houſe unto the name of the Lord his God, for the wars 


« which were about him on every fide, until the Lord put his 


enemies under the ſoles of his feet, But now the Lord my 
God hath given me reſt on every ſide ; ſo that there is nei- 
« ther adveriary, nor any thing elſe, to hinder. Wherefore 
I propoſe to build an houſe unto the name of the Lord my 
God, is the Lord ſpake unto David my father, ſaying, 
Thy ſon whom I will ſet upon thy throne in thy room, he 
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© ſhall build an houſe unto my name. Now, therefore, give 
«thou command unto thy workmen, that they hew me cedar” 
trees out of Lebanon: for thou knoweſt that there is not 
any among us that have ſkill to hew timber like unto the 
« Sidonians. Yet my ſervants ſhall be with thy ſervants in 
the work; and I will give thee hire for thy ſervants as thou 
© ſhalt ſet the price. Or I will give to thy ſervants, the- 
© hewers that ſhall cut the timber, twenty thouſand mea- 
© ſures of beaten wheat, and twenty thouſand- meaſures- 
© of barley, and twenty thouſand baths of wine, and twenty 
© thouſand baths of oil (a bath containing four gallons and a- 
© half).* He defired him alſo to ſend him a man that was 
ſkilful to work in gold, filver, braſs, and iron; and for em- 
broidering and graving, who might join with the artiſts which 
he had already of his father David's providing, and might- 
work with them. | | 

When king Hiram (who is called alſo Huram, 2 Chron.- 
1. 3.) had received this meſſage from king Solomon, he 
bleſſed the Lord, for having given to David a wiſe ſon to 
rule over ſo great a people, which he took, and rightly, to 
be a token of God's love to his people. Then returning. 
anſwer to king Solomon in writing, he expreſſed himſelf to 
this effect: | | : | 

IT have conſidered the things which thou ſenteſt to me for, 
and will anſwer thy deſire concerning timber, both of cedar 
and of fir, My ſervants ſhall bring them down from Le- 
© banon to the ſea ; and I will convey them by ſea in floats- 
to Joppa, and diſcharge them there. And now I have ſent - 
* thee a ſkilful artiſt (that belonged to my father Huram)- 
© whoſe mother was of the tribe of Dan ; but his father was- 
a Tyrian, He is endued with underitanding to work in 
gold, ſilver, braſs, iron, ſtone, and timber, and in purple, 
* blue, crimſon, and fine linen; to grave alſo any manner of. 
* graving ; and to find out every device which ſhall be put 
to him. And as for the wheat, the barley, the oil, and. 
the wine, which my lord hath ſpoken of, let him ſend them 
© unto his ſervants.” $4 4 
Having received this anſwer from Hiram, king Solomon- 
cauſed the workmen that were ſtrangers to be numbered; and 
finding them to be an hundred fifty and three- thouſand and- 
fix huadred men, he appointed ſeventy thouſand of them to, 
be bearers of burdens, and eighty thouſand to be hewers in, 
the mountain of Lebanon 8 and the other three thouſand, and - 
5 3 N x 
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fix hundred he ſet over the reſt, as overſeers of the work. 


Thirty thouſand alſo he raiſed of his own people, whom he 


ſent to Lebanon, to work with king Hiram's men. But theſe 
being divided into three companies, went by their courſes, 
ten — nd at a time; where having ſerved their month, 


they returned, and another ten: thouſand ſucceeded them: ſo 


that every one of theſe was one month abroad in the ſervice, 
and two months at home. And of theſe Adoniram (which 
ſignifies the high lord) had the overſight. 

All things being thus in readineſs, on the ſecond day of 
the ſecond month (by the Jews called 'Ziff) in the fourth 
year of his reign * (which was exactly four hundred and 
eighty years from the coming up of the children of Iſrael out 

the land of Egypt) king Solomon began to build the houſe 
of the Lord in mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared 
unto David, and in the very place which David had prepared, 
in the threſhing-floor of Araunah (or Ornan) the Jebuſite 
(and where Abraham, long before, had been direQed by 
God to offer up his ſon Iſaac, Gen, xxii. 2.) ; laying the 
foundations thereof of hewn ſtones,' great and coſtly. The 


dimenſions and deſcription whereof, with the ornaments and 


richneſs thereof, the reader may ſee at large in 1 Kings vi. 
&c. and 2 Chron. in. &c. And in his eleventh year, in the 
month by the Hebrews called Bull, which is the eighth month, 
was the houſe finiſhed throughout all the parts of it, So that 
it was ſeven years and fix months in building. And ſuch 
care was taken for the ſquaring and fitting of the materials 
before they were brought thither, that there was neither ham- 
mer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron, heard in the houſe while 
it was in building. | 

For Solomon's encouragement while he was building it, 
the word of the Lord came to him, ſaying, © Concerning 
© this houſe which thou art building: if thou wilt walk in 
my ſtatutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my 
© commandments to walk in them; then will I perform my 
« word with thee, which I ſpake unto David thy father; and 


I will dwell among my people, the children of Iſrael, and 
© will not forſake them,” 


Whan king Sblomon had fully finiſhed the houſe of the 


Lord 4, and had placed all the veſſels for ſervice and orna- 
ment in it, he aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, and all the heads 
of the tribes, and the chief of the fathers of the children of 
1 Kings v. 2 Chron, ii. A. M. 2993. + A.M. 301. 

| | | | Iſrael 
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Iſrael in Jeruſalem, to bring 


the Lord out of the ci 
was the more readily 


X [ 


up the ark of the covenant of 
of David, which was Zion, Which 
ne, becauſe it was the time for: the” 


feaſt of tabernacles ; which 


by divine appointment {Levit.” 


xxiii.) was held, with other ſolemn feaſts, in the ſeven ch 
month, by them called Ethanim : at which time all their 
males were obliged to appear before the Lord in the place 
which he ſhould chooſe (Deut. xvi. 16.) which was this new 
built temple. 5 8 | 
Being therefore thus aſſembled, the prieſts and Levites 
(whofe charge it was) took up the ark, with the tabernacle, 
and all the holy veſſels that were in it ; and having brought 
them up, and placed them in their reſpective places appointed 
for them in the temple, when the prieſts (who now attended 
in a body) were come out of the holy place, and they (with 
the Levites and other officers of the temple): ſang, accom-- 
panied with their trumpets and other inſtruments of muſick, 
the cxxxvith pſalm, the cloud filled the houſe of the Lord, ſo 
that the prieſts could not ſtand to miniſter becauſe of the cloud? 
for the glory of the Lord had filled the houſe of the Lord. 
Which Solomon obſerving, took occaſion from thence to in- 
fer, that the Lord had taken (as it were) poſſeſſion of the 
place; urging what the Lord had formerly ſaid, * That he 
© would dwell in the thick darkneſs.*? Which expreſſion, be- 
cauſe we no-where read it in thoſe terms, is ſuppoſed to be 
taken from Levit. xvi. 2. where the Lord ſaid, I will ap- 
© pear in the cloud upon the mercy-ſeat.* . But I, faid So- 
© Jomon, have built thee an houſe to dwell in: a ſettled place 
© for thee to abide in for ever.“ | 
Then turning his face about, he bleſſed all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, and ſaid, © Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
* who hath with his hands fulfilled that which he ſpake with 
© his mouth to my father David, when he ſaid, Since the day 
© that I brought forth my people Iſrael out of Egypt, I choſe 
no city out of all the tribes of Iſrael wherein to build an 
houſe, that my name might be therein; but I have choſen 
| Fanny that my name might be there; and I have choſen 
avid to be over my people Iſrael. And whereas, added 
© Solomon, it was in the heart of my father David, to build 
© an houſe for the name of the Lord God of Iſrael, the Lord; 
accepting the good-will of my father, ſaid to him, Thou 
« didft well, in that it was in thy heart, notwithſtanding thou 


21 Kings viii. 2 Chron. v. 
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© ſhalt not build the houſe : but thy ſon, which ſhall come 


forth out of thy loins, he ſhall build the houſe for my name. 


The Lord therefore hath performed his word that he hath 
« ſpoken: for I am riſen up in the room of David my father, 


and am ſet on the throne of Iſrael, as the Lord promiſed ; 


and have built the houſe for the name of the Lord God of 
< Ifracl: and in it have I put the ark, wherein is the cove- 


' © nant of the Lord that he made with the children of Iſrael.” 


Having thus made a thankful acknowledgment of the 
faithfulneſs and gracious goodneſs of the Lord, both unto him 
and to his people, he kneeled down before all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, upon the brazen ſcaffold of five cubits ſquare 
and three cubits high (which he had made and ſet in the 
midſt of the court before the altar of the Lord) and ſpreading 
forth his hands towards heaven, he thus addreſſed himſelf 
unto the Lord : 

O Lord God of Iſrael ! there is no God like thee in the 


© heaven, nor in the earth, who keepeſt covenant, and ſheweſt 
© mercy unto thy ſervants, that walk before thee with all 


© their hearts. Thou who haſt kept with thy ſervant David, 


my father, that which thou promiſedſt him, and haſt ac- 


5 fulfilled what thou ſpakeſt to him (with reſpect to my 
building this houſe to thee) as it is this day: keep now, O 
Lord! with thy ſervant my father that alſo which thou 
< didſt promife him, when thou ſaidſt, There ſhall not fail 
© thee a man in my fight to fit on the throne of Iſrael, pro- 
« vided thy children take heed to their way, to walk before 
me in my law, as thou haſt walked before me. Now then, 
O Lord God of Iſrael! let thy word be verified which thou 
© haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant David. : 

© But (correcting himſelf, with reſpect to his deſire, that 
God would at all times vouchſafe his preſence to his people 


© jn that houſe) will God, ſaid he, in very deed dwell with 


© men on the earth? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of 
© heavens, cannot contain thee : how much leſs this houſe 


which I have built! Yet have thou reſpect, added he, 


© unto the prayer of thy ſervant, and to his ſupplication, O 


© Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer 


© which thy ſervant prayeth before thee this day; that 
« (ſpeaking after the manner of men) thine eyes may be open 
toward this houſe night and day: even towards the place of 
© which thou haſt ſaid, that thou wouldſt put thy name there, 
© That-thou mayſt hearken to the prayer which thy gar 
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ſhall make in this place, and hearken to the ſupplication of ' 


thy ſervant, and of thy people Iſrael, when they ſhall pray 
towards this place. And hear thou in heaven, thy dwel- 
ling place; and when thou heareſt, forgive.“ 
Having thus ſupplicated the Lord in general terms, he 
Agende to particulars, ſaying, 
© If a man treſpaſs againſt his neighbour, and an oath be! 
* required of him; whereupon he come to ſwear before thine 
c altar in this houſe-: then hear thou from heaven, and do, 
and judge thy: ſervants ; condemning the wicked, to re- 
* compence his way upon his head; and juſtifying the 
© righteous, to give him according to his righteouſneſs. 
If thy people Ifrael be ſmitten down before the enemy 
C 1 they have ſinned againſt thee, and they ſhall turn 
again to thee, and confeſs thy name, and ſhall pray, and 
c - ſupplication unto thee, towards this houſe : then hear 
thou in heaven, and forgive the ſin of thy people: Iſrael; - 
* and bring them again unto the land which thou gaveſt unto- 
them and to their father s. 
„When the heaven is ſhut, and there is no rain, e 
they have ſinned againſt thee; if they pray towards this 
place, and confeſs thy name, and turn from their fin when 
thou doſt afflict them: then hear thou in heaven, and for- 
give the fin of thy ſervants, and of thy people Iſrael, and 
teach them the good way wherein tins mould walk, and 
* ſend rain upon the land which thou haſt given to'thy ped-- 
ple for an inheritance. > 
If there be famine in the land; if there be peſtilence, 
* blaſting, mildew, locuſts, or caterpillars; if their ey 
beſiege them in the cities of their land; whatſoever 
© or ſickneſs befall them; what prayer or ſupplication 2 
* ſhall be made by any man, or by all thy people Iſrael, 
when every man ſhall know his own plague, and his o⁷]n 
grief, and ſhall ſpread forth his hands towards this houſe, * 
then hear thou in heaven, thy dwelling- place, and forgive, 


© and render unto every man according to his ways, whole *_ 


© heart thou knoweſt (for thou only knoweſt the hearts of the 
children of men); that they may fear thee, to walk in thy 
ways all the days that they lieq in _ land which thou 
gaveſt unto our fathers. 
© Moreover, concerning the nuke 7 dich is not of my 
, Peoples Iſrael, but ——. out from a far country for thy 
* great name's ſake (for — hear of thy . 
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© of thy ſtrong hand, and of thy ſtretched- out arm); when he 

© ſhall come and pray towards this houſe: then hear thou in 

© heaven, thy dwelling-place, and do according to all that the 

© ſtranger calleth unto thee for ; that all the le of the 
earth may know thy name, and fear thee (as doth thy people 

© Iſrael) and that they may know that this houſe which I 

© have builded is called by thy name. 

If thy * out to battle againſt their enemy, whither- 
© ſoever thou ſhalt ſend them, and ſhall pray unto thee towards 


this city which thou haſt choſen, and towards the houſe that 


© I have built for thy name: then hear thou in h2aven their 
prayer and ſupplication, and maintain their cauſe. 

If they fin againſt thee (for there is no man but may {in 
gui non peccet]; ſo Jerom, ſo Pagnine, ſo Arias Montanus, 
« ſo Tremellius and Junius turn it, and ſo Dr. Gell reads it, 
and contends that it ſhould be read, Eſſay, page 768.) and 
thou be angry with them, and deliver them unto the enemy, 
«that they carry them away captives into a land far or near; 


_ © yet if they ſhall bethink themſelves in the land whither they 


care carried captives, and ſhall repent, and make ſupplication 
unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, 
« ſaying, We have ſinned, and have done perverſly, and have 
committed wickedneſs, and ſo return unto thee with all their 
« heart, and with all their ſoul, and pray unto thee towards the 
land which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, the city which 
thou haſt choſen, and the houſe which I have built for thy 
© name : then hear thou their prayer and ſupplication in hea- 
ven, thy dwelling- place, and maintain their cauſe, and for- 
give thy people that have ſinned againſt thee, all their tranſ- 
c grefſions wherein they have tranſgreſſed againſt thee ; and 
give them compaſſion before them who carried them captive, 


that they may have compaſſion on them: for they be thy 


people and thine inheritance, which thou didſt bring forth 
out of Egypt from the midſt of the furnace of iron. 

Let now, O my God ! I beſeech thee, thine eyes be 
open, and thine ears attentive, unto the prayer that ſhall be 
made in this place. Ariſe now, therefore, O Lord God! 


_ © into thy reſting-place (ſo he called this fixed temple, in 


© compariſon of the moving tabernacle) thou, and the ark of 
thy ſtrength. And let thy prieſts, O Lord God! be clothed 


with ſalvation, and thy ſaints rejoice in goodneſs.” 


When Solomon had ended his prayer and ſupplication to 
the Lord, he aroſe from his knees, and ſtanding up — the 
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altar of the Lord, he bleſſed the congregation of Iſrael, ſay- 


burnt- offering and the ſacrifices. And the glory of the Lord 


of two and twenty thouſand oxen, and an hundred and twenty 2 


Levites playing on their inſtruments of muſick, which king 


twenty cubits (or yards) ſquare, 2 Chron, iv. 1.) was too 
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ing with a loud voice, Bleſſed be the Lord that hath given 
« reſt unto his people Iſrael, according to all that he pro- 
© miſed, not one word having failed of all his good promiſe 
«© which he promiſed by the hand of Moſes his ſervant. The 
Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers, Let 
© him not leave us, nor forſake us; that he may incline our 
hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his 
© commandments, his ſtatutes, and his judgments, which he 
© commanded our fathers. And, added he, let theſe my 
words, wherewith I have made ſupplication before the 
Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day and night; that 
he may maintain the cauſe of his ſervant, and the cauſe of 
< his people Iſrael at all times, as the matter ſhall require; 
that all the people of the earth may know that the Lord is 
< God, and that _ is _ 3 2 in pam... 
Then turning his more y to the people, © Let 
© your heart thorefort  fald he, be perfect with the Lord our 


God, to walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep his command- i 


ments, as at this day.* Tos a 5m Sit 3 

When thus the king had finiſhed his prayer and bleſſing, 
both he and all the people with him offered ſacrifices. before 
the Lord . And the Lord, to teſtify his acceptance of Solo- 
mon's prayer, ſent fire from heaven, which - conſumed: the 


filled the houſe, ſo that the [prieſts could not enter into the 
houſe of the Lord, becauſe of the glory of the Lord that 
filled it. And when all the children of Iſrael ſaw. the fire 


come down, and the glory of the Lord upon the houſe, they 


bowed themſelves upon the pavement with their faces to the | 


ground, and praiſed the Lord, repeating thoſe words of the 

„ TR For he is good, for his mercy. endureth - 
4 r ever.” 1 nc 11 ban: oat fied | 
At this dedication of the houſe of (the Lord, the king and 

all Iſrael joining, they offered a peace-offering unto the Lord 


thouſand ſheep; the prieſts waiting on their offices, and the 
David had made to praiſe the Lord with. And becauſe the 
brazen altar, which Solomon had made (though it was 


® 1 Kings vui.  _ 2 & Chron vii. 7 


| 
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little: to receive the offerings, the king hallowed the middle 
of the court, that was before the houſe of the -Lord, and 
offered burnt-offerings there. 
Thus king Solomon having held a ſolemn feaſt, and all 
Iſrael with him, for fourteen, days together (ſeven days for 
the feaſt of tabernacles) on the three and twentieth of the ſe- 
cond month (which was the eighth day after the feaſt of ta- 
bernaeles began, and the next day "_ it was ended) he 
ſent the people away: who, the king, went unto 
their tents joyful ww: 1 glad in heart, all the goodneſs that 
the Lord had ſhewed o David and Solomon his ſervants, 
and to his people Iſrael. | 
© After this ſolemn dedication of the houſe of the Lord, the 
Lord appeared a to Solomon by night “, as he had ap- 
unto him before at Gibeon (1 Kings iii. 5.) and ſaid 
unto him, © I have heard thy prayer, and have choſen this 
place to myſelf for an houſe of ſacrifice, and have hallowed 
it, to put my name there for ever: mine eyes and my 
< heart ſhall be there perpetually. And if thou wilt walk 
before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of 
heart, and in uprightneſs, to do according to all that I have 
© commanded thee, and wilt keep my ſtatutes and my judg- 
ments: then will I eſtabliſh the throne of thy kingdom upon 
« Iſrael for ever, as I promiſed David thy 3 when I 
„ ſaid, There ſhall not fail thee a man upon the throne of 
Iſrael. But if you ſhall at all turn from me, you or your 
children, and will not keep my commandments: and my 
ſtatutes, which I have ſet before you; but go and ſerve 
© other gods, and worſhip them: then will I cut off Iſrael! 
< out of the land which I have given them; and this houſe 
< which I have hallowed for my name, will I caſt out of my 
« ſight,” and Iſrael hall be a proverb and a by-word amongſt 
© all people. And at this houſe, which is high, every one 
< that paſſeth by ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and ſhall hiſs ; and ſhall 
<" fay, Why hath the Lord done thus unto. this land and to 
© this houſe? And they ſhall anſwer, Becauſe they. forſook 
the Lord their God, who brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon (or put 
their confidenec in) other gods, and have worſhipped them, 
© and ſerved them: therefore hath che Lord nga: _ 
them all this evil. © 
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daughter) to dwell in; which was thirteen years in building“, 
1 Kings vii. 1. not that he was either more curious, or more 
magnificent, in building his own houſe, than in building the 
Lord's; but he had his materials to provide for his, own 
houſe, moſt of which were provided in readineſs by his father, 


for the Lord's houſe ; and he employed more workmen, for- 


expedition-ſake, about the Lord's houſe, than about his own, 
And when this palace was finiſhed, and furniſhed, he brought 
up his queen (the daughter of Pharoah) from the old palace, 
which was called the city of David, and ſettled her in the 
houſe he had built for her: for he ſaid, My wife ſhall not 


. © dwell in the houſe of David, king of Iſrael, becauſe the 
places are holy, whereunto the ark of the Lord hath 


© come 1. 


Divers other houſes: alſo did "A WE afterwards build, 


whereof that ſeems to be the chief, which was called the 
foreſt of Lebanon t; which, being an hundred. cubits in 
length, fifty cubits in . breadth, and thirty cubits in height, 
was ſet upon cedar pillars, in four rows, and is deſcribed in 
1 Kings vil. 2, &c. | 3 

King Solomon, having received great kindneſs from Hiram 
king of Tyre ho had furniſhed him with timber of cedar 
and of fir, and with gold in abundance) ; he, in requital, 
gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee ; which bor- 
dering upon Tyre, is reckoned by Tremellius and Junius a 
part of the holy land ; and for that reaſon, perhaps, 1s called 
Galilee of the Gentiles, Mat iv. 15. yet others think other- 
wiſe, | | | 
But when Hiram came from Tyre to ſee theſe cities, they 


” 


did not pleaſe him at all. Wherefore, to ſhew his diſlike of 


them, he aſked Solomon, © What cities are theſe which thou 
© haſt given me, my brother ?? and calling them the land of 
Cabul (that is, diſpleaſing or dirty), he reſtored them to do- 
lomon, who afterwards rebuilt theſe cities, and, ſending co- 
lonies of the children of Iſrael thither, cauſed them to dwell 


therein, which probably occaſioned our Saviour to be fo con- 


verſant afterwards in Galilee. 
But though Hiram did not accept Solomon's preſent, yet 
no unkindneſs or breach of friendſhip enſued thereon. between 


* A.M, 3014 + 2 Chron, viii. 11. f 1 Kings iz. 
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| When king Solomon had finiſhed the houſe of the Lord, he 
built a ſtately palace for himſelf and his queen (Pharaok's 


| 
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the two kings. For Solomon, having built a navy of ſhips 
in Ezion-Geber, at the ſea fide, in the land of Edom, Hiram 
not only — ſome of his own ſhips with king Solomon's, 
hut furniſhed him alſo with expert mariners to man his fleet 
to Ophir; from whence they fetched four hundred and twenty 
(or, as in 2 Chron. viii. 18. four handred and fifty) talents 
of gold, of which they are faid to have brought four hundred 
calents to Solomon, and the reſt, it is ſuppoſed, were ſpent in 


the expedition. 


King Hiram alſo is ſaid to have ſent to king Solomon fix 
ſcore talents of gold, 1 Kings ix. 14. And the weight of 

d that came to Solomon in one year, was fix hundred fixty 
and. fix talents of _ Chap. x. 14. beſides what he had of 
the merchants, an 
of countries, ver. 15. And fo plentiful was gold in his 
time, that ſilver was of no account; for not only the veſſels 
of his houſe were of gold, ver. 21. but he made two hundred 


and three hundred ſhields, all of beaten gold, ver. 
16, 17. A throne alfo of ivory, overlaid with the beſt gold, 


yer. 18, &c. | | 

Now did Solomon experience the fulfilling of that gracious 
promiſe, which the Lord had made him (1 Kings iii. 12, 13.) 
that becauſe he had not aſked riches, nor hononr, but only 
wiſdom (and that not for oftentation, but for real ſervice, 
that he might judge and govern his people ari 
him both wiſdom, riches, and honour; ſo that he exceeded all 
the kings of the earth for riches and for wiſdom. And as 


- they all ſought to Solomon, that they might hear his wiſdom, 


which God had put into his heart; ſo they brought him 
every man his preſent, veſſels of ſilver, and veſſels of gold, 
and garments, and armour, and ſpices, with horſes and mules, 
& certain rate year by year. * 

For God had given Solomon wiſdom and underſtanding, 
and bad enlarged his heart e. he ſo that he excelled 
in wiſdom all the philoſophers and afrologers of Egypt, and 


of all the eaſt country. And though Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Heman (mentioned in the titles of Pfal. Ixxxviii. and Pſal. 


Ixxxix) with Chalcol and Darda, were the moſt celebrated 
men of thoſe times for wiſdom ; yet he was wiſer. than they, 
and indeed than all men. He ſpake three thouſand proverbs* 
( moſt of which are thought to have been loſt in the captivity), 


1 Kings. x. 1 Chron. iz, 
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of the kings of Arabia, and the governors - 
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and his ſongs were a thouſand: and five. He diſeourſed alſo | 
of the natures, properties, and virtues of all trees, plants, * wa 
and herbs ; and of beaſts, fowls, creeping things and fiſhes 3 | 
ſo that his fame being ſpread in all nations round about, there | 
came of all people ta hear his wiſdom, from all the kings of | 
the earth that had heard of it, i Kings iv. 29, &c. (74 1 
Among the many whom the fame of his wiſdom and | 
grandeur drew to his court, the Ethiopian queen (called in | 
Matt. xii. 42. the queen of the ſouth, and here che queen of 
Sheba) was ane, Wha having heard much of the fame of 
Solomon, and concerning the name of the Lord, had a-defire: | 
ta try his (kill in reſolving difficult queſtions ; and for that bl 
end came from her on country to Jeruſalem, attended with 1 
' very great train. And having made a royal preſent to 
King Solomon af abundance of rich ſpices, with precious 
ſtones, and very much gold (no leſs than an hundred and 
twenty talents), ſhe conferred with him, and propounded 
riddles to him, and he refolved them all. For there was 
nothing hid from him, of the moſt abſtruſe and knotty queſ- 
tions, which he did not open to her. 55 | 
This filled her with admiration of his profound wiſdom. ' 
But when ſne had viewed the houſe of the Lord, which he 
had built; and his own houſe, and had duly confidered the 
economy of his houſhold, the proviſions of his table, the: 
degrees and order of his ſervants, and the attendance of his 
miniſters, with their apparel; but more eſpecially the ſtately 
| aſcent he had made, by which he went up to the houſe of the 
ö Lord, ſhe was even overcome with wonder, and ſaid to the 
| king, © It was indeed a true report which I heard in mine own 
, land of thine acts and of thy wiſdom ; howbeit, I believed 
, not the words, until I came, and mine own eyes had ſeen it. 1 
* And now I find that the one half of the greatneſs of thy | 
* wiſdom was not told me: for thou exceedeſt the fame that. 19308 
© I had heard.” 8 | | i 
Then breaking forth into admiration and praiſe, ſhe added, 1 
Happy are thy men, and happy are theſe thy ſervants, i 
* which ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy wiſdom,” - 
And bleſſed be the Lord thy God, who delighted in thee, 
to ſet thee on the throne of Ifrael, becauſe the Lord loved 
* Iſrael, to eſtabliſh them for ever, therefore made he thee king 
over them, to do judgment and juſtice,” | 
Thus this great queen, having ſatisfied her curioſity in 
ſeeing, and improved her underitanding in converſing with 
— 12. the 
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the wiſeſt of kings, and having been fully anſwered by him 
in whatſoever ſhe defired of him, took her leave of the 
Hebrew court, and returned with her attendants to her own 


land, laden with a royal preſent from the king, and filled with 
admiration: of his wiſdom and magnificence. 


For he kept ſo great a table, that the daily proviſion for 
his houſe was thirty meaſures (or cors, as the margin _ 


it) of fine flour, and threeſcore of meal. And the Hebrew 
cor being computed by Godwyn in his Moſes and Aaron, 
I. vi. c. 9. p. 290. to contain five buſhels and five gallons, 
the thirty cors of fine flour make an hundred ſixty- eight 
buſhels and fix gallons. According to. which computation, 
the ſixty cors of meal muſt make three hundred thirty-ſeven 
buſhels and four gallons ; both ſorts, flour and meal, five 
hundred and fix buſhels and two gallons ; which, reduced to 
quarters, bring out, if I miſcount not, fixty-three quarters, 
two buſhels, and two gallons. For fleſh, his daily proviſion 
was ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the paſtures, and 
one hundred ſheep ; beſides harts, roe-bucks, fallow-deer, 
and fatted fowl. In his ſtables he-had four thouſand ſtalls for 
horſes and chariots, and twelve thouſand- horſemen, which 
were beſtowed in the chariot-cities, and with the king at 
Jeruſalem. | | 
But notwithſtanding the great and excellent wiſdom where- 
with God had endowed Solomon“, the high favours he had 
vouchſafed him, the eminent ns of God unto him, 
and the gracious promiſes he had made him, in caſe he per- 
ſevered to walk-in his fear, as David had done, and to keep 
his law ; yet Solomon let looſe the reins of his affection, not 
only to many women, but to ſtrange women, ftrangers to the 
covenant, ſuch as were not Iſraelites by nature, nor of Iſrael 
by profeſſion ;- but of the 1dolatrous nations (Moabites, Am- 
monites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites), which rhe Lord 
had expreſly prohibited for Iſrael in general, and their king 
in particular, to contract marriage with, Deut. xvii. 17. as 


knowing they would certainly turn away their hearts after 


their gods. | | 
And to that degree of exceſs he went, that he took no leſs 


than ſeven hundred wives, and three hundred concubines, 


who ſo turned away his heart from following the Lord, that 
be did evil in the ſight of the Lord, going after Aſhteroth, 
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the goddeſs of the Zidonians, and after Milcom, the abomi- 
nation of the Ammonites, and built an high-place for Che- 
moſh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that was before 
anne as he did likewiſe for all his _ wives, which. 
urned incenſe and ſacrifice unto their 
This ſo provoked the anger dof the Lov againſt Boloidon, 


that he ſaid unto him ( probably by the prophet Ahijah, men- 


tioned after in ver. 29.) Foraſmuch as thou haſt done thus, 
and haſt not kept my covenant, and my ſtatutes, which I 
* have commanded thee : I will ſurely rend the kingdom 225 
* thee, and will give it to thy ſervant. Notwithſtanding, 

« thy days I will not do it, for David thy father's ſake : but 1 


« will rend it out of the hand of thy fon. Yet I will not 


© rend away all the kingdom; but I will give one tribe to 
« thy fon, for David my ſervant”s fake, and for the ſake of 
« Jeruſalem, which I have choſen.” 

As therefore the Lord had given unto Solomon peace, and 
reſt from all his enemies, while he kept his commandments, 
and walked with him; ſo now that he forſook the Lord, and. 
turned after other gods the Lord ſtirred up adverſaries agaiaſt 
him on every h 

Of theſe, Hadad the Edomite was one ; who being of the 
king's ſeed in Edom, and but a little child, at the time that _ 


David brought Edom into ſubjection, and Joab cut off all te 


males there (of which ſee 2 Sam. viii. 14. with 1 Kings xi. 
15, 16, 17.) was by his father's ſervants conveyed into Egypt, 
and preſented unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; from whom he 
found fo great favour, that he not only gave him protection 
and maintenance, but when he was grown up, beſtowed on 
him in marriage the ſiſter of his own wife, queen Tahpenes. 
But when Hadad underſtood that both king David and his 
general Joab were dead, he prevailed with Pharaoh to ſend 
him back to his own country Edom, from whence he did 
miſchief to Iſrael. 

Beſides him, God ſtirred up another adverſary: to Solomon, . 
one Rezon the ſon of Eliadah; who flying from his lord 
Hadadezar, king of. Zobah, had gathered a band of men 


unto him, over whom he became a captain, and ſeizing on 


Damaſcus, reigned therein over Syria, and was an enemy to 
Ifrael all the days of Solomon's declining from the way ot the 
Lord. 
Another adverſary, and in the event the work of them all, 
was * the ſon of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, a 
13 |  lubjet 
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ſubject and ſervant of Solomon's, whom the king, when he 


built Millo (or the fortreſs) and repaired the breaches of the 


city of David, obſerving to be both a mighty man of valour, 
and very induſtrious in his buſineſs, made ruler over all the 
charge of the houſe of Joſeph. An | 
Him the Lord ſingled out to be a ſcourge to Solomon's 
Houſe ; and, 'in order thereunto, ſent the prophet Ahijah, the 
Shilonite, to meet him in the way when he was gone out of 
Jeruſalem. And they two being alone in the field, the pro- 
pher caught hold of the new garment that was on him, and 
ving rent it jnto twelve pieces, ſaid ro Jeroboam, take the 
ten pieces, For thus ſaith the Lord; the God of Iſrael : 


- © Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solo- 


© mon, and will give ten tribes to thee, becauſe they have 
forſaken me, and have worſhipped Aſhteroth, the goddeſs 
of the Zidonians; Chemoſh, the god of the Moabites; and 
Milcom, the god of the children of Ammon ; and have not 
walked in-my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, 
and to keep my ſtatutes and my judgments, as did David 

his father.” 6 15 | 
For this cauſe I will afflict the ſeed of- David, but not for 
ever; neither will I take the whole kingdom out of Solo- 
mon's hand: but he ſhall have one (entire) tribe, for my 
ſervant David's fake, and for the ſake of Jeruſalem (the 
city which I have choſen out of all the tribes of Iſrael) 
that David my ſervant may have a light (of royal ſplendor) 
always before me in Jeruſalem. And becauſe my ſervant 
David, whom I choſe, kept my commandments and my 
ſtatutes, I will, for his fake, continue his ſon Solomon 
prince over Iſrael during his life; but I will take the king- 
dom out of his ſon's hand, and will give it unto thee, even 
ten tribes. And I will take thee, and thou ſhalt be king 
over all Iſrael, and ſhalt reign according to thy heart's deſire. 
And if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, 
and wilt walk in my ways, and do that which is right i- 
my fight, to keep my ſtatutes and my commandments, as 
David my ſervant did, then will I be with thee, and build 
thee a ſure houſe, as I built for David, and will give Iſrael 

anto thee.” | . | 

Though Jeroboam and the prophet were alone in a field by 
themſelves, when this paſſed between them, yet Solomon ſoon 
got notice of it, and ſought to kill Jeroboam upon it; but he, 
making his eſcape, fled unto Shiſhak king of Egypt, Fe” 
| | | ere 


- 


the courſe of the hiſtory hath now brought us. For we read 


| his head, _ | 
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there abode with him until the death of Solomon, to which 


no more of his life or acts, but that having reigned in Jeruſa- 
lem over all Iſrael forty years, he ſlept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of his father David. Ann 0 
For the reſt of his acts, and all that he did, and his wiſ- 
dom (of which, no doubt, many and various inſtances muſt 
occur, in the forty years reign of ſo great and ſo wiſe a 
prince) we are here referred to the book of the acts of 
Solomon; a book queſtionleſs loſt, with other excellent pieces 
of his. In 2 Chron. 1x. 29. for a further account of the 
acts of Solomon, firſt and laſt, we are referred to the book of 
Nathan the prophet, to the prophecy of Ahijah the prophet, 
and to the viſions of Iddo the ſeer; none of which are now 
extant, at leaſt under thoſe titles. Ne 
Concerning Solomon, and his latter end, the opinions of 
men are different; but that ſeems the moſt charitable, which 
concludes he repented in his old age, returned to God, and 
humbling himſelf before the Lord, wrote his book called 
Koheleth, Eccleſiaſtes, or the Preacher, as an acknowledg- 


ment of his own apoſtacy, and a warning or admonition, with 
inſtruction, to all others to beware of, and reſiſt the vanities © 
of the world. 7 8 


Concerning his age alſo there is ſome difference. Hugh 
Broughton gives him but eight and fifty years.“ Richard 
Bloom, in his Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſtament, quarto 
edition (whom for chronology I generally follow) makes him 
above ſixty years of age. But that muſt be a miſtake, if (as 
he alſo acknowledges) he came to the throne at eighteen; 
for it is expreſly ſaid, the time of his reign was forty years, 
1 Kings xi. 42. 2 Chron. ix. 30. which makes his age to be 
but fifty-eight years. | | . 


Solomon being dead, Rehoboam, his ſon and ſucceſſor, hy 
went to Schechem, whither all Iſrael were gathered together 


to make him king. But being ſomewhat uneaſy under the 
burdens his father had laid upon them (partly, perhaps, in 
perſonal ſervice towards his buildings; and partly alſo by his 
purveyors, for proviſions for his houſe, of which the account 
riſes high, in 1 Kings iv.) they were willing-to make ſome 
better terms for themſelves before they ſet. the crown upon 


1 Kings xii. Fo "OED + A. M. 3029» | 
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Whereſore 
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Wberefore having ſent, and called Jeroboam out of Egypt, 


as the man they thought moſt likely to awe Rehoboam, and 
bring him to a reaſonable compliance with their defires, the 
whole congregation of Iſrael, having Jeroboam at the head 
of them (and probably — thus ſpake unto 
\Rehoboam : _ ye. 57 ran TOY 

Thy father made our yoke grievous; now, therefore, 
make thou the grievous ſervice of thy father eaſier, and 
5 his heavy yore, which he put upon us, lighter, and we 
© will ſerve thee.” | 

- *Rehoboam, not thinking it ſafe, in ſo weighty a matter, to 
give an haſty anſwer, but willing to be adviſed, before he re- 


ved on a propoſition of ſo great moment, bid them depart 


for three days, and then come to him again for an anſwer, 
which they did. | 5. 5 

Mean while, conſulting with the old men, who had been 
-counſellors to his father Solomon; and aſking them how they 
would adviſe him to anſwer the people, they ſaid, If thou 
© wilt be a ſervant unto this this day, and wilt anſwer 
them kindly, and give them good words, they will be thy 
* ſervants for ever,” — 

This good counſel not ſuiting Rehoboam's evil humour, he 
laid it aide; and betaking himſelf to his young counſellors, 
that were grown up with him, he aſked them what anſwer 
they would adviſe him to give. They, hke young men indeed, 
that had more heat than judgment, adviſed him to tell the 
people, who came to defire a redreſs of grievances, that his 
little finger (uſing a proverbial ſpeech) ſhould be thicker than 
his father's loins ; and whereas they had complained that his 
father had loaded them with a heavy'yoke, he would add to 
their yoke, and make it more heavy; and if they thought 
his father had chaſtiſed them with whips, they ſhould find he 
would chaſtife them with ſcorpions. Where, by ſcorpions, 1s 
meant a ſort of ſcourges, made of leathern thongs, at the 
ends of which were faſtened either little bones, or plummets 
of lead, or ſharp thorns, to make the puniſhment the ſharper. 
See Godwyn's Moſes and Aaron, l. v. c. 8. 8 

Rehoboam, for age, was paſt a child,. and old enough, one 
would think, to have preferred the advice of his old counſel- 
lors; for he was one and farty years old, 1 Kings xiv. 21. 
But, 2uos wult perdere Deus, hos demenlat; Whom God will 
deſtroy, he bereaves of underſtanding. 'The cauſe was of the 
Lord, that he might perform his ſaying, which he had Os 
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by his prophet Ahijah, the Shilonite, to Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, chap. xi. 30, 31. Therefore was Rehoboam ſo void 
of underſtanding, that rejecting the good advice of his grave 
counſellors, he cloſed with the counſel of his young hot- 
headed companions. And when Jeroboam, with the people, 
came to him on the third day for his anſwer“, he roundly 

ve it them in thoſe harſh terms, which his young counſel- 
lors had dictated to him. = | 


But no ſooner had the people heard the anſwer (which put 


them out of all hopes of redreſs) but they (that is, the ten 


tribes) cried out unanimouſly, What portion have we in 


David? neither have we inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe; 
© every man to your tents, O Iſrael ; and now ſee to thy own 
© houſe, David.” (look to thyſelf Rehoboam, David's ſon, ſtand 
on thy own legs, and expect no help from us). And in this 


heat they departed to their tents. | 


Being gone, Rehoboam, to.try their temper, ſent to them 
one of his prime miniſters, Adoram, who was over the tri 
bute ; but they fell preſently upon him, and ſtoned him to 
death. This made Rehoboam conclude they were in earneſt, 
and think it high time to conſult his own ſafety 3 wherefore 


with ſpeed getting into his chariot, he fled to Jeruſalem, ſen- 


fible of his error too late. | 


Mean while, | thoſe ten tribes, which had thus revolted . 
from the houſe of David (and which, thence-forward, in dif- 


tinction from the houſe of Judah, bare the name of Iſrael) 

calling Jeroboam unto the congregation, made him king over 

them, | JOE: 1 
Thus was that great and goodly ki (as a puni 

for the idolatry of their king, haſtened to execution by the 


haughty raſhneſs of his ſon and ſucceſſor) even almoſt in its 


very infancy, ſplit into two. very unequal parts, ten againſt 


two; which yet muſt be underſtood by a Hnecdocbe parti; 


the greater part on either ſide being taken for the whole. 
For ſome of the tribes, in the drawing out the lots of their 


poſſeſſions, being intermixed with others (as Manaſſeh had 


divers towns in Iflachar and in Aſher, - Joſh, xvit. 11. and 
Simeon's inheritance was within the inheritance of the children 
of Judah, Joſh.- kxix. 1.) ſuch of the children of Iſrael as 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, continued their ſubjection to 
Rehoboam, 1 Kings xit. 17. And perhaps ſome part of 


* 2 Kings Xiis 1 Chron: x. 
the 
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the tribe of Benjamin, ' bordering upon ſome of the. other 
tribes that fell away to Jeroboam, might go along with their 
neighbours,. and take him for their king; which might give 
1 88 ground for. that ſaying in the text, ver. 20. There was none 
(that is, ng entire tribe) that followed the houſe of David, 
but the tribe of Judah only. For otherwiſe we find all along, 
that Benjamin (that is, the main body of that tribe) clave to 
the houſe of David, in conjunction with the tribe of 2 

Rehaboam reſenting the affront done him by the Iſraelites, 
wn killing his treaſurer Adoram; and reſolving to reduce thoſe 
tus rebellious ſubjects, to their obedience by e of arms (to 


which, it is likely, his hot-ſpur counſellors were not back. - 


ward to excite him) as ſoon as he was got ſafe to Jeruſalem, 
he aſſembled all the houſe of Judah; out of which, together 
with the tribe of Benjamin, he muſtered an hundred and 
fourſcore thouſand choſen men, which were warriors, to fight 
againk the houſe of Iſrael, that he might bring that kingdom 
Again under his ſuhjection. | 
Bat when he was upon his march, the word of God came 
unta Shemaiah, the man of Gad, commanding him to ſpeak 
unte Rehoboam, and unto all the houfe of and Benja- 
min, and to the remnant of the people, (which, in 2 Chron. 
xi. 3. is called, all Iſrael in Judah and Benjamin?) which 1 
take ta be all thaſe of the other tribes (which were intermixed 
with either of thaſe twa tribes) and to ſay unto them, * Thus 
< ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not go up nor fight againſt your 
4 brethren the children of Iſrael. Neturn every man to his 
© houſe: for this thing is of me.“ Which meſſage being de- 
ivered to them, they obeyed the word of the Lord, and re- 
turned from going againſt Jeroboam. | 
- This dangerous ftorm being thus by a divine breath blown 
over, each of the kings uſed his endeavours to ſettle and 
himſelf in his kingdom, but after different man- 
ners. For Rehoboam dwelling at Jeruſalem, built very many 
cities for defence in Judah and in Benjamin; fortifying the 
ſtrong-holds, and placing his own ſons for captains in them, 
with ſtore of proviſions and ammunition 3 whereby he made 
them exceeding ſtrong. 
But that which ſtrengthened him moſt, and gave him the 
22 advantage over his rival Jeroboam, was his and 
is people's cleaving to the Lord, and keeping the law of 


* 1 Kings xii. 2 Chron, xi. 
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God; which at firſt, for a white; they did: for it is fuld, 
© They walked for three years in the way of David Io 
c Ivlowon ? which, with reſpect to Solomon, muſt be under - 
ſtood of the time, either before he fell into idolatry, or 
after he repented and returned from it. mt. | 
Jeroboam, on the contraty, calling to mind, that by this 
8 Deut. xvi. 16. all the males of Ifrael wete 
appear before the Lord three times a yeat, in the place 
ES which he ſhould chooſe, which was now at Jeruſalem, the 
> WW royal ſeat of Rehoboam's kingdom, he. concluded that this 
„ BU would be a means to diveſt him of his new kingdom. For 
(did he, within himſelf) © If this Ix) tp to do fi- 
, « erifice in the houſe of the Lord at em, then will 
r | © their heart turn again to their Lord, and they will Kill 
dme, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 
be Diſtruſt brought fear, and Kar le ie ON Sa, W 
= to prevent this i Fartiſed danger, it is ſaid he took cbun 
(either of his own evil heart, or ſome inftruments as Wiek 
as himſelf) and made two calves of gold; repreſ there- 


k by the s of the Egyptians, amongft whom he, for ſome 
a- dme paſt, had lived an exile. And, pref Sarees hoe, 
n. 
1 
ed 


C6 


* 


his ſubjects of the toil and expence f going up t Jeg 
ſale tv worſhip, he {aid unto tice; + ie bf hoo th 
you to go up to Jeruſalem : Behotd F En O Ifrael, 

us I} © which brought thee out of the land of Ws 
ur Theſe calves he ſet, the one in Bethel, the . in Dan; 
nis che former in the fouthern quarter, the latter in the northern 
e- part of his kingdom, that he might accommodate his pou 
re- each way, and 3 * going to 8 
| this thing became a fin bs branded for devil-worthip, 
wn 2 Chron. xi. 15. 
nd Jeroboam made alſo an houſe of high-p lacks {which the 
an- marginal note in the Biſhops Bible calls, A temple; *® where 
my altars were built for idolatry ;) and prieſts he made of the 
the I loweſt of the people, who were not of the fons of Levi. 

For he and his fons caſt out the and Levites, not 
ſuffering them to execute the prieſt's office unto the Lord; 
which made the priefts and the Levites throughout radi 
forſake their ſuburbs, their poſſeſſions, and betake themſelves 
to Judah and Jerufalem for ſhelter and maintenance. And 
after them came alſo to Jeruſalem, out of all the tribes of 


91 Kings xi. 
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Iſrael, ſuch as ſet; their hearts. to ſeek be. Lond God of 
Iſrael, to facrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers. By 
which means Rehoboam, and the kingdom of Judah, was 
very much ſtrengthened. 
And whereas God had a N the feaſt of tabernacles 
to hl hg on the fifteenth day of the ſeventh month, Ley. 
* Jeroboam appointed his feaſt to begin on the 
day of the eighth month; which therefore is cal. 
led, in contempt, The month which he had deviſed of his 
own heart. And rhaps he might have this reach in his 
mind, in ſettling his wrong feaſt a month after the right 
feaſt at ferakilem, that the people of þudah, their own feaſt 
being over, might have opportunity. to come to this feaſt 
of his, if curioſity and deſire of novelty would draw them. 
At 2 val of his own appointing, while Jeroboam the 
. oy oy his altar at Bethel, to offer ſacrifice to the 
that he ſet. up there, a man of God came out of 
Judah by the word of the Lord, and crying againſt the 
„ in the word of the Lord, he ſaid. O altar, altar, 
thus faith the Lord, behold a child ſhall be born unto 
+ the houſe of David, Joſiah by name; and upon thee ſhall 
he offer the prieſts of the high- laces, that burn incenſe 
upon thee, and men's bones ſhall be burnt upon thee.” 
And becauſe this was a prophecy of a future event, which 
none there preſent could live to ſee (for Joſiah, of whom 
this was 
after 


A 


n 


predicted, was not born till three hundred years 
| 5) 8 the — of God, to confirm his prophecy, 
ve gn, which ſhould ſee performed the ſame 
day. « 31 14 (ſaid he) % the ſign which the Lord hath 
n: behold, the altar ſhall, be rent, and the aſhes that 
© are _ on ſhall be poured out.” 
As 1 eroboam had heard the ſaying of the man 
of God ad cried againſt the altar in Bethel, he put 
forth his M. band from the altar, and ſaid, Lay hold on him; 
but his hand, which he put forth againſt the man of God, 
. ſo that he could not pull it in again to him. 
The altar alſo was rent, and the aſhes poured out from it, 
according to the fign which the man of God had given 
by the word of the Lord. 
Which when the king ſaw, and withal felt himſelf de- 
prived of the uſe of his hand, * Kant heart, r the Pre- 


ſent 
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a ſent relenting, He ſaid unto the man of God, * Intreat no 
' WW. the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that 
5 © my hard may be reſtored me again. Whereupon the 
man of God beſeeching tlie Lord for him, the king's hand 
3 | was" reſtored to him again, aud became as it was before. 
; The king, ſenſible of {6 great a benefit, invited the man 
g of God to go home with him, and refreſſi himſelf; offering * 
: withal to give him a reward. But the man of God re- 
> fuſed ; and wittiout any compliment, plaitily told the king, 


3 * by the ſame way that thou cameſt . 1 

& nd Foe the man of God went another way, and 11 
t | returned not by the way that he came to Bethel. Yet Had 
0 he the unhappineſs to be betrayed through his too eaſy cre- 14% 
: dufity ; and was drawn into that ſnare, to the loſs of his | 
ws life, by the falſe infinuations. of another, which the kind-' | 
11 neſs and bounty of king Jeroboam had in vaif tempted 1 
fo him unto. And thus it happened: : 


There dwelt at that time in Bethel an old prophet, whoſe* 
ch ſons, having been abroad, came home, and told their father 
all that the man of God had done and ſaid at the altar; 


7 
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m4 which. when the old prophet had heard, he inquired of them 

7 which way the man of God went; and calling for his aſs, 
ah rode after him, And having found him ſitting under an | | 
th oak, he invited him to go home with him, and eat bread. | 


_ The man of God frankly told him what the command of 
the Lord was to him, and how firi& a charge he had re- 

= ceived, not to eat or drink in that place, nor to go back. 
the fame way that he came, But the old projfier told 

5 him, he was a prophet as well as he; and that an angel 
Ws had ſpoken to him by the word of the Lord, and had 
bidden him bring him back with him into his houſe, that 
he might eat and drink; in which, alas! he lied” unto: 

Thus the good man, by giving heed to a pretended” meſ- 
ſage from an angel, delivered to him at ſecond” hand by 
a* man (and that too, one he knew nöt) contrary to an 
expreſs command from God himſelf, given inimediately to 

88 | Kings xlii. 
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| himſelf, and miraculouſly confirmed to him, ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be miſled to his own ruin. For going back with 
the old prophet to his houſe, the word of the Lord came 
to the old prophet, as they fat eating and drinking at the 
table; and he thereupon cried unto the man of God that 
came from Judah, Thus faith the Lord, Foraſmuch as 
© thou haſt diſobeyed the mouth of the Lord (the word which 
© thou hadſt from his own mouth) and haſt not kept the com- 

c mandment which the Lord thy God commanded thee ; but 
© cameſt back, and haſt eaten bread and drank water in the 
© place, of which the Lord did ſay to thee, Eat no bread, 
© and drink no water there; thy dead body ſhall not come 
unto the ſepulchre of thy fathers.” 

This, we may conclude, was an hard ſentence to the 
man of God; and the harder, for that it came from the 
mouth of him who had been the miſchievous inſtrument 
to betray him into that guilt, which had drawn this judg- 
ment on him. But as it was a trial to him, may he be 
a warning to others | 
Now after the man of God had eaten and drank, and 

was going homewards, a lion met him by the way, and 
flew him, and his dead body was caſt in the way, and the 
aſs on which he rode ſtood by it, and the lion alſo; for 
the lion did not eat the body, nor tear the aſs, which was 
an argument that this was not an accidental thing, and that 
the lion did not kill the man for hunger, ſince he did not 
prey upon the body, nor upon the aſs. 

The report of this was ſoon brought, by paſſengers that 
obſerved it, to the city where the old prophet dwelt; who 
no ſooner heard it, but he ſaid, © It is the man of God, 
s who was diſobedient unto the word of the Lord: there- 
© fore the Lord hath delivered him unto the lion, which 
© hath ſlain him, according to the word of the Lord which 
he ſpake unto him.“ Then ory, e his aſs, he rode 
to the place, and finding the dead / caſt in the way, 
with the aſs and the lion yet ſtanding by, he took up the 
body of the man of God, and laying it upon the aſs, brought 
it back to the city, that he might mourn over it, and bury 

+ it: and having laid the body in his own grave, he, with 
his family, mourned over the man of God, ſaying, Alas, 

* my brother! Then charging his ſons, he ſaid, When 
„ am dead, bury me in the ſepulchre wherein the man 
of God is buried, and lay my bones beſide his wy : 


r 2 = bd © *; 


'© unto 


bart. SACRED HISTORY. "5p 
for the ſaying which he cried, by the word of the Lord, 


« againſt the altar in Bethel, and againſt all the houſes f 


© the high-places, which are in the cities of Samaria, ſhall 
* ſurely come to paſs,” GB 25 „ 
The latter part of this ſentence, [ viz. againſt all the houſes 


of the high- places which are in the cities of Samaria, ] may 


be ſuppoſed to have been added by the compiler of this 
book of the Kings, who herein ſpeaks according to the 


time wherein he lived. For we read not in the ſtory before, 


ver. 1, 2, 3. that the man of God cried againſt any other, 
either place or thing, but that altar at Bethel. Nor was 
the city Samaria built when this was tranſacted; nor until 
Omri, having poſſeſſed himſelf of the Ifraclitiſh throne (near 


fifty years after) bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for 
two talents of filver, and having built the city on it, cal- 


led it, after the name of Shemer, Shomeron, or Samara, 


1 Kings xvi. 4. 


A thing ſo remarkable, ep” ſo publick, as was the death 


of this man of God, may not be ſuppoſed could be hid 


from Jeroboam. *® And very likely it is, that although 


Jeroboam at the firſt was ſtartled, with the viſible ſign of 


the rending of his altar, and the ' ſenſible loſs of the uſe 
of his hand; yet he quickly got over both, and ftrengthened 
himſelf the more in his rebellion againſt God, when he un- 


derſtood what had befallen the man that had propheſied 
againſt his altar. For it follows in the text, After this 
« thing, Jeroboam returned not from his evil way; but made 


* again, of the loweſt of the people, prieſts of the high- 
places: ſo that whoſoever would, he conſecrated him to 
© be a ET of thoſe places; and this thing became fin 

e houſe of Jeroboam, not only to cut it off from 
the kingdom, but even to deſtroy it from off the face 


of the earth.” And who knows but that, as after Pharaoh 


king of Egypt had wilfully hardened himſelf againſt God, 
the Lord ſuffered many things to befall him for his fur- 
ther obduration ; ſo Jeroboam, having knowingly and re- 


ſolvedly rebelled againſt God, in ſetting up his calves, 


whereby he not only grievouſly finned himſelf, but cauſed 
Iſrael alſo to fin, the Lord might ſuffer this to befall his 
prophet, not only to be a general warning to others, how 
they varied from the command of the Lord, but for a 


* 1 Kings xͥxiii. 
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ſumbling-block in particular to Jeroboam ; as he afterward 
. threatened a people, who by their fins had highly provoked 
him, that he would lay ftumbling-blocks before them, Jer. 
i. 215 : 

But if Jeroboam was very bad, Rehoboam was not very 
good. As Nero, the Roman emperor, had his gzinguen- 


vum, a five ee good reign, before he degenerated ſo foully; 
ſo king Rehoboam had his zriennium, a three years good 


reign, wherein he walked in the way of David, 2 Chron. 
X1. 17. before he forſook the Lord. Burt after thoſe three 
years were over, he and his people Judah did evil in the 
night of the Lord, and provoked him to jealouſy. with their 
ſins that they committed, above all that their fathers had 
done. For they alſo. built them high: places and images, 
and groves on every ugh hill, and under every green 
tree: and there were ſodomites alſo in the land, and the 
did according to all the abominations of the nations, Foul 
the Lord had cait out before the children gf lied. . . | 
_ Wherefore the Lord chaſtiſed them by $hiſhak king of 
Egypt, who, in the fifth year of Rehoboam, came up againlt 
Jeruſalem with twelxe hundred charigts, and threeſcorz 
thouſand horſemen, and an innumerable cg 0 of people 
with him out. of Egypt, the Lubims, the Sukkims, and 
the Ethiopians : and with this great army, having taken the 
fenced cities which belonged to Judah and Benjamin, he 
marched to Jeruſalem. , | 3 
And when fear had ſeized upon them, came Shemaiah 
the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the princes of Judah, 
who were gathered together becauſe of Shiſhak, and this 
ſhort meſſage he deliyered to them: Thus faith the Lord, 
« Ye have forſaken me: and therefore have I alſo left you 
© in the hand of Shiſhak* , _ . | 
When they heard this, both the princes and the king, 
humbling themſelves, ſaid, The Lord is righteous, And 
when the Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, the word 
of the Lord came to the prophet Shemaiah again, ſaying, 
They have humbled themſelves; © therefore I will not deſtroy 
« them, but I will grant them ſome deliverance, and my 
Wrath ſhall not be paured fully out upon Jerglalern by 
© the hand of Shiſhak ; nevertheleſs they ſhall be his ſer- 
„ yants, that they may know; the difference between my 


* 1 Kings xiv, 2 Chron, xii. 
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« ſervice, and the fervice of the kingdoms of the coun- | 


tries. egy: 
So the king of Egypt, entering Jeruſalem, took away 1 
the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord“ (the Lord ſo per. 1 
mitting it) and the treaſures of the king's houſe, he ever 10 
took away all; carrying away alſo the ſhields of gold which [WK 
Solomon had made, 2 Chron. ix. 15, 16. Inſtead of which, 1 
king Rehoboam afterwards made ſhields of braſs, and com- 1 
mitted them to the care of the chief of his guards that | 
kept the entrance of the king's houſe ; and when the king 
entered into the houſe of the Lord, the guards came and 
fetched the ſhields, and brought them again into the guard- i 
chamber, 2 x 13 
As this depredation by the Egyptian king brought he-. Wn 
vineſs upon Judah, ſo another occaſion offered, which brought Hy 
forrow upon the Iſraclitiſh court. For young Abijah, king 
ech ſon, a prince of good hope, falling ſick, the 
king, his father, willing to know of the prophet Ahijah 
what would become of the child, yet not willing the pro- 
phet ſhould know that it was his child, deſired his wife to 
diſguiſe herſelf, that it might not be known who ſhe was, 
and ſo to go and inquire of the prophet. Wherein he 
ſufficiently ſhewed his folly, in thinking the prophet, as a 
prophet, could tell what ſhould become of the child, and: 
yet could not tell whoſe child it was, 
The queen, however, diſguiſing herſelf, as her huſband 
had directed, and taking with her a preſent for the prophet: 
of ten loaves: of bread, ſome wafercakes, and a cruſe or 
pot of honey, went to Shiloh, to the houſe where the pro- 
phet Ahijah dwelt. | | 
He, good man, through extreme age, had loſt his ſight. 
But before ſhe came in, the Lord had faid unto him, Behold,. 
the wife of. Jeroboam cometh to aſk a' thing of thee for 
her fon, for he is ſick: thus, and. thus, ſhalt thou ſay unto- 
her, for ſhe will feign herſelf to be another woman. 6 
When therefore Ahijah heard the ſound of her feet; as 
ſhe came in at the door, he ſaid, Come in, thou wife of. 
Jeroboam: why. feigneſt thou. thyſelf to be another? for 
1 am ſent to thee with heavy news.“ Then, without ſtay- | 
ing for her meſſage to him, he began his meſlage thus: | 
Go, tell Jeroboam, thus faith the Lord God of. Iſrael,. 
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© Foraſmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, and 
© made thee prince over my people Iſrael, and rent the 
kingdom away from the houſe of David, and gave it to 


- * © thee, and yet thou haſt not been as my ſervant David, 
who kept my commandments, and who followed me with 


© all his heart, to do that only which was - right in mine 
© eyes, but haſt done evil above all that were before thee 
(for thou haſt gone and made thee other gods, and molten 
images, to provoke me to anger, and haſt caſt me behind 
thy back:) therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the 
© houſe of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every 
< male, and him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael ; and will 
© take away the remnant of the houſe of Jeroboam, as a 
© man taketh away dung, till it be all gone. Him that 
« dieth of Jeroboam in the city ſhall the dogs eat; and him 
© that dieth in the field ſball the fowls of the air eat; for 
the Lord God hath ſpoken it. Ariſe thou therefore, get 
* thee to thine own houſe; and when thy feet ſhall enter 
© In, the child ſhall die: and all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him 
and bury him, becauſe. in him there is found ſome good 
© thing towards the Lord God of Iſrael, in the houſe of 


© Jeroboam. Moreover, added he, the Lord will raiſe him 


up a king over Iſrael, who ſhall cut off the houſe of le- 
* roboam in that day.“ Then Ropping on a ſudden (as it 
were correcting himſelf) he ſaid, But what, even now.” 


By thoſe abrupt ſpeeches, ſignifying, that he needed not have 


ſpoken in the future tenſe [the Lord will raiſe him up a 
king :] for he was even now already in being. I hen pur- 
ſuing his former ſubject, he added, For the Lord will ſmite 
© Hracl as a reed is ſhaken in the water * (that is, by 
© continual commotions in the kingdom;) and he will root 
© up Iſrael out of this good land, which he gave to their 


_ © fathers, and will ſcatter them beyond the river Euphrates, 
© becauſe they have made their groves, provoking the Lord 


to anger; and he will give up Iſrael, becauſe of the fins 
of Jeroboam, who not only ſinned himſelf, but made Iſrael 
f ĩ . | 
With this doleful meſſage Jeroboam's wife departing, re- 
turned to Tirzah (Which was then the royal city before 
Samaria was built) and when, ſhe came to. the threſhold of 
the door, the child died. And they buried him, and all 


® 1 Kings xiv, 2 Chron, Xi. 
SN 3 Iſrael 


* 


Er OT <2 — © wm. Ih. and le a6 Aa. a> act fo $5 Es 


Sr g. 


+ 


Fett III. SACRED HIS TOR. 10 


Iſrael mourned for him, accarding to the word ofthe Lord, 
which he ſpake by his ſervant Ahjjab the proph 

As. for Rehaboars, the Ling of Judah, — 
twelve years after Shiſhak king of | nan had pd, bs Jo 
falem, and brought din dun Faber: 24 yet — 
much of his lick acts afterwards. It ia faid, indeed, 
there were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam conti- 
nually, 2 Chron, xi. 15. but with what ſucceſs is not men- 
tioned. Of his wives and children there is mention, 2 Chron. 

xi. 18. and be ſeems to be an uxorious man, for he is ſaid to 
— deſired a multitude of wives, ver. 23. And it 
he took eighteen wives and threeſcore concubines, and begat 
eight and twenty ſons and threeſcore daughters. And as 
of all his wives and eoncubines he loved Maachah beſt, 
(who is alſo called Michaiah, 2 Chron. xiii. 2. and there 
faid to be the daughter of Uriel of Gibea; but in 2 Chron. 
xi. 24, ſhe is called the dau nter of Ab as in 1 Kings 
xV. 2. the daughter of » from which, by con- 
traction, is —— Abſalom; not the rebellious ſon of Da- 
vid, whoſe iſſue failed, 2 Jans. xviii. 18. but another of Gi- 
beah in Benjamin, who is ry to be the father of Uriel, 
and ſo Maachah to be granud-daughter of this Abiſhalom 
or Abſalom) ſo of all his 1 he made Abijah, called alſo 
Abijam, 1 Kings xiv. 31. whom he had by his beloved wife 
Maachah, chief ; preferring him to be ruler amo 3 
brethren, as deſigning ham for his fucceſſor in the 
dom, 2 Chron. xi. 21, 22. 

And though, from bis ill-adviſed. anſwer to his * 
his coming to the crown, whereby he loſt ten parts out of 
twelve of his kingdom, he is in common ſpeech branded 
with, folly ; yet, with reſpect to his adminiſtration, after he 
was ſettled in the government, he is ſaid to have dealt 
wiſely, ver. 23. However, in the ſeventeenth year of his 
reign, which was the eight and fiftieth year of his age, 
he flept with his fathers, and was buried in he city of Ni. 
and Abijah his ſon reigned in his ſtead 

It was in the eighteenth year of eroboam king of Iſrael , 
that Abijah began to reign over j udah. And though his 
reign was but ſhort (for he reigned but three years) yet 
he did more than his father had done in his longer reign of 
ſeventeen years. For, reſolving to give battle to Jeroboam, 
he led forth an army of valiant men of; , .. 
four hundred thouſand fighting men. 

a * A. M. 3947s» 


Jeroboam _ 
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 -Jeroboam too, as he had — kingdom, intending 


to overpower him with numbers, drew up an army againſt 
him, of eight hundred thouſand choſen men, being mighty 
men of v wal | | en . | 
-  Abyah, nothing daunted at the double number of his 
enemy's forces, when the battle was ſet in. array on both 
fides, ſtanding up upon mount Zemeraim, which is mount 
Ephraim, thus beſpake the adverſe” army: 5 

Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Iſrael. Ought ye 
not to know, that the Lord God of Iſrael gave the king- 
:< dom over Iſrael to David for ever; even to him, and 
e to his ſons, by a covenant of falt (which, as the pro- 
perty of it is to preſerve things from putrefaction, is an 
emblem of duration and ftability;) yet Jeroboam the ſon 
of Nebat, the ſervant of Solomon the ſon of David, is 
« riſen up, and hath rebelled againſt his lord, and there 
gathered unto him vain men, the children of Belial, and 
have ſtrengthened themſelves againſt Rehoboam the ſon 
of Solomon, when Rehoboam was but young (in the go- 
« vernment) and tender-hearted, and could not withſtand 
them. And now ye think to withſtand the kingdom of 
the Lord, in the hand of the ſons of David, and ye be 
<a t multitude ; and there are with you golden calves, 
« which Jeroboam made for gods. Have ye not caſt out 
the prieſts of the Lord, and the Levites ; and have made 
you prieſts after the manner of the people of other lands? 
* ſo that whoſoever cometh to conſecrate himſelf with a 
young bullock and ſeven rams, (a way of your own de- 
viſing) the ſame may be prieſt to them that are no gods. 
„ But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not. 
.« forſaken him; and the prieſts, which miniſter unto the 
Lord, are the ſons of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon 
- - © their buſineſs; and they burn unto the Lord, every morning 
and every evening, burnt - ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe; 
the ſhew-bread allo they ſet in order upon the pure table, 
© and the candleftick of gold, with the lamps thereof, to 


burn every evening; for we keep the charge of the Lord 


© our God, but ye have forſaken him, And behold, God 
© himſelf is with us for our captain, and his prieſts, with 
ſounding trumpets, are ready to cry alarm againſt you. 
Wherefore, O children of Iſrael! fight ye not againſt the 
Lord God of your fathers, for ye ſhall not proſper.” 
* x Kings xv. ab ae ; 
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While thas Abijah was 

army, more mindful 

policy to force, obtain the more full and eaſy victory, 

a part af his army to fetch a compaſs, and place themſelves 

in ambuſh behind Ee So that when Abijah had ended 

his oration, the men of Judah, looking back, found themſelyes 


rea by their enemies, battle being both a eadbahand 


In this ſtrait they cried unto the Lnal.. and the prieſts 
ſounded with the trumpets ; then gave the men of Judah a 
ſhout, and God, regarding the cry of Judah, fmote Jeroboam 
and Iſrael before Abijah and Judah. Whereupon the children 
of Iſrael fled before ]udah; and God having delivered them 
into their hand, Abijah and his people ſlew them with a very 

reat ſlaughter; ſo that there fell down ſlain of Iſrael ve 
— oh thouſand choſen men. 
Very memorable was this battle, and may well be reckoned 


for one of the battles of the Lord; wherein four hundred 


thouſand men, under the diſadvantage ef an ambuſh, pat 
eight hundred thouſand valiant men to flight, and flew five 


| hundred thouſand of them upon the place. 


Thus the children of Iſrael, who were wholly fallen away 
„ were brought under at that time; and the 
ah (though not ſo oa as they ſhould have 
been, yet comparatively good, as being better than Iſrael) 
prevailed, becauſe they (at this time at leaſt) relied upon the 


Lord God of their fathers, 
The battle being over, Abijah, that he might improve his 
victory, purſued Jeraboam, and toak from him divers 


conſiderable cities, with the towns and territories rs 
to them, of which Betbel was one, where jeroboam: ſet 


up one of his calf- idols; by which means Jeroboam was fo 
weakened, that he never mean firengthagaig's in a d > 


of Abijah. 

But Abijah grew very great; and having enlarged: kia 
family, by marrying fourteen wives, and begetting two and 
twenty ſons, and ſixteen daughters, he flept with os fathers 
(which is a periphraſis of dying) and was buried in the city 
of David. The reſt of his adde, and his ways and ſayings, 
were recorded in the commentaries of Iddo the prophet, Aa 


book long fince loſt, 
knits rf. 


To Abyah ſucceeded his fon Aſa in the 
in the twentieth year of the reign of Jeroboam over Iſrael“. 
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And becauſe his heart was perfect with the Lord, and he did 
that which was right and good in the eyes of the Lord his 
God, he had a peaceable entry to his throne, and the land 
was quiet for the firſt ten years of his reign, that he might 
reform the abuſes which had been brought in under the 
former reigns. Accordingly applying himſelf to the work, 
he firſt removed the ſodomites out of the land. Then he took 
away the altars of the ſtrange gods, and the high-places* 

| 8 far as he could) and brake down the images, and cut 
down the groves, throughout all the cities of Judah. And 
becauſe Maachah, his mother, had made an idol in a grove, 

he not only deſtroyed her idol, but removed her from being 
queen. And having brought into the houſe of the Lord the 
'holy things, which his father and himſelf had dedicated 
- (veſſels of - filver and of gold) he commanded Judah to ſeek 
the Lord God of their fathers, and to keep the law. | 
In this time alſo of peace and tranquillity he builded cities 
In Judah, which he fenced with walls and towers, and with 
| and bars, for the ſtrength and ſecurity of his kingdom, 
But after this ten years time of quiet, a ſtorm roſe upon 
Judah; for Zerah, the Ethiopian king 47 came forth againſt 
them with a mighty hoſt. Aſa was not unprovided, but had 
a conſiderable army in readineſs, of five hundred and four- 
ſcore thouſand valiant fighting men, well armed, which he 
led forth againſt the Ethiopians. But Zerah's hoſt was well 
nigh double the number; for it conſiſted of a thouſand thou- 
, ſand fighting men, beſides three hundred chariots. King Aſa, 
ſeeing himſelf ſo much over-matched in numbers, betook 
-himſelf to the Lord his God for help; and in an humble con- 
fidence crying unto him, ſaid, © Lord, It is nothing with 
-< thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have 
no power. Help us, O Lord our God, for we rely on thee, 
and in thy name we go againſt this multitude. O Lord, 

© thou art our God, let no man prevail againſt thee.” 

So acceptable was this ſhort but hearty prayer of Aſa's to 
the Lord, that he thereupon ſmote the Ethiopians, and cauſed 
them to fly before Aſa and Judah, who purſued them even to 
Gerar (which fignifies a ſtriving) where they received ſo 
an overthrow, that they could not recover themſelves. 
-Wherefore Aſa and his people ſmote all the cities round about 
Gerar (the Lord having ſtruck a terror into them) ; and when 
they had taken the ſpoils of the cities, which atforded them 
* 2 Chron, xive + A. M. 3ofo. 
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great ſtore of plunder, and the ſpoil of their enemy's hoſt, 


they {mote alſo the tents of them that kept cattle ;- and car- 


rying away ſheep and camels in abundance, they returned to 


| Jeruſalem. 


But the Spirit of the Lord coming upon Azariah, the ſon 
of Oded (whom ſome take to be the ſame with the prophet 
Iddo, mentioned before, chap. xui. 22.) he went out to meet 
Aſa, and ſaid unto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah 
and Benjamin, the Lord is with you, while ye are with him; 
and if ye ſeek him he will be found of you (as ye have had 
© experience in this expedition); but, notwithſtanding that, if 
ye forſake him he will forſake you Now, for a long ſeaſon, 

| hath been without the true God, and without a teach- 
ing prieſt, and without law. And in thoſe times there was 
no ſafety, either in going out, or 2 in, but great vex- 
ations were upon all the inhabitants of the countries, and 
nation was deſtroyed of nation, and city of city; for God 
did vex them with all adverſity. But when in their trouble 
they did turn unto the Lord God of Iſrael, and ſought him, 
he was found of them. Be ye ſtrong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak, for your work ſhall be rewarded.” 
When Aſa had heard theſe words, and the prophecy alſo of 
Oded the prophet (or rather, agg of Ahijah the n ' 
mentioned in 1 Kings xiv. from verſe 7, to 17. and re- 
corded by Oded, which it is probable Azariah might then 
ſhew him) he took courage, and put away the reſt of the 
abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, 
and out of the cities which he had taken from mount 
Ephraim ; and having renewed the altar of the Lord, which 
was before the porch of the Lord's houſe, he gathered to- - 
gether all Judah and Benjamin, and the ftrangers with them, 
out of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, and out of Simeon (for ſo 
they are called, who out of the other tribes fell to him; 
and they fell to him out of Iſrael in abundance, when they 
law that the Lord his God was with him). And being thus 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem in the third month (in which the feaſt 
of weeks, or of harveſt, commanded by God, Exod. xxiii. 16. 
and Deut. xvi. 16. happened to fall) in the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Aſa, they offered unto the Lord, of the ſpoil / 
which they had brought, ſeven hundred oxen, and ſeven 
thouſand ſheep ; and at the ſame time entered into a covenant, 


#* Kings xy, 2 Chron, xv; | 
that 
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that they would tek the L,09d-God of avi fathers with- all 
their Reart aud ſoul; ſo that whoſbever;, whether fall or 
great, mam or woman, would not feelt the Lord God of Iſrael, 
ſhould be put to death. This covenant they conſifmed by 
ouch unto the Lord, which they tock i cheerfully and 
heartily, that the Bord accepted their” ſervies thorein, and 

tkem reſt round about. 
But' while things thus mended in Judah ſome ebiceradle 
changes happened among tlie Iſraelites. For Jeroboam did 
not long ſuf vive the overthrow He had received: from Abijal; 


bur bein Cinidow of God, ho died int the fron een year - 


S_— Judah. And Nadab his ſon, who ſueceeded 
— — His kingdom and in His ſins, hat ſearce com- 
pleted two years reign, when Raaſha, of the houſe of Iſtachar, 
conſpiring againſt lim, flew him at the ſiege of Gibbethon, 
a! town belonging: to thy Danites, but heſd then by the 
Phikiſtines. 

Buaſna, by this menue p axes $ bimfelf of the Ifraelitiſn 
throye, ſmote all the houſe of until he had utterly 
deſtroyed him, not — — alive, to the 
fulnlling the feying/of che Lord) which he ſpake by his ſer- 
3 Shilonite“; © Becauſe of the ſms of J eroboam, 

Which he ſinned, and Wich he made Ifrael ſin by his pro- 


| < vocation, Wherewäth he provoked the Lord God of Hrael 
to anger. 


But theugk Baaſha thus ſeverely Secutec the juſt judg- 
mem of God upon Jeroboam's* houſe, yet he himſelf de- 
not from Jeroboam”s ſins, but did evil in the fight of 

the Bord, walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his fin, 


wWherewitk he made Ifrael to fim. For as Jeroboam ſet up his 
pry ar firſt; to keep the Ifraelites, Eis ſubjects, from 
arne ap to worffip- at Jerufälent (whither God had com- 


d' them to go) fler he ſhould thereby loſe h and 
om: ſo Baztha; obſerving his ſubjects ont of alf parts 
rael fell — . to Af king of Judah; when 


of True . wit him, and that he had 


un a good work of reformation; went up with” his forces 


againſt I udah, and burt Rama; to the intent that he might 
let none (any more) go out or come in to Aſa, king of Judah. 
Ala, not thinking himfelf ſtrong” enougk to rl rol 
Baafaz teck all the filver/ and gold that was left in the 


1 Enge xv. 2 Chrom xvi, 
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treaſures of the _ of the Lord, and the treaſures of 
them for à preſent to Ben- 
hadad king of 8 N > (ble; „us then at Damaſcus); 

ut him in mir bis ande of the, league; that 

antientiy been pm theme and their fathers; re- 

veſting him to break his league, with Baaſha, and . 
to give over his enterpriſe, and. to depart from him. 

Benhadad, fempted with fo. rich a preſent, ſent his amine 5 
againſt the cities of Iſrael, and fmote divers of them; which 
when Baaſha heard of, he left, building Ramah, and re- 
turned to Virzah, his royal city (for Samaria. was not yet 
built) that he might take care of his own, affairs. And as 
3 * was gone with, his forces, Afa, by 


| procla- 
in, all. Judah to the work, pulled down the 


2 


950 cities for himſelf, Gebah of Benjamin, and Mizpals; * + 


But while king Aka was thus emplayed, Hanani the ſeen | 
8 came 277 him, and faid, * ©, Becauſe. thou haſt relied on the 
© king of Syria, e Shy God; che refore in 
the Lol of, the $y ria( eſcaped; out of thy hand; 
that is, have wi i themſelves, and ſi thee; open t0 
ug enemy, A deſtizuts, of of helps if he fhould.xGadh; Jhen 


he was 


the _ the 2 dlivered them into * — For 
* the, eyes, of, the Lord (ſaid 25 prophet) run to and ] 

c * through the whole earth, 25 e may fhew himſelf trong 
in che behalf of them whoſe heart is peaſe& towards him 
T for a, nchen, he tells him plainly" and hluntim 
"Gray's one ok ee tram. hence forth 

„thou halt ie Wars“, 10 g An Sm 36 
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Better treatment had Jehu; the ſon of this Hanani the 
feer, from Baaſha king of Ifrael, unto whom the Lord ſent 
him to denounce his; in theſe term: 
Foraſmuch as I exalted thee out of the duſt, and made 

thee prince over my people Ifrael, and thou haſt walked 
in the way of Jerobòam, and haſt made my people Iſrael 
<, tofin, and to provoke. me to anger with their fins : behold, 
©] will take away the "poſterity of Baaſha, and the poſte- 

_ «« rity of his houſe, and will make thy houſe like the houſe 


«of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. Him that dieth of Baaſha 


in the city, ſnall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of 
his in the fields, ſhall the fowls of the air eat“ 

This was ſharp and home; yet we do not read that Baaſha 
fel foul -on the e for” Gerne to 3 this dreadful 


1 | doom. G 


80 OY agreement is there of ra in as reigns 
of theſe kings, and ſome others, — the diviſion of che 


kingdom, that I will not pretend to give an exact account 


thereof; eſpecially” ſmce” the clue 1 AG hitherto moſtly 
followed doth here, as in ſome other places, fail me. 

© Probable it is, that Baaſha' did not live long after the 
judgment, mentioned before, was delivered to him by the 
man of God. He is ſaid to have 3 wich his fathers, 


and Elah his ſon to have yo . in the ſix- and - 
Judah 


twentieth year of Aſa king » | g Xvi. ver. 6. 
and 8. yet Baaſha's expedition againſt Aſa, in order to build 
_ Ramahy is ſaid to be in the fande thürtieth Fear of the 


of Aſa, 2 Chron. xvi. | 
es I know (as Tremellius r won 


this difference, would have that fix-and-thirtieth year to re- 
mu ö but) to the date of the kingdom 
of Judah, from the 
Rehoboam's coming to the crown ; and to be but the fourteenth 
of the — But 1 fee not how that can 
„ fince this expedition of Baaſha, for the building of 
Ramah, was ſome time after Aſa bad defeated the Ethio- 
pian king; for Hanani the ſeer upbraided Aſa with having 
n hn deliverance God had given him from the 
Ethiopians, when he craved help of the Syrians againſt 
Baaſha. And that defeat of the Ethiopians, or at leaſt 


the covenant reformation, which thereupon Judah en. 


1 Kings xvi. | f 2 Chron,xvi. ” : 
" tered 
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fifteenth year of king Aſa's reign. © So-that; that fix" and 
thirtieth year, in which Baaſha is ſaid to ge up to build 
Ramah (and which ſeems to have beer a goed while after 
the reformation-covenant made in Aſa's fifteenth year; for 
upon the making of that eovenant; the cgi gave them 


reſt round about, 2 Chron. xv. 15.) can by no good com- 


putation be made to be the fourteenth: year of Ala's reign. 
caſioned through a ſlip of ſome tranſcriber's pen. But leav- 


hint, to ſecure myſelf from the reader's: cenſure in point 
ol chronology, too difficult in theſe __ to: ee we 
out, I reſume the thread of the ſtor . 


Ifrael two years, or rather part of two years: for in his 
ſecond year, he being in Tirzah, drinking in the houſe of 


chariots, having conſpired againſt him, went in and kille& 


in his ſtead. - 30> . 
And although his reign. was very ſhort: (for het migncd 


but ſeven days) yet in that ſhort: time, and as ſoon as he 


4 ſat on his throne, as if he had been raiſed for nothing elle: 
| but to execute the judgment of the Lord, denounced by: 
the prophet Jehu, againſt the houſe. of Baaſha, he flew 


all the family of Baaſha, not leaving him e er n 


; of his kinsfolks or friends 


. Mean while, the army being encamped. a — Gibbethon- | 


N (then held from Iſrael i; the Philiſtines) and hearing there 
t tat Zimri had not only conſpired. againſt, but alſo ſlain 


h Elah their king, they made Omri, the captain of che hoſts.” 


* king over Iſrael that day in the 
f Omri, thereupon -raifing his ſiege Fm before: Giltbethoas 


< led his army up to Tirzah, the royal city, and there be- N 


g lieged Zimri, who, not able to defend the place when 
ve he ſaw the city was taken, went into the royal palaces. 


2 r 


Then were the people of Ilrael divided into two 


„ AAk. 30% % #9210 bt 


® A'CR!E-D HISTORY. mis 
tered into, is 7555 reſly placed in the third month ef the 


1 conjecture, therefore, that this difference has been oc- 4 


ing others to their own conjectures alſo, having given this 


Baaſha dying in the fix- ee aa of; eee 
of king Afa, Elah his fon fucczeded him, and reigned over 


Arza his. ſteward, his ſervant Zimri, captain of half his 
him, in the AA AI; n of Ala, ie e e | 


half the people following I ibni, the ſon of en to > make: 
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Hie is ſaid to have begun his 


no mention of his . 
Chronicles nou / extant, we can give no farther t of 
bim, ſave that he bought 


him king; and the other half following -Omri; but Omri's 
Party in time prevailing Tibni died, —— veigned. 


n over IHrael in the 
one · and thirteth year of Aſa king of Judah, and to have 


reigned twelve years; and his ſon Ahab to have ſucceeded 
kim, in the eight · and · thirtieth year of Aſa; which cannot 


be, unleſs Omri's twelve years be computed from Elah's 
death, and take in the time wherein Tibni and Omri were 


competitors for the crown, which is ſuppoſed to have been 


four years; and on chat nn it wil come near the 
matter. 

However, San e evi is the eyes of the I ed, 
and did worſe! chan all that had been before him; for he 
not only walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 


bat, and in his ſin wherewith he made Iſral to fin, to pro- 


voke the Lord God of Iſrael to anger with their vanities; 


but he made laws (called long aſter the Statutes of Omri) to 
bind the people thereunto, as. appears from the words of 


bs ſome. ran 3 remarkable, we are here reter- 
red to the book of the Chronicles of 


ch. vi. 16 
publick acts, b it is * there might 


the . of Ifracl 
for them, and for his might which he Geld, 


the hill. of Samariz of Shemer for 
two talents of ſilver (in value ſeven hundred and fifty pounds 
Rerling) and” the built the city, which from Shemer 
he called Samaria, and which was afterwards the metropolis 
and ſcat of the Iſraelitiſh kingdom 
To him ſucceeded Ahab his fon, in the eight-and;thirtieth 


year of Aſa king of Judah, who reigning two-and-twenty 


ears over Iſrael in Samaria, did ſo far outſtrip his father 
in wickedneſs, that he is ſaid to have done evil in the ſight 


of the Lord above all that were before him; and to have 
provoked the Lord God of Hrael to anger more than all 
the kings of Iſrael that went before him had done. For 
as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the 
ns of jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, he took to wife Jezebel, 
the daughter of Etlibaal king of the Zidonians; and having 
thereupon built an houſe for Baal in Samaria, and reared 


up an altar to Baal therein, he ſerved Baal, and worthup- 


Po him, and made a gore: 3 
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By theſe abominations. hi ghly provoked, the Lord ſent: 
Elijah the'Tiſhbite® (who is allo aled Elias, Lake iv. 25) 0 
denounce a judgment againſt Iſrael who, eoming unto Ahab, 


ſaid, * As the Lord God of Iſrael liveth, before wem! 
« ſtand (that is, Whom I wait upon, or whoſe: ſervant I am) 


there ſhall not be either rain or dew: theſe. years (to wit. 
three years and ſix months: for ſo both our Saviour, in, 
Luke iv. 25. and the apoſtle James, chap. v. 17. bound 
the time) eee b word. Werte as the Lord, 
ſhall ſpeak by me. 


After the prophet had delivered thismedlage,.that bebe 


himſelf be out of the reach of the famine which this drought- 


would produce, and out of the reach of the wrathful king, 
the word of the Lord came to him again, ſaying, Get thee” 
hence, and turù thee eaſtward, and hide thyſelf by the- 
© brook Cherith, which is before Jordan: of which brook. 


thou ſhalt drink; and I have commanded the ravens to fed 
_ © thee: chere 1 


- Thither therefore went Elijah, as the Land? nd appoints; 
him ; and taking up his abode by the brock, the ravens- 
2 him bread and fleſh morning and evening, and he 
of the brook.; but it came to paſs aſter a while, that 


te brook dried up; becauſe there had been no rain in the land. 


Then came the word of the Lord to him again, ſaying, 
Get thee to Zarephath (called Sarepta, Luke iv. 26.) a: 
town belonging to Zidon, and dwell there; for I have 
dcommanded a widow woman there to ſuſtain thee. Ss he 


aroſe, and went to Zarephath, and coming to- the gate of the 


city, ſaw the widow woman there gathering of ſticks ; and: 
calling to her, he deſired der to fetch me tle water, . that- 
he might drinx. 


As ſhe was going to fetch it; he called to bis again, defir, ; 


ing her to bring a morſel of bread in her hand. Whereupon: 


ſhe anſwered, * As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not ſo- 
much as a cake, but an handful only of-meal. in a barrel, 
* and a little oil in a eruſe: and behold, I am gathering a 
few ſticks, that I may. go in, and dreſs it for me and my 
ſon, that we may eat it; and then W eee der 
to die for want of more 

Then ſaid Elijah to ber, Fear not, go and do as Rp 


Inn but make me thereof a little cake firſt, and bring it 
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unto me; and afterwards make for thee and thy ſon. For 
"thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, The barrel of meal ſhall 
not waſte, neither ſhall the-cruſe of oil fail, until he: day 
« that che Lord ſhall ſend rain upon the earth 
The poor woman, whoſe heart the Lord had 1 be diſ- 
i " poſe to receive che leer (though ſhe knew / Rim not) · 
. made no diſpute, but did according as he bid her; and ſhe, 
| and he, and her family, did eat of this little ſtore) many 
| days: for the barrel of meal waſted not; neither did the cruſe 
| of oil fail; but held out, r beer, þ to the word of the Lord, 
which he ſpake b Elijah. * ; T9 xr tote: ig 7 9.7 
But though this woman and der , Gor ere uf che 
prophet, were preſerved alive from the famine“ ; yet after 
this, and while the prophet yet tarried with her, it came to 
dafs that the woman's * fell fick; and his fickneſs was ſo 
e, that there was no breath left in him, which is 4 peri- 
phraſis of dying. Whereupon the ſorrowful mother, coming 


© of God? Art thou come unto 175 to call Wfa to remem- 
brance, and to flay my ſon 15 
© Eljah-thereupon' wiſhed her 4 ons him: ker fon, and 
withal took him out of her boſom; and carrying him up into 
the Chamber where he uſed to lie, he laid him down upon his 
own bed; and crying «unto the Lord, aid, O Lord my 
© God, haſt thou älſo brought evil upon the widow, with 
© whom I ſojourn by flaying her ſon?” Then ftretching 
himſelf pion the child 1 times, he ſtill cried unto the 


„ 


© foul n into him again.“ And the Lord was graciouſly 
pleaſed to ear the voice of his ſervant Elijah, ſo: that the 
foul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 'Then 
took Elijah the child, and brought him down out of the 
chamber into the houſe, and delivering him to his mother, 
. ſaid, See, thy child is alive.“ At which the joyful mother 
ſaid, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and 
| © that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.. 
| When the time was near expired which God had appointed 
for the drought to laſt, the word of the Lord came to Elijah, 
ſaying, © Go, ſhew thyſelf unto Ahab, and 1 will fend rain 
„upon the earth.“ Whereupon Elijah ſet forward to go unto 
Ahab, But in the mean while, the famine raging. forely 
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to Elijah, ſaid, What have I to do with thee, O thou man 


4 
e e a a 


Lord, ſaying, O Lord my God, I pray thee; let this child's 


throughout 
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Part III. SACRED HISTORY: vs : 
Ne zhout Iſrael, Ahab calling to him Obadiah, the g | 
his houſe, a man that greatly; feared; the Lord, and 
de it by preſerving the Lord's prophets, when; Jezebel 
an of them off ; he ſazd unto him, Let us go through Ii 
1 byeve land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all — 2 It] 
< 49 len; enn fuk. gel e fave the horſes and wales "i 
“alive, that we loſe not all the beaſts. ? . 
Dividin thereupon the land hetween them, with-intemtion | 
to ſearch ft thoroughly, Ahab, the king, without guard or | 
attendance, went one way by himſelf, and Obadiah went 
another way by _himfelt, - And Providence. ſo, diſpoſing, it 
fell out, chat as Obadiab was on his way, Elijah met him; 
and Obadiah knon / ing him, fell on his face, and with joy 
ſaid, © Art thou that my land. Elljalv?”, Jam, replied he > 
and therefore go tell thy lord, that Elijah is hermeede. 
- Alas! ſaid Obadiah, What great offence have I commit» i© 
© ted; that thou ſhould: deliver thy ſervant into the hand I 
« of Ahab io lay me 7 As the Lord. y God liveth,-ahere,iv  } 
no nation or kingdom (that is ſubject to, or in league with 
Israel) whither the king hath not ſent to ſeek thee ; and 
* when. they 6 be took of 
kingdom or nation 
thou ſayeſt, Go tell 
c Whereas it may ſo co we ip 
f from thee, the ſpirit of 
© not whither; and then, if I 
* art here, and he eannot find thee, he will ſlay me. But 
| hope I have not deſerved fo ill of thee ; for I thy ſervine l 
2 fear the Lord, and have done ſo from my youth. Hath it 
| *. not been told my lord what I did, when Jezebel-ſlew the | 
N 


* * 


hould 2. 20d ll Ahab tho 


prophets of the Lord? How I hid an hundred of the Lord's ti 
Prophets h fifty ina cave, and p rovided them food ? ant 
* yet now thou ſayeſt. Go tell thy lord Elijah is here, and ſo 
. mM he may -ſlay me.” Nay, rephed Elijah, do not frar that; 
| * for as the Lord thy God liveth, fore SHORES | 
| * ſurely ſhew myſelf unto him to-day.” Tho 
| With this aſſurance away went Obadiah to Ed king Alabz 
i whom having found, and told him that Elijah was come, he 
1 haſted to meet Elijah; and, as ſoon 2 he was come to him, 
) 
f 


faluted him wth this -rOUg h 3 ng. eee 


* EEG uin. 


eee, 
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1 SACRED! HISTORY; part III. 
anſwered, No. 1 have not troubled Iſrael; -bat: thou and: 


thy father's houſe; in that ye have 1 forſaken the com- 


_ +-mandments of the Lord, and thou haſt followed Baalim, 
Now, therefore (added he) that it may appear who have 


been the troublers of Iſrael, ſend and gather to me all Iſrael 


© unto- mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred 
and fifty, with the four hundred n of the groves, 
which feed at Jezebel's table. 

Accordingly Ahab ger che children af Iſrael, and 


with them reer (at leaſt thoſe of Baal) to aſſemble at 


mount Carmel FAnd os Elijah coming among them, 
aid to the people, How long halt ye between two opinions? 
If, upon the trial now to be made, it ſhall appear to you 
that the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then 
2 follow him. But 5 doubtful people anſwered him not à 

ben Gt Elijah 0 chem I, even 1 only (chat I know 
9 75 remain à prophet; but the prophets of Baal (beſides 


the four hundred prophets of the groves, who' perhaps were 


. not come) are four hundred and fifty men. Let therefore, 
for the deciding of this controverſy, be two · bullocks given 
„us, and let them | chooſe out one of the two bullocks for 


themſelves, and let chem cut it in pieces, and lay it on 
wood, but put no fire under. And I will dreſs the other 


© bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under neither. 
And call ye (faid he, turning to Baal's prophets) on the 


name of your gods, and 1 will call on the name of the 
. zh aud dhe God that auſworeth by fire, let. him be 


8 


tion ſo pleaſed the the people; that they faid it is 
well U een Come then, . ſaid — to the prophets of 


Baal, ſeeing ye are many, do ye begin. Chooſe ye one of 
the bullocks for yourſelves, and dreſs it, and call on the 
name of your gods; but put no fire under.“ 

The prophets, thus provoked, took their bullock, and 
dreſſed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even 
until noon; ſaying, Baal hear us.“ But there was no voice, 
nor any that anſwered. Whereupon they leaped eicher upon 
the altar, or up and down at or about the altar that was made. 

When they had thus toiled themſelves till noon, Elijah 
boot! in a light ſpirit, but in an ly — 
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forbidden his an to nnn Levit. xix. 28. and 


pearance 


and contempt of their idol, and the more effe@tually to ex- 
them 8 the people) mocked them, and bid them cry 


aloud: for, faid he, your is ſuch a god, as js eder 


talking, and ſo doth not heed you; or he is in an hot purſuit, 
or in a journey, and ſo cannot mind you; or (which is worſe) 


ps he is faſt afleep, and muſt with loud calling be awaked 2 


forg he can hear you, 
Whether thoſe prophets were ſenſible that Elijah did deride 


2 or not, yet they ſtretched their throats, and cried aloud; 


and when they found that did not avail, they cut theinſeltes, 
after their manner, with knives and lancets, till the blood 
guſhed out upon them: This was the manner of the heathen 
antiently to expreſs extreme forrow, which God had 


in - 


Having thus | gone on, in a fort of prophetick fares: Gain 


mid-day to the time of offering the evening-ſacrifice my 


there being no voice, nor anſwer N them, nor any a 
ö n 
eee which: 


the Lord; and through 
his and their enemies, — — 
built an altar in the name Pb 
trench about it. And havi 
the bullock in pieces, and ul ie 
that four barrels of water ſhould be 
and the wood. Which being done, he 
peated a ſecond and third time, until Avid 
altar, and then he filled the trench alſo with 
intention of which ſeems to be, that he mig 
ſuſpicion of colluſion, and render the expected 
ug icuous and inconteſtable, when they ſhould fee 'a es 
forth Aa Es „ in Sede wr 
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nn SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 
All things thus diſpoſed in due order, and the time of the 
| offering of the evening ſacrifice being come, Elijah the pro- 
phet drew near, and addreſſing himſelf by prayer to God, 
ſaid, O Lord God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Iſrael, let 
- * jt be known this day that thou art God in Iſrael, and that 
I thy ſervant have done all theſe things at thy word. Hear 
me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord God, and that their heart may be turned 
back again from their idols unto the. 
No ſooner had the prophet, in the ſtrength of faith, and 
fervency of his ſpirit, poured forth his ſupplication to the Lord, 
but the ſire of the Lord fell, and conſumed not the burnt- 
ſacriſice only and the wood, but the very ſtones and the duſt, 
hcking up alſo the water that was in the trench. At ſight 
whereof, the people falling on their faces, brake forth into 
admiration and acknowledgment, ſaying, The Lord he is 
the God, the Lord he is the Gd. | 
Elijah had a watchful eye on the falſe prophets (who it 
ſeems were providing to ſhift for themſelves) ; and not wil- 
ling to ſlip the 8 of freeing Iſrael from ſo many 
wicked inſtruments, he called out to the people to apprehend 


the prophets of Baal. Which being done, he brought them 


down to this brook Kiſhon, and flew them (that is, cauſed 
them to be ſlain) there. This act of his, though it car- 
ried in it a ſhew of great ſeverity, was yet purſuant to the 
law of God, Deut. xiii 6, to 12. ſuited to that diſpenſation ; 


beſides that it did typically ſet forth how the inward enemies 


of the ſoul ſhould be dealt wk. 


Then turning himſelf to king Ahab, he adviſed lüm to get 
up, and to eat and drink to refreſh himſelf (not ſparing any. 


Jonger, as before, for fear the proviſion ſhould not hold out): 

for, ſaid he, There is a ſound of abundance of rain.“ | 
But while Ahab was eating and drinking, Ekjah going up 
to the top of Carmel, caſt himſelf down on tie earth; and 
putting his face between his knees, bid his ſervant. go up, 
and look towards the fea. The ſervant went up and. looked, 
and returning, told him he ſaw nothing. Whereupon he bid 
him go again ſeven times. The ſervant did ſo: and at the 
ſeventh time, ſaid; < Behold, there ariſeth à little cloud out 
©. of the ſea like a man's hand.” The prophet thereupon bid 
him go, and ſay unto Ahab, © Prepare thy. chariot, and get 
< thee down, chat the rain ſtop thee not.“ Ahab perceiving 
the ſky overcaſt, ſo that the heaven was grown black, with 


clouds. 
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clouds and wind, haſted away to Jezreel, and there was @ 


great rain. Vet the hand of the Lord (that is, his power) 
was on Elijah, ſtrengthening him ſo, that girding up his Joins 


(whereby he tucked up his long garment, which would other-" 
wiſe have been an hindrance to wort he ran nds Ahab to 
the entrance of Jexreel. mT A Nth. n or 1-5 


Being got thither, the king A related to Jezebel his 

queen“ all that Elijah had done; and 

had ſlain all the — ng At which the revengeful 
was ſo enraged; that, by a meſſenger ſent on purpoſe; ſhe 


e gods do to me, and more alſo, if 
0 make not ay life an de fit of one of thew; 


row this time on an 18. 
> meſſage,” con- 


When Elijah had received. this menacin 
ſidering wich himſelf the vindictive nature of the and 
the power ſhe had with the king der huſband, he" thought it 
his duty, having performed'the > lodvih he came for, to 
vide in time for his ow ſafety.” Whetefore, taking this for 


a providential warning, he aroſe; and eee went N 


for his life till he came to Beerſheba, va 


Judah, and ſo out of the dominion of the king e 


and leaving his ſervant there, he himſelf went a ee 
further into the wilderneſs : Where ſitting down ds 
juniper-tree, he requeſted for himſelf chat he might die, lay! 
ing; It is enough now, | O Lord, take away my life, "for'T 
* am not better | my fathers, that my life ſhould bes Pro- 
longed.? Nor? S gel vil; bie batt. 


While thus he lay under the juniper-tree; his pit opprel⸗ 


ſed with ſorrow, and his body wearied with long travel, he 


fell aſleep. But he had not ſlept long, before 0 ang * 
touching him, bid him ariſe and eat. He thereupon 


up, ſaw a cake baked on the coals, and a eruſe for — 8 | 
water ſtanding at his head: of which he eat and drang and 


laid him down again But the angel of the Lord coming 
again, and touching him the ſecond time, faid unto him, 

Ariſe, and eat; for the journey is too gront for ches to 0 
through with that food. 0 fle thereupon àrifing, did eat 
and drink again: and went in the 2 of that meat, 
forty days and forty nights,” unto Horeb, 
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e mount of God. 
Being got to Horeb, he entered into à cave, and lodged 


oo ee eee to him, and 10 
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Ake him, © What doſt chou here, Elijah?“ Ie anſwered, 
e very jealous for the Lord God ef hofts : for 
en of IKrael have forſaken thy covenant, thrown 
by, hy oor altars (that is, have forſaken -_ worſhip) and 
<Mlain{tby-prophets with the ſword; and I, I only (for far as 
i I Know-) am left, and 7 19 67 uy? life eng take it 
Away.“ 510 K 1s 751101 per. 
Then cad Fr ry e 
Ihe mount before me. Which he doing; the Lord paſſed 
by, and a great and firong-wind rent tie mountains, and 
brake! in pieces the rocks before che Lord: but the Lord 
Was not in the wind. And aſter the wind, an earthquake: 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the 
earthqualeg a fire : but the Lord was not in the fite. By all 
which-emblems the prophet was inſtructed, that the Lord was 
lufficiently; able to overturn his enemies by a mighty power, 
thaugh he did not to chooſe to appear in that way. But after 
the firs there was à fill ſmall voice; which, when Ekjah 
heard, he wrapped hs face in his mantle, and going out, 
good in the entrance of the cave: Where ke heard a voice 
ods © him, at before, What doſt than here, Elijah!“ 
o Which, when he hud given the fame r Which ke had 
Siven to the like queſtian before, the Lord faid unto him, 
© Go, yon with few ee, wilderneſs of Damaſcus :' and 
© when, Nn damen tüte, andi Harael a be king over 
4 OO . 
And jebu, ths toi of Nimſhi, malt io abt 0 be 
<"ancinted king, over Iſrael. And Eliſba the ſon of Shaphat, 
< of Abel-meholab; ſhalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy 
rom. Aud it ſhall come to paſs, that him that eſcapeth 
< the nord. of Hazael, - ſhall - Fehu flay. And him that 
eſcapeth the ſword of Jehu, ſhall Eliſha lay, For though 
- thothinkeſt.that thou art left alone ; yet have I ſeven 
<. thouſand. left me in,I frael, all the knees chat have not bowed 
into Baal, and. ee which hack 1 (that i is, 
. « worſhipped): him 
- Elijah herenpon Joparted thence; 10 lie e Eliſha, 
* who, was plougling wich twelve yoke: of oxen before him, 
bicmſelf following the twelfth; and u He pull by him „ he 
caſt his mantle upon him. 
Eliſna, who underſtaod te meaning: of the vial =P 
thrown upon him, ſtraightway leaving the oxea, ran after 
Elijah, and Laid,. Let A. 9 my father and 
balls - my 


0 


cer 
* 


1 


Part III. 8 A c RED HIS 1 O N., nal 1 


my mother: that is, take my leave of my relations. But 
Elijah, giving him a ſhort anſwer, only ſaid, © Go, return: 
for what have I done to thee?* Eliſha thereupon turning 
back from him, flew a yoke of his own oxen, and not ſtaying 
for other wood, boiled their fleſh with the inſtruments of 
the oxen; and having given it. to the people to eat, fol- 
lowed: Elijah, and became his ſervant, A i 
While theſe things were tranſacting in Iſrael, Aſa king 
of Judah, having reigned thirty - and nine years, and in 
that time grown from better to worſe, was taken wich a 
diſeaſe in his feet, which held him to his death. And al- 

though it increaſed upon him, until it was growa very vio- 
lent, yet in his diſeaſe he ſought not to the Locd; but, 
as his own name fignified a phyſician - (or healer of ſick- 
neſſes) he put his confidence in the phyſicians. Wherefore 
the Lord left him to his doctors: and after three years mi- 
ſery, he ended his life in the one-and-fortieth year of his 
reign, and was buried in his own ſepulchre which he had 
made for himſelf, in the city of David, beipg laid in the 
bed which was filled with ſweet odours, and divers. kinds 
of ſpices prepared by the apothecary's art, and they made 
a very great burning for him. AR es 
His fon Jehoſhaphat; being then five-and- thirty years of 
age, began his reign. over Judah in the fourth year of 
Ahab king of Iſrael. And in his entrance into the go- 
vernment, he ſtrengthened himfelf againſt Iſrael, by placing 
forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and ſetting gar- - 


riſons in the cities of Ephraim, which Aſa his father had 


taken, + and throughout the land of Judah. And the Lord 


was with Jeheſhaphat, becauſe he walked in the firſt way 


of his father David. So we read it here, ver. 3. But it 


may be queſtioned, whether David be not here flipped in, 


in the place of Aſa ; for in 1 Kings xxit. 43. and in 2 Chron. - 
xx. 32. Aſa is named, not David;; and it is certain, Aſa's 


firſt days were better than his laſt. But if we read it (as 


here) in the firſt ways of his father David, we muſt under- 


ſtand it of David's ways, before he tranſgreſſed in the caſe 


of Bathſheba and Uriah | | 
For further commendation of Jehoſhaphat, it is added, 
that he ſought not unto Baalim (that is, to any idol): but- 


bought to. the Lord God of his fathers, walking in his 


* 2 Chron, xvĩ. ＋ 2 Chron, xvii. | * 
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_  <conimandments, and not after the doings of Iſrael, who had 
both revolted from the government, and ſeparated from the * 
worſhip which God had ſet up. © „ 
And becauſe Jehoſhaphat did thus cleave unto the Lord, 
the Lord eſtabliſhed the kingdom in his hand, and all u- 
dah brought him preſents : ſo that he had riches and honour 
in abundance. And his heart being enlarged, and he en- 
couraged in the way of the Lord, he went on with more 
fervent zeal in the work of God: and not only took out 
of the land the remnant of the ſodomites, which remained 
in the days of his father Aſa, 1 Kings xxii. 46. but took 
away alſo the high-places and groves out of Judah, 2 Chron. 
xvii. 6. which latter yet muſt be underſtood with ſome qua- 
fication or allowance: for it is ſaid expreſly, both in 2 Chron. 
XX. 33. and 1 Kings xxii. 43. that the high-places were 
not taken away. It might therefore be, that they were 
taken away in part, not wholly ; in ſome places, not every- 
where. As we read of king Aſa (this Jehoſhaphat*s father) 
that he took away the ſodomites out of the land, 1 Kings 
- XV. 12. and yet it ſeems there was a remnant of them in 
the days of Aſa, which Jehoſhaphat his ſon did afterwards 
root out, 1 Kings xxii. 46. | 
In the third year of his reign, Jehoſhaphat ſent to di- 
vers of his princes, directing them to take with them cer- 
tain Levites and prieſts (whoſe names are recorded, 2 Chron. 
xvii. 7, 8.) and go teach in the cities of Judah, Theſe 
taking with them the book of the law, went about through- 
out all the cities of Judah, and taught the people. And 
that they might not be interrupted in ſo good a work, the 
fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands 
that were round age udah ; ſo that they made no war 
againſt Jehoſhaphat. Nay, ſome of the Philiſtines brought 
ehoſhaphat preſents, and tribute-ſilver : and the Arabians 
rought him flocks, which were tokens of homage. 
Jehoſhaphat thus growing exceeding great, he built in 
| * caſtles and cities of ſtore. And as he had much 
; uſineſs in the gities of Judah, ſo he had a great army . 
at Jeruſalem, and his men of war were mighty men of 
valour. Of theſe he had one million, one hundred and 
threeſcore thouſand always in arms, and ready at his com- 
mand, beſides thoſe that lay in garriſon in the fenced cities, 
throughout all Judah, | 
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Wmnile thus Jehoſhaphat was ordering the affairs of his 


kingdom of Judah, * Ahab king of Iſrael received an haught7 
 meflage from Benhadad king of Syria, who having gathered. 


all his hoſt together, and having two-and-thirty kings with 
him, with horſes and chariots, went up and beſieged Sa- 
maria; and from his camp ſent heralds into the city to 
kin 

ſaith Benhadad, * Thy ſilver and thy gold is mine, thy wives 
« alſo, and thy children, even the goodlieſt are mine.“ To 


which bold demand, timorous Ahab returned this humble 
anſwer; My Lord, O king, according to thy ſaying, I am 
? thine, and all that I have.” 


Ahab, who were commanded to ſay unto him, Thus 


The Syrian king, by this ſubmiſſion grown more arro- 


gant, ſent his heralds again, giving them in charge to ſay 
to Ahab, Thus faith Benhadad, Although J have ſent thee 
word, that thou ſhouldeſt deliver me thy filver and thy 
« gold, with thy wives and thy children; yet to-morrow, 


about this time, I will ſend my ſervants unto thee, and 
they ſhall ſearch thine houſe, and the houſes of- thy ſer- 


© yants, and ſhall 


eyes. N 


take away whatſoe ver is pleaſant in thine 
This ſtartled Ahab, finding the Syrian king thus grow 


upon him: not knowing where it would ftop, if he ſhould 
ſuffer his enemies to enter the ci 


e city. under this pretence; 
Wherefore calling to him the elders of the land, he ſaid 


to them, © Mark, I pray you, and ſee how this man ſeeketh 


* miſchief: for when he ſent unto me for my wives, and 


for my children, for my ſilver and my gold, I denied him 
When the elders and 


not, and yet he is not fatisfied,” 
the people heard this, they adviſed him not to hearken to 
him, nor to conſent to his demand. Whereupon he bid the 
heralds of Benhadad tell their king, All that thou didſt 


do And with this anſwer he dimiſſed them. e 
But when Benhadad heard this anſwer, he in great fury 
ſent to him again with this inſulting threat, The gods do 
* ſo unto me, and more alſo, if the duſt of Samaria- ſhall 
* ſuſice for handfuls, for all the people that follow me.. 
To this proud boaſt, Ahab grown now a little more hardy 
and reſolved, returned him only this proverbial ſaying, « Let 
not him that girdeth on his armour, boaſt himſelf as he 
* 04d Bats 
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that putteth it off.“ This nipping anſwer ſo. nettled the 
proud Syrian (who, with his aſſociate kings, was drinking 
in their pavilions) that immediately he gave order to his 
e to plant their batteries againſt the city, which they 
did. 8 e ee . 
Mean while the Lord, moved with compaſſion towards 
Iſrael, and highly provoked by the proud inſults of the Sy- 
rian king, ſent a prophet to Ahab, King of Iſrael, with this 
meſſage; © Thus faith the Lord, Haſt thou ſeen all this 
great multitude ? Behold, I will deliver it into thine hand 
this day, and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord.“ 
Ahab, though an enemy to God, and no friend to his 


Prophets, being now in a great ſtrait, was glad to ak, 


and willing. to take counſel. Wherefore, when'the prophet 


had told him that the Lord would deliver this great mul- 


titude into his hand, he preſently aſked; « By whom?” and 
the prophet, in the name of the Lord, anſwering, © By the 
young men (or ſervants) of the princes of the provinces ;' 
the king aſked, who ſhould ordert he battle: to which 
the prophet anſwering, Thou; he thereupon numbering the 
oung men of the princes of the provinces, fonnd them to 
two hundred thirty and two. And after that, namber- 
ing alſo all the people of the children of ' Iſrael, that he 
had then with him in the city, he could make up but feven 
The mufer thus made, at noon the young men (ſer- 


vants to the princes of the provinces) ſallied out of the 


city firſt, of which notice was quickly given to Benha dad 
(who, with his two and- thirty aſſiſtant kings, was ſtill drink- 
ing ia the pavilions). He, not thinking it worth his no- 
tice, gave order, that whether they came forth for peace, 
or for war, they ſhould be taken alive. But he did not 
find it ſo eaſy a matter: for the young men, followed by 
the reſt of the little army, gave ſo vigotous an onſet, that 
every one of them ſlaying his man, they put the Syrians 
to flight. Whereupon the king of Iſrael purſuing them with 
all the ſmall force he had, ſmote the horſes and the chariots, 
and flew the Syrians with a great ſlaughter ; Benhadad him- 
ſelf hardly eſcaping on horſeback with the horſemen. 

'Then came the prophet to king Ahab. again, and warned 
him to ſtrengthen himſelf, and make good proviſion for his 
defence; for at the return of the year, ſaid he, the king 0i 

Syria will come up againſt thee again. And fo it 2 
7 | For 
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Por the ſervants of the king of Syria (to excuſe them- 
ſelves, and wipe of the ſtain of their ſo great defeat by for 


ſmall a number) told him, The gods of the Iſraelites are 


gods of the hills; and we fighting them in the hill · country, 


they were too ſtrong for us there. But let us fight againſt 
them in the plain ( faid they) and ſurely we ſnall be 
« ſtronger than they.“ | r 
Whereſore they adviſed their king to take this courſe, - 
viz. to ſet aſide the two-and-thirty kings, and put ſo many 
captains in their rooms; and to raiſe an army, like for 
numbers to that he had loſt, horſe for horſe, and chariot for 
chariot, and chooſe his ground to fight on in the plain; and 
then they were confident they ſhould be ſtronger than the 
Iſraelites. | | | 59S 

Purſuant to this counſel, at the return of the year, Ben- 


hadad, having numbered the Syrians, went up to Aphex 
(a city belonging to the tribe of Aſher, Joſh. xix. 30, but 


poſſeſſed by the Syrians) to fight againſt Iſrael. And the 
Ifraelites, being alſo numbered, and furniſhed with provi- 
ſions, went out againſt them, and pitched before them in 


two battalions, like two little flocks of Kids; but the Syrians -. 


filled the country. | 0 
While thus the two armies ſtood facing one another, there 
came a man of God, and ſaid to the king of Iſrael, Thus 
ſaith the Lord, Becauſe the Syrians have ſaid, the Lord 
© is God of the hills, but he is not God of the vallies: 


therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine 


© hands, and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord,” | 

When now the armies ſtood waiting for the fignal ſeven. 
days, Ahab, encouraged by this meſſage from the Lord. 
joined the battle: and that handful (as it were) of men 
of the children of Iſrael, ſlew of the Syrians an hundred 
thouſand footmen in one day. The reſt fled to Aphek, and 
got into the city for ſafety ; but a wall there fell upon ſeven: 
and- twenty thouſand of the men that were leſt. 

As for king Benhadad himſelf, he fled among the reſt to 


Aphek, and getting into the city hid himſelf in an inner 


chamber. And there his ſervants coming to him told him, 
they had heard that the kings of the houſe of Iſrael were 
merciful kings: wherefore they deſired him to give leave 


that they, putting ſackcloth on their loins, and ropes about 
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their necks, might go out to the king of Iſrael; peradven- 
ture, faid they, he Eil ſave thy life. 5 „ * 
Their king conſenting, they, putting on their ſackcloth 
and halters, went to the king of Ifrae), and ſaid unto him, 
Thy ſervant Benhadad faith, I pray thee let me live.“ Ahab, 
who knew not but he had been flain in the battle, kindly 
© anſwered, Is he yet alive? He is my brother.“ 
Now the men, did diligently obſerve whether any fa- 
vourable word would drop from him; and hearing the 
word brother] they did haſtily catch it: wherefore re- 
2 their petition, they ſaid. Fhy brother Benha- 
| ad, &c.* Whereupon Ahab bid them go, and bring him 
to him; which they having done, Ahab took him up into the 
- - Chariot to him. Benhadad being thus on a ſudden, and 
unexpectedly, received into favqur; to ſhew his thankfulneſs, 
ſaid to Ahab, as they rode together, The cities which 
my father took from thy father (or predeceſſor rather, viz, 
„ Baafha, chap. xv. 20.) I will reſtore ; and thou ſhalt make 
« ſtreets for thee in Damaſcus, as my father made in Sa- 
maria.“ So Ahab, liking theſe conditions, made a co- | 
venant with Benhadad, and ſetting _ at bberty, ſent him 
away. | 3 
Hlereupon the Lord ſent a prophet to reprove Ahab for 
having diſmiſſed the Syrian king, whom he had delivered 
into his hand. And the prophet, intending to catch Ahab 
by a parabolical ſpeech (as Nathan once did David, 2 Sam. 
x11.) and make him paſs ſentence on himſelf, that he might 
aſſimilate himſelf to the perſon he intended to repreſent 
(which was a wounded ſoldier) faid unto his neighbour, 
in the word of the Lord, © Smite me, I pray thee :* but the 
man (perhaps not underſtanding his purpofe ) refuſed to 
| ſmite him. Whereupon' the - prophet ſaid unto him, Be- 
| * cauſe thou haſt not obeyed the voice of the Lord, as 
« ſoon as thou art departed from me, a lion ſhall flay thee ;' 
| and ſo it proved; for as ſoon as he was departed from the 
| prophet, a hon found him, and flew him. Then ſaid the 
1 prophet to another man whom he found, Smite me, I pray 
[ © thee: and that man ſmote him ſo, that in ſmiting he 
[ | - wounded him. | EE ; 
| The prophet, thus accommodated to his parpoſe, waited 
| 
| 
| 
| 


for king Ahab by the way, having diſguiſed himfelf with 
aſhes upon his face. And as the king paſſed by, he cried 
unto him, ſaying, Thy ſervant went out into the 2 „ 


A . 
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Jof che battle, and behold, a man turned afide; and brought 

a man to me, and ſaid, Keep this man; if by any means 
« he be miſſing, then ſhall thy life be for his life, or elſe 
« thou ſhalt pay a talent of ſilver. And, as thy ſervant. was 

© buſy here and there he was gone. Then ſaid the king 
of If.ael to him, * 80 ſhall thy judgment be, thyſelf haſt 
« decided it.” 
The prophet. thereupon haſtily taking away the aſhes from 
his face, the king of Iſrael diſcerned. that he was of the 
prophets. : Then ſaid the prophet. to him, Thus faith the 
1 « Becauſe. thou haſt let by out of thine hand a man 
whom I appointed to utter eſtruction; therefore thy life 
« ſhall go for his life, and thy people for his people.” Which 
doom A the king of Thad 4 had heard, he went to his 
houſe in Samaria, not penitently ſorry, but heavy and dif- 
pleaſes, or rather ſtubborn, and in a rage. 

Some time (but probably not long] after this, it came 
to paſs, * that Ahab caſt his eye upon à vineyard in Jezreel, 
which lay _ by a palace of his there: and having a 
2 to it, he ſaid to Naboth the Jeareelita, to whom the 

yard belonged, Give me thy vine yard, that I may 
7 it for a garden of herbs, becauſe it is near unto 
. * my houſe, and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than 


it or if it m, good t thee, 1 will; give: thee the worth 
« of it in money.” 


The propoſal ſeemed fair, had it not been contrary to 
the law of God, which Ahab too little regarded. But Na- 
both being a conſcientious man, and zealous of the law of 
God, which forbad the children of Iſrael to ſell their inhe- 
ritances, Levit. XXV. 23. and Numb. xxxvi. 7. &c. returned 
this anſwer to Ahab, The Lord vu that] ene, 
* the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.” _, 

Ahab hereupon going into his houſe heavy and diſplealed 
| (becauſe Naboth would not part with the inheritance” of 
his fathers) laid himſelf down upon his bed in a ſullen "ig 


and turning away his face from the company, would not 


eat. Which Jezebel his wife obſerving, ſhe came to 


hun, 
aud 'aſking him why his ſpirit was fo ſad that he would 
not eat; he told her the whole matter that had paſſed be- 
tween Naboth and him. Wherengon (after ſhe Ay by way 


of exprobation, aſked him, * Doſt thou now gens th king 
* 1 "IN xxi. A. M. 3106. 
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dom of Tract? As much as to ſay, Art thou fit to be 
Aa 3 and doſt not underſtand the power of a king ?) to 
im up again, ſhe wiſhed him to riſe and eat, and 
let his heart be merry; aſſuring him * would sive him 
Naboth's vineyard. | 
Then writing letters in Ahab's name, 2 ſealin them 
wich his ſeal, ſhe ſent them unto the elders and nobles that 
dwelt in the ſame city where Naboth dwelt, and in the let- 
ters ſhe wrote thus: © Proclaim a faſt, and ſet Naboth on 
© high among the people ; and ſet two men, ſons of Belial 
© (knights of the poſt) before him, to bear witneſs againſt 
© him, that he did blaſpheme God and the king. 'Then 
carry him out, and * him to death. Here we may ob- 
ſerve; that this wicked woman, though herſelf an idolatrous 
| heathen, could make the law of God which commanded 
that blaſphemers ſhould be ſtoned, Levit. xxiv. 16) a pre- 
tence whereby to ſhed. the blood of this innocent man. 
Upon receipt of theſe letters, the elders and nobles of 
8 Iſrael, purſuant! to the direction Jezebel had therein 
them, which they ſappoſed to have come from the = 
proclaimed a faſt (which, among them, was the uſual pre- 
paration to judicial trials: but this was ſuch a faſt as the 
prophet Iſaiah not long after complained of; a faſt to ſmite 
with the fiſt of wickedneſs, Ifa. Iviii. 4.) and haying ſet 
Naboth on high amongſt the people (that he might be ſeen 
of all the aſſembly) the two falſe witneſſes came in, and 
ſitting before him, charged him, in the preſence of the peo- 
ple, that he had blaſphemed God and the king. Where. 
upon they carried him out of the city, and having ſtoned 
him to death, ſent Jezebel word that Naboth was ſtoned 
and dead. Nor did they ſhed his blood only, but the blood 
of his ſons too (that there might be none to _ as may 
be gathered from 2 Kings ix. 26. 
When ezebel had received this account; ſhe haſted to her 
huſband ng Ahab, and ſaid, © Ariſe, ariſe, take poſſeſſion 
of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refuſed 
© to let thee have for thy money: for Naboth is now dead.” 
Whereu * Ahab went down to take poſſeſſion of Naboth's 
vineyard, as forfeited to him by Naboth's pretended treaſon. 
But while he was there, the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſaying, © Ariſe, go down to meet Ahab 
* king of Iſrael, who 3 is in the riceyard of _ MY ho 
E he 
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© he is gone down to poſſeſs it. And thou ſhalt fay unto 
„ him, Thus faith the Lord, Haſt thou killed, and alſo taken 

« poſſeſſion? Wherefore in the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Naboth, ſhall dogs lick thy blood, even'thine.” 
- By that time the prophet ** delivered thus much of his 
meſlage, Ahab, interrupting him, ſaid, Haſt thou found 
me, O mine enemy?“ Yes, anſwered the prophet; I have 
found thee, becauſe thou haſt ſold thyſelf. to work evil in 
the ſight of the Lord. Then going on with his 14-18% 4 
the name of the Lord, he added ; 

+ © Behold, I will bring evil upon thee; and will take away 

thy poſterity: and will cut off from Ahab him that pi 

* ſeth againſt the wall, and him that is ſhut up and leſt 
in Igel. And I will make thy houſe like the houſe of 
Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and like the houſe of nee 
the ſon of Ahyah (both which families were utterly e 
olf) for the e 529 where with thou haſt — 
* me to anger, in making Iſrael to fin. Him that dieth 
* of Ahab in the city, the do ſhall eat; and him that 
* dieth-in the field, ſhall che of the air eat. 

No wonder is it that the Lord denounced ſo ſevere a 
ſentence upon Ahab; for there was none like unto him, 
who did ſell himſelf to work wickedneſs in che fight of the 
Lord; doing very abominably in following idols (called, 
in contempt, 3 gods) to which Jezebel his wife ſtir- 
red him up. Wherefore Jezebel went not without her juſt 
doom; for f her alſo be Lord ſaid, Tos dogs mall eat 
0 Jezebel, by the wall or ditch of. Jezreel.? 7 . 

Yet as bad as Ahab was, when he heard: this fearfat | 
judgment denounced by the prophet againſt him, being. ſtruck 
with a ſadden terror, he ſhewed all the - outward ſigus of 
repentance. For he rent his clothes, and put ſackcloth 

his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly, 
like a mourner, or one in affliction. Nor was this ſhort 
ſnew of repentance. wholly rejected; but the Lord took no- 
tice of it, and ſaid to the prophet Elijah, © Seeſt thou how 
* Ahab humbleth himſelf 1 me? Becauſe. he humble 
* himſelf before me, I will not bring the evil in his days; 
but in his ſon's days I will bring the evil upon his houle:? , 
Thus as Ahab humbled himſelf for a ſhort time (which the © 
ſequel ſhewed) ; ſo God Ig ei his . Wot 4 _ 
time alſo. 
10 
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It is not improbable. that this temporary *ſhew of humi. 
ation in Ahab might be an inducement to Jehoſhaphat, 


king of Judah, to make a league with him; for pre- 


ſently after this we read, that Jehoſhaphat joined in affinity 


with Ahab, taking Ahab's daughter to be wife to his ſon 


and heir Jehoram, 2 Chron. xxi. 6. and 2 Kings viii. 18. 
This unhappy league drew him, not long after, to Sa. 
maria, to viſit Ahab; who, killing ſheep and oxen in abun · 
dance, made a royal entertainment for him, and the people 
that came with him. 85 . 
Ahab, willing to improve this opportunity to his own 
advantage, invited Jehoſhaphat to go with him to battle 
to Ramoth- Gilead (a city of right belonging to Iſrael) to 
recover it from the Syrians. To which jehoſhaphat over- 
[haſtily and unwarily conſented, ſaying, I am as thou art, 
* my people are as thy people, and we will be with thee in 


the war. Let quickly recollecting himſelf, he defired king 
Ahab to inquire at the Word of x 4 Lord that they might 
:know whether the Lord did approve their undertaking. 
Ahab. thereu fi his prophets together, who 
were four — op? men (probably thoſe called the prophets 
and eſcaped the brunt at Carmel, 1 Kings xviii.) and put- 
ting the queſtion to them, Shall I go to Ramoth-Gilead 
< to battle, or ſhall I forbear? They unanimouſly anſwered,” 
_ "rp? Lord hath delivered it into the hand of 
„„ SH | 5 
But: Cad Jehoſhaphat, | Is there not here a prophet of the 
Lord beſides; that we might inquire by him? Yes, ſaid 
Ahab, there is one man (but one true prophet, alas! to four 
hundred falſe ones) and that is Micaiah, the ſon of Imlah ; 
but I hate him, for he never propheſieth good concerning 
me, but evil. Nay, replied Jehoſhaphat, © Let not the king 
< ſay ſo.* That is, let him not hate the prophet, for his 
meſſage · ſake; nor yet reject the meſſage, becauſe it doth not 
pleaſe him. Then the king of Iſrael, calling for one of his 
officers, bid him make hafte, and fetch Micaiah to him. 
Mean while, the two kings of Iſrael and of Judah, fitting 
either of them on his throne, clothed in their royal robes, 
n a plain place at the entering in of the gate of Samaria; 

all the prophets propheſied before them, and with one ac- 
cord ſaid, Go up to Ramoth-Gilead, and proſper ;. for the 
27 * 1 Kings xxii. 2 Chron. xviii. 

: Lord 
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.of the groves, who uſually fed at queen JezebeVs table, 


„Lord ſhall deliver it into the hand of «the king. And 


one of them (whoſe name was Zedekiah, the ſon of Che- 


naanah) the better to impreſs their notions upon the king's 
minds, made him horns of iron, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, With theſe thou ſhalt puſh Syria until thou conſume 


them.“ 


8 3 


While thus the falſe prophets were playing their pranks | 
to deceive the two kings, the officer that went to fetch Mi- 
caiah, willing either to further the enterprize, or to prevent 


ſufferings to the prophet, told him how) unanimouſly all the 

king's prophets had propheſied good ſucceſs to him in this 

expedition, and deſired him to ſpeak as they had done. | But: 

good Micaiah gave him this ſhort anſwer, As the Lord 
«* hveth, even what my God faith, that will I ſpeak “ 


Being now come before the two kings, Ahab ſaid 10 kind; | 
© Micaiah, Shall we go to Ramoth-Gilead to battle? Or ſhall - 
we forbear?? He, at the firſt, in contempt of the falſe pro- 


| phets, and the better to expoſe them, ſaid,” as they had done, 
© Go ye up, and proſper, and they ſhall be delivered into 
| © your hand,” But he ſpake it in ſuch a manner, that king 
Ahab eaſily perceived he derided them. Therefore he ſaid 
to him, How many times ſhall I adjure thee, that thou ſay 


nothing but the truth to me in the name of the Lord? 


Nay, replied Micaiah, if thou wilt hear the truth, then mind 


what I fay, I did ſee all Iſrael ſcattered upon the moun- - 


* * tains, as ſheep without a ſhepherd; and the Lord ſaid, Theſe 
| © have no maſter, let them therefore return every man to 
his houſe in peace.” | | 


This was a plain and apt fimile, ſetting forth the death 
of Ahab, and the defeat of his people, if they proceeded: | 
to this battle. And Ahab, it ſeems, underſtood it ſo; for 
| interrupting the prophet here, he ſaid to Jehoſhaphat, Did 
I I not tell thee that he would not propheſy good unto 

's 


me, but evil? But the prophet, not daunted wit 
| Interruption, proceeded, ſaying I x 
© Therefore hear the word of the Lord. I ſaw the Lord 


* fitting upon his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven ſtanding 
* on either hand of him. And the Lord ſaid, who ſhall en- 


* tice Ahab king of Iſrael, that he may go up and fall at 


* © Ramoth-Gilead? And one ſpake-after- one manner, and 


another after. another manner.“ (Thus the prophet, the 
more ſenſibly to affect the hearers, repreſented, the-heavenly 
viſion, after the manner of human conſultations), Then 


c (faid 
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e (ſaid he) came out a ſpirit, and ſtanding before the Lord, 
<  faid, I will entice him. And the Lord aſked him, wherewith, 
<:or by what means, he would entice him? I will go out (ſaid 


che) and be a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all his prophets (for 


©-all Ahab's prophets ſpake the fame thing, in the ſame words, 
© as if they had but one mouth.) Then ſaid the Lord, Go out 
and do ſo; for thou ſhalt entice him, and ſhalt alſo prevail.“ 
Now therefore (added Micaiah)-< Behold the Lord hath put 
© a lying f{pirit- in the mouth of theſe thy prophets ;. and the 
Lord hath ſpoken evil againſt thee.* | 

This ought not to ſeem ſtrange, or be offenſive to any, 


that the Lord ſhould here be ſaid to have put a lying ſpirit 


ih the mouth of the falſe prophets ; for it is his prero- 
gative, a token of his abſolute ſovereignty,” that he may 
uſe inftraments of all ſorts to effect his work by, whether 
for the advancing his own honour, the correction of his 
children, or the deſtruction of his enemies. | 
This ſaying of Micaiah's [That the Lord had put a lyin 
_ into the mouth of theſe: Jezebelan prophets] ved 
extremely; inſomuch that Zedekiah (he that made 
the iron horns, and who ſeems to have been a leading man 


cheek (for it is the falſe prophet commonly that uſes tie 
violence, not the true) in deriſion ſaid, © Which way 
« went the ſpirit of the Lord from me to ſpeak unto thee ?” 
„That, replied Micaiah, thou ſhalt ſee in that day, when 
thou ſhalt go from chamber to chamber to hide thyſelf.” 

By this time Ahab had enough of Micaiah. Wherefore 
breaking off the diſcourſe between Zedekiah and him, he 
commanded the officer to take Micaiah, and carry him back 
to Amon the 23 and to joaſh the king's ſon, and 
ay unto them; Thus faith the king, Put this fellow (ſo in 

© contempt he called the prophet) in the priſon, and feed 
„ him with bread of affliction, and with water of affliction 
© (afflit him with want of fit and ſufficient food) until I re- 
© turn in peace.” | Nay, ſaid Micaiah, If thou return in 


6 


bid all the people take notice of it. > nad fra 

Though king jehoſhaphat' heard all this, and knew Mi- 
 caiah to be a prophet of the Lord; yet having linked him. 
ſelf in with wicked Ahab, both by affinity and league, he 
up with him to fight againſt Ramoth Gilead But 
before the battle was joined, Ahab (mindful probably of 


- bid} © "what 


: 
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them) coming up to Micaiah, ſmote him on the 


peace, then hach not the Lord ſpoken by me:“ and be 


- 
: - 
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what Micaiah had ſaid, and willing to fruſtrate the pro- 
phecy) 38 that he would diſguiſe himſelf, and ſo go 
into the battle; but that Jehoſhaphat ſhould fight in his royal -- 
robes. And accordingly they did ſo. N | 
Now Benhadad, the king of Syria, had commanded the 
captains of his chariots to ſingle out the king of Iſrael, and 
not to fight with any other, ſmall or great, but with him 
only. This was a very unkind return to Ahab for the great 
* kindneſs he had ſhewed Benhadad in their former war; when, 
though Benhadad was then the aggreſſor, Ahab, to his o o 
great damage, generouſly gave him both his life and liberty 
when he had him wholly in 2 e 
However, the Syrian captains obſerving their king's com- 
mand, ſought after the king of Iſrael; and when they faw 
Jehoſhaphat, concluding him to be the king of Iſrael, ® 
they beſet him round on every fide, and made ſo vigorous 
an impreſſion, that Jehoſhaphat was fain to cry out; and 
the Lord having compaſſion on him, helped him at this great 
trait, by making them ſenſible that it was not the Ling 
of Iſrael, and thereupon: inclining them to turn back from 
Thus narrowly eſcaped Jehoſhaphat, But Ahab's politick 
diſguiſe did not ſecure him. For a certain man, drawin 
a bow at a venture, hit him between the joints of his ar- 
mour, and gave him a mortal wound. Whereupon he ſaid 
to his charioteer, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of 
the hoſt, for I am wounded.“ Vet becauſe the battle grew 
hotter upon the Iſraelites that day, the king of Iſrael was 
held up in his chariot till the evening; that his being ſo 
wounded might not be known to his ſoldiers to diſcourage 
them; and about the going down of the ſun he died. Then 
| was a retreat ſounded, and proclamation made throughout 


the hoſt of Ifrae], that every man ſhould eſcape to his city, 
or to his country-dwelling. ' And herein was fulfilled the 
5 viſion! of Micaiah; for Ifrael was now ſcattered like ſheep ö 
1 that had no ſhepherd nor maſter, their maſter Ahab being 
5 na hofef Ht! v 5 e i e . wa 

King Ahab was brought to Samaria, and buried there. 
. And becauſe, While he was held up in his chariot; the blood 
N ran out of his Wound, not only into his armour, but into 


e his chariot alſo, therefore his chariot wWas waſhed in the 
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pool of Samatia, as well as his armour, and the dogs licked 
ap his blood, according to the word of the Lord, which 
he ſpake by Elijah the Tiſhbite. 26 | 
'Thus died this wicked king. For a further account of 
whole publick acts we are here referred (as we are often 
elſewhere on other occaſions) to a book of Chronicles long 
fince Joſt; ® in which, amongſt. other things, mention it 
ſeems was made of an ivory houſe which king Ahab built. 
And as Samaria was built by Omri his father; fo in his 
days was Jericho rebuilt by Hiel the Bethlehite; who ac- 
cordin 5 the word of the Lord, which above five hundred 
years. before he ſpake by Joſhua the ſon of Nun, Joſh, 
vi. 26. laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his fixſt-born, 
and ſet up the gates thereof in his youngeſt ſon Segub, 
i | Ys | 
Although Jehoſhaphat the king of ]udab- eſcaped without 
Hart in the battle, yet he eſcaped not without reproof from 
the Lord after the battle, for having joined himſelf in affi- 
nity and league with wicked Ahab. For as ſoon as he 
was come back to feruſalem, Jehu, the ſon of Hanani the 
ſeer, went out to meet him with this- greeting, © Shouldeſt 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? 
£ 'Therefore is wrath upon thee from the Lord. Nevertheleſs 
- © (fo he went on, that the good king might not be too much 
« caſt down) there are good things found in thee ; inaſmuch 
4 as thou haſt taken away the proves out of the land, and 
: haſt prepared thine heart to ſeek God.” | | 
This gentle reproof had fo good an effect upon Jehoſha. 
phat, that after. he had made ſome ſtay at Jeruſalem,_he 
took his progreſs through the people, from Beerſheba to 
mount Ephraim (that is, from one end of his kingdom to 
the other) and brought them back unto the Lord God of 
their. fathers And having ſet judges in the land, he ſaid 
unto them, Take heed what ye do, for ye judge not for 
. man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. 
s Wherefore now, let the fear of the Lord be upon you, 
take heed and do it; for there is no iniquity with the Lord 
our God; nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts.” 
Moreover, in Jeruſalem did Jehoſhaphat ſet of the Le- 
vites, and of the. prieſts, and of the chief of the fathers 
of Iſrael, for the judgment of the Lord (matters apper- 


- 


* 


o _ Kyung 
2 0 
a . 
l 
4 


hy 
| 
: _ 
* in i % 
wes - , 
"9 % 6 * x 


1 —TTT ra 0d | 
| Patt. SACRED HISTORY: rms 
| taining to his worſhip } and for controverſies (or diffe- 


rences in civil matters) when they (the judges, he had Tet: . 
in the ſeveral cities) ſhould have recourſe: to Jeruſalem for 3 
| 


| 

advice or aſſiſtance- And to theſe he gave charge, ſaying, | 
Thus ſhall ye do, in the fear of the Lord, faithfully and | 
* with a perfect heart. And what cauſe ſoever ſhall come ä 
to you, of your brethren that dwell in the cities, between i 
© blood and blood, between law and commandment, ſtatutes 
and judgments, ye ſhall even wara them that they treſ- 
« paſs not againſt the Lord, and ſo wrath come upon you 
and upon your brethren. This do, and ye ſhall not treſpaſs“. 
Then directing them unto whom, upon all occafions, they 
ſhould have recourſe in all matters, relating as well to re: 
hzion as to the civil eſtate, he concluded with this ſhort: _ 
exhortation, and encouragement; * Deal courageouſly, and 
the Lord will be with the good.“ 5 
The truth of this himſelf ſoon after experienced. For the 
children of Moab and Ammon, with their eonfederates, com- 
ing againſt him in battle, news was brought him on. a ſad- 
den, that there came a. great multitude againſt him from 
beyond the ſea on this fide Syria, and that they were in: 
Engedi, not a great way off. This unexpected news put 

Jehoſhaphat in great fear; and not having confidence in 1 
his own ftrength, he ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord; and in 1 
order thereunto proclaimed a faſt throughout all the king it 
dom of Judah. Whereupon Judah gathered themſelves tos - 
gether to aſk help of the Lord; even out of all the cities i 
of Judah they came to Jeruſalem to ſeek the Lord. And. 
Jehoſhaphat the king ſtanding in the congregation of u- 
dah, in the houſe of the Lord, * before the new court, thus: 
addreſſed himſelf unto God : + n LY 1 

O Lord God of our fathers; art not thou God in heaven, 


i and ruleſt not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? 
| none is able to withſtand thee ?- Art not thou (more eſpe- 
5 | « cially) our God, who didſt drive out the inhabitants of 


* this land before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it to che 
* ſeed of Abraham thy friend for ever? and they dwelt. _ 
„therein, and have built thee a ſanctuary therein for tbhß J 
* name, ſaying, If when evil cometh upon us as a judgment 
„(whether it be the ſword, peſtilence, or famine) we ſtand- | 


; 
' 
' 
”- * . 1 ; | | 
and in thine hand is there not power and might, ſo that | 
| 
| 
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in thy preſence before this houſe (in which thy- name 1s 


-- . ©. called upon) and cry unto thee in our affliftion, then hear 


thou and help. And now behold, the children of Am- 
mon and Moab, and thoſe of mount Seir (whom thou 
_ © wouldeit not let Iſrael invade, when they came out of the 

land of Egypt, but they turned from 7— and deſtroyed 
them not ;) behold, I ſay, how they reward us; for they 
© are come up againſt us, to caſt us out of thy poſſeſſion 
*. which thou haſt given us to inherit, O our God, wilt 


thou not judge them? for we (of ourſelves) have no might 


c againſt this great company that, cometh up againſt us; 
« neither know we what to do, but our eyes are upon thee.” 
Thus ſpake the king in the name of all the people. And 
all Judah flood before the Lord, with their wives and chil- 
dren, even their. little ones, 


Then u 1 Jehaziel (the viſion of God) a Levite of the 


ſons. of A came the Spirit of the Lord, in the midit 


of the congregation ; and he ſaid, Hearken ye, all Judah, 


and ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and thou king Jehoſha- 
« phat, thus ſaith the Lord unto you; Be not 27225 nor 
« diſmayed by reaſon of this great multitude, for the battle 
is not yours, but God's: Lo. morrow go ye down againſt 
them; behold they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye 
« ſhall find them at the end of the valley, before the wilder- 
© neſs of Jeruel. Which particular deſcriptions of places he 
gave, that when the people ſhould find it ſo, they might 
thereby be confirmed in the truth of his prophecy. 
Then going on; { But, {aid he, ye ſhall not need to 6ght 
„ in this battle. Set yourſelves, and be ſtill; and ſee the 
« ſalvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jeruſalem, 
To- morrow, I ſay, go out againſt them, and fear not, 
nor be diſmayed ; for the Lord will be with you.” 
Upon this gracious anſwer from the Lord, king Jeho- 
ſhaphar bowed his head, with his face towards the ground: 
and all Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, falling down 
before the Lord, worſhipped him; and certain of the Le- 
vites. ſtood up, and paiſed the Lord God of Iſrael with a 
joud voice on high: 
Darly next morning they marched oat into the wilder- 
neſs of Tekoa. And as they went forth, Jehoſhaphat, ſtand- 
ing in the way, ſaid, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inha- 
« bitants of Jeruſalem ; believe in the Lord your God, fo 
© ſhall ye be eftablihed | believe his 9 ſo ſhall ye 
| | © proſper,” 
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« proſper." Then, having eonſulted with the people, he ap 
pointed fingers unto the Lord, and ſuch as ſhould praiſe G84 
under the title of the Beauty of Holineſs, as they went out 
before the army; and ſhould ſay, * Praiſe the Lord, for his? 
* mercy endureth for ever.“ 

Though this was 'a ſort of triumphing, before- the vie 
tory, yet it was well grounded; the Lord by his prophet” 
having given them his word for it; nor was it long before 
he made it good. For as they began to ſing and to praiſe, 
the Lord ſet ambuſhments againſt their enemies from amongſt 
themſelves, ſo that they ſmote one another; For the children 
of Ammon and of Moab fell upon the inhabitants of mount 
Seir, to ſlay and utterly deſtroy them; and when they had“ 
made an end of them, they ſet themſelves to deſtroy one 
another. So that waen jehoſhaphat with his army came 
towards the watch tower in the wilderneſs, and looked for 
the great armies of the enemies, behold, they were dead 
bodies, fallen to the earth, and none of them leſt alire?: 
This was fo evidently the Lord's doing, that it may well 
be called one of the battles of the Lord; and might Jultly 
claim a place in that book of the Wars of the LR Yu 
is mentioned in Numb xxi. 14: | 

Thus Jehoſhaphat and his people, iaſtead of ighibg⸗ . 
to take the ſpoil of their enemies, which they found among 
them in abundance, both riches with the dead bodies, and 
precious jewels, which they ſtripped off for themſelves, more 
than they could carry away. For they were three: _ 
in gathering the ſpoil; it was ſo much. 

On the fourth day they aſſembled themſelves together it 
the valley. And that they might not be wanting of a thank 
ful acknowledgment to the Lord for ſo great a deliverancs, 
they there ſolemnly bleſſed the Lord. From which act, tie. 
name of that place was afterwards called the valley of Bera- 
chah, that is, of bleſſing. 

Then ſetting forward in good 14. with Jehoſhaphat their 
king at the head of them, they returned to Jeruſalem with 
joy, playing on pſalteries and harps, and ſounding : their 
trumpets until they came to the houſe of the Lord; becauſe - 
the Lord had made them to rejoice over their.enemies. 

The deſtruction of this. invading army was fo evidently ' 
ſeen to be the act of God, that it ſtruck terror into the 
reſt of the nations; and that the. fear of God was on the 
1 round about, when they heard that the Lord fought - 
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againſt the enemies of Iſrael; fo that the realm of Jehoſha- 


Fhat was quiet, for his God gave him reſt on every fide. 
Vet after all this (ſee: the inſtability of man) Jehoſhaphat 
Joined himſelf with Ahaziah king of Iſrael (ſon to wicked 


Ahab) who ſucceeded his father in his vices as well as in 


His kingdom, and did wickedly, as he had done, walking in 
the way of his father Ahab, and of Jezebel his mother, and 
in the way of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who made Iſrael 
to fin: for he ſerved Baal and worſhipped him, and thereby 
provoked to anger the Lord God of Iſrael, according to all 
that his father had done. 8 8 t | 
The deſign of this league between Jehoſhaphat and him, 
was to ſend a fleet jointly between them, to fetch gold from 
Ophir (an eaſtern country, which yielded the fineſt gold :) 
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and in order thereunto they built the ſhips in Ezion Geber, 


which fignifies the Counſel of Man; but the undertaking 
being out of the counſel of God, the Lord diſappointed the 
enterprize by breaking the ſhips; in the harbour. Which 


done, Eliezer (which ſignifies the Help of God) ſon of Do- 


darah (which fignifies Love) propheſied againſt Jehoſhaphat, 


and told him, becauſe he had joined himſelf with Ahaziah, 


the Lord had broken his works. And 16 indeed he had; 
__ for the ſhips were ſo broken, that they were not able to go 

to Tarſhiſn. e | {EEE 4,8 
This was the ſecond time. that this good king Jehoſha- 
phat had tripped in this kind, The firſt had like to have 
coſt him his life, when he joined. with wicked Ahab; a king 
too, as well as he; yea, and a king of Iſrael, but a wicked 
one. This ſecond did coſt him the loſs of his fleet, for join- 


- Ing with Ahab's wicked ſon. And this may ftand as a 


.way-mark, for a warning to all, both princes and private 
perſons who profeſs to ſerve and worſhip the true God, not 


to join themſelves with God's enemies, 
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INCLUDING THE REST kar THE TWENTIETH". 
CHAPTER) OF THE SECOND BOOK OF THE | . 


CHRONICLES; 


| And a . by Hiſtory of 320 years, to the c 3 
Zedekiah, the laſt King of Judah, the deſtruction of the 


Temple and City of edel Na e Sttks * 


proclamation of Cyrus for rebtilding the Temple. Within 


the compaſs of which period, moſt of the Prophets, whoſe 


Writings are 8 VIZ. 


Jonan, Mican, | Exvicavts * 
Amos, JEREMIAH, OBaDIaH, _ 
Hos zA, ZkrRAN IAH, 8 
Joer, - HaBAKKUK,: 5 

| Isalan, Nauun, | Danier 


Propheſied, and probably in 1 of time as they are here 
ſet; whoſe ſeveral Books are more or leſs taken notice of 


in the courſe of the Hiſtory, as oy afford more or t leſs : 


matter r relating thereunto. 


T was in the ſeventeenth year x jth king of 
Judah, that Ahaziah fon of A Ahab 

Iſrael, 1 Kings Xxii. 51. And in the —— year of his 

reign he received an hurt by a fall which he had through a 

_ lattice or State in his upper chamber in Samaria 3 which being 
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made to give light to the lower rooms, he, it ſeems, dropped 


through it. Whereupon he ſent meſſengers to inquire of 


- Baalzebub the god of Ekron (the ſame that in the New Teſ- 
tament is called the prince of the devils, Luke xi. 15.) whe- 


| _ ther he ſhould recover of that hurt or not. 


This was ſtrange. We read in 2 Kings viii. 8. that when 
Benhadad king of Syria, a profeſſed heathen, was ſick, he 
ſent to Eliſha, the prophet of the God of Iſrael, to inquire if 
he ſhould recover of that diſeaſe. But here a king of Iſrael , 
ſends, on a like occaſion, to inquire of an heathen god. 

This ſo provoked the God of Iſrael, that ſending an angel 
to Elijah the Tiſhbite, he commanded him to go meet the 
meſſengers of the king of Samaria, and ſay thus unto them, 
© Is it not becauſe there is not a God in Iſrael, that ye go to 
< inquire of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron? (that is, doth 
not your going to inquire of the god of Ekron plainly ſpeak, 

© that you do not believe there is a God in Iſrael)? Now 
therefore, thus faith the Lord, Thou (king Ahaziah, who 
© haſt fent theſe meſſengers to inquire of an heathen god, 
thou) ſhalt not come down from that bed on which thou 
© art gone up to he, but ſhalt ſurely die.“ Hs 75 
Upon this the meſſengers, not thinking itneedful to go to 
Ekron, returned to Samaria ; and coming to the king ſooner 
than expected, he aſked why they were come back: They 
told him there came a man up to meet them, and bid them 
turn back again unto the king that ſent them, and ſay unto 
him, Thus ſaith the Lord, Is it not becauſe there. is not a 
God in Iſrael, that thou ſendeſt to inquire of Baalzebub the 
god of Ekron? Therefore thou ſhalt not come down from 
© that bed on which thou art gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die.” 
It ſeems the meſſengers did not know the prophet ; for the 
king aſked them what manner of man it was that met them, 
and told them theſe words. And when they told him that he 
Was an hairy man (which is underſtood to & ſpoken not of 
his perſon, hut his garment, which was rough, coarſe, and 
hairy) and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins ; he 
Taid, It is Elijah the Tiſhbite. For it is probable he might 
have formerly ſeen him when ke denounced judgment againſt 
his father Ahab. | 3 | 
Elijah, baving delivered his meſſage, was gone, and had 
fat him down on the top of an hill. Thither the king ſent 
-. AM 3r0q. © | 
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unto. him a captain of fifty with his fifty men; that if he re» 
fuſed to come with him by fair means, they might bring him 


by force, - 


The captain, as ſoon as he came to him, like a rough and 


reſolute ſoldier, ſaid, Thou man of God, the king hath ſaid, 
come down.“ This was not ſuch language as man of 
God uſed to receive from ſuch as profeſſed to be the people 


of God. The prophet therefore anſwered him as ſhort and 


as ſharp. If (ſaid he) I be a man of God, then let fire 
come down from heaven, and conſume thee and thy fifty.” 


Immediately came fire down from heaven, and conſumed him | 


and his fifty men. | 
The king being acquainted with this, ſent. unto him ano- 
ther captain of 12 

men) coming boldly up to Elijah, ſaid, O man of God, 
Thus hath the king ſaid, Come down quickly.“ 
phet, anſwering him as he had done the former, ſaid, I 


© be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and 


* conſume thee and thy fifty. Whereupon the fire of God, 
coming down from heaven, forthwith conſumed. him. and his 
4 | 


caſe, that men under command ſhould ſuffer ſo ſeverely for 


executing the commands of their ſuperiors, yet all ſubordinate 
miniſters may hence learn, how dangerous a thing it is to 


perſecute a fervant of God, though required by the higheſt 

of human powers. pas? He b bog _ 
The hardened. king, notwithſtanding this, ſent again a 

captain of a third fifty with his fifty. But this captain, hav- 


ing bought wiſdom at the coſt of the two former, and being 


grown wary by the miſchief they had ſuffered z when he came 
to Elijah, fell on his kees before him (bowing to that divine 
power, which he ſaw had broken forth in wrath upon the 
others, and which he knew was alike able to deſtroy — and 
his men alſo) and, inſtead of commanding, beſought him, 
ſaying, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life 
of thele fifty thy ſervants, be precious in thy ſight. Be- 


© hold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the 
two captains of the former fifties with their fifties; wheres - 


« fore let my life now be precious in thy fight.” -. 2 


This was regardful and moving language; and upon this, 
the angel of the Lord ſaid to Elijah, Go down with him, 


« be 


y wich his fifty. Who (nothing daunted at 
the divine execution done upon the former captain and his 


he pro- 


Tide was hot work”. 88 
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© be not afraid of him' (the king). Elijah thereupon went 
down with the captain; and being brought before the king, 
faid unto him, Thus ſaith the Lord, foraſmuch as thou hat 
« ſent meſſengers to inquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron 
( (as if there were no God in Iſrael to inquire of) there- 
-—- © fore thou ſhalt not come down from off that bed on which 
© thou art gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die.“ This was quickly 
made good; for Ahaziah did not recover of his hurt, but 
died ſoon after, according to the word of the Lord, which 
Elijah had ſpoken. And Jehoram, his brother (for he had 
no ſon) reigned in his ſtead. | 
The time now drawing near, wherein the Lord had deter- 
"mined to take up his ſervant Elijah into heaven by a whirl- 
wind, Elijah went from Gilgal, taking with him Eliſha, 
whom God had before appointed, 1 Kings xix. 16 to ſucceed 
- Him in his prophetical office. And as they went by the way, 
Elijah faid unto Eliſha, © Tarry here, I pray thee, for the 
Lord hath ſent me to Bethel.“ But Eliſha anſwered him, 
© As the Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, I will not leave 
© thee;* ſo they went down to Bethel together. OO. 
Being come thither, the ſons of the- prophets that were 
there, having a prophetick ſenſe that Elijah's departure was 
at hand, came to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him, Knoweſt thou 
© that the Lord will take away thy maſter from thy head to- 
day? Yes, ſaid Eliſha, I know it, hold you your peace.“ 
At Bethel, Elijah ſaid again to Eliſha, © Tarry here J 
2 pray thee, for the Lord hath ſent me to Jericho.“ But 
Eliſha anſwered him as before, aſſuring him that he would 
not leave him ; ſo they went on together to Jericho, And 
» there alſo the ſons of the-prophets aſked Eliſha, as the others 
bad done at Bethel, If he knew that the Lord would take 
© his maſter from him that day. To whom again in like 
manner he anſwered, Yes, I know it ;* and bid them alſo 
hold their peace. | | | 
Here again Eljah ſaid to Eliſha, © Tarry, I pray thee; 
© here; for the Lord hath ſent me to Jordan.“ But Eliſha, 
as before, reſolvedly anſwering that he would not leave him, 
went on together. | | | 
Though Elijah ſeemed willing to have ſhaken off Eliſha in 
tis journey, telling him, the Lord had ſent him to this, that, 
and the other place; yet the diſtance of the places one from 


l # 2 Kings ii. A. M. 3109. 
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e other, and the total filence of any buſineſs he did, or had 


a — 2 
DS 5 9 


took theſe journies to prove the love, faith, zeal, and con- 


ſtood by the river's fide, Elijah took his mantle (or cloke, | 


Wl upon me.“ Wherein he is thought to have alluded to the 


part or portion of the eſtate or goods; that is, twice as much 


expects to receive a ſpiritual bleſſing. 


* 


to do at Bethel, or at Jericho, make way for à reaſonable 
conjecture, that Elijah, knowing Eliſha was to ſucceed him, 


ſtancy of Eliſha. 
When they were come dene to Jordan, and they two 1 


which he uſually wore) and wrapping it together, ſmote the = 
waters therewith ; which thereupon divided hither and thichere 
ſo that they two went over on dry ground. 
„Having thus miraculouſly croſſed Jordan (the river of 
"damens) Elijah ſaid to Eliſha, « Aſk what I ſhall do for 
„ thee, before I be taken away from thee,” Whereupon | 
Eliſha ſaid, © I pray thee let a double portion of thy ſpirit be 


— ä—E4ũũü' — - 
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law for inheritances among the Jews, Deut. xxi. 17. by 


which he who, in right of primogeniture, ſucceeded to the 
father in the government "of the family, enjoyed a double 


as any other of the family had. And therefore fince God 
had been pleaſed to adopt him to be Elyah's ſucceſſor in the 
prophetick miniſtry, he craved the priviledge of primogeni- 


ture, a double portion of that N which 1 had * 
endued with. 


Elijah told him, he had- aſked an os thing, But _ 
(added he) It ſhall be granted thee, if thou ſeeſt me when 
* I am taken from thee; otherwiſe not.“ Implying, that 
there muſt be a ſpiritual vigilancy or watchfulneſs in him that 
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Thus they walking on, and talking, on a * chere ap- ; 
peared a Chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, which — 
them aſunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwi I 
heaven. n 

Eliſha ſaw it; and that "Elijah; * * 3 he fort it, ho 
cned out, My father, my father, the chariot of Iſrael, and 
the horſemen thereof! After which, ſeeing no more, 


he took hold of his own clothes, and to .cxprels his ſorrow, 
rent them in two. pieces, | : 

Then taking up the mantle of Elijah, as he 235 
cended, fell from him; he went back, and ſtood by the bank Y 
of Jordan. And with the mantle. that fell from Elijah, ſmi- 


God 


$ zing the- _ ſaid, © Where, is the 1 
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God of Elijah?* Upon which the waters parted hither 
yr, {0 that he allo went over on dry ground. | 

This being obſerved by ſome of the ſons of the prophets 
4whd, foll them out of Jericho, ſtood at a diſtance to 
re what would be done) they ſaid one to another, The 

of Elijah doth reſt upon Eliſha.“ And thereupon 
going to g. to meet him, they bowed themſelves to the ground be- 
„ acknowledgi 


them, aus ; -Blijah had before him. 
Theſe being over-ſolicitous about Elijah's body, and ſur- 


miſing chat peradventure the Spirit of the Lord having taken 


him up, might have caſt him upon fome mountain, or in 
ſome valley, defired leave of Eliſha, that they might ſend out 
fifty men of their company to ſeek him : det Eliſha plainly 
forbad them. Yet they importunately prefling him, he at 
length, againſt his mind, yielded to them. Whereupon the 
5 nen went out, and having ſought bim three days to no 
| returned to Jericho, where they found and 
him were blamed for their over. officiouſneſs, Sh 
While Eliſha tarried at Jericho, the men of the city came 


t6 hind, and told him, that though the ſituation of the city 


- was pleaſant, as he himfelf might obſerve ;-yet the water was 
naught, and the ground barren. He thereupon bid them 
bring him a new cruſe (or vial) and put ſome falt therein; 
which when they had done, he went forth unto the ei of 
the waters, and having caſt in the falt there, he ſaid; © 

« faith the Lord, I have; healed theſe waters ; there ſhall = 
© be from thence any more unwholeſomeneſs or barrenneſs.” 


80 the waters were healed from thenceforward, according to 


the faying of Eliſha. [ 

© From thence he went unto Bethel (which had been, and 

for aught appears then was, the chief ſeat of idolatry in Iſrael, 

where Jeroboam had ſet up one of his idol calves, 1 Kings 
Kli. 28, 29). And as he was going up by the way, a com- 

| pany of Tide children coming Long the Ay, mocked him, 

Eoin © Go up thou bald head, go up thou bald head.” 

He turning 

name of the Lord. Whereupon there came forth two 'ſhe- 
5 hears out of an Adjacent wood, CNL tho 
= 'Voltkely it is 5 that ſo ſevere x /julginent would have been 
agel es cheſe little children, F 


1 | * A. M. 3097. N pro 


ng him to have the chief Place among 


back, and looking on them, curſed them in the 
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proceeded only from childiſh folly. It is therefore reaſon ible 
to conelude, that the prophet was ſenſible theſe children had 
been encouraged by their idolatrous parents, or others of that 
place, to deride and mock him as a prophet of the Lord, who 
was zealous againſt their idolatry : and the indignity off red 
to him; in his prophetical capacity, reflecting on the Lord 
who ſent him, was therefore the more exemplarily puniſhed, 
that others might fear, and learn to beware. | 

From Bethel the prophet, returning by mount Carmel to 
Samaria, found: freſh” ſervice there, which was thus occa- 
ſioned: | | 


The Moabites had been tributaries to Iſrael ever ſince 


David conquered them, 2 Sam. viii. 2. and continued fo till 
Ahab's death. After which, in his ſon Ahaziah's reign, they 
rebelled, 2 Kings i. 1. and Ahaziah, having but a ſhort 
reipn, and receiving that hart by his fall which haſtened his 
death, had not reduced them. The tribute which the 
Moabites uſed to pay the kings of Iſrael, was an hundred 


thoufand lambs, an hundred thoufand rams, with the wool. 


This having been with-holden and denied ever fince Ahab's 
death, Jehoram, a younger ſon of Ahab, ſucceeding his 
brother Ahaziah in the kingdom of Iſrael, reſolved to reduce 
Moab to their former ſubjection by arms. And in order 
thereunto; he not only muſtered all Iſrael to the war, but 
ſent to Jehoſhaphat, the king of Judah, to invite him to go 
with him'to battle againſt Moab. | 

Jehoſhaphat, though he had ſmarted twice before for the 
ſame-thing, too. eaſily yielded to join forces, and go with je- 
horam . And having confulted together which way they 
ſhould go up, and concluded to go through the wilderneſs of 
Edom, they took the king of Edom alſo with them; who, 
though called a king, was indeed but a vice-roy, leutenant, 
or deputy-king to Jehoſhaphat, 1 Kings xxii. 47. For Edom 
had been tributary to Judah, ever ſince king David ſubdued 


them, 2 Sam. vii. 14. and yet for a while continued fo. 


Then ſetting forward; theſe three kings fetched a compaſs 
of ſeven days journey +, that they might come with the greater 
advantage upon the backs of their enemies; and thereby they 
ran theinfelves and their armies into very great {traits and 


dangers, For there was no water in that wilderneſs to ſuffice | 


the hoſt, and the cattle that followed them through ſd long a 
— | 8 : | 1 1 K 2 | * 
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march. This put them to a ſtand. And the king of Iſrael, 
conſcious of his own evil ways whereby he had provoked the 
Lord, cried out, Alas! the Lord hath delivered theſe three 
kings into the hand of Moab, 

But Jehoſhaphat (who was a good man, though too eaſily 
drawn into bad company) having his eye to God for. help, 
aſked Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may 
< inquire of the Lord by him ?? Yes, ſaid one of the king of 
Iſrael's ſervants, here is Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat, who 
poured water on the hands of Elijah (that is, waited on him 
as his ſervant). Jehoſhaphat replying, « The word of the 
Lord is with him ;? the three kings went down together to 


him. 

But when Eliſha ſaw the king of Iſrael coming, What 
* (faid he) have I to do with thee? Get thee to the pro- 
phets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother (the 
< prophets: of Baal, and of the groves).* Nay, ſaid the 
king of Iſrael, It is not for me only that we come to in- 
- quire : but the Lord hath called theſe three kings together 
to deliver them into the hand of Moab. As the Lord of 
* hoſts liveth, replied Eliſha, before whom I ſtand, aſſuredly, 
were it not that I regard the preſence of Jehoſhaphat king 
of Judah, I would not look towards thee, nor ſee thee.” 

The reaſon of this great averſion in the prophet from the 
king of Iſrael, was, that though he was not quite ſo bad as his 
father and his mother (for he had put away the image of 
Baal which his father had made); yet he wrought evil in 
che fight of the Lord, and did cleave unto the fins of Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin (the calves, 
and the ſeparate altar) he departed not therefrom. _ 

Yet, for the ſake of good Jehoſhaphat, the prophet called 
for a minſtrel (one that could play well on an inftrument of 
muſick, or ſing divine pſalms, often uſed in thoſe times, both {| 
to cheer the ſpirit of the prophets, and compoſe the minds of 
the hearers to a dne attention). And while the minſtrel 
played, the hand of the Lord (that is, his power, and therein 
the gift of prophecy) came upon the prophet, and he ſaid, 
# Thus faith the Lord, make this valley full of ditches : for 
s thus ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not ſee wind, neither ſhall ye 
# ſee rain; yet that valley ſhall be filled with water, that ye 
may drink, both ye and your cattle, and your beaſts, And 
this is but a light thing in the fight of the Lord; for he 
# will deliver the Moabites alſo (whom ye go to fight againſt) 

| | | # unto 
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into your hand, and ye ſhall ſmite every fenced city, and 
every Choice city, and ſhall felt every good tree, and ſtop 
© all the wells of water, and mar every good piece of land 
© with ſtones ;” that is, ye ſhall ſpare nothing, but quite de- 
ſtroy the country. ' 

This prediction was ſoon fulfilled ; for next morning, at 
the- time when the meat offering was offered, there came 
water by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with- 
Water. ? , 

Mean while the Moabites, having got notice that theſe 
kings were coming up to fight againſt them, had muſtered alF 
their forces ; and having lifted all that were able to bear arms, 
ſtood ready to receive them on the frontier of the kingdom. 
But when early in the morning they ſaw the ſen ſhine uporr 
the waters, in a place where they knew there never uſed to 
be any water, they thougkt it was blood, and the rather, for 
that the water (God fo diſpoſing it) appeared to them as red 
as blood. Concluding therefore that the kings were ſlain, 
and that the adverſe armies had ſmitten one another, they 
cried, © Moab, to the ſpoil ;* and made what haſte they could 
to it. | 

But when they came to the camp of Iſrael, they ſoon (yet 
too late) found their miſtake: for the Iſraelites ſallying out 
upon them, ſmote the Moabites, and put them to flight, and 
pens, them into their own country, flew them there: and 

ating down their cities, made great devaſtation in the coun- 
try, ſpoiling the land, by caſting every man his ſtone upore 
every good piece of ground they came to; ſtopping up alſo 
the wells of water, and felling every goodly tree, till they 
came to Kirharaſeth. This probably was a remarkable city, 
for beauty or for ſtrength, or both, for the name imports a: 
wall of workmanſhip.” 

Into this city, it ſeems, the king of Moab (whofe name 
was Meſha) had fled for ſafety, with ſuch of his ſcattered. 
forces as in this general rout he could rally; and here the 
confederate armies beſieged him. The defence he made ſe- 
cured his place from being razed, as others were. So that, 
though it were in a fort bombed, the ſlingers ſurrounding it: 
and ſhaking it, yet the well-wrought wall Rood. 

But the king of Moab, hopeleſs to maintain the place 
againſt ſo great a force, taking with him ſeven hundred men- 
that drew ſwords, made a deſperate fally, intending to break. 
2 5 | O 2 through. 
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through on that ſide where the king of Edom lay. But find- 
ing too ſtrong. a reſiſtance, he was forced to retreat, and ſhut 
himſelf up in the city again. | 

Then filled with indignation againſt Iſrael, and to let them 

ſee that he was reſolved never to yield the place, but that he, 
and every man of his , would die upon the ſpot firſt, he took 
his eldeſt fon, who was to have reigned after him, and offered 
him for a burnt-offering upon the wall ; that having thereby, 
as he ſuppoſed, pacified his offended gods, he might ſucceed 
the better in the war afterwards. Some think (among whom 
are Tremellius and Junius, in their annotation on Amos 1. 16, 
in them, but chap. ii. 1. in the Engliſh) that it was not his 
own ſon that the king of Moab thus ſacrificed, but the ſon 
and heir of the king of Edom, whom he had taken in the late 
 fally ; but it ſeems more probable that it was his own ſon ; 
and that mentioned in Amos, of his burning the bones of the 
king of Edom into lime, related to ſome other fact and time, 
But which ſoever it was, the ſight of ſo barbarous a cruelty 
had ſuch a compaſſionate effect on the hearts of the confederate 
armies, that forthwith railing the fiege, they returned to their 
own countries. Where leaving them for a while to reſt and 
refreſh themſelves, let us, as the courſe of the hiſtory leads, 
take notice of ſome more very remarkable miracles wrought 
by the prophet Eliſha, whether in the ſame order of time 
wherein they are related or not. 

[Eliſha being returned to Samaria, there came unto him a 
certain woman+, who was a widow to one of the ſons of the 
prophets, and thus beſpake him: Thy ſervant my huſband 
« is dead; and though he died in debt, yet thou knoweſt he 
© was one that feared the Lord (and ſo did not run into debt 
through ul-huſbandry or evil courſes). And not having left 
wherewith to pay, the creditors come to take my two ſons 
to be bondmen. 

Eliſha commiſerating the poor woman's condition, aſked 
her what he ſhould do for her ; and bid her tell him what ſhe 
had in the houſe, Truly nothing; ſaid ſhe, fave a pot of oil, 
Then ſaid he, Go, borrow thee good ſtore of empty veſlels 
« of all thy neighbours ; and when thou haſt brought them 
« home, ſhut the door upon thyſelf and thy ſons, and pour out 
« thy oil into all thoſe veſſels, ſtall ſetting them aſide that are 
„full.“ 3 

* 2 Kings iv. + A. M. 3109. 
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The woman following the prophet's direction, went and 
| borrowed veſſels, and ſhutting herſelf and her ſons in, they _ 
brought her the empty veſſels, and ſhe poured out of her oil 
into them: and as long as the empty veſſels held out, the out. 
increaſing held out alſo ; but when calling for another veſlel,. 
her ſon told her they were all full, the oil ſtaid. Then going 
to the man of God, and telling him what ſhe had done, and 
what increaſe ſhe had of the oil; he bid her go ſell the oil, 
and pay her debt, and then ſhe and her children ſhould hve 
of the reſt. A very good leſſon for debtors to learn; 

The next account we have of. this great prophet is from 
Shunem (a town in the tribe of Ifſachar, Joth. xix. 18.) 
where dwelt a woman of great note; whoſe huſband being 
ancient, had left, it ſeems, the ordering of his family much 
to his wife., She obſerving Eliſha to paſs often that way, in- 
vited him to come in and eat with them, which he did; and 
finding a kind reception from her huſband and her, he after- 
wards, as oft as he paſſed by, turned in thither to refreſh. 
himſelf. | 

After ſome time, the woman having converſed with Eliſha, 
and made her obſervations thereupon, told her huſband, that 
ſhe perceived this gueſt of theirs, who paſted fo often by 
them, was an holy man of God: and therefore ſhe defired her 
huſband, that they might make a little chamber upon the wall; 
and ſet for him there a bed, and a table, and a ſtool, and a 
candleſtick (furniture for uſe, not oſtentation, anſwering his 
conveniency, not their grandeur); that fo, whenfoever he 
ſhould come to them, he might take up his lodging there. 
The huſband conſenting to his wife's propoſal, the chamber 
was forthwith fitted up; and the next time Eliſha came 
thither, he was directed into that chamber, and thencefor- - 
ward took that for his lodging. | | 

Pleaſed with theſe kind and plain accommodations, and 
having a grateful mind to requite his benefactors, Eliſha, one 
time when he was in his lodging, bid his ſervant Gehazi 
ſpeak to the Shunamite his landlady, and let her know he was 
ſenſible of her kindneſs in the care ſhe had taken for him, and 
would gladly anſwer it in what he could; and therefore he 
ſhould aſk her what might be done for her, and whether ſhe 
would be ſpoken for to the king, or to the captain of the hoſt 
in any caſe. Gehazi having delivered his maſter's meſſage 
to her, ſhe anſwered, © I dwell among my own people :? 

thereby intimating, that living lovingly with her he Wot | 
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' ſhe had no occaſion to complain or ſeek redreſs for any 


thing. 


- . Gehazi reporting this her anſwer to his mater, Eliſha Laid 


to him, what then is to be done for her? Why, ſaid Gehazi, 
ſhe hath no child, and her huſband is old. The prophet ap- 
prehending his meaning, bid him call her; and when ſhe was 
come, and ſtood before him, he, without any compliment or 
ceremonious introduction, ſaid unto her, About this ſeaſon, 
according to the courſe of life, thou ſhalt embrace a ſon.“ 

As this was quite beſide her expectation, ſo it 1s likely it 
might exceed her belief; for the anſwer ſhe gave him was, 
* Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not he unto thine 
© handmaid? (that is, do not put me in a vain hope, and there- 
by deceive me). However, the woman after this in due 
time bare a ſon, according as Eliſha had predicted. 

When this child was grown up that he could run about, he 
went out one morning, in the harveſt-time, to his father, who 
was with his reapers. There he had not been long ere he was 
taken with a ſore pain in his head, which made him cry out, 
My head, my head. His father thereupon ordered a ſervant 
to carry him home to his mother; which the ſervant doing, 
he ſat upon his mother's knees till noon, and then died. The 
afflicted mother, ſeeing her only child dead, carried him up 
into the chamber of the man of God ; and having laid him 
on his bed, ſhut the door, and came out, and calling to her 
huſband, deſired him to ſend one of the young men, and one 


of the aſſes, that ſhe might run to the man of God, and come 


again. He not underſtanding, or not duly conſidering the 
urgency of the occaſion, aſked her, why ſhe would go that 
day, it being neither new moon nor ſabbath (which were the 
uſual days of going to inquire of the Lord in any caſe, or to 
perform any public exerciſe of religious worſhip). But ſhe 
refling to be gone, he ſent her the ſervant and the aſs; and 
- mounting, bid the ſervant drive on, and go forward, and 
not {lack his pace, unleſs ſhe ſhould bid him. 
The man of God was at Carmel, and happened to eſpy the 
woman afar off before ſhe was come to him ; and pointing 
to her, ſaid to Gehazi his ſervant, © Behold, yonder is that 
© Shunamite ; run therefore now, I pray thee, to meet her, 
and afk her, if it be well with her, with her huſband, and 
« with the child.“ BED. | 
Away ran Gehazi to her ; but ſhe, not willing to ſpend 
time in entertaining diſcourſe with him, only anſwered, Well; 


As 


and preſſed on to the prophet himſelf, 
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As ſoon as ſhe was got to him, ſhe fell down, and caught 
him by the feet; which his ſervant Gehazi ſeeing, came near 
to thruſt her away: but his maſter ſaid, Let her alone, for 
© her ſoul is vexed within her, and the Lord hath hid the 
* caule of it from me.” 

The woman by this time having a little recovered her 
ſpirits, ſaid unto him, Did 1 defire a ſon of my lord? 
Did I not ſay, do not deceive me ?* 

Before ſhe could bring forth any more, the prophet appre· 
hending the matter, ſaid to Gehazi, * Gird up thy loins 
* (that is, thy coat about thy loins, that it may not hinder 
* thy running) and take my ſtaff in thy hand, and go thy 
* way, If thou meet any man, falute him not, and if any 
man ſalute thee, anſwer him not again (that is, make no 
delay, nor loſe any time, by ſtopping to ſpeak with any 
c ww on the way) and lay my ſtaff upon the face of the 
child.“ 

This probably might have wrought the cure, had not the 

ſolicitous mother importunately preſſed the prophet to go with 
her, telling him poſitively ſhe would not go back without 
him: which reſolution ſne bound with an aſſeveration, com- 
monly uſed in thoſe times, ſaying, © As the Lord liveth, and 
* as thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee.“ Whereupon he 
aroſe and followed her. 
_ Gehazi obſerving his maſter's direction, had made ſo much 
haſte, that he had laid the ſtaff on the face of the child; and 
finding thereupon no token or ſymptom of life, was coming 
back to his maſter ; and meeting him on the way, told him 
in a pretty ſignificant phraſe, the child was not awaked. 

Eliſha thereupon entering the houſe, and finding the child 
lying dead upon his bed, ſhut the door upon them two, and 
prayed unto the Lord. 'Then getting up upon the bed, he 
lay upon the child; and putting his mouth upon the child's 
mouth, his eyes upon its eyes, and his hands upon its hands, 
he ſtretched himſelf upon the child (as his maſter Elijah had 
once done on a like occaſion, 1 Kings xvu. 21.) and the 
fleſh of the child waxed warm. Then walking a turn or two 
about the chamber, he got up again, and having in like 
manner ftretched himſelf again upon the child, the child 
ſneezed ſeven times, and opened its eyes. 

Eliſha then bid his ſervant call the mother; and ſhe upon 
the call quickly coming, he bid her take up her ſon. At 
which word the overjoyed mother falling down at the pie 
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phet's feet, and bowing herſelf to the ground, in reverence 


to that divine power, through which ſo great a miracle was 
wrought, and by which ſhe had received fo great a benefit, 
took up the child and departed. | 
The prophet alſo departed and went to Gilgal, where was 
at that time a dearth; and the ſons (that is, the diſciples or 
ſcholars*) of the prophets (who were many in number) ſit- 
ting before him, he bid his fervant ſet on the great pot, and 
ſeethe pottage for them. One of them thereupon going 
forth into the field, to gather herbs for the pottage, found a 
wild vine (fo it is rendered, but is ſuppoſed to be the ſame 
which herbalifts call celleguintida, which hath a ſtrong purg- 
ing quality): and of this having gathered his lapful, came 
and ſhred it into the pot of pottage, not knowing the nature 
of it. When the pottage was ſod, they poured out for the 
men to eat. But as they were eating, finding ſome ill effect 
thereof upon them, they gave over eating, and cried out, 
© O thou man of God, there is death in the pot.“ Then ſaid 
he, Bring ſome meal ;* which being brought, he caſt into 
the pot, and ſaid, Pour out now for the people, that they 
may eat;? and then they did eat without harm. 
While the prophet tarried here with the ſons of the pro- 
hets, there came a man from Baalſhaliſha, and brought him 
read of the firſt- fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and ſome 
full ears of corn in the huſc. The prophet, knowing food 
was ſhort among them, bid his ſervant ſet it before the peo- 
ple, that they might eat. The ſervant (wanting faith, the 
want of which brings often with it want of obedience) ſaid, 
To what purpoſe ſhould I ſet this before an hundred men!“ 
But, ſaid the prophet again, © Give the people that they may 
© eat: for thus faith the Lord, they ſhall eat, and ſhall leave 
© thereof.” Upon this he ſet it before them; and they did 
eat, and left thereof, according to the word of the Lord. 
Before Elifha left them, theſe ſons of the prophets, ad- 
dreſſing themſelves to him, ſhewed him that the place where 
they dwelt was too freight, ſo that they wanted room, 
Wherefore they deſired him to let them go to Jordan, and 
from the banks thereof fetch every one a beam, or piece of 
-timber, that they might therewith make them a more com- 
modious place to dwell in. He bid them go; but they, not 
being willing to go without him, one of them ſaid to him, 
| | | 
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Vouchſafe, I pray thee, to go with thy ſervants. He con- 
ſenting, went with them: and being come to Jordan, they 
fell to work to cut down timber. But as one of them was 
felling a tree for a beam with a borrowed axe, the axe-head, 
dropping off from the helve, fell into the water. At which 
the workman crying out, Alas, maſter! for it was bor- 
© rowed;? the man of God aſked him, Where it fell.“ And 


when the workman had ſhewed him the place, the man of 


God cutting a ſtick, and caſting it in there, immediately 
the axe did ſwim : ſo that the workman, by the Ie 
direction, put forth his hand, and took it up. 

Eliſha now returning to Samaria, found his preſence was 
needed there, by reaſon of an extraordinary caſe, which 
thus happened: 

Naaman, captain general of the hoſt of the, ki king of 85 
ria, a man much renowned for his WP = reat 
eſteem with the king his maſter, was a lepe io gra 
Syrians, upon ſome excurſion which they bad made upon 
Iſrael, having brought out of the land bf Iſrael, git 
other captives, a little maid, who waited on Naaman's wife; 


ſhe one day, diſcourſing with her miſtreſs about her lord's 


diſeaſe, happened to ſay, Would God, my lord was with 
the prophet that is in Samaria : for he would recover him 
of his leproſy, 

One that over-heard this, went and told the king what 


this Iſraclitiſh maid had ſaid: whereupon the king put Naa» 


man upon going ; offering P give him his letters of re» 
commendation to the king of Irael. Naaman thereupon, 
taking with him a very noble preſent for the prophet, viz. 
ten talents of filver (amounting, at three hundred ſeventy- 
five pounds each, to three thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty 
pounds) and ſux thouſand pieces of gold (ſuppoſed to be 
ſhekels, which, at fifteen ſhillings a piece, came to four thous» 
land five hundred pounds) and beſides all this, ten changes 
of raiment ; he left Damaſcus, and took his journey for Sa- 
maria, then the royal ſeat of the kings of Iſrael, 

Being come thither, he Fart an his letter, the contents 
whereof (ſo far as related to this buſineſs) ran thus: 

Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have 


© therewith ſent Naaman my ſervant to thee, that tho may& 


recover him of his leproſy.? 


* 2 Kings v. A. M. 3107. | 
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When the king of Iſrael had read the letter, not knowing 

the occaſion upon which it was written, but ſuſpecting a 
deſign to lie under it, he rent his clothes, and cried out, 
© Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
© ſend to me, to recover a man of his leproſy ? Wherefore 
* conſider, I pray you, ſaid he to his ſervants, and ſee how 
© he ſeeketh an occaſion of quarrel again{ me,” 

The report of this ſtrange ſort of letter, and of the king's 
trouble on the reading of it, quickly came to the prophet 
Eliſha's ear, who thereupon ſent this meſſage to the king: 
Let the leper come to me, and he ſhall know that there 
© 1s a prophet in Iſrael.” . N 

The king, glad to be thus eaſed, referred Naaman to 
the prophet. Who thereupon coming with his chariot and 
horſes, ſtood at the door of Eliſha's houſe, expecting ſome 
great ceremonious-and formal performances from him. But 
the prophet, quite contrary, not ſo much as going forth to 
ſee or ſpeak with him, ſent him only this meſſage, « Go 
and waſh in Jordan ſeven times, and thy fleſh ſhall come 
© again unto thee, and thou ſhalt be clean.” Ra the!” 
This great diſappointment of his expectation put Naaman 
into ſuch a paſſion, that in great wrath he went away, ſaying 
© T thought he would ſurely have come out to me, and have 
© ſtood, and called on the name of the Lord his God, and 
© have moved his hand to and fro over the place, and ſo 
© have recovered the leper. What does he tell me of Jor- 
dan? Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, 
© better than all the waters of Iſrael? May I not waſh in 
© them, and be clean?” So he turned, and went away in 
a rage. But after ſome time, when his anger was a little 
abated, his ſervants coming to him, intreated him to con- 
ſider, Whether if the prophet had bid him do ſome great 
© thing, he would not have done it: and how much more 
* reaſonable it was, when the prophet only bid him waſh, 
© for him to do ſo ſmall a thing, in order to be cleanſed,” 

By their importunity and reaſoning perſuaded, he at length 
went down, and having dipped himſelf ſeven times in Jor- 
dan, his fleſh came again, like unto the fleſh of a little 


child; and he was clean, according to the ſaying of the man 


of God. 3 

Then returning with all his retinue to the man of God, 
he came, and ſtanding before him, ſaid, Behold, now I 
c know that there 1s no God in all the earth, but the God 


© of 
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« of Iſrael, Nou therefore, I pray, (ſeeing by thy means 
I have received ſo great a benefit from him) take thou a 


IR. blefling (that is, a preſent) of thy ſervant.“ The prophet; . 


not mercenary, anſwered ; © As the Lord liveth, before Whom 
I ſtand (or whoſe ſervant am) I will not receive any.“ And 
though Naaman urged him to take it, yet he utterly refuſed. 

Naaman then,-proteſting that he would thenceforth offer 
neither burnt-offering nor ſacrifice unto other gods, but only 
to the Lord, deſired of the prophet that he might have 
two mules burthen of earth, to carry home with him; ;zealouſly, 
but ignorantly, thinking, either that there was * inherent 
holineſs in the earth of that country, or that the God of 
Iſrael would not be ſacrificed unto upon any other earth n | 
the earth of Iſrael. 

But becauſe he had now declared that he would never 
more worſhip any other God but the Lord ; he deprecates 
an offence that might ariſe from his going into the houſe 
of Rimmon (the idol of the Syrians) with his maſter, when 
he went thither to worſhip. In this thing (ſaid he to 
© the prophet) the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that when my 
< maſter goeth into the houſe of Rimmon, and he le 
on my hand, I bow myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon; when, 
© on that occaſion, I bow myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing.“ All the anſwer 
the prophet gave him was, Go in peace: which was, 


among the Iſraelites, a common form of valediction. And 


with it Naaman departed. 

From theſe words of Naaman, and the prophet's anſwer, 
a diſpute hath ariſen, whether Naaman's bowing in the 
houſe 'of Rimmon, though not with an intent to worſhip the 
idol (but only to accommodate himſelf to his maſter's hor 
ture, who leaned on him, while he bowed himſelf i in wor- 
ſhip to the idol) was a ſin, or no. i 

Thoſe time-ſerving miniſters of ſtate, and others, who 


are willing to fail with every wind of TIEN preferment, 


excuſe it, as allowed (in their opinion) by: the -Propuns's 8 
ſaying, Go in peace. 

But others, ſeeing the danger of ſuch a politick con- 
formity, and willing to forecloſe the way thereto, read the 
words in the preter tence; which varying the verſion from 
egos my maſter goeth into, &c. and I bow,] to [when 

maſter went into, Ec. and I bowed,] make the ſenſe 

f the words to be a craving pardon for a ſinful Practice 
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in times paſt, not a licence to continue it in time to come. 
Ses Godwyn's Moſes and Aaron, I. 4. c. 7. p. 181+ and 
Dan. Dyke's Deceitfulneſs of Man's Heart, p. 181. | 
Naaman was no ſooner gone, but Gehazi, the prophet 
Eliſha's ſervant (whoſe fingers itched to be handling ſome of 
Naaman's money and raiment) ſaid within himſelf, Though 
© my maſter hath ſpared this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
© hand that preſent” which he brought; yet I will ſurely 
© run after him, and take ſomewhat of him Accordingly 
he followed Naaman, while he was yet got but a little way; 
and Naaman turning, and ſeeing him running after him, 
out of reſpect to his maſter alighting from his chariot went 
td meet him, and aſked him, Is all well?“ © Yes, ſaid Ge- 
* hazi, all is well.” But forging a meſſage in his maſter's 
name, he added, My maſter hath ſent me to acquaint thee, 
© that even now (ſince thou lefteſt him) there are come to 
© him from mount Ephraim two young men of the ſons 
© of the prophets; to whom he defires thee to give a ta- 
© lent of filver, and two changes: of garments.“ 

Naaman, glad of this opportunity, to gratify (as he 
thought) the man of God; ſaid ta Gehazi, Let me 
<. perſuade thee to take two talents ;* and preſſing him to 
take” them, he bound up two talents” (being ſeven hundred 


and fifty pounds) in two bags, with two changes of gar- 


ments; and ſent two of his ſervarits with Gehazi, to carry 
them for him, They had not far to go, before they came 
to the tower : where Gehazi, taking the loading from the 
ſervants, diſpoſed it in a private place, and ſent them back 
after their maſter. 23 ; 

- Then' reckoning all was ſafe, in went he, and ſtood before 


his maſter, as he ufed to do. | His maſter, by a divine 


revelation, knowing where he had been, and what he had 
done, aſked him, Whence he came? He, to excuſe him- 
ſelf by another lie, anſwered, © Thy ſervant went no whither.” 
No? replied his maſter,” Went not my heart with thee; 
© when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? 
© Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, 
or any other" gifts? Of which he enumerated divers ſorts, 
© Sinee therefore thou haſt coveted the things of Naaman, 
the leproſy of Naaman ſhall' cleave unto thee, and unto 
thy ſced for ever.“ fo | 
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This divine ſentence, pronounced by the prophet as a 
due puniſhment to Gehazi for his covetouſneſs and lying, 
immediately ſeized upon him: ſo that he went out from the 
preſence of his maſter, a leper, white as ſnow. | 
Some time after this, the king of Syria making war upon 
Hrael, and conſulting and concluding with his ſervants in 
what place to pitch his camp againſt them, Eliſha ſent word 
to the king of Iſrael, to warn him that he ſhould beware 
not to paſs ſuch a place, for thither the Syrians were come 
down, and lay in wait for him. And this the prophet did more 
than once or twice. By which means the king of I'rael, 
ſending to the place, and finding it was ſo; eſcaped the 
danger; and the king of Syria's deſigns upon him were dif- 
appointed and defeated. | | . . 
This ſo troubled the king of Syria, that calling his ſer- 
vants together, he ſaid unto them, Will ye not ſhew me 
© which of us is for the king of Iſrael; and who it is among 
© us that diſcovers our counſels to him.“ Upon that one 
of his ſervants (who perhaps might have been at Samaria 
with Naaman) replied, It is none of us, my lord, O king: 
but Eliſha the prophet, who is in Iſrael, telleth the kin 
of Iſrael the words that thou ſpeakeſt in thy bedchamber. 

Then ſaid the king, Go, and ſpy where he is, that I 
may ſend a party of horſe to ſeize him, and bring him 
hither.“ One of his ſervants ſaid, He 1s at this time at 
Dothan (a little city not far from Samaria.)“ The king 
thereupon ſent horſes and chariots, and a ſtrong party; which 
came by night, and compaſſed the city about. 

Early next morning, when the prophet's ſervant (pro- 
bably a new one, for we read no more of Gehazi's being 
with him, after that he was ſmitten with the leproſy for 
his wickedneſs) was got up, and gone abroad, he ſaw the 
hoſt encompaſſing the city with both horſes and chariots, 
Wherefore. halting to his maſter, he cried out, Alas, my 
* maſter! how ſhall we do?* His maſter bid him not be 
afraid: for they (ſaid he) that be with us, are more than 
* they that be with them. 

And to convince him of it, he prayed to the Lord to 
open his ſervant's eyes, that he might ſee it. The Lord an- 
ſwered the prophet's prayer; and the young man's eyes being 
opened, he ſaw the mountain full of horſes and chariots of 
fire round about Eliſha, . 
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The Syrians, thinking they had Eliſha ſafe, came down 
to ſeize upon him. But Eliſha praying again that the Lord 
would fmite them with blindneſs, they were ſo blinded, that 
they did not know Eliſha, when he came to them. He there. | 
nt - upon telling them, that was not the way, nor that the city 
| they ſhould go to, bid them follow him, and he would bring 
| them to the man whom they ſought. They following him, 
in he led them to Samaria : and having brought them into the 
city, he prayed the Lord to open their eyes, that they might 
ſee where they were; and their fight being reſtored, they 
ſaw themſelves in the midſt of Samaria, in the hands of 
The king of Iſrael would gladly have taken the advan- 
tage to have cut off ſo many of his enemies : but not daring 
to do it without conſulting the prophet, he aſked him, My 
father, ſhall I ſmite them? ſhall I ſmite them? No, by 
* no means, ſaid the prophet : for if they had been taken 
as priſoners of war, yet after quarter given, thou wouldſt 
not have ſlain them; much leſs ſhouldſt thou ſlay theſe, 
„ whom thou haſt not taken in war. Rather, ſaid he, ſet 
food before them; that having ate and drank, they may 
return to their maſter, and report to him the good uſage 
| © they have had.“ The prophet's' counſel took place, and 
the Syrian ſoldiers, being well entertained, were peaceably 


Some think this kind treatment diſpoſed the Syrians to 

A more peaceable temper, and to be quiet neighbours af- 

terwards: becauſe it follows in the text, So bands of 

it „Syria came no more into the land of Iſrael.” Others 

| _ "think it only made the Syrians more wary how they ven- 
| tured to make their incurſions and inroads upon Iſrael with | 

[ ſingte brigades, or in ſmall bands, but that they came af- 

i; terwards in fuller armies ; becauſe the next verſe tells us, 
that Benhadad king of Syria, after this (how long after is | 
ſomewhat uncertain, but certainly it could not be very long 
after, for Benhadad did not live long after) having gathered 
all his hoſt together, went up and befieged Samaria, 
This was a very ftrait ſiege, and brought the beſieged { 
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to great diſtreſs. For as the fiege cauſed a great famine 
| zin Samaria, ſo the long continuance of it increaſed the fa- 4 
[ wine to that height, that an aG's bead was fold for four- b 
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_ © wine-preſs? This fretful anſwer did not fatisfy the wo- 


2 to feed upon the fleſh of their own children, the 


ficer came, he ſaid to the elders, © See ye how this ſon- 
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ſcore pieces of filver (which being taken for common ſnekels, 
and valued at fifteen pence a piece, came to five pounds 
of ſterling money :) and the fourth part of a kab (or quart) 
of dove's dung, was fold for five pieces (or ſhekels) 2 fil- 
ver, or ſix ſhillings and three-pence. 

But every one among the befieged was not able to pay 
after this rate, if the commodity had been to be had. 80 
that the poorer ſort of people were drixen to the utmoſt 
extremity, as the following inſtance will manifeſt. For as 
the king of Iſrael was paſing by upon the wall, there cried 
a woman unto him, ſaying, Help, my lord, O king.“ He 
thinking ſhe would importune him for bread, anfwered her 
fomewhat roughly, If the Lord do not help thee, whence 
© ſhall I help thee? Out of the barn-floor, or out of the 


man; but it ſeems ſhe continued her cry to the king, which 
made him aſk her what ailed her, Whereupon thus 
opened her complaint: 

This woman (pointing to another) faid unto me, Give | 
thy ſon, that we may eat him to-day} and we will eat 
my ſon to-morrow. So we boiled my fon, and did eat him: 
and on the next day I faid to her, Give thy fon, that we 
© may eat him: and ſhe hath hid her fon.” 

Though this was but one of thoſe judgments which Moſes 
had long before told the Iſraelites ſhould fall upon them, 
Deut xxviii. 53. if they rebelled againſt the Lord (as theſe 
had done), and therefore might have been the lefs ſur- 
prifing, yet it being a thing fo abhorrent from nature, for 


pms N. gr. hearing thereof was ſo ſtruck, that he rent his 
$3 whereby of pg that were preſent perceived 
pn he had fackeloth underneath- upon his fleſh. 

But though he had on him the outward figns of ſorrow, 
he had not in him the figns of true repentance, _ For flyin 
out moſt fiercely againſt the prophet Eliſha, as if he hat 
been inſtrumental to bring this diſtreſs upon them, he fwore- 
ke would take off Eliſha's head that day; and forthwith 
fent an officer to do it, himſelf alſo following him. 

_ Eliſha, mean while, fitting in his houfe, with the elders 
about him, had this defign againſt his Hfe revealed to him 
by the Spirit of the Lord. And thereupon, before the of- 


of a murderer (meaning Ahab, the father of this king, 
1 who 
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© who had ſlain Naboth, and other good men) hath ſent to 
take away mine head. Look when the meſſenger comes, 
that ye ſhut the door, and keep him out a while (till I have 
© delivered the meſſage I have from the Lord): for is not 
© the ſound of his maſter's feet behind him ?? | | 
He had ſcarce done ' ſpeaking before the meſſenger came; 
whom the elders entertaining at. the door with diſcourſe (and 


endeavouring to convince him that this grievous famine, and 


the miſery that attended it, was not an accidental thing, but 
an evident judgment, ſent by God upon them for their fins) 
he, or perhaps the king rather (who, following him, might 
by this time be come up to them) in a deſperate mind ſaid, 
* Nay! If this evil be of the Lord, what ſhould 1 wait for 
(or truſt in) the Lord any longer?” 1 

The prophet Eliſha hearing this, could contain no longer“; 
but cried out, Hear ye the word of the Lord: 'This faith 
the Lord, To-morrow, about this time, ſhall a meaſure 
* (which Godwyn explains to be a gallon and half, or fix 
« quarts) of fine flour be fold for a ſhekel (or fifteeu pence) 
and two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel.* | 

A lord that was preſent (on whoſe hand the king leaned) 


hearing this, and counting it an extravagant word, and im- 


poſſible to be performed, conſidering the ſhortneſs of the time 
prefixed for it, ſaid in deriſion, If the Lord would make 
windows in heaven (to pour grain down upon them) could 
© this thing be ?? 
This incredulity of his, aggravated by his contempt of 
what the prophet had delivered in the name of the Lord, 
made the prophet give him this ſhort anſwer ;  * Thou ſhalt 
« ſee it with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof“ 
How ſuch a plentiful ſupply of food ſhould be, brought to 
Samaria in ſo ſhort a time, the enemy having begirt it with 
a cloſe fiege, and thereby cut off all avenues, was indeed be- 
yond the reach of man's comprehenſion : but God hath ſecret 
ways of working, which, till he diſcovers them, are paſt 
finding out. And thus the thing was brought about : 
There were at this time four leprous men, that ſat at the 
entering in of the gate of Samaria. They were forced to be 
without the gate, becauſe of their leproſy, that they might 
not infect others, Levit. xiii. 46. And they were willing to 
be as near the gate as they might, becauſe of the enemy, that 


' | 
* 2 Kings vii. | 
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. © Syrians; if they fave us alive we ſhall live; and if they 


not be ſeen to go to the enemy) and to the camp of the Sy- 
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they might be in ſafety. If the famine was ſo hard within? 

it cannot be ſuppoſed theſe poor lepers could fare well with- 
out. -When therefore they had fat there, till they were al- 
moſt pined to death, they ſaid one to another, Why fit we 
© here until we die ? If we ſhould attempt to enter the city, 
and could get in; the famine being fo ſtrong in the eity, 
c we ſhould die there; and if we fit ſtill here, we ſhall die 
© alſo. Now therefore come, let us fall into the hoſt of the 


© kill us, we ſhall but die.“ | 7 
Thus reſolved, they roſe up in the twilight (for they durſt 


rians they went; expecting, no doubt, to have been ſeized 
by the centinels or out-guards. But when they came to the 
| rat part of the camp of Syria, they found no man 

ere. | 

For in the night the Lord had cauſed the Syrian hoſt to 
hear a noiſe of chariots and of horſes, as if there had been a 
rreat army coming u them. At which terrified, they 
aid one to another, Lo the king of. Iſrael hath hired againſt 
© us the kings of the Hittites, and of the Egyptians ; and 
© they are come upon us.“ Having with this apprehenhon 
frighted one another, they - aroſe and fled in the twilight, 
leaving their tents, - with their horſes and their aſſes tied as 
they were, even the whole camp juſt as it was, and ran for 
their lives.“ 5 2 

When theſe lepers had paſſed through the camp, and found 
the coaſt clear, the firſt thing they did was to ſatisfy their 
hunger. Wherefore entering into one tent, they ate and 
drank till they had filled themſelves: and then carrying out 
ſilver, and gold, and raiment, went and hid it. Then com- 
ing again, they entered another tent; and carrying thence 
alſo, they went and hid that too. | | 

At length, remembering themſelves, they ſaid one to ano-- 
ther, We do not well: for this is a day of good tidings, 
and we hold our peace. If we tarry till the morning, ſome 
* miſchief will come upon us: now therefore come,. let us go- 
© tell the king's houſhold.” | 

Returning then to the gate of Samaria, they called to the* 
porter, and told him the good news: he told it to the reſt 
of the porters, and they carried it to the king's houſhold: 
within, | 1 
8 P 3 
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The king thereupon aroſe; but ſuſpecting it to be but a 
ſtratagem of war, ſaid to his ſervants, I will now ſhew you 
© what the Syrians have done to us. They know we are 
hungry; therefore to entice us out of the city, they are 
© gone out of their camp, and have hid themſelves in the 
fields, with deſign, when we come out, to catch us alive, 
and ſo get into the city.” CET Ou: 
- T prevent that (ſaid one of the ſervants) Let ſome take, 
«. I pray thee, five of the horſes that remain (which will be 
© no great hazard: for the horſes, like the people, are al- 
© moſt pined to death) ; and let us ſend and ſee whether it 

be ſo or no.? | | 5 A 

This counſel being approved, they mounted two men upon 
two of their chariot-horſes; and the king ſent them after the 
hoſt of the Syrians, to diſcover what courſe they had taken. 

Thele ſcouts having traced them as far as Jordan, and 

found the way full of garments and veſſels (which the Syri- 
ans, to lighten themſelves, had caſt away in their haſty 
fight) returned, and told the king ſo. Whereupon the peo- 
ple, glad of this unexpected deliverance, went out to ranſack 
the tents of the Syrians, Where, beſides great riches, ſuch 
ſtore of proviſions for food was found, that it being brought 
into Samaria, a meaſure of fine flour was fold for a ſhekel, 
and two meaſures of barley for a_ ſnhekel, according to the 
word of the Lord by Eliſha. | 8 Ws 

That theſe ſtores might not be embezzled and waſted, nor 

the people be diſorderly in taking them, the king appointed 
that lord, on whoſe hand he leaned (and who had before 
flighted the prophet's prediction) to have the charge of the 
gate through which the ſpoil of the Syrian camp was to be 
brought in. But the hunger-bitten people, impatient of de- 
lay, and prefling hard to come at that they ſa much wanted, 
trod upon that lord in the gate, and killed him; fo tl. at, 
i} though he ſaw the plenty, yet he taſted not of it, as the man 
14 of God had before told him. And this juſt puniſhment came 
upon him, not only for his incredulity, but for his contempt 
of the word of the Lord by his ſervant the prophet. _ 

Though Samaria, by reaſon of the ſiege, was moſt preſſed 
with this famine, yet all the land of Iſrael felt it for ſeven 
years together. Of which the prophet Eliſha gave timely 
notice unto that Shunamitiſh woman, who had ſo kindly. en- 
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woman. For the king, who before was t 
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_ rertained him, and whoſe ſon he had before reſtored to liſe 


adviſing her to go, with her houſhold, and ſojourn where ſhe 
could, until the famine ſhould be v“ aer?s. 
She, thus forewarned by the man of God, went with her 
houſhold into the land of the Philiſtines, and ſojourned there 
during the time of the famine in Iſrael, which laſted ſeven 
years. But when the ſeven years were ended, and the fa- 
mine was over, returning to her own country again, ſhe 
found her houſe and las poſſeſſed by others, who, in her 
abſence, had entered thereinto. So that ſhe was obliged to 
addreſs herſelf to the king, and pray to be reſtored to her 
eſtate. bt tee) 
Coming for that end to the court, ſhe found the king 
talking with Gehazi (the old ſervant of the prophet Eliſha) 
who, at the king's command, was recounting unto him the 
great things his maſter the prophet had done: and in the 
courſe of his narration, was juſt then relating how his maſter 
had reſtored a dead body to life (meaning the ſon of this 
woman), when the woman with her ſon came in, to preſent 
her petition to the king. Whereupon Gehazi told the king 
that this was the woman he had been ſpea'ting of, and this 
was her ſon whom Eliſha had reſtored to life. 7 N 
This fell out very opportunely and happily for the poor 
| | en with the re- 
lation, was now ſo affected with the providence that had 
brought the woman and her ſon to his preſence, whereby he 
had the opportunity of ſeeing and converſing with a perſon 
that had been dead, and was raiſed again to life, that after 
he had inquired of the woman about it, and had received 
from her a confirmation of the truth thereof, he gave charge 
to one of his officers not only to put the woman into poſſeſſion 
of her whole eſtate again, but to reſtore her all the mean 
profits thereof, from the time ſhe, had left the land until that 


day. 


About this time Benhadad, king of Syria, was ſick * ; and 
hearing that the prophet Eliſha was come to Damaſcus (which 
was then the royal city of Syria) he bid Hazael, one of his 
ſervants, take a preſent with him, and go meet the man of 
God, and by .him inquire of the Lord whether he ſhould re- 
cover of that diſeaſe, 1725 : | 

 Hazael thereupon, taking a royal preſent, forty camels 
burthen of the choice things of Damaſcus (a preſent fitter for 


* A. M. 31 18. 
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to make, than for a prophet of God to receive) went 


a prince 
to meet Eliſha. And ſetting himſelf before him, ſaid, © Thy 


© fon Benhadad, king of Syria, hath ſent me to thee, ſaying, 
© Shall 1 recover this diſeaſe ? Go tell tim; anſwered 


© Eliſha, he may certainly recover. Howbeit, added he, the 


© Lord hath ſhewed me that he ſhall furely die.” 

In which anſwer, though at the firſt fight there may dem 
to be ſomewhat like a contradiction, yet rightly taken, there 
is none. For the former part of the anſwer [thou mayſt cer. 
tainly recover] related to the nature of his diſeaſe, which of 
itfelf was not mortal, but curable; the latter part [he ſhall 


ſurely die] related to the foreknowledge the Vas had re- 


ceived from God, of the treachery Hazael would uſe againſt 
ham ; whereby he would ſurely take away his life, to make 
way for his own acceſſion to the crown. 

The ſenſe whereof, and of the miſchief he would afterwards 
do to Hrael, cauſed the prophet, with a ſettled countenance, 
to look ftedfaftly on Hazael, till Hazael was aſhamed, and 
the man of God wept. 

Of which Hazael taking notice, aſked, « Why pech 
my lord?“ gBecauſe, anſwered the prophet, I know the 
© evil thou wilt do unto the children of Ifrael. For their 
© ftrong-holds wilt thou ſet on fire, their young men wilt thou 
© ſhy with the ſword, and wilt daſh their children in pieces, 


and rip up their women with child.” 


But what! replied Hazael, is thy ſervant a dog, that he 

© ſhould do this great thing? Wherein he ſeems to expreſs an 
abhorrence of ſo great an inhumanity. And perhaps deſigned 
withal to invalidate the prophet's words, by intimating how 
unlikely it was, that he, a private man of no great condition 
(and therefore repreſents himſelf bat as a dog). ſhould be able 
to atchieve ſuch great matters; for the 3 anſwered, 
A de king over 
Syria.“ 

This was enough for Hazael. Away he went from _— 
and returning to the king his maſter, reported AN 
anſwer _— For whereas the prophet bid him fay to kis 
maſter, * Thou mayeſt certainly recover “;' he, when his 
maſter aſked him ſn the prophet ſaid to him, replied, « He 
© told me that thou ſhouldſ ſurely recover.“ But to make 
fure that he <3 not recover, on the morrow took a 
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thick cloth} and having dipt/it.in water, ſpread it upon” the 


Aick king's face; ſo that, being therewith ſtifled, he died; 


and Hazael thereupon uſurping the throne, reigned in his 
ſtead. | . ry. ret | | j 
Having ſpent ſome time in Iſrael and Syria, let us now 


look back into Judah, and ſee how things went there. 


Jehoſhaphat, the good king of Judah, was now dead, 


leaving his ſon Jehoram (whom four years before he had 


taken into a participation of the government) in ſole poſſeſ- 


ſion of the throne of Judah. But far unlike to his father was 


he; for he walked in the way of the kings of Iſrael “, like as 
did the houſe of Ahab, and wrought that which was evil in 
the eyes of the Lord. For which this reaſon is given, That 
he had the daughter of Ahab to wife. So dangerous a thing 
it is to take a wife out of a wicked family. x. 

So far did this Jehoram forſake the Lord God of his fa- 
thers, that he made high; places in the mountains of . Judah, 


and cauſed the inhabitants of Jeruſalem to commit fornication, 


and compelled Judah thereunto. And ſo unnaturally cruel 


was he, that to ſtrengthen himſelf in his government, he 


ſlew all his brethren, the other ſons of his father Jehoſhaphat, 
fix in number, with divers alſo of the prince. 

But he went not either unreproved or unpuniſned. For 
there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet (as the 
text hath it) who had been tranſlated ſome years before (if, 
from the likeneſs of the names, Elijah hath not crept into the 


text, inſtead of Eliſha, who was then living. But Tremellius 
and Junius ſay, Elijah writ it by prophetical foreſight, be- 


fore he was tranſlated, and left it for him). However it was, 
the contents of the writing were thun 2s 
* Thus faith the Lord God of David thy father: becauſe 
thou haſt not walked in the ways of  Jehoſhaphat thy father, 
© nor in the ways of Aſa king of Judah; but haſt walked in 
© the way of the kings of Iſrael, and haſt made Judah, and 
« the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, to go a whoring, like to the 

* whoredoms of the houſe of Ahab, and alſa haſt ſlain th 
© brethren of thy father's houſe, who were better than thyſelf: 
© behold, with a great plague will the Lord ſmite thy people, 
* and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy goods ; and 
thou ſhalt alſo have great ſickneſs, by diſeaſe of thy bowels, 
c — thy bowels fall out, by reaſon of the continual ſick- 
neſs. 
2 Kings viii. 2 Chron. xxi. 


Very 
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Very great and particular are the puniſhments here 
denounced dd cited king, for his great and very 
particular fins. All which came on him ſucceſſively, in a 
little time, to the full completing of the ſentence given. 
For firſt, in his days the Edomites (whom king David had 
ſubdued, 2 Sam. viii. 14. and who from that time to this 
had no king of their own, but were governed by a vice-roy, 
or deputy, fet over them, 1 Kings xxii. 47.) revolted from 
under the dominion of Judah, made themſelves a king. 
And though Jehoram went forth againſt them with his princes, 
and all his chariots with him; and ſetting upon the Edomites 
by night, did ſome ſmall execution upon them, yet did Edom 


maintain the revolt, and was never reduced r ſubjeQtion 


to Judah any more. Whereby the prophecy of the patriarch 
Ifaac (the father of both Edom and Iſrael) foretelling both 
Edom's ſubjection to Ifrael, and his breaking afterwards 
— yoke from off his neck, Gen. xxvii. 40. ſeems to have 
in great part complete. 

At the ſame time that Edom thus revolted, revolted alfo 
Libnah, a eity and territory of good account; which in 
-Joſhua's time had a king of its own, Joſh. x. 29, 30. and 
was afterwards given to the children of Aaron, for a city of 
refuge for the man-ſlayer, Joſh. xxi. 13. | 


Aud to alis him the more, the Lord. firred up againſt 


Jehoram the ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and of the Arabians that 
ed upon the Ethiopians. Theſe coming againſt Judah, 
brake into Jeruſalem, and carried away all the ſubſtance that 
was found in the king's houſe, together with his wives and 
his ſons : ſo that he. had never a ſon left him fave Jehoahaz, 
the youngeſt of his ſons, who is alſo called Ahaziah, 2 Chron. 
us was the puniſhment denoun 7 [- 
filled upon him, in his people, in his wives, in his children, 
and in his goods. That part only remained which related 
to his perſon. \ For the accompliſhment whereof after all the 
reſt, the Lord ſmote him in his bowels with an incurable 
diſeaſe; - under which when he had laboured two whole years, 
his bowels, by reaſon of his violent fickneſs, fell out; Leav- 
© ing him who had no bowels of compaſſion towards his own 
f brethren (whom he flew) without bowels to ſuſtain life in 
s himſelf,” 3 r n | 


— 


* 2 Kings vii. 2 Chron, Ali. 
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Thus died Jehoram king of. Judah (a bad ' fon of a g 
father) 0 being deſired; which his people 14 F 
making no burning for him, like the burning for his fathers 
(which was done with perfumes and ſweet odours. of ſpices) + 
yet they buried him in the city of David, though not in the 
ſepulchres of the kings. His reign is determinately eight 
years: but of thoſe he is ſuppoſed to have reigned four as 
_—_ with his father; and the other four as /o/e rex, by him - 
FK | 15. Ja 1 8 

To him ſucceeded his n ſon Ahaziah (called alſo 
Azariah, 2 Chron. xxu. . and jehoahaz, chap. xxi, 17) 
all his other ſons being ſlain before, in their father's life-time, 
by the Arabian army that invaded Judah, ibid. But ſome 
drverſity there is in the account of his when he came to 
the crown, as it is delivered in the books of Kings and Chro- 
nicles. For in 2 Kings viii. 26. we read, Ahaziah was two- 
and - twenty years old when he began to reign. But in 
2 Chron. xxii. 2. we read Ahaziah was forty-and-two years 
To accommodate this difference, ſome have imagined that 
he was made king while his father reigned, and after his 
father's death was confirmed king, when he was forty- and · 
two years old. And this way the marginal note in the 
Ne- Bible, on 2 Kings viii. 26. ſays it is to be under- 
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But how long or ſhort ſoever his reign. was, or at what age 


ſoever he came to it, this king Ahaziah walked in the ways 


of the houſe of Ahab; for his mother, whoſe name was 
Athaliah, was his counſellor to do wickedly. She is ſaid to 
be the daughter of Omri, 2 Chron. xxii. 2 which hath made 
ſome call her Ahab's ſiſter : but ſhe was indeed the daughter 
of Ahab, 2/Chron. xxi. 6. and ſo the grand-daughter of mri. 

Having ſo ill a counſellor, it is not to be wondered that he 
took evil courſes, and did evil in the ſight of the Lord, like 
the houſe of Ahab. For as his father, while he lived, was 
not likely to direct him better, either by advice or example; 
ſo after his death, his mother, and others of that family, by 
their pernicious counſels, led him to deſtruction. For by 
their advice it was that he went with Jehoram, (ſon of Ahab, 
king of Iſrael) to war againſt . Hazael. king of Syria at Ra- 
moth- Gilead. Where Jehoram (or Joram, for ſo alſo, by 
contraction, he is called) being beaten and wounded, he re- 
turned to Jezreel, to be healed of his wounds: and thither 


alſo 


168. SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 
alſo went Ahaziah to viſithim, and bear him company while 
be lay fick of his wounds. | 
Mean while the prophet Eliſha (that he might perform 
what his maſter the prophet Elijah was commanded to do, 
r Kings xix. 16.) calling to him one of the ſons of the pro- 
phets, ſaid unto him, Gird up thy loins (that is, as inter- 
< preters generally underſtand it, from the cuſtom in thoſe 
<- eaſtern countries of wearing garments long and looſe, Gird 
up thy long coat, or gown, about thy loins, that it may 
not, by hanging at thy heels, hinder thy ſpeedy running) 
and take this box of oil in thy hand to Ramoth-Gilead, 
And when thou art come thither, look out there Jehu the 
© fon of Jehoſhaphat, the ſon of Nimſhi; and go in, and 
make him ariſe up from among his brethren (or com- 
© panions) and lead him to an inner chamber. Then take 
© the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and ſay, Thus 
_ © ſaith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Iſrael. Then 
open the door, and flee, and tarry not. 
Wich this inſtruction the young prophet haſtened to Ra- 
moth-Gilead. Where finding the captains of the hoſt ſitting 
together, he ſtepped in amongſt them, and ſaid, *< I have an 
« errand to thee, O captain. But not diftinguiſhing him by 
name, Jehu aſked, Unto: which of us all ?? To whom the 
prophet replied, To thee, O captain.“  Jehu thereupon 
arifing, went with him into' a private room in the houſe, 
where the prophet having poured the oil on his head, thus 
delivered his meſſage to him. a 85 
Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, I have anointed thee 
© king over the people of the Lord, even over Iſrael. And 
thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab thy maſter ; that I may 
© avenge the blood of my ſervants the prophets, and the 
c blood of all the ſervants of the Lord, at the hand of Jeze- 
© bel. For the whole houſe of Ahab ſhall periſh ; and I will 
© cut off from Ahab him that piſſeth againſt the wall, and 
© him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael. And F will make the 
© houſe of Ahab like the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
© bat, and like the houſe of Baaſha, the ſon of Abijah. 
- © And the dogs ſhall eat Jezebel, in the portion of Jezreel; 
and there ſhall be none to bury her. And having thus ſaid, 


the prophet opened the door, er fled.“ 
7703 fifa, 1 F 10 f 
| 2 Kings ix. A. M. 3120. 
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In this paſſage we may obſerve, that althoughEliſha, ſend- 
ing a young man on this ſo important an errand, took care to 
ive him particular inſtruction and direction how to behave 
Fimſelf in every part of the action, relating not only to the 
anointing of Jehu, but to his on fafety in eſcaping after- 
wards, yet the particulars of the meſſage, with reſpect to the 
end for which Jehu was anointed, and the work to which he 
was appointed, namely, the utter deſtruction of Ahab's houſe 
(eontained in ver. 7, 8, 9, 10. of 2 Kings ix.) it doth not 
the text appear that Eliſha did dictate to him. But ra- 


ther it may be ſuppoſed, that the meſſenger (being a prophet, 


though but young) received the particulars of his meſſage 
immediately from the Lord. PTR 96 
When the prophet was gone, and Jehu come forth to his 
companions again, they aſked him, firſt, more generally, if 
all was well *: Then more particularly, © Wherefore that 
© fanatick, or mad fellow (ſo were the good prophets, even 
then, by ſome contemptuouſly called) came to him? 
He would have put them off with a general anſwer, telling 
them, © They knew the man and his communication” (as much 
as to ſay, Ye ſee he is one of the prophets, and therefore ye 
may well gueſs at his buſineſs). But they, not ſatisfied 
© with ſuch a general anſwer, preſſed him to tell them his 
* meſſage more particularly.“ Whereupon he told them, 
Thus and thus he ſpake to me, ſaying, Thus faith the Lord, 
I have anointed thee king over Iſrael.” 5 Fe 
As ſoon as they heard that, not ſtaying to hear more, they 
took their garments, and putting them under him on the top 
of the ſtairs, they, with ſound of trumpet, proclaimed him 
king. He thereupon wiſely taking the captains into counſel, 


ſaid to them, Tf it be your mind, let none of you go forth, 


nor eſcape out of the city” (Ramoth-Gilead, where all this 
was tranſacted) to carry tidings of it to Jezreel, where the 
king lay ſick of his wounds. | © © 

Care being taken of that, Jeha forthwith ſet forward for 
Jezreel, that he might ſurprize and ſeize the king there, But 
ere he could get thither, the centinel, or watchman, that 
ſtood on the tower of 'Jezreel, eſpying the company of Jehu 
on the way, gave warning thereof. Whereupon king Joram 
ordered a ſcout or-horſeman to be ſent forth to meet them, to- 
inquire if they came peaceably, - | 


| 2 Kings ix, 2 Chron. xl... 
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Ass foon as the meſſenger met Jehu, he aſked him in 


.the king's name, if he came in a-friendly and peaceable 


manner? To whom Jehu anſwering ſhort, ſaid, What haſt 
thou to do with peace? Turn thee behind me“. 
The watchman on the tower preſently gave notice that 
the meſſenger was gone to them ; but did not come- back 
again. Whereupon the king ſent forth a ſecond horſeman; 
who being come, and in the king's name aſking the ſame 
queſtion, * Is it peace?” received from Jehu, the ſame anſwer, 
What haſt thou to do with peace? Turn thee behind me.“ 
When the watchman had given account of this alſo, and 
had told them that the marching was like the marching of 
Jehu, the ſon (that is, the grandſon) of Nimſhi, for that 
he marched furiouſly, king Joram called for his chariot, and 


in his own chariot) they went out againſt Jehu, whom 
met (Providence ſo ordering it) in the very ſpot of 
ground which Ahab had taken from Naboth the Jezreelite. 


=Y with him his gueſt, Ahaziah king of Judah, (but 


And as ſoon as Joram came near to Jehu, he alſo aſked 


the ſame queſtion, * Is it peace, Jehu?” And received from 
him this rough anſwer, What peace! ſo long as the whore- 
« doms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are ſo many ?? 

By that anſwer Joram knew what he was to expect. 
Wherefore thinking it better to truſt to his heels than to his 
hand, he cried out, There is treachery, O Ahaziah: and 
turning away, fled. But Jehn drawing a bow with his full 


ſtrength, ſmote king Joram between his arms, ſo that the 


arrow went out at his heart, and he ſank down in his cha- 
riot. Which Jehu obſerving, bid Bidkar his captain take 
him up, and 'caft him into the portion of the field of Na- 
both. For remember, ſaid he, how that when thou and I 
rode together after Ahab his father, the Lord laid this bur. 
den upon him, ſaying, * Surely, I have ſeen yeſterday the 
„blood of Naboth, and the blood of his ſons, and I will 


* requite thee in this plat, ſaith the Lord.“ Now therefore 


take and caſt him into the plat of ground, according to the 


word of the Lord, 


When Ahaziah, the king of Judah, ſaw this, he fled by 
the way of the garden-houſe ; and Jehu following after him, 
bid Smite him alſo in his chariot :? which they did; where- 
upon he, finding himſelf mortally wounded, fled to Megiddo, 
and there died. From thence his ſervants carried him in 
2 Chariot to Jeruſalem, and there buried him in his ſepulchre, 

among 
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among his fathers, in the city of David. But his deftruc- | 
tion Is expreſly ſaid* to be of God, 2 Chron. xxii, 7. by | 
his going to Joram; and indeed his going to Joram haſtene © JÞ 
it, and brought it more immediately on him: not but that it It 
was due to him, not only as he was a branch of Ahab's family | 
(being the fon of Ahab's daughter) to all which utter de- 
ſtructions was denounced ; but as he walked, the little time 
he reigned, in the way of his grandfather' Ahab, 3 
But Jehu, purſuing his courſe, went on to Jezreef. Whither 
when the queen dowager Jezebel ( Ahab's widow) heard he 
was come, ſhe refolving to hold up her grandeur to the 
laſt, painted her face, and tricked up her head; and as he 
entered in at the gate, ſhe looking out at the window, up- 
braidingly aſked hun, Had Zimri peace who: flew his 
« maſter?” | | 8 
Jehu thereupon, looking up to the window, aſked, © Who 
is on my fide? Who?“ and there looking out to him 
two or three eunuchs, “ he. bid them throw her down, and 
they did ſo: and in the fall ſome of her blood was fprinkle& - 
on the wall, and on the horſes; and jehu trod her under 
This execution done, Jehu went in, and did eat and 
drink. But bethinking himſelf of Jezebel, he ſaid to ſome 
about him, Go ſee now after this curſed woman, and bury 
her, for ſhe is a king's daughter; and fo indeed ſhe was 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, 1 Kings xvi. 
31. But when they came to bury her, they found no more 
of her but the ſkull and the feet, and the palms of her 
hands; for the dogs had eaten the reſt. Which when they 
had reported to Jehu, he made this obſervation on it 
This (faid he) is the (effect of) the word of the Lord, 
© which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah the Tiſhbite, when 
© he ſaid, In the portion of Jezreel ſhall dogs eat the fleſh- 
of Jezebel: and the carcaſe of Jezebel ſhalt be as dung. 
© upon the face of the field, in the portion of Jezreel; ſo- I 
that they ſhall not ſay, This is Jezebel. There ſhall not 
be ſo much of her left, as whereby ſhe may be known.“ Nt 
Thus died this wretched queen, notorious for her wicked. 1 
neſs; notorious alſo for the eminent judgment which brought- 
her- to this wretched end. Whoſe memory has been hateful. 
in all ages ſince; and whoſe name, near a- thouſand years 
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after her death, was uſed enigmatically to repreſent the 
greateſt ſeducer and 1dolatreſs in the early time of the Chri- 


than church, Rev. ii. 20. 


King Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria (under which 
term, nephews, or grandſons, are ſometimes comprehended 
in ſcripture-phraſe). Here were heirs enough to the crown 
of Iſrael; and likely enough, one would think, it might have 
been, that, out of ſo many ſome one or other might have 
tried his title with Jehu. Jehu, willing to ſound the minds 
of the princes and rulers of Samaria, who had the care and 
overſight of Ahab's children, ſent them a braving letter, in 
theſe terms : | 

As ſoon as this letter cometh. to you, ſeeing your maſter's 
« ſons are with you, and there are with you chariots and 
© horſes, a fenced city alſo, and armour ; look out even the 


beſt and fitteſt of your maſter's. ſons, and ſet him on his 


«© father's throne, and fight for your maſter's houſe.” 
When they had read this letter, they were exceedingly 
afraid; and faid one to another, * Behold, two kings ſtood 
© not before him; how then ſhall we ſtand ?? He therefore 
that was over the king's houſe, and- he that was over the 
city, together with the elders, and thoſe that had. the edu- 
cation of Ahab's children, ſent to Jehu faying, © We are 


- © thy ſervants, and we will do all that thou ſhalt bid us: 


« we will not make any king; do thou that which is good 
in thine eyes.” 
Upon this ſubmifive meſſage, Jehu ſent them another 


letter, in which he wrote, If ye be mine, and will hearken 


© unto my voice, then, take ye the heads of the men, your 
« maſter's ſons, and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow 
© this time.” BY Bis | 

When they had received this ſecond letter, they, without 
hefitation, took the king's ſons, being ſeventy perſons, and 
ſlew them; and putting their heads in baſkets, ſent them to 
Jehu at Jezreel. 

When the meſſengers told Jehu that they had brought 
the heads of the king's ſons, he gave order they ſhould 
be laid in two heaps at the entering in of the gate until 


the morning, And in the morning, going forth to them, 


he ſaid to all the people, © Ye be righteous : Behold, I con- 
fpired againſt my maſter, and; flew him : but who flew all 


* 2 Kings x. 
theſe ? 


= | © im bm + 


| lighted on Jehonadab, the fon of Rechab, coming to meet 


till he had deſtroyed him in his whole race. 


together, he told them; Ahab had ſerved ' Baal a little, | 
© but Jehu would ſerve him much: Now therefore, ſaid he, 
call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his ſervants, and 


he ſent through all Iſrael (to give notice thereof;) and all 
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theſe? Know now, that there ſhall not fall unto the earth: 
any thing of the word of the Lord, which the Lord ſpake 
concerning the houſe of Ahab; for the Lord hath done that 
which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah.” 8 
HFlaving now lain all that remained of the houſe of Ahab 
in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kinsfolks, and 
his priefts, until he had left him none remaining there, Jehu- 
departed thence, and took his way towards Samaria, to ſee 
what of Ahab's ſtock was yet left there. And as he was 
at the ſhearing-houſe in the way, he met with the brethren 
(or rather brother's ſons, 2 Chron. xxu. 8.) of Ahaziah late 
king of Judah, who ſeemed not to have known any thing 
of this ſudden revolution ; for when he aſked them, who 
they were; they anſwered, © We are the brethren (or near 
© kinſmen) of Ahaziah; and we go down to ' ſalute the 
© children of the king and of the queen Whereupon he 
bid his guards take them alive; which they did, and then 
ſtew them at the. pit of the ſhearmg-houſe, even two-and- 
forty men, not ſparing one of them. „ 
He was gone but a Intle further on his way, ere he 


R XR _a 


him. And having ſaluted him, he aſked, Is thy heart 
<- right, as my heart is with thy heart?“ To which Jeho- 
nadab anſwering, It is:“ If it be fo, ſaid Jehu, Give me 
© thy hand.“ jehonadab thereupon giving him his hand, 
Jehu took him up to him into the chariot, ſaying, Come 
© with me, and ſee my zeal for the Lord.“ And being 
come to Samaria, he ſfew all that remained to Ahab there, 


But jehu had a principal part of his work yet to do, 
which was to deſtroy the prieſts of Baal; for the accom- 
pliſhment of which, he thought it neceſſary to join policy 
with his ſtrength, Wherefore having gathered all the people 


© all his prieſts, let none be wanting; for I have a great 
© ſacrifice to offer to Baal; whoſoever ſhall be wanting, he 
© ſhall not live.“ But Jehu did this in ſubtlety, to the in- 
tent that he might deſtroy all the-worſhippers of Baal. 

Then cauſing a ſolemn aſſembly for Baal to be proclaimed, . 


the worſhippers 'of Baal came in ſuch numbers, that they 
filled the houſe of Baal from one end to the other. 


4 The 
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Then ordered Jehu that veſtments ſhould be brought forth 
for all the worſhippers of Baal*. Which being done, he and 
Jehonadab went in among them, and bid the worſhippers, of 
Baal ſearch, and ſee that none of the ſervants of the Lord 
were there with them, but the worſhippers of Baal only. 
And when they went in to offer ſacrifices and burnt-offerings, 
1 appointed fourſcore men to watch without; unto. whom 
e Gd, © If any of the men whom I have brought into your 
© hands eſcape, he that letteth him go ſhall die for him,” 

This done, and the burnt offering ended, Jehu ſaid to the 
guard and to the captains, * Go in and ſlay them: let none 
© come forth.“ They thereupon, going in among them, ſmote 
them all with the edge of the ſword : and having caſt them 
out, they went to the city of the houſe of Baal, and brought 
forth the images out of the houſe of Baal, and burnt them. 
And having broken down the image of Baal, they brake 
down alſo the houſe of Baal, and made it a draught-houſe 
Hom, thenceforward, Thus Jehu deſtroyed Baal out of 
Iſrael. 

Yet for all this, from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, (viz. from following after the 
golden calves that were in Bethel and in Dan) Jehu departed 
not. For that being not ſo much a religious as a politick 
piece of idolatry, contrived at the firſt diviſion of the king- 
dom to keep the Iſraelites from going up to Jeruſalem to 
worſhip, left they ſhould in time take the crown along with 
them, and reunite themſelves to Judah, the ſame intereſt and 
reaſon of ftate, that ſet up thoſe calves, prevailed till to 
keep them up. £4 | | 

So acceptable, however, to God was Jehu's zeal, and 
hearty diligence, in executing his judgments upon Ahab's 
houſe, that he thereupon entailed the crown of Iſrael upon 
his family unto the fourth generation. Telling him, Becauſe 
© thou haſt done well in executing that which is right in mine 
© eyes, and haſt done unto the houſe of Ahab according to 
all that was in my heart, thy children of the fourth genera- 
© tion ſhall fit on the throne of Iſrael.” | 
Vet becauſe Jehu, for all this great favour promiſed him, 
did not take heed to walk in the way of the Lord God of 
Ifrael with all his heart, nor departed from the fins of Jerq- 
boam, the Lord began, even in his time, to cut Iſrael ſhort 
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ſuffering Hazael, king of Syria, to. ſmite them in all their 


coaſts. fad So end og meds ko got 
For the reſt of the acts of Jehu, all that he did, and all 
his might, we are referred to the book of the Chronicles of 


the kings of Iſrael. Which cannot be either of thoſe books 


which are now extant under that name ; fox very. little mention 
is made of him at all in either of thoſe two books ; RG 
in compariſon. of what is ſaid of him in theſe gth and 1oth 
chapters, of the ſecond book of Kings, Whence we may. well 
conclude, that that book of Chronicles, to which we are 
here, and often elſewhere referred, is loſt. n 


That which remains of the hiſtory of Jehu is, that having | 


reigned over. Iſrael in Samaria eight-and-twenty years, he 
ſlept with his fathers, and was. buried in Samaria, and 


Jehoahaz his ſon 9 55 in his ſtead. 3 
It was now a very bloody time : for as Jeha had ſhed much 


blood in Iſrael, ſo Athaliah (the queen dowager of Judah, 


and mother to 'the late king. Ahaziah, a- right daughter of 
2 when ſhe ſaw her ſon Ahaziah was ſlain, uſurping to 

erſelf the government of Judah, did, in revenge of her 
father Ahab's family, deſtroy all the ſeed royal, that ſhe might 
utterly root out the ſtock of good king Jehoſhaphat, 1 
cure to herſelf and her other ſons the kingdom. For Brough- 
ton ſays, ſhe had ſons by another: and that ſhe had, may be 


gathered from 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. 


But though ſhe made great havock in the royal family, 
yet Divine Providence hindered her from totally N 
Jehoſhaphat's race. For Jehoſhaba, the da 
Joram, and ſiſter to the late king Ahaziab, took little Jehoaſl 
(called alſo, by contraction,  Joaſh, 2 Chron. xxii, 11.) an 
infant of a year old, whom ſhe had ſtolen from among the 
king's ſons that were ſlain, and hid him, with his nurſe, in a 
bed-chamber in the houſe of the Lord, which ſhe: had the 


better means of doing, being herſelf the wife of Jehoiada the 
high; prieſt. | | 


Six years. together was this young prince concealed, and 


brought up by his aunt, unknown to Athaliah, Who, during 


all that time, reigned over Judah. Wo 
But in the ſeventh year, his uncle Jehoiada the prieſt, re- 


| ſolving now to bring him forth, and ſet him up for king, firſt 
ſtrengthened himſelf, by taking the captains and rulers. into 
co 


el and covenant with him, to maintain and defend bo 
the perſon and title of the young king. Which covenant * 
| | made 
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made them confirm by oath, in the houſe of the Lord, and 
then ſhewed them the king's ſon, little Jehoaſh. | 


Then directing the manner how this great enterprize mould 
be accompliſhed, he gave order that the Levites, and chief 


of the fathers, ſhould be gathered out of all the cities of 


Judah to 'Jeruſalem. Where being aſſembled, and having 
taken the covenant for ſetting up the young prince for king, 
and maintaining his title, Jehoiada the prieſt appointed them 
their ſeveral poſts. Ordering a'third part of the prieſts and 
miniſtering Levites (whoſe turn it was to wait in the temple 
from ſabbath to ſabbath) to guard the doors; a third part 
to guard the king's houſe (that is, his apartment in the houſe 
of the Lord) and to attend his perſon; and a third part to 
keep one of the principal gates ; leaving the pegple in the 
courts of the houſe of the Lord, with this charge, that if any 
one ſhould attempt to break in within the ranges, he ſhould 
be put to death. © 20 
Things thus diſpoſed, and the prieſts and Levites having 
weapons delivered to them out of king David's armoury, 
which was kept in the houſe of the Lord; Jehoiada 
brought forth the king's ſon, and ſet the crown upon 
him, and gave him the teſtimony (the book of the law, ac- 
cording to the law, Deut. xvii. 18). And having anointed 
Him king, they clapped their hands and ſhouted for joy; and 
wy ſound of trumpet proclaiming him; ſaid; God fave the 
The noiſe that was made by the acclamations of the peo- 
ple, as they ran to and fro rejoicing, ftartled queen Athaliah, 
who little thinking that the end of her reign; and of her life 
alſo, was ſo near, haſtened to the houſe of the Lord to ſee 
what the matter was. But when ſhe came in, and ſaw the 
young king ſtanding at his pillar at the entering in, with the 
rinces by him, the guards about him; and the people of the 
— rejoicing®, with inſtruments of mufic; and trumpets 
ſounding, ſhe. rent her clothes, and cried out, Treaſon, 


” 


© treaſon :* herſelf the traitor. But Jehoiada the prieſt com- 


manded the captains and officers of the hoſt to have her forth 
without the ranges (that ſhe might not be ſlain in the houfe 
of the Lord) and to kill any that ſhould attempt to take 
her part. Whereupon they laid hands on her, and having 
brought her out by the horſe-gate, ſlew her there with the 


ſword. 


having gathered the prieſts and the Levites 
them in charge to go out unto the cities of Ju 


I 
"3h 
- 
e 
5 
e 
33 
5 
— 
h 
Is 
e 
2 
e 


Part III. 8 A C RBD HTS TOR Y. wh 


Then did Jehoiada make à covenant between the Lord and 
the king witk the people 3 ; whereby 2 bound themſelves to 


be the Lord's peo Which done, the people went out 


to the houſe of B ” and brake it down. His. altars. alſo, 
and his images, they brake in pieces: and. flew:Mattan, the 
Ln of Baal, before the altar (according to the law, Deut. 
xili. 9.) 
After which, Jeboiada the prieſt (having purged out ſome 
corruptions, which; in the former reigns had been brought 
into the church) took the captains of the hoſt, with the.nobles 
and governors, and all the people of the land, and having 
brought down. the King from the houſe of the Lord, through 
the hagh gate into. the 7 ſet him on the throne of 
the kingdom. At which all the people rejoiced, and the city 
was quiet, after they had ſlain Athaliah... 

Seven years old was Joaſ when he began to reign®, 
which was in the ſeventh year of Jehu king of Iſrael, and he 
reigned forty years in Jeruſalem, And for ſo long of that 
time as Jehoiada, the high-prieſt lived, who. inftrutied him in 


the way of God, he did that which was right in the ſight of - 


the Lord. Whence we may obſerve, what great helps good 
counſel and good example are to a prince. Yet the high- 
_ were not taken away, but the people. ſtill ſacrificed and 

urnt incenſe. in the high · places; which, 2 long as they did 
it to the Lord, not to Baal, or other idols, was winked: at, 


| though expreſly contrary to God's command, Numb. * 


52. and commonly deſtructive to themſelves. 

Though in the king's minority Jehoiada had ſomewhat re- 
formed the ecclefialical ſtate, — the officers therein, yet he 
had not done any thing towards repairing the-houſe of God; 
which, through the corruption 4 times, had been not 
only ſuffered to go to decay, but had alſo: been ſpoiled by 
that lion woman Athaliah and her e 2 Chron, 
xxiv. 


When therefore Jehoaſh (or Joaſh) was grown up to man's 
eſtate, he ſet his mind to repair the houſe of the Lord. And 


ether, he gave 


„ and gather 
money of all the people to repair the houſe of the Lond. from 


year to year. 


To this ſervice was a e money of the de- 
dicated | things that was ght unto the, houſe of 1 Lord. 
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the ranſom, or redemption- money (half a ſhekel upon every 
head that was taxable, Exod. xxx. 12.) and all 25 money 
that came in by free will offerin 057 This the king ordered 


| acquaintance, and with 


the priefts to take, every one 
this to repair the breaches of the houſe, wherefoever any 
— 0 8 hs 
But though he expreſly charged them to haſten the work, 
yet the — — — — it not. 80 * the 5 
twentieth year of king Joaſh, they had not repai e 
breaches of the houſe. 25 Bon 2 | e 
The king therefore calling for Jehoiada, and the other 
prieſts, and blaming them for their negligence therein, forbad 
them to receive any more money of their acquaintance on 
that aceount; and required them to deliver up what they had 
received for that ſervice. 2 8 
Upon chis repoof, the prieſts (taking the money of the 
treſpaſs-offerings, and of the ſin- offerings, to their own uſe) 
conſented to receive no more money from the people on the 
other accounts, nor take upon them the charges of repairing 
the breaches of the houſe. But Jehoiada the prieſt, at the 
king's commandment, took a cheft, and having Bored an hole 
in the lid of it, big enough for money to de put in at, ſet it 
beſide the altar, on the right hand, as they went in at the 
houſe of the Lord. And proclamation being made through 
udah and Jeruſalem, for all to bring in to the Lord the col- 
ion which Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord, had laid upon 
Ifracl in the wilderneſs; all the princes and people rejoicin 
thereat, brought in, and caſt into the cheſt, until they bal 
made an end. And as oft as they found there was much 
money in the cheſt, che king's ſecretary, and the high - prĩeſt 
(or his officer): took it out, and told it, and putting it up in 
bags, delivered it to the ſurveyors of the work, who paid it 
away to- the-carpenters, builders, maſons, and ſtone - cutters, 
as well for their workmanſhip, as for the timber, ſtone, and 
other materials, which were uſed for repairing the houſe of 
KBG! £997 597 75-125 0 
This ſo encouraged the workmen, that they plied the work, 
and finiſhed it. And when they had OO houſe 955 God 
in good repair, they brought the reſt of the money that was 
left, before the king and Tehoiada (for though they reckoned 
not with the men, who were intruſted with the money for the 
workmen ;-yet they dealt faithfully in it) and out of that 


_ remainder of the money were made veſſels of ſilver and of 


gold, 
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old, to miniſter, and to offer withal, in the houſe of the 
ord. For very likely it is, that in the former wicked 
reigns, as the houſe of the Lord had been defaced, ſo the 
veſſels of that houſe had been embezzled and loſt; or tranſ- 
ferred to the houſe of Baal; and having been thereby pol- 
luted, were not fit for the ſervice. of God any more. 
The high; prieſt Jehoiada had now attained. to a good old 


age, being an hundred and thirty years old when he died. 


And becauſe he had done good in Iſrael, both towards God, 
and towards his houſe, in reſtoring the true worſhip of God 
(which both king and people kept to all his days) and in 
ſettling the kingdom again in the houſe of David-; therefore 
they ras? him in the city of David, and amongſt the 
kings. aha ako 
| But when once this good man's head was laid, the princes 
of Judah, who had lived in the former idolatrous reigns, 
came and made obeiſance to the king; and by their flattery 
prevailing on him, drew him, with themſelves, to forſake the 
houſe of the Lord God of their fathers (upon which they 
ſo lately beſtowed ſo much charge) and to ſerve groves : 
idols; for which great treſpaſs of theirs, wrath came upon 
Judah and Jeruſalem from the Lord. Yet he ſent _ prophets 
to them (ſuch as he raifed up, and employed on ;particular 
| occaſions) to bring them again unto the Lord; but they 
would not give ear. . | : 
Then came the ſpirit of the Lord upon Zechariah (the ſon 
of Jehoiada the late high-prieſt) who taking up his ſtandin 


above the people, ſaid thus unto them, Thus ſaith. the Lord, 


Why tranſgreſs ye the commandments of the Lord, that ye 
cannot proſper? Becauſe ye have forſaken the Lord, he 
* hath alſo forſaken you.“ 

This ſo provoked thoſe backſliders, that they conſpired 
againſt him, and ſtoned him to death, even in the court of 
the houſe of the Lord “, which they ſtuck not, thus to pollute 
with innocent blood ; and (which was yet worſe), they did it 
at the command of the king; who too ungratefully forgetting 
the manifold kindneſſes which his father Jehoiada had 
for him, both in ſaving his life, and ſetting him on the throne, 
unjuſtly and barbarouſly ſlew his ſon. He being at the point 
of death ſaid, The Lord look upon it, and require it. 


Nor was it long before the Lord did require the innocent 


blood of this his ſervant, upon both king and people, For 
| | A., M. 36550); liar nig 
| | at 


done | 
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at the end of che year, Hauael king of Syria, coming up 
with his hoſt, fought 2 Gath (a principal city, Which 
king David had taken from thePhiliſtines, 1 Chron. xviii. 1.) 
— 3610 And from thence marching up to Jeruſalem, 
heVYeſtroyed all the princes of Jeruſalem ; which ſtruck ſuch 
a terror into/king Joaſh, that he took all the hallowed things, 
Which Ichoſhaphat, and 'Jehoram, and Ahaziah his fathers, 
-of Judah, had in three generations before dedicated, 

wich the things which he had dedicated alſo, and all the gold 
chat was found in the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and 
in the king*s houſe, and delivered it to Hazael rap of Syria, 
that he might depart from Jeruſalem. 

Remarkably eminent was the judgment of God upon theſe 

rinces of Judah, that they, who had been the immediate in- 
ts to draw king Joafh from the ſervice and worſhip of 
the true God (in which he had been religiouſly educated) to 
the worſhip of idols, ſhould themſelves he's deftroyed fo ſoon 
after by an idolator and worſhipper of idols. And that it 
might che more evidently appear to be a divine judgment 
from God, upon both the king and people of Judah, for 
their having Horſabben the Lord God of their fathers, he at 
this time dehvered a very great hoſt of Judah into the hands 
of a finall compa any of men of the Syrian army. 

Neither yet did the judgment ſtop there, with reſpect to 
king Joaſh himſelf: but (blood requiring blood) when the 
Syrians were departed from him (who left him labouring 
under great diſeaſes) his own ſervants (Zabad, the ſon of an 
Ammoniteſs, and Jehozabad, the fon of a Moabiteſs) con- 
fpiring againſt him for the blood of the fon of Jehoiada the 
prieft, flew him on has bed, and he died, after he had reigned 
forty years. And becauſe he was a king, they buried him in 
the city of David, but not in the ſepulchres of the kings, be- 
cauſe he had forſaken the way of the Lord. 

mA the three · and twentieth year of this Jehoaſh king of 

| Ln Jehu dying, his ſon Jehoahaz poſſeſſed the throne of 
el. — he did chat which was evil in the fight of the 
Lord, foll the fins of boam the ſon of Nebat, who 
made Iſrael to fin in the golden calyes. For which the anger 
of the Lord being kindled againſt Iſrael, he delivered them 
into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and afterwards into 
the hand of Benhadad the ſon of Hazael, all his days. Yet 
when Jehoahaz k t the Lord, the Lord (ſeeing the op- 
preſſion wherewith the king of Syria oppreſſed Iſrael) 
* hearkened 


« V 
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hearkened unto him, and in due time gave Iſrael a ſaviour; 
ſo that they ſhook off the Syrian yoke, and dwelt ſecurely in 
their tents, as they had done in times paſt, we 
But this deliverance was not wrought by Jehoahaz, nor in 
his time (at leaſt, not in the time of his ſole reign) but by 
his ſon Joaſh,. or Jehoaſh, either after his father's death, or 


as co-rex with him (for ſuch ſynarchies, or joint-reigns of 


father and ſon together, were very frequent in thoſe times, 
and render the chronology much more difficult), But Ha- 
zael, king of Syria, oppreſſed Iſrael all the days of Jehoa- 
haz, and reduced him to ſo low a condition, that he left him 
but fifty horſemen, and ten chariots, and ten thouſand foot- 
men, having deſtroyed the reſt by his frequent victories over 
them. | | | 
'The prophet Eliſha, though very old, was yet living ; and 
might now to his ſatisfaction in one ſenſe, though ſorrow 
in another, ſee the fulfilling of that prediction which he had 
given Hazael, concerning the ravage and cruelty which he 
would exerciſe upon Iſrael, when he ſhould come to wear the 


Syrian crown. Which if the ſenſe thereof ſo affected him, 


when, in the ſpirit of prophecy, he only foreſaw it, as then 
to draw a ſhower of tears from his eyes, what may we ſup- 
poſe it now did, when he ſaw it actually performed? 
But he had the comfort alſo to foreſee and foretell the end 
of it ®. For when Joaſh, the ſon of this debaſed Jehoahaz, 
came to the crown, he going to viſit the good old prophet 
Eliſha (who was then fallen fick of the ſickneſs whereof he 
died) wept over his face, (bewailing the approaching loſs of 
ſo great a prophet, and ſo holy a man, who by his fore- 
warnings of dangers, his wholeſome counſels, and prevalent 
prayers, was 4s a guard and bulwark to the nation) and cried 
out, O my father, my father! The chariot of Iſrael, and 
© the horſemen thereof !* alluding, perhaps, to the like ex- 
preſſion, uſed long before by this good prophet, at the de- 
parture of his endeared maſter Elyah. | 
The prophet, thereupon, as it were reviving, and know- 
ing that the Lord bad determined, by this king Joaſh, to de- 
liver Iſrael from the oppreſſion of Syria, bid him take a bow 
and arrows; which when the king had taken, and at the 
prophet's direction had laid his hand upon the bow, ready to 


draw it ; the prophet putting his hands upon the king's hands 


* 2 2 Kings. iii. | 
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{that they might draw the bow together) bid him open the 
window eaſtward (towards Syria) and ſhoot. Which when 
the king had done, the prophet ſaid, The arrow of the 
Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Sy- 
ria; for thou (ſaid the prophet to the king) ſhalt ſmite the 
< Syrians in Aphek (which 190g ſtrength) until thou haſt 
« conſumed them.” * 

- Then the prophet bidding the king take the reſt of the 
arrows {out of the quiver) and {mite the ground with them ; 
he did fo, but ſmote but thrice, and ftazxd. At which the 
prophet was wroth with him, and told him, he ſhould have 
ſmitten five or fix times, and then he would have ſmitten the 
Syrians, till he had conſumed them; whereas now 8 <oay 
ſ mite them but thrice. 

Vet with that thrice ſmiting (the. Lord being gracious to 
Iſrael, and having\compaſſion on them, and reſpect to them, 
becauſe of his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
For the ſake of which he would not deſtroy them, nor caſt 
them from his preſence as yet) king Jehoaſh, after Hazael's | 
death, beating Benkadad, the ſon of Hazael, in three ſeve- 
ral battles, recovered from the Syrians the cities of Iſrael, 
which had been taken from them by Hazael. 

While this was doing, Eliſha the prophet died, and was 
buried; and in a while after, another man being to be buried 
near to the ſepulchre of Eliſha, it happened that they who 
attended that bunal ſpied a band of ſoldiers coming on to- 
wards them (for the Moabites had at that time invaded the 
land); and being more intent upon their own ſafety, than 
the ſolemnity of the funeral, they, for haſte, caſt the 
man into the ſepulchre of Eliſha. But no ſooner was the 
dead man let down, fo that he touched the bones of Eliſha, 
but he revived and ftood . . his feet. Which miracle, 
wrought after the prophet's death, ſeemed to ſtamp a divine 
approbation on the prophetick actions of his life. 

Soon after Jehoaſh,. the ſon of Jehoahaz, came to the 
crown of Iſrael, Amaziah ſucceeded his father Joaſh in the 
kingdom of Judah $. And he, for a while, did that which 
was right in the fight of the Lord; thou h not with a per- 
fe heart, nor like his anceſtor king David : for, as if he had 
taken his father Joaſh for his pattern, he let the high-places 
remain ſtanding, and ſuffered the people to offer ſacriſice, and 
burn incenſe thereon. 

2 Kings zi, 2 Chron. * 72 Kiogs riv. 
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The firſt public act we read, he did, after he was ſettled on 
the throne, was to ſlay thoſe ſervants of his that had ſlain his 
father. But the children of the murderers he did not flay, 
having therein regard to the law of Moſes, Deut. xxiv. 16. 
wherein the Lord commanded, That the fathers ſnould not 
be put to death for the children, nor the children for the 
« fathers ; but every man for his own offence “ 

That piece of juſtice performed, he gathered the men of 
Judah together; and having made captains over thouſands, ' 
and over hundreds, according to the houſes of their fathers, 
throughout all 22 and Benjamin, he numbered them from 
twenty years old and upwards, and found them three hundred 
thouſand choice men, able to go forth to war, and to handle 
ſpear and ſhield “. | Ds 2 

To theſe he added an hundred thouſand mighty men of va- 
tour, whom he had hired out of Iſrael for an hundred talents 
of ſilver. And with theſe intended to march againſt the 
Edomites. hs | . + 202 

But there came a man of God to him, and ſaid, O kings 
let not the army of Iſrael go with thee, for the Lord is not 
with Iſrael, nor with the children of Ephraim.“ Then, 
not finding a readineſs in the king to comply with this cau- 
tion, he added, © But if (notwithſtanding this. fair warning) 
thou wilt go on in thy own will and way, do, make thyſelf 
* ſtrong for the battle; but: God ſhall make thee fall before 
the enemy, for God hath. power to help, and to caſt down.“ 

This put the king to a ſtand. Yet conſidering the charge 
he had been at, he ſaid to the man of God, © Bur if I put off 
the army of Iſrael, what ſhall we do for the hundred talents, 
which I have given them?“ This was a round ſum, amount= 
ing to thirty-and-ſeven thouſand and five hundred pounds, 
which the king thought too much to loſe. But the man of 
God, ſlighting that, told him, The Lord was able to give 
him much more than tha.“ | 1 SE 

Upon this king Amaziah, drawing out his mercenary men 
that came to him out of Ephraim, ſent them home again; 
and ſtrengthening himſelf with his own men, led them forth 
to the valley of Salt. Where ſetting upon the children of: 
Seir, he {mote ten thouſand of them, and taking other ten 
thouſand alive, the men of Judah brought them to the top of 
the rock; and from thence caſting them down, they were- 
broken all to pieces. 5 

| * 2 Kings xiv. 2 Chron. X 
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This victory was ſomewhat abated by a loſs the conquerors 

ſuſtained the mean while. For the Iſraelitiſhh army, which 
Amaziah had diſcharged, conſiſting of an hundred thouſand 
mighty men of valour, took it ſo in that they were ſent back, 
and not ſuffered to go with him to the battle, that in their 
return home, they fell furiouſly upon the cities of Judah all 
the way they went from Samaria, even to Bethoron, and 
ſmĩting three thouſand of them, carried away much ſpoil. 
But this was not by much the worſt that Amaziah ſuffered 
by this expedition. For when he returned from the ſlaughter 
of the Edomites, he brought along with him the gods of the 
children of Seir, and ſet them up to be his gods; and 
bowing down himſelf before them, he burned incenſe unto 
them. 

For this the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt Ama- 
ziah, and he ſent him a prophet, who ſaid unto him, Why 
| © haft thou ſought after the gods of the people, which could 

© not deliver their own people out of thy hand ?? This was 

ſuch a rational way of conviction, as one would have thought 

ſhould have brought the king to a ſenſe of his fin by his folly ; 

but it had not ſo good an effect upon him. For when the 

[| prophet went on with his meſſage to him, the king grew pet- 

'-_ tiſh, and ſaid angrily to him, Art thou made of the king's 

© counſel? Forbear, why ſhouldſt thou be ſmitten ? (that is, 

© why ſhouldſt thou provoke me to ſmite thee) ?* The pro- 

phet then, finding him hardened beyond counſel, forbore 

prefling it further on him; and only ſaid, I know that God 

- © hath determined to deftroy thee, becauſe thou haſt done 
© this, and haſt not hearkened to his counſel by me.” 

It was not long ere this threatened deſtruction came upon 
Amaziah, and that by his own means. For being ſomewhat 
puffed up with his late victory over the Edomites, and hold- 
ing himſelf engaged in honour to revenge the injury lately 
done him by the Iſraclitiſh army, in ſacking his cities, he 
ſent a meſſage to Joaſh king of Iſrael in theſe words: Come, 
© Jet us look one another in the face.“ Which terms, in 
thoſe times, imported a challenge to fight; and were here 
intended not for a duel, or ſingle combat, but for a pitched 
battle. | | 

King Joaſh, to ſhew his contempt of Amaziah, returned. 
him anſwer in this nipping apologue : 

« The thiſtle that was in Lebanon, ſent to the cedar that 
© was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to my * to 
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wife. But there paſſed by a wild beaſt that was in Lebas- 
© non, and trod down the thiſtle. Then he added, Thou 
© ſayeſt (in thy heart at leaſt) Lo, I have ſmitten the Edo 
* mites! and thy heart lifteth thee up to boaſt. Well, abide 
© at home (and boaſt there if thou wilt); for why ſhouldſt 
thou meddle to thy hurt, that thou ſhouldit fall, and .Judah3 
© with thee ?” 25.4 2322 ene 
This ſcornful anſwer whetted Amaziah the more; ſeeing: 
himſelf compared to the thiſtle, while Joaſh likened himſelf 
to the cedar. So that he would not hearken to any terms of 
peace, but drew forth his forces to the field... Which indeed 
God permitted, that he mo 0 deliver him and his gs ray 
100 _ * their enemies, becauſe they had ſought the 
rods of Edom. e uc LH 64 
King Joaſh having alſo led forth his men, the battle Was 
joined at Bethſhemeſh (a city belonging to Judah) which 
ſignifies, The houſe of bondage; and fo indeed it proved to 
Amaziah ; for Ifrael prevailing, Judah was put to the worſt, 
and glad to fave themſelves, who could, by flight. 
Amaziah himſelf being taken priſoner, king: Joafh brought 
him along with him to Jeruſalem; whither he carried his vic- - 
torious arms. And being come thither, he brake down the 
wall of Jeruſalem, from the gate of Ephraim to the corner 
gate, four hundred cubits in length; and having taken all 


the gold and ſilver, and all the veſſels (of value) that were 
found in the houſe of God, under the charge of the ſons of 


Obed-Edom, with the treaſures of the king's houſe, and 
hoſtages alſo, he returned to Samaria, leaving. (as it ſeems) 
king Amaziah at liberty at Jeruſalem. _ : 

But though Amaziah lived many years after this, yet we 
read nothing more of him, ſave that his people conſpiring 
againſt him in Jeruſalem, he fled for ſafety to Lachiſh.-- But 
they ſending ſome to Lachiſh after him, ſlew him there; and 
bringing him back to Jeruſalem (not with ſtate in his chariot, - 


but) on horſes, buried him with his fathers in the city of 


David. 


Joaſh, king of Iſrael, was dead fifteen years before, -and { 


had for his ſucceſſor Jeroboam, his ſon 3 who, reigning - one- - 
and forty. years, reſtored in that time the - coaſt of -Ifrael, 
from the entering of Hamath unto the ſea of the plain. To 
which undertaking he was encouraged by the prophet Jonah, 
whom the Lord ſent to him for that end. For the Lord ſee- - 
ing the affliction of Iſrael, that it was very. bitter, and not 

; R-3, | willing. 
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willing the name of Iſrael ſhould be blotted out from under 
heaven, he ſaved them by the hands of this Jeroboam the ſon 
of Joaſh ; though otherwiſe he was one that did evil in the 
fight of the Lord. | | 

To this king's time, it ſeems, ſhould be referred that great 
exploit, which (we read in 1 Chron. v. 18, &c.) was per- 
formed by the Reubenites, Gadites, and half tribe of Ma- 
naſſeh; who muſtering four-and-forty thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and — valiant men, ſkilful in war, and able to uſe 
ſword and buckler, and to draw the bow, made war upon 
the Hagarites; and being helped by the Lord (who upon 
their crying to him in the battle, and putting their truſt in 
him, was intreated of them, and delivered the Hagarites into 
their hand) gave them a very great defeat, and took from 
them a large booty of fifty thouſand camels, two hundred 
and fifty thouſand ſheep, two hundred thouſand aſſes, and one 
hundred thouſand priſoners, beſides what were ſlain, which 
were many.- Thus they proſpered, becauſe the war they had 


was of God; and having diſpoſſeſſed thoſe Hagarites, they 
dwelt in their places until the captivity. ( 
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HEN the prophet Jonah (whom Jerom' in his pro- 


affirm to have been that ſon of the widow of Sarepta whom 
the prophet Elijah raiſed from the dead, 1 Kings xvii.) had 
performed the ſervice he had been ſent on to king Jeroboam, 
and the people of Iſrael (mentioned before 'in 2 Kings xiv, 
25.) the Lord commanded him to go to Nineveh, to cry 
againſt it, becauſe their wickedneſs was come up before 
him. | N | | 
Nineveh, the metropolis then of the Aſſyrian monarchy, 
was very ancient, as having been built ſoon after the flood 
by Nimrod, great-grandſon to Noah (for fo interpreters take 
the words in Gen. x. 11. which has ſome confirmation from 


Micah v. 6.) though being afterwards enlarged by Ninus, it 


took its name from him. It was alſo a very great city, about 
four hundred furlongs in compaſs (as prophane writers re- 


port) which with us make fifty miles; and the text delivers 


9 Jonah i. * 8 
v=o 


| logue to that prophet's book“, ſays, the Hebrews - 
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It to be a city of three days | chap. il. 3. Warn og 
populous it was may be dimers 


underſtood of infants. 


To this ſo ancient, ſo great, ſo populous; and withal ſo 


wicked a place, Jonah had no mind to go, eſpecially upon 
ſo ſharp a meſſage as he had to deliver. Thinking there- 


fore to flee unto 'Tarſhiſh. from the preſence of the Lord, 


he went. down to Joppa, a ſeaport town, to ſeek a paſſage. 


And having found a ſhip there, ready to ſet fail. for Tarſhiſh, 


he paid the fare, and went on board. 
But his fear had made him much forget himſelf, in think- 
ing he could flee from the preſence of the Lord. Which, 


to his coſt, he ſoon found; for the Lord ſent forth a great 


wind, which raiſed a great tempeſt. in the ſea, ſo that the 
ſhip was likely to be broken. 

This made the mariners afraid, * fear made them cry 
every man unto his God. Then beſtirring themſelves to 


lighten the ſhip, by caſting forth the wares that were in it 
into the ſea,” when to that end they came down into the 


ſides of the ſhip, there they found Jonah faſt aſleep. 


The ſhipmaſter then rouſing him up, ſaid, What meaneſt 
© thou; O ſleeper! Ariſe, call upon thy God, if ſo be chat 


God will think upon us, chat we periſh not.“ 


Having got him up, they all agreed to caſt lots, -that 


they might know for. whoſe cauſe this evil was come upon 
them, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then ſaid they unto 
him, Tell us, we pray. thee, for whoſe: cauſe this evil is 
come upon us. What is thine occupation? and whence 
© comeſt thou? What is thy countty ? And of what people 
© art thou?“ He thereupon telling them that he was an 
Hebrew, one that feared the Lord God of heaven, who 
made the ſea and the dry land, he let them know how he 
had diſobeyed his God, .and fled from the preſence of the 
Lord. 
When they band this, the men were exceedingly afraid, 
and ſaid to him, Why haſt thou done this? And what 
© ſhall we do unto thee, that the ſea may be calm unto us? 
For the ſea grew more and more tempeſtuous. Take me 


up, ſaid he to them, and caſt me forth into the ſea, ſo - 


* A.M, 3:97, 


from there being in it 
more than fixſcore 3 perſons, who did not know the 
right hand from the left, chap. iv. 11. which is generally 


o ; 
* 
* 


Fart III. SACRED HISTORY. 189 


© ſhall the ſea be calm unto you; for I know (added he) 
that for my ſake this great tempeſt is upon you.” +, 

This ingenuous acknowledgment begat in thoſe: failors 
a compaſſion towards poor Jonah. And though they had 
ſuffered ſo much by his means, they were very unwilling 
to throw. him over-board. Wherefore they rowed hard to 
have brought the ſhip to land. But when they found they 
could not do it, for that the ſea wrought, and was tem- 
peſtuous againſt them, they cried unto the Lord (the true 
God, whom Jonah had declared to be his God, the God 
who made both ſea and land, the God whom he had of- 


fended) ; and they ſaid, -< We beſeech thee, O Lord, we 


© beſeech thee, let us not periſh for this man's ſake, and lay 
not upon us innocent blood, if, to ſave ourſelves from 
« periſhing, we are-obliged to caſt him away; for thou, O 
© Lord, haſt done as it pleaſed thee.” 213 ant oa Lina 
Having thus made a fort of excuſe to God, and-depre- 
cated his diſpleaſure, for what they were neceſſitated, by 
a principle of ſelf-preſervation, to do to a ſervant of his; 
they took up Jonah (not without ſome reluQance) and caſt 
him into the ſea, and the ſea thereupon ceaſed. from its 
raging. But the fear which on this occaſion had ſeized them, 
together with the ſeriſe of their deliverance, was ſo great, 
that they offered a ſacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 
Though it pleaſed the Lord to puniſh Jonah for his diſ- 
obedience, yet in the midſt of his judgment remembering 
mercy, he had prepared a great fiſh (which our Saviour 


tells us was a whale, Matt. xit. 40.) to receive Jonah. And 


this whale ſwallowing up Jonah, he was in the. belly of the 
fiſh three days and three nights, and in that reſpect was an 
apt type of our bleſſed Lord; who for the like time was 
in the belly of the earth, the grave. bas 8 
While Jonah was in that living priſon, and moving dun- 
geon, he prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fiſh's 
belly. And what he then prayed, and how great the exer- 
ciſe of his ſpirit then was, he himſelf recounted afterwards, 
in theſe words: 8 50 S768 
I cried, ſaid he, by reaſon of mine affliction, unto the 
Lord, and he heard me: out of the belly of the grave 
« cried I, and thou heardeſt my voice. For thou hadit caſt 


me into the deep, in the midf of the ſeas, and the floods 


L Jonah ii. 


| _ © compaſſed 
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compaſſed me about ; all thy billows, and thy waves paſſed 
_ © over me. Then I ſaid, I am caſt out of thy fight, yet 
«© will I look again towards thy holy temple. The waters 
compaſſed me about, even to the ſoul; the depth cloſed 
me round about; the weeds were wrapped about my head. 
IT went down to the bottom of the mountains; the earth 
© with her bars was about me for ever. Yet haſt thou brought 
up my life from corruption, O Lord, my God. When 
my ſou] fainted within me, I remembered the Lord, and 
my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. ® 
They that obſerve lying vanities, forſake their own mercy ; 
© but I will facrifice unto thee with the voice of thankſ- 
giving, I will pay that which I have vowed: ſalvation | 
is of the Lord.“ | 55 
Now when Jonah had undergone his three days puniſh- 
ment in the fiſh's belly, the Lord commanded the fiſh, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. And Jonah being 
thus, by a warrant from heaven, diſcharged from his con- 
finement, and ſet at liberty again, the word of the Lord 
came to him a ſecond time, Dying, © Arxe, Go unto Ni- 
© neveh, that great City, and preach unto it the preaching 
that 1 bid thee. r 
Having ſmarted for his former diſobedience, Jonah ſtood 
not now to diſpute, nor ſought to ſhift the ſervice, but gat 
him away to Nineveh; and entering a day's journey into the 
city, he proclaimed, * Yet forty days, and Nineveh ſhall 
© be overthrown.” a 
Though this be the ſubſtance of the judgment denounced, 

4 is reaſonable to believe that Jonah preached more than 

y this. Both for conviction, by laying open the ſins 
of the Ninevites, to manifeſt the juſtice of the judgment 
denounced, and for exhortation, to bring them to repen- 
tance, that they might eſcape it. 

However the event was, that the people of Nineveh be- 
lieved this meſſage to be ſent from God; and proclaiming 
a faſt, and putting on ſackcloth by the king's command, 
gave ſuch tokens of ſorrow, repentance, and humiliation, 
that God, thereupon repenting of the evil which he had 
threatened to do unto them, did it not. 
This proved a new trial and trouble to Jonah, + who: 

hereupon / diſcovered another infirmity. He had poſitively 


Jonah. iii. Jonah iv. 
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denounced deſtruction to Nineveh, and fixed the time. This 
clemency of God in ſparing them, he thought would ſub- 


ject him to the cenſure of having been a falſe prophet. He 
ſtood upon his reputation, which he doubted would by this 
means be i aired ; and for theſe reaſons it diſpleaſed ſonah 
exceedingly, ſo that he was very angry, and in a. kind of 
e or precatory expoſtulation, thus ſpake 
to . / | | 


I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my ſaying, while 
< I was yet in my. country? Therefore it was, that I fled 
before unto Tarſhiſh ; for I knew that thou art a gracious 


God, and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great kind= 


«* neſs, and repenteſt thee of the evil. Now therefore, O 


Lord, take, I beſeech thee my life from me; for it is bet- 


« ter for me to die than to live.“ 12 Nb! 
The Lord gave him a gentle reproof, by aſking him, If 
© he did well to be angry.“ Whereupon Jonah went out 
of the city; and having made him a booth on the eaſt- 
fide thereof, he ſat under it in the ſhade, till he might 
ſee what would become of the city. For having let in a 
murmuring diſcontent, he was ſo unſettled in his mind, that 
he knew not what to think, whether God would ſpare the 
city or deſtroy it. & $03 ü . 
Mean while the Lord, reſolving to give Jonah a rational 
conviction of his partiality to himſelf, and want of pity to 
the Ninevites, prepared a gourd, and made it to come up 
over Jonah, that it might be a ſhadow over his head, to 
deliver him from his grief, which the ſcorching beams of 
the ſun cauſed. _ $12! 16.22 05 75417 363 10-2800 
What this gourd was, no body that I have met with 
knows. Many conjectures there are about it, and it has 
afforded matter for great debate, even in old time; eſpe- 


| cially between the two fathers (fo called) Jerom and Au- 


guſtine. Jerom, in his Latin tranſlation of the bible, ad- 
ventured to change the name of this plant; and inſtead of 
cucurbita, a gourd, called it hedera, an ivy. 'This his bold- 
neſs had like, it ſeems, to have coſt him dear; for not only 
Auguſtine fell upon him for it (which provoked him to fall 


foul upon Auguſtine again ;) but he was fetched up to Rome 


about it (I take the account out of Calvin's commentary 
on this place) and was there accuſed of facrilege, as it were, 
for changing the name of this plant from a gourd to ivy. 
Whatever name it ſhould go by, no doubt it was a ſpreading 


leafy 


I 
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leafy plant. Whence ſome have taken it for a wild vine; 
others for a cucumber, or a pompion, and perhaps it might 
be the palmetta. | To 

Whatever it was, Jonah was exceeding glad of it; but 
this joy was ſhort. For early next morning God prepared 
a worm, which gnawing the gourd made 1t wither. And 
when the ſun aroſe, God prepared a vehement eaſt-wind; 
which, together with the ſun, beat ſo fiercely upon the 
head of Jonah, that he fainting, not only wiſhed (in him- 
ſelf). that he might die, but ſaid again, It is better for 
«© me to die than to live.“ And bs oY God, expoſtulating 
again with him, aſked him, If he did well to be angry: 
< he, in a diſturbance of mind, anſwered; I do well to 

be angry, even unto death.“ 08 pl 
Then came the conviction upon Jonah. Thou (ſaid the 
Lord to him) haſt had pity on the gourd, for which thou 
haſt not laboured, neither madeſt it grow, which came up 
in a night, and periſhed in a night; and ſhould not I ſpare 
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than ſixſcore 
s that cannot diſcern between the right hand 

and their left, and alſo much cattle.  _ F, 
As this book of Jonah begins abruptly, with a conjunc- 
tion copulative, [ AND the word of the Lord came to Jonah] 
(for ſo it ſhould be read, and in the Biſhop's Bible it is, 
The word of the Lord came ALSO to Jonah) which has 
made ſome commentators think, this was but an appendix 
to ſome other writing of his, or of ſome other concerning 
him; ſo it ends abruptly alſo, giving no account what be- 
came of the Ninevites, or of Jonah himſelf after this, 
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HILE Jonah was thus exerciſed at Nineveh, the pro- 
phet A mos was employed among the Iſraelites. He 
was an herdſman belonging to Tekoa, a town in Judea, not 
far from Jeruſalem (the ſame place from which Joab fetched 
that wiſe woman, whom he employed to work king David to 
recall his ſon Abſalom from baniſhment, 2 Sam. xiv. 2. | 
He dates the beginning of his prophecy from two years | 
before the earthquake, Of which we have not any account, 
that I remember, in the Holy Scriptures, unleſs it be in a | 
tranſient paſlage in the book of Zechariah (a ſucceeding pro- | 
phet) who, in chap. xiv. 5. mentions an earthquake in the | 
days of Uzziah king of Judah, who was contemporary with | 
Jeroboam the ſecond ſon of Joaſh king of Iſrael ; under | 
whom, and towards the latter end of whoſe reign, this pro · | 
phet Amos propheſied. | | | 
Though by birth and habitation he was of Judah, yet he 
propheſied in Iſrael, and chiefly concerning Iſrael. Firſt, 
againſt the enemies of Iſrael, the Syrians, the Philiſtines, | | 


the Tyrians, the Edomites, the Ammonites, and the Moabites, 
every one dictinctly, in the firſt chapter and beginning of the 
ſecond, denouncing to each their judgment, and the cauſe 


* Amos i. A. M. 3198. 
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thereof. And by a particular form of ſpeech | viz. For three 
tranſgreſſions and for four] uſed alike to them all, he ſhews 
it was not for a few offences that thoſe judgments were de- 
nounced ; but that they had run on in a courſe of ſinning, and 
had provoked the Lord to the height. Then turning to 
Judah and Iſrael, he treats them in the ſame ſtile, but ſpends 
the greateſt part of his book upon Iſrael, which at that time 
Was by much the worſt of the two, | 
But becauſe to analyſe this, and the reſt of the prophets, 
as in courſe they fall in the way, would both too much ſwell 


- the bulk of this book, and too much break and diſcontinue 


the thread of the hiſtory, I ſhall only touch thoſe paſlages 
here, which ſeem to be hiſtorical. . | 

The prophet having denounced great Judgments againſt 
Iſrael in general, as of famine, fire, fword, captivity, &c. 
and againſt the houſe of Jeroboam in particular, ſaying,” « 1 
£ will rife againſt the houſe of Jeroboam with the ſword,” 
chap. vu. 9. Amaziah, the idolatrous prieſt of Bethel (hating, 
and contriviag deſtrnction to Amos, as generally the falſe 
prophets do to the true) drew up a charge of high treaſon 
againſt him, and ſent it to the king, ſaying, Amos hath 
£ conſpired againſt thee in the midſt of the houſe of Iſrael : 
the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus (ſaid he) 
Amos faith, * Jeroboam ſhall die by the ſword.” 
This was not only an envious, but « falſe charge“; for 
Amos did not ſay Jeroboam (himſelf) ſhould die by the 
ſwer d; neither did be ſo die (fee 2 Kings xiv. 29). But 


ſpeaking in the perſon of God, he ſaid, I will riſe againſt 


the houſe (that is, the poſterity) of Jeroboam with the 
£ ſword,” Amos vii. 9. which was fulfilled on Zechariah, the 
ſou of this Jeroboam, 2 Kings xv. 10. 

But leſt this accuſation ſnould not take place with the king, 
the wicked prieſt attempted to frighten the prophet, and 
make him fly the country, © 

O thou ſeer (ſaid he to Amos) Go, flee thee away into 
© the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and propheſy there. 
£ But propheſy not again any more at Bethel (where one of 
the idol- calves was ſet up); for it is not only the king's 
£ chapel, but the king's court too.“ | 

To this inſulting charge the gentle prophet, Amos, mildly 
anſwered, © I was no prophet, neither was Ia prophet's ſon, 
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© (as if he had ſaid, I was not bred at the univerſity, nor 
© trained up at ſchool, to be made a prophet; neither was I 
a prophet by ſucceſſion, nor yet did I take up the employ- 
ment as a trade for a livelihood). But I was an herdiman,. 
and gathered ſycamore fruit (or wild figs) for my living. 
And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord 
ſaid unto me, Go, propheſy unto my people Iſrael. Now, 
therefore (added he, his ſpirit riſing in ſomewhat an higher 
ſtrain, from a ſenſe of this idolatrous prieſt's preſumption, 
in taking upon him to countermand his commiſſion) Thou 
that ſayeſt, Propheſy not againſt Iſrael, hear thou the word 
© of the Lord: Thus faith the Lord, Ihy wife ſhall be an 
© harlot in the city, and thy fans, and thy daughters ſhall fall 
by the ſword, and thy land ſhall be divided by line, and thou 
© ſhalt die in a polluted land, and Iſrael ſhall ſurely go into- 
4 © captivity forth of this land.“ 
| What was the iſſue of this conteſt, between this. envious 
prieſt and the good prophet Amos, doth not appear; nor 
| do I find any mention of him in any other place of the holy 
| text, 
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ONTEMPORARY with Amos was the prophet Hoſea“, 
who under this Jeroboam, the ſon of Joaſh, king of 
Iſrael, began alſo to propheſy ; but fo near the end of his 
reign, that the greateſt part of his prophecies fall under the 

reigns of his ſucceſſors, even to the time wherein Iſrael was 

carried into captivity, - For though no more of the kings of 

Iſrael are named in his prophecy, but this Jeroboam, under 

waom he began to exerciſe the prophetic function, yet he 

continued to propheſy in the reigns of four kings of Judah, 

viz. of Uzziah (who was contemporary with this Jeroboam) 
and of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah; in the ſixth year of 
whoſe reign that captivity began, 2 Kings xviii. 10. Of 
which, in ſeveral parts of his prophecies, this holy prophet 
forewarned them. 

And indeed,\ the book of Hoſea contains expoſtulations 
between God and his people ; exprobations of their ingrati- 
tude for benefits received ; objurgations or reproofs for their 
idolatries and manifold fins ; ; admomitions to repent, and turn 
to the Lord; comminations or threatnings of great judg- 
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ments and puniſhments, if they repented not; with gracious 
promiſes of pardon and acceptance, if they did repent, - 
amend, and heartily return to the Lord. 

But no part of it being hiſtorical, I ſhall only note to the 
reader, that as it relates to, and treats of the times of the 
kings of Iſrael, from the latter part of the reign of Jeroboam 
the ſecond, to the time of the captivity of the ten tribes by 
Salmanezer ; and from the latter part of the reign of Uzziah, 
through the reigns of Jotham and Arz, and into the begin- 
ning of the reign of Hezekiah, kings of Judah : ſo it may 
with beſt underſtanding, and to moſt advantage, be read along 
with the hiſtories of thoſe times, which are related in the 
14, 15, 16, 17, and 18th chapters of the ſecond book of the 
Kings; and in the 16, 17, and 18th chapters of the ſecond 
book of the Chronicles. 
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BO UT this time alſo, z. e. about the time of Jero- 
boam the ſecond, it is ſuppoſed, the prophet Joel lived 

and prophefied®, or a little after; for ſome refer him to the 
time of Uzziah, others to the time of Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah. And perhaps he might propheſy under both, as did 
Hoſea and Ifaiah, with whom it 1s thought he was contem- 
As his prophecy is generally held to relate to the Jews 
(that is, the houſe of Judah only); ſo the general ſcope of 
it is to ſet forth in the moſt ſenſible manner, the grievous 
judgments that either were then already come, or were at 
hand ready to come upon them from the Lord, in order to 
bring them to a due ſenſe of their ſinful eſtate, to an hearty 
ſorrow for it, and true repentance of it; with direction how 
to manifeſt their repentance ; and aſſurance, that if they did 
ſo, the Lord would yet be gracious to them ; and would not 
only remove the famine they ſuffered under (by removing the 


drought that had cauſed it, and ſending rain, which would 


produce plenty of good things for them); but would eaſe 
them alſo of the fears they were in, by removing from them 
# Jocli, A. M. 3200, | 
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the northern army, which probably might be that of Senna - 
cherib, the haughty king of Aſſyria, who, by Rabſhekah, 
ſent them ſuch threatening meſſages in king Hezekiah's time. 

But eminently remarkable and exceeding precious are thoſe 
parts of his prophecy, which point at the glory of the goſpel- 
times, wherein (amongſt other bleſſings) is promiſed the ge- 
neral pouring forth of the Spirit of God upon all fleſh, in all 
degrees and ſtations of men, whether high or low, bond or 
free, male or female; the effects of which ſhould appear in 
their ſons: and daughters propheſying, Joel ii. 28, 29. Which 
the apoſtle Peter, long after, yet in the beginning of the 
Chriſtian church, applied to that great effuſion of the Spirit 
upon the apoſtles, and the reſt of the believers aſſembled at 
Jeruſalem ſoon after the aſcenſion of our bleſſed Lord, Acts 
ii. 16, &c. | ! 

Having thus given theſe brief accounts of ſuch of the holy 
prophets as have fallen into this part of our hiſtory, let us 
now return to the kings again, under whom they propheſied; 
and leaving the ſecond Jeroboam ſtill fitting on the throne of 
Ifrael, let us go on a while with the ſucceſſion of the kings of 

udah. * | 
; After the death of king Amaziah, who (as is noted before) 
was ſlain by his own ſubjects at Lachiſh +, 2 Kings xiv. 19. 
all the people of Judah took Azariah (called otherwiſe 
Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 1.) and made him king in his 
father's ſtead. | 

The firſt public act of his, that we read of, was the building 
(or perhaps rebuilding rather) of Eloth, or Elath, a city 
near the Red-ſea, which he had recovered to Judah. Afﬀter- 
wards he went forth, and warred againſt the Philiſtines; and 
having diſmantled Gath, Jabneh, and Aſhdod, cities of prime 
note in Philiſtia (by breaking down their walls) he built cities 
about Aſhdod, and in other places among the Philiſtines. For 
God helped him againſt the Philiſtines, and againſt the Ara- 
bians, and the Nehunims (ſuppoſed to be remainders of the 
Canaanites) and againſt the Ammonites alſo; who, as a token 


of ſubjection, gave him gifts, ſo that his name ſpread abroad, 
even as far as Egypt. 


And indeed, he had greatly ſtrengthened himſelf. For he 
had an hoſt of three hundred and ſeven thouſand and five 
hundred fighting men, well armed with ſhields and ſpears, 


* 2 Kings zv. + a Chron, xxvi, 
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and helmets, and habergeons, bows and arrows, and ſlings to 
caſt ſtones And over this hoſt, two thouſand and fix hun- 
dred of the chief of the fathers, mighty men of valour, were 
the principal commanders. Then Br fortifications, he built 
towers in ſeveral parts of Jeruſalem; upon which, and upon 
the bulwarks, he planted engines, invented by cunning men, 
to ſhoot arrows and ſtones withal. 

He built towers in the deſert alſo, and FOR many wells ; 
which probably he did for the accommodation and ſafety of 
his ſervants and cattle, for he had much cattle, both in the 
low country, and in the plains ; huſbandmen alſo, and vine- 
dreflers, as well in the mountains, as in the fruitful n 
for he loved huſbandry. 

In his youth, and during the 3 part of his reign, ſo 
long at leaſt as Zechariah lived (who had underſtanding in 
the viſions of God) he ſought God, and did that which was 
right in the fight of the Lord. And as long as he ſought 
the Lord, the Lord made him to proſper, and helped him; 
ſo that he grew marvellous ſtrong. But proſperity hurt him; 
for when he was become ftrong, his heart was lifted up to his 
deſtruction, and he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord his God; 
for he would needs go into the temple of the Lord to burn 
incenſe upon the altar. 

Which when Azariah.the prieſt ſaw, he went in after him, 
with fourſcore prieſts of the Lord, that were valiant men“, 
and withitood Uzziah the-king, telling him, it did not be- 
long to ham (though he was their king) to burn incenſe to 
the Lord; but to the prieſts, the ſons of Aaron, who were 
conſecrated to that ſervice. Wherefore they bid him go out 
of the ſanctuary: letting him know, that he had tranſgreſied 
in coming there, and that what he had done ſhould not be for 
his honour from the Lord God. 

The king had a cenſer in his hand, ready to burn incenſe, 
when he received this repulſe from the prieſts; and his high 
ſpirit not brooking to be fo treated by his ſubjects, he grew 
wroth with the prieſts. But while in his anger he ſtood con- 
tending with them, the leproſy role up in his forehead “. 
Which the prieſts obſerving, they thruſt him out of the houſe 
of the Lord: yea, he himſelf haſted to get out, being ſenſible 
that the Lord had imitten him. 

Nor did he ever recover of this diſeaſe, but was a leper to 
his dying day, and dwelt apart in a diſtinct houſe as a ſeper; 


# 2 Kings KV. : 
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for he was cut off from having any acceſs to the houſe of the 
Lord, and Jotham his ſon, as vice-roy, was over the 8 
houſe, and adminiſtered juſtice to the people of the land ® 
during the remainder of the king's life. 
At length this leprous king died, after a reign of two and 
years, and was buried with his fathers ; that 1s, in the 
ſame field wherein the royal ſepulchres were, but at ſome 
diſtance from them, becauſe he was a leper. 3 
As the prophets Jonah, Amos, Hoſea, and Joel, began 
their prophecies under Jeroboam king of Iſrael, and this 
Uzziah king of Judah ; ſo the noble prophet Iſaiah (noble 
by birth, as being of the blood royal, and more ennobled by 
his prophetic ar? eſpecially after the holy ſeraphim had 
WE his lips with a live coal taken from the altar) be- 
gan to propheſy under this king Uzziah ; but towards the Jat- 
ter end of his reign, after he for his leproſy lived privately, 
and Jotham his ſon ruled for him, Within the compaſs of 
which time the firſt ſix chapters of Iſaiah's prophecy ſeem to 
have been written : and the laſt of them expreſly in the year 
that king Uzziah diet. | TS 
When Uzziah was dead », his ſon Jotham, who before had 
ruled only as pro- rex, reigned as king for ſixteen years, doing 
that which was right in the fight of the Lord, as his father 
Uzziah had done ; whoſe great miſcarriage was his preſump- 
tion in entering into the ſanctuary of the Lord, and attempt- 
mg to offer incenſe there : which therefore his ſon Jotham, 
taking warning by his harm, warily abſtained from, 2 Chron. 
xxvii. 1, 2. But the body of the people yet acted corruptly, 
for the high- places not being removed, they ſtill ſacrificed 


and burnt incenfe there. 


Amongſt other public ats, Jotham built the high-gate of 


the houſe of the Lord; and beſides what he built on the wall 
of the tower (which was not a little) he built cities in the 
mountains of Judah, and in the foreſts he built caſtles and 
towers, | | 35 . 
Neither was he unſucceſsful in his wars; for beſide the 
trouble he had from the kings of Syria and Iſrael, he fought 
with the Ammonites, and prevailed againſt them; ſo that for 
ſeveral years they paid him yearly an hundred talents of 
filver, ten thouſand meaſures of wheat, and as much of bar- 
ley, of that meaſure which is called a cor, which is computed 
to contain five buſhels and five gallons. 4 | 
MA. M. 3250, 
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N, the time of this king Jotham began the prophet Micah 
to prophety * ; and continued through his reign, and the 
teigns of his ſon and grandſon, Ahaz and Hezekiah. To- 


- gether with the hiſtories of theſe kings, and of their contem- 


porary kings of Iſrael, his prophecy will be read moſt ad- 
vantageouſly. For it relates to both the kingdoms of Iſrael 
and Judah, denouncing great judgments unto them, for their 
many and great tranſgreſſions therein ſet forth; interming- 


ling ſometimes ſome comfortable promiſes of deliverance and 


reſtoration, to bear them up from utterly fainting under the 
exerciſes they ſhould meet withal. 

Let us now, leaving Jotham qn the throne of Judah, ob- 
ſerve with what a ſwift motion the wheel of government 
wharled round in the kingdom of Ifrael. | | 

Jeroboam the ſon of Joaſh being dead, 2 Kings xiv. 29. 
his ſon Zechariah ſucceeded to the crown of Iſrael , in the 
eight-and-thirtieth year of Uzziab king of Judah, But as 
he did that which was evil in the ſight of the Lord, as 
his fathers had done (not departing from the ſins, of  Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, the calviſh idols, whereby he made 
Iſrael to fin) ; ſo he enjoyed the crown but a little while, 


* Micah i. A. M. 3260, f 2 Kings xv. 2. 
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For at the end of fix months, Shallum the fon of Jabeſh 
conſpiring againſt him, ſmote him before the people; and 
having ſlain him, reigned in his ſtedde. 
This Zechariah was the fourth from Jehu, and the laſt 
king of his race; in whom was fulfilled that gracious pro- 
miſe, which the Lord was pleaſed to make to Jehu, as a 
reward for his courage, zeal, and diligence, in executing 
the judgment which God had commanded” him to execute 
upon the houſe of Ahab; that he and his ſeed ſhould fit 
on the throne of Iſrael unto the fourth generation. 
But the meaſure which Shallum meaſured to Zechcriah 
was meaſured to him again, with this difference, that where- 
as Zechariah feigned fix months, Shallum reigned but one. 
For Menahem the ſon of Gadi, going up from Tirzah to 
Samaria, ſmote Shallum there; and having flain him, poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of the kingdom. 8 Fe 
For an account of the reſt of the acts of theſe three kings, 
Zechariah, Shallum, and Menahem, we are referred to the 
book of the Chronicles. of the kings of Iſrael; of whom 
yet no mention is made, ſo much as by name, in either of 
thoſe books of Chronicles which we have. Which makes 
it ſtill more evident, that that book, ſo often referred to, 
18 loſt. | | LES 
As ſoon as Menahem was ſettled on the throne, he ſmote 
Tiphſah (a city of Iſrael) and all that were therein, and 
in the coaſts thereof, becauſe they did not open their gates 
to receive him, or declare for him. And fo inhumanly 
barbarous was he, that when he had taken the place, he 
ripped up all the women therein that were with child. 
Theſe were very bloody times, wherein violence, murders, 
rapines, and all manner of immoralities, as well as ſuper- 
ſtitions and 1dolatries, reigned ; fer all the kings of Iſtael, 
from Jehu, did evil in the ſight of the Lord. So that there 
was abundant matter for the prophets [ Hoſea, Amos, Micah, 
yea, and Iſaiah too] to declaim againſt. | ns; 
But when the admonitions, reproofs, and threatenings 
by the prophets, did not prevail to reclaim the people, the 
Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of Pul, king of Aﬀyria '(whom 
ſome take to be that king of Nineveh, then the chief city 
of the Aſſyrian monarchy, who is ſaid to have repented at 
the preaching of Jonah) to come ip àgainſt the land, 1 Chron. 
V. 26. Which when Menahem, Iſrael's new king, under- 
ſtood, he politicly ſtooped to Pul; and making him a pre- 
| . s h ſent 
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Fent of a thouſand talents of filver (three hundred ſeventy- 
Ave thouſand . - which he raiſed out of all the weal- 
thy men of Iſrael, exacting from each man fifty ſhekels ; 


he thereby prevailed with king Pul not only to withdraw 


. his forces out of the land, but before he went, to confirm 


the kingdom in his hand. 

By this means he poſſeſſed the crown ten years, and then 
dying, left it to Pekahiah his fon, who kept it but two 
years. For he following the ſteps of his father, who did 


evil in the fight of the Lord, and walking in the fin of 


Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat; Pekah, a captain of his, en- 
tering into a conſpiracy - againſt him, with Argob and Arieh, 
and fifty men of the Gileadites, ſmote him in the king's 
palace in Samaria; and having {lain him, reigned in bis 
ſtead. But he too, like the reſt that went before him, did 
evil in the ſight of the Lord, not departing from the fins 
of [eroboam the fon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fin. 

In the ſeventeenth year of Pekah's reign, Jotham king 
of Judah dying, Ahaz his ſon aſcended the throne of that 
kingdom, * and proved a very wicked king. For he not 
only did not that which was right in the fight of the 
Lord, like his anceſtor king David ; but he walked in the 
ways of the kings of Iſrael, even the-worſt of them. For 
he made molten images for Baalim (the whole herd of 
lefſer gods worſhipped by the heathen). He ſacrificed, and 
burnt incenſe in the high-places, and on the hills, and under 
every green tree. Nay he burnt incenſe in the valley of the ſon 
of Hinnom {a place not far from Jeruſalem) and made his 
ſon to paſs through the fire, according to the abominations 
of the heathen, whom the Lord- had caſt out from before 
the children of Iſrael. b 

This paſſing through the fire, interpreters ſay, was done 
either by cauſing the child to paſs to Molech between two 
fires, made near one to the other for that purpoſe, whereby 
the child was not killed, but conſecrated to that idol; or 
by ſhutting up the child in the body of that idol, which 
was made of . braſs, in the ſhape of a man (fave that the 
head was like the head of an ox) ſo great in bulk, that 
his body was divided or parted within into ſeven diſtinct 
chapels or cells, into one of which the child to be facri- 
ficed being put, was burnt to death by the heat, which a 
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fire from without ſent in through the braſs, And that the 
ſhrieks and outcries of the children, thus tormented, might 
not be heard by the parents, or others ſtanding by, drums 
mean while were beaten; from whence the place was called 
Tophet, which ſignifies a drum, as Marius d' Aſſigny tells 
us in his Hiſtory of the Heathen Gods, book iii. p. 21, 22. 
And probable it is that ſo Ahaz his ſon (or children) was 
ſerved: for whereas the text in Kings ſays, He made 
his ſon to paſs through the fire; the text in Chronicles 
hath it, He burnt his children in the fire.“ 80 
For theſe ſo many and ſo great abominations, the Lord 
puniſhed Ahaz and Judah by the kings of Syria and of 
Iſrael. But here ariſes ſome diſagreement in the ſtory, as 
of the Chronicle. M4 — 35 
For in 2 Chron. xxviii. 5, &c. we read, That the Lord 
delivered Ahaz into the hand of the king of Syria, who 
ſmote him, and carried away a great multitude of his people 
captives to Damaſcus. And that he was delivered alſo into 
the hand of Pekah king of Iſrael, who ſmote him with a 
great ſlaughter; ſlaying in one day an hundred and twenty 
thouſand valiant men of Judah, and carrying away captives 
to Samaria two hundred thouſand women and children, with 
much ſpoil. | 
On the other hand, in 2 Kings xvi. 5. it is ſaid, That 
Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah ſon of Remaliah, king 
of Iſrael, came up to Jeruſalem to war: and they beſieged 
Ahaz, but could not overcome him. 'The ſame account alfo 
we have of it by the prophet Ifaiah * where he ſays ex- 
preſly, That in the days of this king Ahaz, Rezin the 
king of Syria, and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah king of 


it is related in the book of the Kings, and in the book 


©. Ifrael, went up towards Jeruſalem, to war againſt it, but 


could not prevail againſt it.“ 

Jo accommodate this diverſity in the relation, let us ſup- 
poſe, either that the account given of this matter in the 
book of the Kings, and by the prophet Ifaiah, related to 
one- time, and that which is given in the book of Chronicles 
to another; or, that thoſe two kings of Syria and Iſrael, 
though with their joint forces they did beſiege Jeruſalem, 
could not take the city, but were forced to raiſe their ſiege, 
and then committed thoſe other hoſtilities, whereby they 


* Iſaiah. 
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= and took captive ſo many, in other parts of the king- 


For; there. ſeems to be. no ground for ſuſpicion of any 
miſtake of the ſcribe in either place; the text in Kings, 
and in the prophecy of Haiah agreeing, though not written 
by the ſame hand. And although the account is given but 
ſhort and naked. in the book of Kings, yet in the prophecy 
of Iſaiah it 3s ſet forth at large, with many confirming cir- 
cumſtances. And ſo is the other relation alſo, which is given 
2 Chron. xxviii. | 

With reſpeR to the ſiege of Jeruſalem, the prophet Iſaiah 
Jets forth, That when Ahaz and his people quivered for 
fear, at the report of the two kings of Syria and Iſrael 
coming with united forces againſt them, the Lord ſent him 
forth to meet Ahaz, and to bid him take heed and be quiet, 
and not fear, nor be faint-hearted, becauſe of the two tails 
of thoſe ſmoaking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin 
with Syria, and of the fon of Remaliah (who was Pekab, 
king of Iſrael) for though, ſaid he, they have taken evil 
counſel againſt thee, ſaying, Let us go up againſt Judah, 
and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and 
« ſet up a king (of our own making) in the midſt of it, 
even the ſon of Tabael (uncertain whom, or whence : ſome 
think a Syrian, others an Iſraelite); yet thus ſaith the 
Lord, It ſhall not ftand, neither ſhall it come to paſs. 
For the head of Syria is Damaſcus, and the head of Da- 
< maſcus is Rezin, And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's fon (Pekah.) But 
© within threeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim be broken, 
that it be not a people. ; | 

Nor is the relation of the many. priſoners, which the 
Iſraelites took of Judah, and carried captive with the ſpoil 
to Szmaria, leſs ſupported with remarkable circumſtances. 

For we read in 2 Chron. xxviii. that when they brought 

in their captives to Samaria, a prophet of the Lord, whoſe 
name was Oded, went out to them, and thus reproved the 
Ifraclitiſh army, both for the ſlaughter they had made, and 
the priſoners, they had taken: 

_ * Behold, faid he, becauſe the Lord God of your fathers 
« was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them into your 
© hand, and ye have ſlain them in a rage, that reacheth 
up unto heaven. And now ye purpoſe to keep under 

the children of Judah and Jeruſalem, for bondmen and 
| | 55 * bondwomen 
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-« bondwomen unto you. But are there not even with you 
« alſo fins againſt the Lord your God? Now therefore, hear 
ye me, and deliver the priſoners again which ye have 


© taken captive of your brethren ; for the fierce wrath of 


God is upon you.” NE | 

This ſtirred certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim 
(who are here put for Iſrael) to ſtand up againſt them that 
came from the war, and ſay to them, Ye ſhall not bring 
the captives hither : for whereas we have offended againſt 
the Lord, ye go the way to add more to our fins, and 
© to our PAY which is ſo great already, that there is. 
« fierce wrath againſt Iſrael.” - 

The ſoldiers thereupon leaving both the captives and the 
ſpoil before. the princes and the congregation, the principal 
'rulers took the captives ; and having with the ſpoil clothed 
and ſhod all ſuch of them as had been ſtripped by the 
ſoldiers, they gave them to eat and to drink, and anointed: 

em (dreſſing the wounds of ſuch of them as were hurt;) 


and ſetting the feeble of them upon aſſes, brought them to 


Jericho to their brethren, themfelves returning to Samaria. 7 
However it was, this is evident, that although the Lord 


had by his prophet aſſured Ahaz, that the Syrians with 


Iſrael ſhould not prevail to take the city Jeruſalem, and 
offered to confirm it to him by whatſoever ſign he would 
aſk ; yet would not that. ſtubborn king aſk any ſign (under 
an hypocritical pretence, that he would not tempt God); 


neither yet would he truſt to the Lord for preſervation and 


deliverance, But he ſent to the king of Affyria to: come 
and help him; and to induce: him thereunto, ſent him for 
a preſent the ſilver and the gold that was found in the 
houſe of the Lord. and in the king's treaſury ;. offering to 
become a tributary to him, and giving his ambaſſadors 
in charge to ſay to the Aſſyrian monarch in his name, I 
am thy ſervant and thy ſon: come up, and ſave me out 
« of the hand of the king of Syria, and of the king of 
Iſrael, which riſe up againſt me.” $9 

Tiglath - pileſer, the then king of Aſſyria (called alſo 
Tilgath-pilneſer, 2 Chron. xxviii. 20.) was not backward 
to come. Yet before he could come, Rezin king of Syria 
had recovered from Judah the city Elath, which king Uz- 


ziah, grandfather of Ahaz, had taken from the Syrians, 
and driving the Jews from thence, replanted his Syrians 7 


therein. 
85 T 2 But 


# 


| ſpeaks of it again as come. 


© [ſrael) with threfhing inſtruments o 
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But when Tiglath- pileſer was come, he made ſhort work 


with Rezin®, for drawing up his army againſt Damaſcus, he 


took it; and having ſlain king Rezin, he carried away the 


people of Damaſcus captives to Kir; which Tremellius takes 


to be a city or place in Media, ſubject to the Aſſyrian monar- 


chy, and from thence called afterwards Syromedia. And 


herein Filgath - pileſer anſwered his name, which ſignifies, He 
hath taken away a marvellous captivity. 

This ſpoiling of Damaſcus the prophet Iſaiah foreſaw and 
foretold, not only in ſome darker paſſages in the ſeventh 
chapter of his prophecy, but openly and directly in the eighth 
chapter. Where having typically repreſented his going -in 
unto his wife, ſhe thereupon conceiving, and bearing a ſon, 


whoſe name he called Maher-ſhalal-haſhbaz (that is, In 


making ſpeed to the ſpoil, he haſteneth the prey) and his re. 
cording all this by God's command in a great roll, before 
ſufficient witneſſes ; he told them expreſly, that before that 
child ſhould have knowledge to cry, My father and my 
© mother,” the riches of Damaſcus, and the ſpoil of Samaria, 
{hall be taken away before the king of Aſſy ria, Ifa. viii. 4. 


And although he joins there the ſpoil of Samaria with that of 
Damaſcus, the ſequel of the ſtory will ſhortly ſhew the com- 
pleting of that alſo. And as he there foretold it juſt before 


it came, ſo in the ſeventeenth chapter of his prophecy. he 


Nor did Iſalah only foreſhew-this ſtroke upon Damaſcus ; 
but his contemporary, the prophet Amos, that poor, plain 


herdſman, foretold it in direct terms. Theſe are his words: 
Thus faith the Lord, For three tranſgreſſions of Damaſcus, 


and for four, I will not turn away the puniſhment thereof, 
© becauſe they threſhed Gilead (a * of the country of 

iron; but I will fend 
c a fire into the houſe of Hazael, which ſhall devour the 
c palaces of Benhadad (two kings of Syria, father and ſon, 
great oppreſſors of Iſrael}. I will break alſo the bar of 
Damaſcus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of - 
6 Aven, and him that holdeth the ſceptre from the houſe of 
Eden; and the people of Syria (for thoſe three places, 
< Damaſcus, Aven, and Eden, are taken to comprehend the 
< whole kingdom of Syria) ſhall go into captivity unto Kir, 
« ſaith the Lord, Amos i. 3, &c. ſee alſo chap. iii. 12. 
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| When 


was come to Damaſcus, he haſtened thither to him. And 
being there, he ſaw an altar, which, for the form thereof, 


much pleaſed him: wherefore cauſing a pattern of it to 


be exactly taken, he ſent it to Urijah the prieft at Jeru- 


ſalem, for him to make ſuch another by it. The prieſt (in- 


ſtead of inſtructing the king better, as his office required) 


being, it ſeems,. an hypocritical time-ſerver, built an altar 
by that pattern, againſt king Ahaz came back from Da- 


maſcus. | 


Now when the king, being returned, found this new altar 


ready, he not only offered thereon, but cauſed the altar of the 


Lord (the brazen altar which ſtood before the Lord) to be ; 
brought from the fore front of the houſe of the Lord, and 


(that it might not ſtand between his altar and the houfe of the 
Lord) he ſet it on the north fide of this altar of his, com- 


manding Urijah the prieſt to offer all the burnt-offerings at 


this altar, and reſerve the brazen altar for him to inquire of 


the Lord by. And that temporizing prieſt did all this juſt as 


the king commanded him, 


Nor was this the only innovation that Ahaz made in the 


things belonging to the worſhip of God. But he alfo cut off 
the borders of the baſes (mentioned in 1 Kings vii. 27, &e.) 
and removed the laver from off them, ver. 38. and took 
down the ſea from off the brazen oxen, ver. 23. and ſet it 


upon a pavement of ſtones. The covert alſo for the ſabbath - 


(which was built to receive and ſhelter the prieſts that at- 


tended from ſabbath to ſabbath) together with the king's en- 


try, turned he from the houſe of the Lord, becauſe of the 


king of Aﬀyria. Which is taken to have been done, either in 
flattery, to pleaſe the king of Aſſyria, by ſhewing him how 


little he regarded the ordinances cf the Lord; or elſe for fear 


of the king of Afſyria, and to ſecure himſelf, in cafe the king. 


of Aſſy ria would aſſail him alſo, which he had ſome reaſon to 
doubt, For though the king of Aſſyria, at his requeſt, came 
and ſmote his enemies, yet he did no otherwiſe help him: 


nay, he is ſaid to have diſtreſſed him, but not ſtrengthened 


him. 2 Chron. xxviil. 20. | 

And indeed, if the Aſſyrian had then come on againſt 
Ahaz, he was but in an ill condition to have withſtood him. 
For becauſe of his ſore tranſgreſſions, whereby he had made 
Judah naked, the Lord had brought Judah low. For on the 


one hand, the Edomites had come again, aud ſmitten Judah, 
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and carried away captives; on the other hand, the Philiſtines 

invading the cities of the low-country, and of the ſouth of- 

| Judah, had taken many cities, with their villages, and ſeated 
themſelves therein | 

But though Ahaz was thus diſtreſſed, yet did he ſtill treſ- 
paſs the more againſt the Lord. For he not only ſet up an 
altar of the heatheniſh faſhion, but he ſacrificed alſo unto the 
gods of Damaſcus which had ſmitten him. This he did; to 
make them propitious to him. For, ſaid he, Becauſe the 
gods of the kings of Syria help them, I will ſacrifice to 
them, that they may help me:“ but they were the ruin of 
him, and of all Iſrael ; where Iſrael is ſet for Judah. 

Befides all this, he gathered together the veſſels of the 
houſe of the Lord, and cut them to pieces, and then ſhutting 
up the doors of the houſe of the Lord, he made altars in 
every corner of Jeruſalem; and in all the ſeveral cities of 
Judah he made high-places, to burn incenſe in unto other 
gods, ſo provoking to anger the Lord God of his fathers. 
At length, having reigned fixteen years, he died, and was 
buried in the city of Jeruſalem ; but they brought him not. 
into the fepulchres of the kings. 
But Ahaz lived to ſee Pekah king of Iſrael (who had 
joined with Rezin king of Syria againft him) diſtreſſed as. * 
well as himſelf. For Tiglath-pileſer, the Aſſyrian king, 
having ſpoiled Damaſcus, the metropolis of Syria, fell upon 
Ijon, and Abel-beth-maachah, Janoah and Kediſh, - Hazor, 
Gilead and Galilee, and all the land of Naphtali (cities and 
countries belonging to Iſrael) and carried the inhabitants 
captive to Aſſyria. This perhaps might give encouragement 
to Hoſhea, the ſon of Elah, to conſpire againſt Pekah ; for 
quickly after this he flew him, and reigned in his ſtead. 

Hoſhea took the kingdom with all its incumbrances*, 
which by this time were grown to be many and great. For 
though he himſelf paſſed in the middle rank of the bad kings, 
doing evil in the fight of the Lord; but not as ſome of the 
kings of Iſrael that had been before him; yet the kings his 
predeceſſors, with the body of the people, having through a 
long ſeries of time gone on in a courſe of diſobedience and 
rebellion againſt 'the Lord, ſlighting the admonitions, and 
diſregarding the threatenings of the Lord by his prophets, 
had ſo highly provoked the Lord, that now: he ſent the king 


* 2 Kings xvits 
of 


3 


. 


of 


of Aſſyria, whom he called the rod of his anger, Iſa. x: 5. 
to call them to an account. So that Hoſhea was ſcarce 
ſettled on the throne, when Salmaneſer, the Aﬀyrian king, 
came up againſt him. 

Hoſhea, for that time, pacified him with ſubmiſſion, ſub- 
jecting himſelf to him as a tributary prince, and making him 


ample preſents. But this ſerved not long. For after a while, 


Hoſhea neglected to pay his tribute, and withal tampered with 
So, king of Egypt, to afliſt him to caſt off the Aſſyrian yoke, 
which he had fo lately taken on him. Which when Sal- 


maneſer underſtood, he came up with his forces through all 


the land, and laid fiege to Samaria. | 
Three years Samaria held out the fiege, before the Aﬀyrian 


could take it.“ But at the three years end (which was the 


ninth year of Hoſhea) Salmaneſer took Samaria, and ſhutting 
up king Hoſhea in priſon, and in bonds, he carried Iſrael 
away captives into Aſſyria, and placed them in Halah and in 
Habor, by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes. Among theſe captives, Tobit, then a young man, 
was one, whoſe ſtory hath a diſtinct book in the Apocrypha. 
Thus were the ten tribes diſpoſſeſſed of the land of Canaan, 
the land promiſed to Iſrael their father, whoſe name they 
bore. And that the juſtice of God may appear in thus diſ- 
inheriting them, the cauſe is ſet forth, with great amplifica- 
tion, in this 17th chapter of the ſecond book of Kings, from 
ver. 7. to 24. But is contracted into this brief ſum, chap. 


xviüi. 12. © Becauſe they obeyed not the voice of the Lord” 


* their God, but tranſgreſſed his covenant, and all that Moſes, 


. © the ſervant of the Lord, had commanded ; and would not 


© hear them, nor do them. b ; | 

All the prophets of God, who propheſied in thoſe times, 
foretold this captivity. As the prophet Iſaiah, chap. viii. 

4. and chap. ix. 9. to the end. The prophet Hoſea, chap. 
viii. ver. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and chap. x. ver. 5, 6, 7. 14, 1. 
and chap. xiii. 16. The prophet Amos, chap. iii. 9. to the 
end; Chap. v. 2, 3. 5. vi. 7. and vii. 17. And the pro- 
phet Micah, chap. 1. 5, 6, &c. and chap. ii. 3, 4, Kc. 

The Iſraelites being thus carried out of their own land into 
Aſſyria, the Aſſyrian king drew forth divers colonies of his 
people from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and 
from Sepharvaim (places belonging to that monarchy) and 
{ſending them into the land of Canaan, placed them in the 
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cities of Samaria, inſtead of the children of Iſrael; and they 
poſſeſſing Samaria, dwelt in the cities thereof. 
This re- peopling of Samaria, and the other cities of Iſrael, 
is aſcribed to Eſarhaddon, Eſra iv. 2. But he being the 
grandſon of Salmaneſer, by whom the country was depopu- 
lated, it may be conſidered whether it be probable the country 
lay waſte, and uninhabited, for ſo many years as were between 
the grandfather and grandſon; and whether they who were 
ſent by Eſarhaddon might not be a ſecond colony. 

However, they who came firſt, at their firſt coming to 
dwell there, met with but rough entertainment. For not 
fearing the Lord (that is, not performing any ſort of worſhip 
to him, but polluting the holy land with their ſeveral ſorts of 
foul idolatries) the Lord ſent lions among them, which flew 
many of them. Ee 

This ſtruck ſuch terror on the reſt, that they ſent meſ- 
ſengers to the king of Aſſyria, to complain of this grievance; 
who acquainted him, that the nations which he had removed, 
and placed in the cities of Samaria, were infeſted, and many 
of them ſlain by lions, which the God of the land had ſent 
among them, becauſe they, not knowing the manner how that 
God uſed to be ſerved, had not performed any worſhip to him. 

The king thereupon, that he might provide for the ſafety 
of the people, gave order that one of the prieſts, that had 
been brought with the other captives out of the land of Iſrael, 
ſhould be carried back thither again, that he might dwell 
there, and teach theſe new inhabitants the manner or way 
of worſhip of the God of the land. | | 
Notwithſtanding which, as the colonies conſiſted of a 

- medley of divers ſorts of people drawn out of ſeveral pro- 
vinces and nations* ; ſo every nation of them made gods of 
their own (according to the manaer of the place they came 
from) and put them in the houſes of the high places, which 
. the Iſraelites (called here the Samaritans, becauſe Samaria 
was the metropolis, or chief city of that kingdom) had made, 
1 every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. | 
NF For the men that came from Babylon ſet up Succoth-benoth 
1 for their god; which Godwyn tells us, from the Hebrew 
1 5 doctors, was the picture of an hen with her chickens. Moſes 
1 and Aaron, l. iv. c. 7. a | 
1 They that came from Cuth (or Cutharth) made Nergal 
| | | their god: which Godwyn (ubi ſupra) ſays, the Hebrew 


[| | * 2 Kings xvii; 
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doctors interpret, Gallum fylveftrem ; and Wilſon calls it a 


woodcock. Chriſtian Dictionary, verbo Nergal. But D' Aſ- 
ſigny ſays, Nergal was a continual fire. Hit. of the Heathen 
Gods, book firſt, p. 103. 178 FTW 
The men of Hamath ſet up Aſhima for their god, re- 
preſented by a goat. Godwyn, «bi ſupra. | 
The Avites had two; Nibhaz, ſuppoſed to be the ſame 
with Anubis, which the Egyptians worſhipped in the image 
of a dog; and Tartak, in the form of an aſs. Godwyn, ib. 
They that came from Sepharavim had two alſo; Adra- 
melech and Anamelech. Which Godwyn (ub: ſupra) ſays, 
had the repreſentation, the former of a mule, the latter of 
an horſe. But becauſe the Sepharavites are here ſaid to 
barn their children in the fire to theſe gods of theirs, ſome 
have thence conjectured, that theſe two idols were the ſame 


with Moloch (or Molech) whoſe name they have aſſumed. 


Hiſt. of Heathen Gods, 1. 1. p. 92. | 

That theſe contemptible gods might not want ſuitable 
attendants, theſe new planters made to themſelves, of the 
loweſt amongſt them, prieſts of the high places, which ſa- 
crificed for them there. And thus they patched up a mongrel 
religion, fearing the Lord (that is, pretending to worſhip 
him) yet ſerving their own gods; paying indifferently their 
devotions to Bethel's calf, and their own idols, with the 


ſame rites, and after the ſame manner, as the Iſraelites had 


formerly done, according as they were inſtructed by their 
Ifraelitiſh, but apoſtate, prieſts, | 


But as for the Ifraelites who were gone into captivity, 


all their afflictions and diſtreſſes, even this laſt and greateſt 
of perpetual bondage, did not reclaim them ; but they went 
on 1n their accuſtomed evil courſes, not fearing the Lord, 
nor doing nor keeping the ſtatutes, ordinances, law, and 
commandment, which the Lord had given to the children 
of Jacob, whom he named Iſrael. | 
This was the end of the Iſraelitiſn kingdom; that is, of 
the ten tribes which revolted from Rehoboam the ſon of 
Solomon, and ſet up Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat againſt 
him. And this was the beginning and riſe of that mun- 
grel-people, who (from the city and country of Samaria, 
where they lived) were afterwards called Samaritans ; ene- 
mies to the Jews, and, as ſuch, rejected by them. 3 
But Judah's day was yet ſomewhat lengthened. For though 
Ahaz (the laſt of her kings that Wwe have yet mentioned) 


had 


f 
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had by his egregious wickedneſs drawn her judgment ſome- 
what forward; yet his fon and ſucceſſor, Hezekiah (a good 
fon of an evil father) by his obedient and humble walking 
with the Lord, may be thought to have for a while pro- 
trated it. For he is ſaid to have done that which was 
right in the fight of the Lord, according to all that his 


anceſtor David did. 


He began early to give evidence of his zeal for God, 
and for the true worſhip of God. For in the firft year 
of his reign (which was the five-and-twentieth of his age) 


.and in the firſt month of the year, he cauſed the doors 
of the houſe. of the Lord (which his father had ſhut up, 
2 Chron. xxviii. 24.) to be opened and repaired. Then 


having gathered the prieſts and the Levites together, he 
gave them in charge, firſt to ſanctify themſelves, and then 


to ſanctify the houſe of the Lord God of their fathers, by 


carrying the filthineſs out of the holy place. For, ſaid 
© he, our fathers have treſpaſſed, and done that which was 
evil in the fight of the Lord our God, and have forſaken 


him, and turned away their faces from the habitation of 
© the Lord, and have even turned their backs upon it. They 


* have alfo ſhut up the doors of the porch, and have put 

| al incenſe; nor offered 
< burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God of Iſrael. 
©: Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was upon Judah and 
© Jeruſalem, and he hath delivered them into their ene- 
mies hands, as ye have ſeen. For our fathers, ye know, 


_ © have fallen by the ſword, and our wives and children 


were in captivity for this.“ Wherein it is probable he 
had an eye to the flaughter, which Pekah, late king of 
Iſrael, had made of the men' of Judah, and the great number 
of priſoners taken in the time of king Ahaz his father, 
2 Chron. xxviii. 6. and 8. 

Then going on he tells them, Now it is in my heart 
© to make a covenant with the Lord God of Iſrael, that his 
© ferce wrath may turn away from us. Now therefore my 
« ſons (ſaid he) be not negligent; for the Lord hath choſen 
you to ſtand before him, that ye may ſerve him, and mi- 
© nifter unto him, and burn incenſe before him.“ 

The Levites and the prieſts, thus authoriſed and encou- 
raged, gathered their brethren together, and, having ſancti- 


* 2 Kings xvii, E 2 Chron, Xxix. 
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fied themſelves, came, according to the commandment of 


! 


gt the king, to do the Lord's buſineſs, in cleanſing the houſe 
d of the Lord. And the prieſts, going into the inner part, 
8 brought out all the uncleanneſs that they found in the temple 
£ of the Lord to the Levites; who taking it of them, car- 
4 ried it out abroad, and caſt it into the brook: Kidron (a 
of riyulet which ran in the valley between Jeruſalem and the 


mount of Olives, and in the New. Teſtament is called Ce- 
dron, John xviii. 1.) And ſuch diligence they did uſe 


* 


# therein, that beginning on the firſt day of the firſt month, 
) they came on the eighth day to the porch of the Lord. 
- And having in eight days cleanſed the houſe of the Lord, 
s they cleanſed the outward court in eight days more; ſo 
p that by the fixteenth day of the ſame month they had made 
© a full end. 1D AN 
I Having then reported to king Hezekiah that they. had” 
* cleanſed all the houſe of the Lord, and the altar of burnt- 
5 offering, and the ſhew- bread table, with all the veſſels be- 
» longing to each; and moreover, that they had looked up 
- all the veſſels, which his father king Ahaz had caſt away 
f in his tranſgreſſion, and had prepared and ſanctiſied them, 
i and ſet them before the altar of the Lord; the king, with 
p his rulers, went early up to the houſe: of the Lord, and 
4 offered burnt-offerings and ſacrifices in ſuch abundance; that 
. the priefts were too few to ſlay them, and were glad to 
4 accept the help of their brethren the Levites (who were 
8 more upright, and forward to ſanctify themſelves, than were 
5 the prieſts) until the work was ended, and till more of 
8 the prieſts had ſanctified themſelves. And thus was the ſer- 
2 vice of the houſe of the Lord ſet in order, to the mutual 
f i rejoicing of both king and people. © > © ag 
5 The way being thus fairly opened to a' thorough refor- 
> mation, and ſo good a progreſs made therein, the next ſtep 
was the keeping of the paſſover: which by reaſon of the 
$ diviſion of the kingdom, and the frequent commotions, * 
* diſturbances, and troubles that happened thereupon, had not 
1 been kept in due manner for a long time. But now, the 
4 king having adviſed with his princes about it, it was de- 
I termined, that ſince it could not be kept in that firſt month 
(which was the regular time for it) becauſe neither had 
1 the prieſts yet ſanctiſied a ſufficient number of | themſelves 


* 2 Kings xviii, 2 Chron. XXX. 
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for the work, nor could the people have timely notice to 
aſſemble themſelves together at Jeruſalem to it ; it ſhould 
be kept in the ſecond month, and proclamation thereof 
ſhould be made from Beerſheba even unto Dan (the whole 
length of the land of Judea;) that ſo not only the two 
tribes of the kingdom of Judah, but all ſuch alſo of the 
ten tribes of Iſrael, as, having eſcaped the hands of the 
kings of Aſſyria, were not gone into captivity (for the Aſ- 
1 — beſom had not ſwept all away) might have notice 
it. | 

To that end, letters were diſpatched by poſt, from the 
king and his princes, throughout all Iſrael and Judah; and 
thoſe that were directed to the remnant of Iſrael were thus 

© Ye children of Iſrael, turn again unto the Lord God 
© of Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, and he will return to the 
© remnant of you that are eſcaped out of the hand of the 
© kings of Aſſyria. And be not ye like your fathers, and 

© hke your brethren, who treſpaſſed againſt the Lord God 
_ © of their fathers, and were therefore given up by him to 
deſolation, as ye ſee. Now be not ye ftiff-necked, as 
your fathers were, but yield yourſelves unto the Lord, 
and enter into his ſanctuary, which he hath ſanctified for 
ever, and ſerve the Lord your God, that the fierceneſs 
of his wrath may turn away from you. For if ye turn 
again unto the Lord your God, your brethren and your 
children ſhall find compaſſion before them that have led 
© them captive, ſo that they ſhall come again into this land; 
« for the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and 
will not turn away his face from you, if ye return to 
© him.” e 54 

With theſe letters the poſts paſſed from city to city, 
through the countries of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, even unto 
Zebulun ; but they laughed them to ſcorn, and mocked them. 
So little of good had that great calamity, which had ſo 
lately befallen their brethren, wrought upon them. Ne- 
vertheleſs, divers of Aſher, and of Manaſſeh, and of Ze- 
bulun too, humbled themſelves, and came to Jeruſalem. 

But in Judah, the power of God (figuratively expreſſed 
by his hand) - wrought ſo effectually, that with one heart 
they applied themſelves to do the commandment of the king 
uy of the princes, which they were ſenſible proceeded from 
the word of the Lord, So that there aſſembled at gre | 
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much people, a very great congregation, to keep the fe aſt | 


of nnleavened bread in the ſecond month. | . 
But becauſe the falſe worſhip muſt be done away, before 
the true can be rightly and acceptably performed, the firit 
thing they did, being thus met together, was the taking 
away all the idolatrous altars that were in Jeruſalem, and 


caſting them into the brook Kidron. Which done, and the 
| pe and the Levites having ſanctified themſelves, they 


illed the paſſover on the fourteenth day of the ſecond 
month (obſerving the right day, though they could not for 
that time obſerve the right month) and brought in the burnt- 
offerings into the houſe of the Lord. WES | 


And becauſe many in the congregation were not ſanc- 


tified (for a multitude of the people out of Ephraim, Ma- 
naſſeh, Iſſachar, and Zebulun, had not cleanſed themſelves, 
who yet were admitted to eat the paſſover, though againſt 
the law, Levit. vii. 20.) the Levites were charged to kill 
Their paſſovers for them (which, had they been clean, they 


- themſelves ſhould have done, Levit. 1.'5.) And good king 


Hezekiah (knowing how much the inward preparation of 


the heart exceeded the outward ceremomous cleanſing) of. 


fered this atoning prayer to the Lord for them, ſaying, 

© The good Lord pardon every one that prepareth his 
© heart to ſeek God, even the Lord God of his fathers, 
© although he be not cleanſed according to the purification 
© of the ſanftuary.*” And ſo acceptable to the Lord was 


this pious requeſt, that he hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed 


the people. 


The reſt of this great ſolemnity (the greateſt that had 
been performed in Jeruſalem ſince the time of king So- 
lomon) the reader may fee in the remainder of this chapter, 


2 Chron, xxx. | | 
Now when all this was finiſhed, all Iſrael that were pre- 


ſent went out to the cities of judah by king Hezekiah's 


command, and brake the images in pieces, and caſt down 


the groves, and threw down the high-places and the altars , 
out of all Judah and Benjamin, and out of that part cf 


Ephraim and Manaffeh alſo which was ſubje& unto Judah 


(of which ſee 2 Chron. xiii 19.) until they had deffroyed * 


them all, 


Nor ſpared he the braſen ſerpent, which Moſes had made 


by the command of God, Numb. xxi. 8, 9. But becauſe 


the children of Iſrael had burnt incenſe to it, he brake it 
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an pieces, and in contempt called it Nehuſhtan, that is, a 
piece of mere braſs. | | W 
Then, that he might make a thorough reformation, he 
regulated the prieſts and Levites, with reſpe& both to their 
courſes of waiting, and the reſpective ſervices they were 
to perſorm in the houſe of the Lord, and about his wor- 
ſhip. And that they might be encouraged in their atten- 
dance, according to the law of the Lord, he commanded 
the people to give them their portion; which thereupon was 


- brought in ſo plentifully, that they all had enough to eat 


and to ſpare; ſo that ſtore- houſes were provided to lay up 

what was left, and ſtewards appointed to take the charge 

and care of receiving and diſtributing it. | | 
Thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, working. that 


which was good and right in truth before the Lord his 


God: for in every work that he undertook, in the ſervice 
of the houſe of God,. he ſought his God, according to 
the law and the commandments, and did it with all his 
heart. And indeed he clave to the Lord, and departed not 
from following him, but kept his commandments, truſting 
in the God of Ifracl ; ſo that after him was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before 
him, viz. ſince the diviſion of the Kingdom. And the Lord, 
who is never ſhort on his part, was with him, and proſpered 
him whitherſoever he went. 7, | 

In his father's time (who, for his own and his people's 


| fins, was brought low) the Philiſtines had invaded the low 


country, and the ſouth of Judah, and had taken many ci- 
ties with their villages from Judah, which they poſſeſſed 
themſelves of, and dwelt in, 2 Chron. xxviii. 18. theſe Heze- 


| kiab recovered from them, and gave the Philiſtines a full 


defeat. 1 3 
His father Ahaz had alſo, through fear, ſubjected him- 


- ſelf and the kingdom to the king of Aſſyria, 2 Kings xvi. 7. 
This being uneaſy to Hezekiah, he refuſed to ſerve the Aſ- 
Syrian any longer, and forbore to pay him tribute. Where- 
upon, in the fourteenth. year of king Hezekiah, Sennacherib, 

then king of Aſſyria, entering with an army into Judah, 

_ encamped againſt. the fenced gities, and thought to win them. 


So we read it in 2 Chron, xxxii. 1. But in 2 Kings xviii. 13. 
it is ſaid expreſly; that he came up againſt: all the fenced 
cities of Judah, and took them; with which agrees the pro- 
Phet Iſaiah, chap, Xvi. 1. 5 R 
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ſpoken by à trope of the whole for a part, „it may be 1 
underſtood that he, in the pride and haughtineſs of his heart, 


thought to have won them all; but being reſtrained,, took- 


only ſome of them. | | | 
However, Hezekiah foreſeeing that, after he had taken 
the out-cities, he would aim at Jeruſalem, the royal ſeat 
of Judah, thought fit, while he had time, to make it as. 
ſtrong as he could. Wherefore taking counſel with his ꝑrinces- 
and chief officers, and ſetting many hands to the werk, he. 
cauſed all the fountains of water, which were without the” 
city, to be. ſtopped. And cutting off the brook | Gihon] 
which ran through the middle of the land, he brought it 
down to the weſt ſide of the city of David; that ſo he 
* both ſecure himſelf of a ſufficient ſupply of water, 
and ſtraiten the enemy for want of it. Then he re- 
pa'red the wall that had been broken down, ſuppoſed by 


Joaſh king of Iſrael, in the time of Amaziah king of Ju- 


dah, 2 Chron. xxv. 23.) and having raiſed it up to the 


towers, he firengthened it with another wall without. He 


repaired alſo the fortreſs (called Millo) in the city of Da- 
vid. And having made darts and ſhields in abundance,, 
he ſet captains of war over the people, and cauſing them 
to be muſtered before him, he ſpake comfortably to them, 
bidding them be ſtrong and courageous, and be not afraid, 


nor diſmayed, becauſe of the king of Aſfyria; for ( ſaid 


he) there are more with us than with him. With him, 
indeed, is an arm of fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God. 
to help us, and to fight our battles. boy 

But although the people were ſomewhat heartened by theſe 

encouraging words; yet Hezekiah confidering the ſtrength 
of the Aſſy rian, and what he had done already, thought it 
ſafer for him to ſubmit, and thereby ſave his country from 


laughter, ſpoil, and rapine, than to try it out by the ſword. 


Wherefore ſending his ambaſſadors to the Aſſyrian king, 
who then lay with all his forces before Lachiſh, (a ciy' 
belonging to the tribe of Judah, Joſh, xv. 39.) he by them 
acknowledged his offence, intreated him to withdraw. his 
oy and promiſed to bear what penalty he would lay upon 

m 7 495 


| The Aſſyrian king thereupon! appointed him to pay three 


hundred talents of filver, and thirty tatents of gold. The 


2 Kings xvii. , 2 Chron; xxzli« - 
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three hundred talents of filver, at three hundred ſeventy- 
five pounds each talent, came to one hundred and twelve 


thouſand and five hundred pounds: and the thirty, talents 


of gold, at four thouſand five hundred pounds a-piece, came 


to one hundred thirty-and-five thouſand pounds; ſo that 


the whole ſum was two hundred forty-and-ſeven thouſand 


and five hundred pounds. 


To pay this fine, Hezekiah took all the ſilver that was 
found in the houſe of the Lord, and in the treaſures of the 
king's houſe. And that not ſufficing, he found it neceſ- 
ſary to cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of 
the Lord, and from the pillars which he had over-laid with 
gold; for it ſeems when he opened the doors of the temple 


(which his father had ſhut) and reſtored the worithip of God, 


% 
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in the beginning of his reign, he had over-laid the doors 
and pillars with plates of gold. But when the Aſſyrian 
king had gotten the money, inſtead of raifing the fiege, 
and withdrawing his forces, he ſent three of his prime com- 
manders (Tartan, Rabſaris, and Rabſhakeh) from Lachiſh, 
with a great hoſt againſt Jeruſalem, with intent (as is ſup- 
poſed) to place a garriſon therein for the king of Afſſyria. 
Theſe coming to Jeruſalem, and demanding to ſpeak with 
the king, he ſent forth to them three prime miniſters of ſtate, 
Eliakim who was comptroller, or over the houſehold, with 
Shebna the ſecretary of ſtate, and Joab the recorder. But 
when, by the coming forth of theſe, the Aſſyrians perceived 
that entrance was denied them; Rabſhakeh, in the name 


of his maſter Sennacherib, ſpake thus unto them: 


Speak ye now (ſaid he) to Hezekiah, Thus faith the 


25 great king, the king of Aſſyria, What confidence is this 


wherein thou truſteſt? Thou ſayeft,” I have counſel ahd 
ftrength for the war; but they are but vain words. On 
whom therefore doſt thou rely, that thou rebelleſt againſt 
me? Thou truſteſt (it may be) upon the ſtaff of this 
broken reed, even Egypt, on which, if a man lean, it 
will go into his hand and pierce it; for ſuch is Pharaoh 
king of Egypt unto all that truſt in hun. But if ye ſhall 
ſay unto me, We truſt in the Lord our God (I anſwer, 
What reaſon have ye to truſt in him whom ye have fo 
openly done deſpite unto? for) is not that he, whoſe high- 
places and whoſe altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and 
hath ſaid to Judah and Jeruſalem, ye ſhall worſhip before 


this (only) altar in Jeruſalem. ' 
0 7 J bal | Than 
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Then, to expreſs the higheſt contempt of Hezekiah's 
ſtrength, and to deride his weakneſs, he added, Now 
«© therefore, I pray thee, give hoſtages to my lord the king 
« of Aflyria, and I will deliver thee two thouſand horſes, ' 
if thou be but able on thy part to fer riders on them. 
* And if thou be not, how then wilt thou be able to put 
« to flight one captain of the leaſt of my maſter's ſervants ? 
But beſides, it is in vain for you to rely upon the Lord; 
«for am I now come up without the Lord againſt this 

place to deſtroy it? No, no; the Lord ſaid to me, Go. 


© up againſt this land, and deftroy hack 


Rabthakeh, it ſeems, delivered this meflage. in the Jewiſh N 


language; and that troubled Hezekiah's miniſters, leſt the 
Jews that were within hearing upon the wall ſhould be there- 


by diſcouraged. Wherefore they deſired Rabſhakeh to ſpeak: - 
to them in the Syrian language, which they told him they 
underſtood, and not talk any longer with them in the Jews - 
language, in the hearing of the people that were on . 


wall 


But Rabſhakeh, deriding their fear, thus roplied to hid 


that made that requeſt: * Hath my matter ſent me to peak _ 
« theſe. words to thy maſter. and thee only? Hath he not 
© ſent me to the men which ſit on the wall; that they may 
* know before-hand what they muſt truſt to, if they ſtand ' 


out againſt my maſter, to wit, to eat their own dung and 


© drink their own urine; that is, to undergo the atmoſt 


© extremities of a, cloſe and long ſiege.“ 


Then raiſing his voice, and directing his ſpeech to the 


people on the wall, he cried in the Jews language, Hear. 


the word of the great king, the king of Ailyria.? Upon | 


which the people giving attention, he went on: 
Thus ſaith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you; 
for he ſhall not be able to deliver you out of my hand. 


Neither let Hezekiah. make you truſt in the Lord, faying, 


© The Lord will furely deliver us, and this city ſhall not. 
© be delivered into the hand of the king of Aifyria. 
© Hearken not unto Hezekiah; for thus faith the king 


of Aſſyria, make an agreement with me, by a preſeur, 
© and come out to me, and then eat ye every man of his 


own vine, and of his own fig-tree, until I come, and take 
* you away to a land like your own; a land of corn and 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil of 
olive, and of honey, that ye may mY and not die. And 

: hearken 
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© -hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he deceived you, ſaying, 
* The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the 
© nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of the 
* king of Aſſyria? Then recounting the places he had won, 
© he went on, aſking, Where are the gods of Hamath, and 
of Arphad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Henah, 
© and Ivah? Have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand? 
© Which of all the gods of the countries hath delivered their 
country out of my hand, that the Lord ſhould deliver Je- 
« ruſalem out of my hand ? J 2 | 5 

Here Rabſhakeh ſtopped, expecting probably that the 

; 50 would have expreſſed their minds; but the people 
Id their peace, and anſwered him not; for the king's 
- commandment was, Anſwer him not a word.” £7: 
But when Eliakim, with the other two officers came back 
to king Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the 
words of Rabſhakeh ; the e king, rending his clothes alſo, 
covered himſelf with . fackcloth, and went into the houſe 
of the Lord, to beg help and deliverance from him; ſen- 
ding mean while Eliakim and Shebnah, with the elders of 
the prieſts, covered alſo with ſackcloth, to Iſaiah the pro- 
phet, to ſtir him up to ſeek the Lord for them. 

Theſe, coming to Ifaiah, ſaid, Thus faith Hezekiah, 
This is a day of trouble, and of rebuke and blaſphemy 
(to wit, in Rabſhakeh's condemning the taking away the 
high places, &c.) For the children are come to the birth, 
and there is not ſtrength to bring forth (meaning, perhaps, 
© to finiſh the reformation begun). It may be the Lord 
thy God will hear the words of Rabſhakeh, whom the 
«* king of Aſſyria his maſter hath ſent to reproach the living 
God, and will reprove them. Wherefore lift up thy prayer 

for the remnant that are left, ſince ten tribes of twelve 
are already carried away, and ſo many cities now taken 

„in Judah.” SIS | | 

The good prophet, not diſmayed with the Aſſy rian threats, 

gave them this ſhort,- but comforting anſwer : ; 

Thus ſhall ye ſay to your maſter, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
. © be not afraid of the words which thou haſt heard, with 

« which the ſervant of the king of Aſſyria hath blaſphemed 
- < me. Behold, 1 will fend a blaſt (or ſpirit) upon him, 

« — he ſhall hear a rumour, and ſhall return to his own 
6 e ; 
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Mean while Rabſhakeh, the Aſſyrian herald, having ſum- 
moned the city Jeruſalem to yield, and received no anſwer, 
was returned, to give the king his maſter an account of 
his undertaking, and found him warring againſt Libnah, a, 
city belonging to the prieſts, Joſh. xx1. 13. and 1 Chron. 
vi. 57. which, in the reign of Joram, ſon of Jehoſhaphat 
king of Judah, had revolted from Judah, 2 Kings viii. 22.) 
for Rabſhakeh had heard that Sennacherib had departed 
from Lachiſh. by | BR, i 
At Libnah it was that Sennacherib heard the rumour 
(which God by the prophet had ſaid he ſhould hear); which 
was, That his own country was invaded by Tirhakah, king 
of Ethiopia, who was come out to fight againſt him. Where-. 
fore reſolving to return home with all ſpeed, to defend his 
own land (which the blaſt, or ſpirit, that God ſent upon 
him, diſpoſed him to) he ſent meſſengers again unto king 
Hezekiah, with a ſecond fummons, in theſe haughty terms: 
© Let not thy God, in whom thou truſteſt, deceive thee, 
| © by telling thee Jeruſalem ſhall not be delivered into the 
J hand of the king of Aſſyria. Behold, thou haſt heard 
bo * what the kings of Aſſyria have done unto all lands, by 
* deſtroying them utterly : and ſhalt thou be delivered? Have 
the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers 


> 
* © have deſtroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Kezeph, and 
> © the children of Eden, which were in Thelazar? Where 
» © 15 the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king 
A of the City of Sepharvaim, of Henah, and of Ivah ?? | 
d The former ſummons was delivered by word of mouth, 
e but this was ſent by a meſſenger in a letter; which when 
g king Hezekiah had received and read, be went up into 
Ty the houſe of the Lord, and having ſpread it before the _ 
e Lord, he poured forth his ſupplication before the Lord in 
N theſe words: ; | % 
| O Lord God of Iſrael, who dwelleſt between the cheru- 
8. « bims, Thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the 
| « kingdoms of the earth; for thou haſt made both heaven 
d, and earth. Bow down, O Lord, thine ear, and hear; 
th © open thine eyes, O Lord, and ſee, and hear all the words 
ed of Sennacherib, who hath ſent to reproach the living God, 
m, * True it is, O Lord, that the kings of Aſſyria have deſtroyed 
vn the nations and their lands, and have caſt their into 
the fire; for they were no gods, but wood and ſtone, the 
« work of men's hands; 2 they have deſtroyed them. 
an | a 22 , 
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MN Now therefore, 0 Lord our God; 1 beſeech thee ſave thou 
„aus out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that chou art the Lord God, even thou only.” 


10 this fervent prayer, the Lord vouchſafed to return 


an anſwer, by his prophet Iſaiah, who ſending to Heze- 
r e eee e Se 
Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, That which thou 
© haft prayed to me againſt Sennacherib, Eing of Aſſy ria, I 
© have heard, and this is the word which the Lord hath 
© ſpoken concerning him : The virgin, the daughter of Zion, 
© hath deſpiſed thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn: The daugh- 
© ter of Jerufalem hath ſhaken her head at thee. Whom 
7 haſt thou reproached and blaſphemed? and againſt whom 
© haſt thou exalted thy voice, and. lifted up thine eyes on 
high even againſt the Holy One of Iſrael. I hen rheto- 
- © ically exaggerating his. haughty threats, he goes on: 
« By thy meſlengers thou haſt reproached the Lord, and 
© haſt ſaid, With the multitude of my chariots 1 am come 


© up to the height of the mountains, to the ſides of Leba- 


© non, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and 
© the choice fir-trees thereof, 'and will enter into the lodgings 
of his borders, and into the foreſt, and his fruitful coun- 
© try. I have digged, and drank ſtrange waters, and with 
© the ſole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of be- 
© fieged places. (Then, to take down his pride, and let him 


«© ſee that he had arrogated to himſelf what was due to the 


Lord, whoſe inſtrument only he was, the prophet- thus in- 
© terrogates him): FHaſt thou not heard, that I have done 
© it long ago, and that of ancient times I have formed 


© it? Now have I brought it to paſs, that thou ſhouldſt 


© be to lay waſte fenced cities into ruinous heaps. (And 
© to ſhew that he had not prevailed ſo much by his own 
« ſtrength, as by God's having weakened them whom he 
_ © ſubdued, the prophet adds); therefore their inhabitants 
© were of ſmall power, they were diſmayed and confounded, 
c they were as the graſs of the field, and as the green herb, 
* as the graſs on the houſe top, and as corn that is blaſted 
© before it be grown up. But I know thy abode, thy going 
© out, and thy coming in, and thy rage againſt me. Becauſe 
© thy rage againſt me, and thy tumult is come up into mine 
ears; therefore will I put my hook in thy noſe, and my 
__ © bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way 
© by which thou cameſt. Then giving Hezekiah a ſign, 
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© to confirm the certainty of his deliverance, the prophet. 
© concludes after this manner; Therefore thus faith the Lord 
concerning the king of Afyria, He ſhall not come into. 
« this city, nor ſhoot_an arrow there, nor come before it 
© with ſhield, nor caſt a bank againſt it. By the way that 
© he came ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into this city, 
« faith the Lord; for J will defend this city, to fave it, 
for mine own ſake, and for the ſake of my ſervant David.? 
But the deliverance was quicker than the ſign. For in 
that very night, the angel of the Lord went forth, and 
ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred fourſcore 
and five thouſand, amongſt which were all the mighty men 
of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of 
the king of Aſſy ria; ſo that in the morning, behold they 
were all dead corpſes. | | METRE 
Thus this haughty king, with ſhame of face, returned- 
into his own. country, and dwelt at Nineveh ; whither di- 
vine vengeance followed him. For not long after, as he 
was worſhipping in the houſe of Niſroch his god (Which 
ſome take to be the figure of Noah's ark, others, the image 
of an eagle) his two ſons, Adrammelech and Sharezer,. 
ſmote him with the ſword ; and eſcaping into the land of 
Armenia, made way for Efarhaddon, another of his ſons,. 
to aſcend the Aſſyrian throne... 2.0090 
The occaſion of this regi-parricide, not touched in the ſa- 
cred text, is in other ſtory thus delivered: | "> 
b When Sennacherib was got home, with the loſs of ſo great 
an army, he demanded of ſome about him what the reaſon 
might be, that the irrefiſtable God of heaven ſo favoured the 
Jewiſh nation. To which he was anſwered, that Abraham, 
from whom they deſcended, by ſacrificing to him his only ſon, 
had purchaſed his protection to his progeny. Whereupon the 
king replied, * If that will win him, I will ſpare him two of 
my ſons, to gain him to my fide,” Which when his ſons, 
Sharezer and Adrammelech heard, they reſolved to prevent 
their own deaths by his. See Prideaux's Introduction to 
reading hiſtory, p. 164. | | 
To theſe times may be referred thoſe propheſies of Iſaiah, 
which are contained in chap. x. and in chap. xiv. 25. and xxx. 
31. and xxxi. 8, and that of the prophet Micah, chap. v. 6. 
Thus the Lord ſaved Hezekiah, and the inhabitants of le- 
ruſalem, from the hand of Sennacherib king of Aſſyria 1, 


A. M. 3291. + 2 Chron. XxxIi. | 
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226 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 
and from all others; and both guided and guarded them on 
every fide. And fo evident it was that this deliverance was 
wrought by the immediate hand of God, that many there- 
upon brought gifts unto the Lord at Jeruſalem, and preſents 
alfo to king Hezekiah : fo that he was magnified in the fight 
of all nations from thenceforward. And indeed he had ex- 
ceeding much riches and honour, ſo that he made himſelf 
treaſuries for filver, and for gold, and for precious ſtones, 
and all manner of pleaſant jewels; an armory alſo for war- 
like weapons, and ſtore-houſes to receive the increaſe of corn,. 
wine and oil; ftalls alſo for all manner of greater cattle, and 
Cotes (or folds) for flocks; for he had very great poſſeſſions 
of flocks and herds, God having given him ſubſtance in 
abundance. 0 | 
| But in the midſt of all this afluence of riches and honour, 
| it pleaſed God to viſit him with a mortal ſickneſs, and at the 
ſame time to ſend his prophet Iſaiah to him, to bid him ſet 
his houſe in order (and fettle his affairs) for he ſhould die. 
"When Hezekiah had received this ſorrowful meſſage, he 
turned his face towards the wall (that outward objects might 
not Uiftract his thoughts), and pouring forth his ſoul in prayer 
to the Lord, he ſaid, © Remember me, O Lord, I beſeech 
<*thee, how L have walked before thee in truth, and with a 
C pers heart, and have done that which is good in thy 
3 =>, SES | | 
This ſhort prayer, e forth with plenty of tears, 
proved ſo effectual with his gracious God, that before Iſaiah 
(who, as ſoon as he had delivered his meſſage, departed) 
25 was your out into the middle court of the king's houſe, the 
word of the Lord came to him again, ſaying, © Turn again, 
and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people“, thus faith 
_ , © the Lord, the God of David thy father, 1 have. heard thy 
prayer, I have ſeen chy tears; behold I will heal thee, ſo 
© that on the third day thou ſhalt go up unto the houſe of the 
< Lord. Nor only ſo, but 1 will add unto thy days fifteen 
years. And 1 will deliver thee, and this city, out of the 
© hand of the king of Aſſyria (if he ſhould hereafter attempt 
any thing againſt thee, or it) ; and I will defend this city 
© for mine own ſake, and for the ſake of my ſervant David.” 
This ſadden return of the prophet, with a meſſage ſo di- 
realy contrary to the former, made Hezekiah take the bold- 


ä — ů—²ðĩto8 
—— — — 


—— 9 —— —— ʒ̃ — 


ogg”, IIS 


„2 Kivgs xx, Iſa. Vill. 
11 | 


neſs 


1 


as A. at” at ae ot 


r 


e 


bart III. SACRED HISTORY. 227 
neſs to aſk the prophet what the ſign ſhould be that the Lord 
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would heal him, and that he ſhould go up unto the houſe Fi 


the Lord on the third day. Ts which the prophet anſwere 


that the ſign which the Lord would give, to affure him that 
he would perform what he had ſpoken, ſhould, be at his own _ 
choice, whether to have the ſhadow 140 ten degrees forward, 


or as many backward, on the ſun- d 


Hezekiah, thinking it leſs marvellous for the ſhadow to go 
down ten degrees, choſe to have the ſhadow. return back ten 
degrees. Whereupon the good prophet Iſalah crying to the 
Lord to give this confirming fign to the ſick king, he brought 
the ſhadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone 


down on the ſun-dial *, which king Ahaz had cauſed to be 


made. And the prophet then ordering a lump of figs to be 
laid on the king's ſore, he recovered. 2 . 


As ſoon as he was recovered, he committed to writin this 


memorial of his affliction and ſorrow, and of his thankful ac- 


* * 


knowledgment to the Lord for his recovery: 


< T Haid, in the cutting off of my days, I ſhall go to the 


4 gates of the grave: I am deprived of the reſidue of my 


« years. I faid, I ſhall not fee the Lord, even the Lord in 


. © the land of the living: I ſhall behold man no more, with 


© the inhabitants of the world. Mine age is departed, and 


. © 3s removed from me, as a ſhepherd's tent: I have cut off, 


< like a weaver, my life. He will cut me off with pining 
« ſickneſs: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of 


© me. Like a crane, or a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter: I did 


* mourn as a dove; mine eyes failed with looking upward 

(which is the poſture of ſuppliants). O Lord, I am op- 
N eaſe thou me. What ſhall I ſay? He hath both 
poken unto me, and himſelf hath done it. I ſhall go ſoftlyx 
all my years, in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. O Lord, by 
theſe things men live, and in all theſe things is the life of 
my ſpirit : ſo wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. 
< Behold, for peace I had great bitterneſs 3 but thou haſt, in 
© love to my ſoul, delivered it from the pit of corruption; 


for thou haſt caſt all my fins behind thy back. For the 


grave cannot praiſe thee ; death cannot celebrate thee; 
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 


The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee ;. as I do this 


day: the father to the children ſhall make known thy truth. 


AM. 3295. 
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© The Lord was ready to ſave me; therefore we will ſing 
< my ſongs to the ſtringed inſtruments, all the days of our 
6 life, in the houſe of the Lord.” | 
I The fame of this great miracle (of the ſun's altering his 
courſe , and going backward) being ſpread far abroad, came 
to the ear of Merodach Baladan, the fon of Baladan king of 
Babylon; who thereupon ſent ambaſſadors with a preſent to 
king Hezekiah, both-. to congratulate his recovery (for he 
had heard that he had been fick) and to inquire more par- 
ticularly about that great wonder. And now for a further 
trial, that Hezekiah might ſee, and be made yet more ſen- 
ſible of his own weakneſs, God left him to act according to 
his own affections. To that purpoſe we read, in 2 Chron. 
Hille, thus left to the conduct of his own diſcretion, thought 
he could not entertain the Babyloniſh ambaſſadors more ho- 
nourably, or with greater demonſtration of hearty kindneſs 
and reſpect to their maſter, than by ſhewing them the glory and 
ſtrength of his houſe and kingdom. Wherefore leading them 
to the ſtore-houſes of his moſt precious things, he ſhewed them 
the filver, the gold, the jewels, the ſpicery, and the precious 
. ointmients ;- his armory alſo, and all his treaſures ; there was 
nothing remarkable in his houſe, or in all his dominion, that 
be ſhewed them not. g : ET, 
When he had done thus, the prophet Iſaiah came to him, 
and aſked him whence thoſe ambaſſadors came, and what they 
came about. And the king telling him they came from Ba- 
bylon: What, ſaid the prophet, have they ſeen in thy 
© houſe?* Truly all, replied the king, that was to be ſeen 
in my houſe, they have ſeen; for there is nothing among 
© my treaſures that I have not ſhewed them.” Ihen hear 
the word of the Lord,” ſaid the prophet, © Behold, the 
« days ſhall come, that all that 1s in thine houſe, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore unto this day, ſhall 
© be carried into Babylon; nothing thereof ſhall be left, ſaith 


the Lord, And of thy ſons which thou ſhalt beget, ſhall 


they take away, and they ſhall be eunuchs in the palace of 

the king of Babylon.” 
The good king, who had erred through human weakneſs, 
not ſtubborn wilfulneſs, humbly bowing to the judgment, re- 
plied: Good is the word of the Lord, which thou haſt 
| * 2 Kings xx. Iſaiah'xxxix, 


« ſpoken; 


_—- 
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ſpoken; eſpecially ſeeing there ſhall be peace and truth in 
my days.” This is that which is hinted at, in 2!Chron.. . 
xxxii. 26. where we read, that Hezekiah humbled himſelf 
for the pride of his heart, &c. Which ſhews he had/:ſomte- 
oſtentation or vain glory in ſnewing his treaſure. 
We now draw near to his end“. And as he was, apsʒ 
the only man in hiſtory, that had a leaſe of his life; fonhies 
buſineſs of his, too much openneſs to the Babylonian:am+ 
baſſadors, happening about the beginning of . thoſe» fifreen 
ears which the Lord had granted him, it is not to be doubted 
boy that he did many things in the remaining of that 
| term, for the honour of God, and the good of his people, i 
more than are recorded in the books which we llave. But 1 
: the unhappy loſs of that book of the Chronicles of the kings 3 
of Judah (to which we are here referred for a further account of | 
t his acts) having deprived us of the memoirs of the latter part 
$ 


of his life, we muſt cloſe his ſtory with this ſhort account: 
that he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into 


d the city, And that when the term aſſi him was expired, 
n he OY with his fathers, and was — the chiefeſt of the 
m ſepulchres of the ſons of David; and that all Judah, aud the 
15 inhabitants of Jeruſalem, did him honour at has death; 
as We read of two great miniſters of ſtate under this king 
at Hezekiah, Eliakim and Shebna + ;| who were ſent forth 0 
receive the king of Aſſyria's — Rabſhakeh, and 
afterwards to conſult the [prophet Ifaiah about it, 2 Ning 
xviii. 17, 18. and chap. xix. 2. The former of thieſe \was 
doubtleſs a very good man, but the latter was ſtark naught. 
So that the 7 9s Iſaiah was ſent by the Lord not only to 
reprove him, but to denounce ſore judgments againſt him 
The prophet, therefore, in the name of the Lord, told him, 
that he would not only throw him out of his offices (the place 
of honour and profit he had got) and place Eliakim in them; 
but he would carry him away alſo into captivity, and would 
violently turn and toſs him, like a bull, into a large country, 
where he ſhould die. And he would give his office to Elia 
kim (whom he, it ſeems, had ſupplanted, and had gotten 
from him the office of treaſurer) and would make Elia 
kim a father to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and to the 
jeſs, houſe of Judah. 3 | $1: BI 4-1 


haſt * 2 Kings _ 2 Chron. _ | +1faiah xxij. 
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Unlike to Hezekiah was his ſon and ſucceſſor Manaſſeh; 
. who at twelve years old came to the crown, * and reigned 
— — laſt) five- and - fifty years in Jeruſalem. For he 
ick that which was evil in the ſight of the Lord, like unto 
the *abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord haſt caſt 
eat before the children of Iſrael. He built again the high- 
places, which his father Hezekiah had - broken down ; and 
he reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves (as Ahab 
king of Iſrael had done), and worſhipped all the hoſt of 
heaven, and ſerved them; and built altars, not only in the 
two courts of the houſe of the Lord, but in the houſe of 
— bony Dt ĩèͤ 0 7 7 
And he ſet a carved image (an idol of his own making) 
in the houſe of God. He alſo cauſed his children to paſs 
through the fire, in the valley of the ſon of Hinnom. And 
_ he- obſerved times, and uſed enchantments, and. practiſed 
witchcraft, and dealt with familiar ſpirits, and with wizards. 
And beſides all this, he ſhed: innocent blood in ſuch abun- 
&ance; that he is ſaid to have filled Jeruſalem therewith, 
rom one end to the o tber. 
Among the reſt that helped to make up that purple ſtream, 
it is more than probable the innocent blood of that right 
r truly evangelical prophet Iſaiah was ſpilt. For 
oogh the holy text gives no account of his death, yet 
xeclefiaſtical writers deliver, that under this king Manaſſeh 
he was in his extreme age, after he had lived more than 
an hundred years, and propheſied more than ſixty of them, 
moſt barbarouſſy martyred by being ſawed in two. To 
which, not improbably, the author to the Hebrews might 
refer, when be ſaid, They were ſawed aſunder, Heb. xi. 37. 
provoke the Lord to anger, that the Lord ſent his prophet 
o him, with this meſſage; © Becauſe Manaſſeh king of Ju- 


* 


: dah bath done theſe abominations, and hath done wickedly, 
abo the Amorites did which were before him, 
85 -hath made Judah alſo to fin with his idols, there- 


thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, I am about to 
bring ſuch calamities upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that 
«whoſoever ſhall hear of it, both his ears ſhall tingle. For 
I will ſtreteh over Jeruſalem the line of Samaria (that 
# js, deliver her up to captivity, as I did Samaria) and 


” # z Kings mi. 2 Chron. Xxziii· A. M. 3310. 
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© the plummet of the houſe of Ahab (wich was à total 
deſtruction). And I will wipe Jeruſalem,” as a man wapeth 


a diſh, turning it upſide down. And 1 will forfake- the 
remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver them into the 


© hand of their enemies; and they hal! become a Pop and 
© a ſpoil to all their enemies. 


Theſe dreadful denunciatighs of women HE oh 


the deſired effect, becauſe both king and people turned the 


deaf ear, the Lord let looſe the Aſfyrian upon them: nay, 
it is ſaid, he brought upon them the captains of the hoſt 
of Aſſyria; and they taking Manaſſeh among the thorns 
(where, poor guilty man, he thought to hide himſelf) bound 
him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 


Being now in Babylon, a captive, and in fot 1. had 


time to conſider what he had done, and whom he had ſo 
BB Aaudaciouſly ſinned againſt. And now, bowed by affliction; 
| he beſought the Lord his God; and humbling himſelf greatly 

before the God of his fathers, he prayed unto him. And the 


p04 Lord was intreated of him, and brought him again to fe- 
ruſalem, and reſtored him to his kingdom; and 0 9 


naſſeh ackowledged that the Lord was Gd. 
He who deſires to read the prayer of Manaſſeh, which 
| he made when he was bound in Babylon, may find that 
which bears his name in the Apocrypha, between the ſtory 
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bees. But in that which is called the Biſhops Bible, it 
is placed (I know not why) between the ſecond —_ of ches 
nicles, and the book of Ezra. + 

Io manifeſt the ſincerity of his fepentiblics: by debe 

0 well as by words, Manaſſeh, after his return from his Baby- 


— 


* 


out of the houſe of the Lord, together with all the altars 
which he had built in the mount of the houſe of the Lord, 
and in Jeruſalem, and caſt them out of the city. And then 
repairing the altar of the Lord, facrificed thereon burnt= 


crifice ſtill in the high-places, yet unto the Lord their God 
only; ſo that they did not now facrifice directly to idolsg 

but to God, in the idols places. 
And as he made this reformation in religion, ſo for che 
greater ſecurity of his kingdom, he not only yur e 
1 * 2 Kings xi. 2 Chron, XII 1891 
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of Bel and the Dragon, and the firſt book of the Macca- 


loniſh captivity, took away the ſtrange gods, and the idol 


offerings, and thank offerings, and commanded-Judah to ſerve - 
the Lord God of Iſrael. Nevertheleſs the people did ſas 
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of war in all the fenced cities of Judah, but built a wall 
(or perhaps carried on rather, and finiſhed, or repaired, 
that out-wall which his father Hezekiah had begun, 2 Chron. 
xxxii. 5. without the city of David, on the weft fide of 
Ghion, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fiſh- 
gate; and compaſſed the tower (called Ophel) about, having 
raiſed it up to a very great height. | 9th | 
But having fallen ſo foully as he had done, though he 
was reftored in a good degree, yet I obſerve; that when 
he died, he was not buried (as his father was, and as the 
good kings were) in the royal ſepulchres ; but he was buried 
in the garden of his own houſe, called the en of Uzzah. 
His ſon Amon, who ſucceeded him, had great advantages 
over his father Manaſſeh, to have done well. For though 
Manaſſeh ſprang from an excellent father, whoſe example 
was enough to inſtruct a ſon, yet he being but a child when 
his father died (of but twelve years of age-when he came 
to the crown) was the more liable to be corrupted, and 
milled. Whereas Amon was two-and-twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and had his father's miſery for a warning 
to him. The iron fetters, which his father wore in Ba- 
bylon, might have deterred- him (one would think) from 
running that courſe which had brought his father to them, 
but they did not. For he did evil in the ſight of the Lord, 
as his father Manaſſeh had done; and forſaking the Lord 
God of his fathers, he walked not in the way of the Lord, 
but following his father's ſteps, ſerved the idols that his 
father ſerved, and worſhipped them, ſacrificing unto all the 
carved images which his father had made. Thus he fol- 
lowed the worſt part of his father's life, but not the beſt; 
for he did not humble himſelf before the Lord, as Manaſſeh 
his father had humbled himſelf ; but he treſpaſſed more and 
more. Wherefore the Lord ſu his ſervants to conſpire 
againſt: him, and they flew him in his own houſe, after he 
had reigned: two years, | Iau ; 
His death, as bad as he was, was revenged upon his mur- 
derers. For the people of the land flew all them that had 
' Eonfpired againſt him, and then took his ſon Joſiah, a child 
of eight years old, and made him king in his father's ſtead. - 
This was that king, who was propheſied of by name above 
three hundred years before he was born, 1 Kings xiii. 2. 
Him therefore the Lord baving eſpecial regard unto, ſo 
ſeaſoned with divine graces in his childhood, that while he 
10 PI was 
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was yet young, he began to ſeek after the God of David» | 
his father, and did that which was right in the *ignt' 
the Lord, walking in all the good ways of David,“ without 
declining to the right hand or to the left. 
In the twelfth year of his reign (which was the twen=* 
tieth of his age) he began the reformation in Judah, com- 
manding Hilkiah the high-prieft, with others of the privy 
and door keepers, to bring forth out of the temple” of the 
Lord all the veſſels that had been made for Baal, and for” | 
the ' grove, and for all the hoſt of heaven; which he burnt 
without Jeruſalem, in the fields of Kidron, and carried the 
aſhes of them unto Bethel (a city in the tribe of Benjamin; 
which upon the diviſion of the kingdom belonged to tirach,.. 
but was afterwards taken from Jeroboam the ſecond, by 
Abijah king of Judah, 2 Chron, int. 19). And beczuſe 
that had been a chief place of idolatry, Wher: [eroboam* 
the ſon of Nebat had ſet up one of his calf 3 
ſent the aſhes of theſe idolatrous things thither, td expreſs- 
his contempt of that place, ' eee 
The idolatrous prieſts, which the kings of Judah Had ot 
dained to burn incenſe in the high- places, in the cities 


Judah, and in the parts round about Jerufalem, he put dowF-W 


with them alſo chat burnt incenſe unto Baal, to the ſun, and 

to the moon, to the planets, and all the hofl of heaven. 
Which prieſts, Tremellius and Junius called Atratar Black 
coats, becauſe they were pallis d eibus indutos, ex pe. 
fliticfo ritu ; that is, cloathed with black garments; 'oat of 
a ſuperſtitious rite.” Annot, on 2 Kings xxnr- 5, The 
Biſhops Bible calls them Chemarims, both here, and in He- 
ſea x. 5. and in the marginal note give this as the feaſon 


of their being fo called, that they did wear black apparel.” 7 


The good king going on with his reformation; wn 


brought forth the grove (which ſome take to be an idol, 


baving the reſemblance of a gtove carved upon it) from 
the houſe of the Lord, unto the brook Kidron, E 
ruſalem; and burning it there, ſtamped it to ſmall powder, 
and caſt the powder thereof upon the graves of them that 
had ſacriſiced thereunto ;- but e down alfo the houſes 
of the Sodomites, that were by the houſe of the Lord; where: 
the women wove hangings for the | BI | 


He took away the horſes that the kings. of Judah had givers: | 
to the ſun, and burned the chariots of the ſan with fire. 
* 2 Kings xzii. 2 Chron. xx:i's A M. 3367. 
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+ The altars alſo, that were on the top of the upper chamber 
x. Abaz, which the kings of Judah had made for the wor- 
ſkip. of the | hoſt of heaven (deſcribed by the prophets Je- 
remiah, chap. xix. 13. and Zephaniah, chap. i. 5.) and 
the altars which Manafſch had made in the two courts of 


the. houle of the Lord, did the king beat down; and breakin 


them into pieces, caſt the duſt of them into the broo 


The high places, which were before Jeruſalem, on the 
right hand of that noted mount, which, from the fruit it 
bore, was uſually called the mount of olives ; but from the 
many filthy idols that were ſet up in it, is here, in con- 


tempt, called the mount of corruption, (which high - places 


| Sing Solomon had long before built for Aſhteroth, the abo- 


tion af the Zidomans, and for Chemoſh, the abomi- 


1 


880 of the Moabites, and for Milcom, the abomination 
ofthe Ammonites) theſe did the king defile. And breax- 
As pieces the images of all forts, and cutting down 
the groves, he filled their places with the bones of men. 
"Topheth alſo, which is in the valley of the children of 
Himnom, he defiled, that no man might thenceforth make 
his, fon or daughter paſs through the fire to Moloch. All 
hich. particulars are here enumerated, that the reader may 
ſee to what an height of impiety God's own peculiar people,“ 
the. offspring of. faithful Abraham, of humble Iſaac, and 
of Ne Jacob, were then arrive. 

„When thus this zealous king had cleanſed Jeruſalem, he 
went forth to the cities of Judah, and of Manaſſeh, Ephraim, 
ane Simeon, even unto Naphtali; and having brought all 
the idolatrous prieſts out of the cities of Judah, he defiled 
the high places where the prieſts, had burnt incenſe, and 
\brake them down, both publick ahd private, from one ſide 
of judah to the other. | | 1 

But when he was come to Bethel, where Nebat's ſon had 
ſet up his golden calf, he brake down both the altar and 
the high - place, and flamped them to powder, and burned 


; the grove. And as he turned himſelf about, eſpying the 
ſepulchres that were there in the mount, he ſent and took 


the bones out of them, and burning them upon the altar, 


polluted it, according to the word of the Lord, which the 
man of God had proclaimed againſt it more than three hun- 


dred years before. 1 3 


2 Kings xxiii. 2 Chron, xxxiv. 


by | Then 
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| Then obſerving an inſcription upon a tomb. he aſked, 


„ What title is that which I ſee? And the men of the 


who came from Judah, and proclaimed againſt the altar of 
Bethel the things which he had now done to it: O let 


him alone, ſaid the king: Let no man move his bones.“ 


So they let his bones reſt, with the bones of the old pro- 
het, that had miſled him to his deſtruction (and who was 
1 in the ſame grave with him, 1 Kings xiii. 31.) who 
is here ſaid to have come out of Samaria, 2 Kings XXiii. 
18. but there, to have dwelt in Bethel, 1 Kings xili. 11 
Nor did Jofiah thus at Bethel only; but in all the ci- 
ties of Samaria (that is, of Iſrael, whereof Samaria was the 
chief) which were then ſubject to the kings of Judah, he 
took away all the houſes of the high · places, which the kings 
of Iſrael had made to provoke: the Lord to anger, and did 
to them as he had done at Bethel. Tr 
As for the prieſts, thoſe of them that were of the Le- 
vitical order, and had defiled themſelves with the idols, he 
removed from their ſacerdotal function; not admitting them 
to come to miniſter at the altar of the Lord at Jeruſalem, 
yet permitting them to eat of the unleavened bread among 
their brethren. BEER | b 
But as for the other prieſts who were prieſts of the high - 
places (ſuch as they whom Jeroboam, and other, idolatrous 


kings of Iſrael and Judah, had made and ſet-up). he ſacri- 


ficed them on their altars, and burnt their bones upon them. 
But though the king himſelf was thus zealouſly affected 
for carrying on the work of reformation, yet the genera. 
lity of the people ſeem to have come but unwillingly to 
it“. So that he was fain to uſe his kingly authority, to 
reſtrain them from idolatry, 
And the prophet Jeremiah, who entered upon his pro 
phetic function much about this time (viz. in the thir- 
teenth year of this king, Jer. i. 2.) - complained much of 
them, in his ii, iii, and ivth chapters. | © + _ | 
The king's next care was for repairing the temple. Where- 
fore being returned from his viſitation-progreſs to Jeruſalem, 
in the eighteenth year of his reign, he ſent his chancellor 
Shaphan, with Maaſiah the governor of the city, and Joah 
the recorder, to Hilkiah the high - prieſt, with order to caſt 


** Jeremiah. 
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up the money that had been brought into the houſe of the 
Lord by the offerings of the people, and to deliver it to the 


ſurveyors of the work, that they might pay it to the work- 


men, for materials and workmanſhip in repairing the breaches 


of the houſe of the Lord, 


Whale they were looking up the money, Hilkiah found the 
book of the law given by Moſes (ſuppoſed by ſome to be the 
very autograph », or firſt draught, written by Moſes's own 
hand) which he gave to Shaphan, to deliver to the king. 

How long this book had lain hid, is unceftain. © The laſt 
mention I find of it, was in Jehoſhaphat's time, more than 
two hundred years before; but the finding it now was of 
great ſervice. For when Shaphan brought it to the king, 


and read in it before him, the king obſerving what judg- 


ments were therein threatened to all them that ſhould break 


the laws therein contained, and conſidering how ſhort his an- 


ceſtors and his people had been of keeping them, commanded 
Hilkiah the prieſt, with divers of the Line's principal ſer- 
go and inquire of the -Lord for him, and for them 
eft-in Iſrael and Judah, concerning the words of 
that book : fearing the wrath of God would be poured out 
upon them, becauſe their fathers had not kept the word of the 
Lord, to do after all that was written in that book. 
Filkiah thereupon,” and the reſt whom the king had ap- 


25 pointed to go with him, went to Huldah the propheteſs, the 


wife of Shallum, keeper of the wardrobe, who dwelt in the 
college in Jeruſalem. | | 


This ' affords an obſervation not unfit to be conſidered, 


namely, That theſe great miniſters, and the high · prieſt him- 


ſelf, ſhould chooſe to go, on fo ſolemn an occaſion, and on ſo 
important a buſineſs, and that too from the king, to learn the 
mind of the Lord from a woman, a propheteſs : when, be- 

ſides what other prophets there might then be (for Zephaniah 
propheſied in the days of this king +, and there are prophets 


mentioned, with the prieſts and the people, when the book of 


the covenant was read, 2 Kings xxiii. 2) that eminent prieſt 
and prophet. jeremiah (who by this time had been exerciſed 
in the prophetic office between four and five years) living bat 


at Anathoth, about three miles from Jeruſalem, muſt needs 


be well known, and converſant there. Yet ſo it was, that to 
a woman they went, to inquire of the Lord for both king and 
people. bled BEE 

* 2 Kings xxiii, 2 Chron, xvii. + Zephan, is 1, 
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And having imparted their buſineſs to her, they received 
from her this anſwer : * A 

Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, Tell ye the man that 
« ſent you to me (to wit, the king of Judah) Thus faith the 
Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon 
the inhabitants thereof; even all the curſes which they have 
read in the book before the king of Judah. Becauſe they 
have forſaken me, and have burned incenſe unto other gods, 
that they might provoke me to anger by all the works of 
their hands; therefore my wrath ſhall be poured out upon 
© this place, and ſhall not be quenched.” et IONS. 

© But as for the king of Judah, who ſent you to inquire of 
« the Lord, fo ſhall ye ſay unto him: Thus faith the Lord 
God of Iſrael, concerning the words which thou haſt read“, 
« becauſe thy heart was tender, and thou didſt humble thy- 


© hold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou ſhalt be 
gathered to thy grave in peace; neither ſhall thine eyes ſee 

| © All the evil that 1 will bring upon this place, and upon the 
ö inhabitants thereof. 4 F 8 * tx Ps 
When they had reported this anſwer to the king, he, -hav- 
ing ſent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Je- 


Mo > pn Hen} os Re. 


0 ruſalem, went up into the houſe of the Lord, and the men of 
e Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem with him; the pneſts 
alſo, and prophets, and all the people, both ſmall and great: 
1. and there the king read, in their hearing, all the words of 
”y the book of the covenant, which was found in the houſe of 
ſo the Lord +. Which done, the king, ſtanding in his place at 
e a pillar, made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the 
e- Lord, and to keep his commandments, his teſtimonies, and 
ah his ſtatutes, with all his heart and with all his ſoul, to per- 
5 


form the words of the covenant, which were written in that 
of book ; and he engaged all the people alſo, that were preſent, 
- to _ 2 3 | 5 Fr 2 by 

e The ſame year, being the eighteenth of his reign, king 
dat Joſiah kept the ak candy, A Jeruſalem ; — 

ds particular account. and deſcription whereof the inquiſitive 
to reader may find in 2 Chron. xxxv. from ver. 1 to 18. Where 


2 Chron, xxzxive + 2 Kings xxiii, 2 Chron, AAV. 
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this general account is given of it, That neither did all, or 
any, of the kings of Iſrael (or of Judah) keep ſuch a paſſover 


| puttin 
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as this which Joſiah kept; nor was any paſſover like to that 


kept in Iſrael, from the days of Samuel the prophet. 


From this eighteenth year of his reign, to the one and 
thirtieth (which was his laſt) I find no particular account of 


ais acts, unleſs ſome parts of the reformation which he wrought 


ſhould be referred to this latter time of his age, after he had 
received the book of the law. For in 2 Kings xxiii. 24. his 

down the workers with familiar Fries, and the 
wizards, the teraphim, and the idols, &c. is ſaid to be done, 
that he might perform the words of the law, written in the 
book which Hilkiah the prieſt found in the houſe of the Lord, 


But probably much of that time might be ſpent in repairing 
and adorning the temple.” For immediately after the ac- 
count of this famous paſſover, it follows in the text, 2 Chron. 
_ XxXV. 20. © Afﬀeer all this, when | Joſiah had prepared the 
<-temple, Necho king 


0 þ of Egypt came up, &c, 3 L 
This coming up of the Egyptian king was to fight again 

Carchemiſh, a > then belivging to * king of Adria, 
not far from the river Euphrates. ' And ' Joſiah, probably at 
firſt not underſtanding his intent in this expedition, but ſuſ- 
pecting he had a deſign upon him, went forth againſt him. 
But when Pharach- Necho underſtood that Joſiah had taken 
the field, he ſent ambaſſadors to him, who in his name ſhould 


ay to him, What have I to do with thee, thou king of j u- 


© dah, I come not againſt thee this day, but againſt the 
* houſe of Aſſyria, (2 Kings xxiii. 29.) wherewith I have 


war; for God commanded me to make haſte? Forbear 
therefore to reſiſt God, who is with me, left he deſtroy 


© thee.? © 2 k 
The annotators on the Bible tell us, in their marginal note 
on 2 Kings xxiii. 29. that Pharaoh being to paſs with his 
army through king Joſiah's country, he feared be would 
have done him harm, and therefore would have ſtayed him. 
It ſeems he was not willing to truſt the Egyptian king with 
an army in his country. boy 
However it was, Joſiah having advanced with his army fo 
far, would not turn his back upon him, nor take his word; 
which, it ſeems (though he did not then know ſo much), 
from the Lord. But diſguiſing himſelf, that he might 
not be made the common mark, he went down to fight with 
him in the valley of Megiddo, which belonged to CS 
| | : "3 hay Kd * 
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But notwithſtanding his diſguiſe, the Egyptian archers found 


him out, and gave him a mortal ſhot, Whereupon the king 
ſaid to his ſervants, © Have me away, for I am fore wounded.” 
His ſervants thereupon ſhifting him from that chariot into 


the next, brought him to Jeruſalem ; and he died, and was 


buried in one' of the ſepulchres of his fathers ; and all Judah 
and Jeruſalem mourned for him. | "TE Ns 


upon (though ſometime after, and probably at ſeveral times) 


| compoſed that threnody, or mournful ſong, which bears the 


title of The Lamentations of Jeremiah. + Ce I oo 
Therein he ſets forth the manifold tranſgreſſions which. his 


people had run into, and mournfully bewails their deplorable 


condition, from the extreme miſeries which he foreſaw:would 


. come, and afterwards ſaw did come, upon them after the | 


death of Joſiah. | K 

So great was the love that the people of Judah bare to this 
king, That the ſinging- men and ſinging - women, upon mourn- 
ful occaſions, in after. times, were injoined to commemorate; 


* their lamentations, the untimely death of this excellent 


g. ine t ors 
And ſo great was the ſorrow they expreſſed for his death, 
that the prophet Zechariah above an hundred years after re- 


membered it; and compared the mourning which he then 
propheſied ſhould in after-times be in Jeruſalem, to the 


mourning of Hadadrimmon (the place where Joſiah received 
his mortal wound) in the valley of Megiddo, Zech. xii. 11. 
Nor was the love of the people ill-placed on ſo excellent a 


king; for, beſides the particular inſtances before related of 1 | 


his piety and virtues, this general eulogy is given of him, 
That like unto him there was no king — him, that 
turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his ſoul, 
« and with all his might, according to all the law of Moſes ; 


neither after him aroſe there any like him: unbappy, per- 


haps, in this only, that by this unadviſed and wilful act of 


his, in going to fight with the king of Egypt without cauſe, 


he both ſhortened his own life, and deprived himſelf of the 
benefit of that part of the divine promiſe, that he ſhould be 


gathered to his grave in peace, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 8. 


But although this king had been ſo eminently good, and 
had done ſo much for the reclaiming of his people, and ap- 
peaſing the anger of the Lord; yet the Lord turned not 


i 


But none did more lament the untimely loſs of this good wy 
king, than that good man the prophet Jeremiah; who thete- 


from 
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from the fierceneſs of his great wrath, wherewith his anger 
was kindled againſt Judah, becauſe of all the provocations 
which Manaſſeh had given him: but the Lord ſaid, I will 
remove Judah out of my fight, as I have removed Iſrael (who 
was gone into captivity a y); and I will caſt off this 
city of Jeruſalem, which I have choſen, and the houſe of 
which I faid, © My name ſhall be there.“ | | 
_ "Hence it is, that the prophets of that time complained fo 
| promo the people, and denounced the judgments of the 
againſt them, even to the deſtruction of their city, and 
their own captivity 3- as did Jeremiah in the iv, v, vi. xiv, 
8 r ee ecy, and the pro 
Zephaniah'in his: with whom may be joined the pro- 
Phet Habakkuk * ; who is thought to have lived in the . 
part of Jofiah's reign, or under his ſons, a little before the 
captivity by che Chaldeans, which he foretold, Hab. i. from 
ver. 5. to ver. 12. 5 5 
Wen "Joſiah was dead, the people took Jehoahaz his 
fourth-ſon, ' (called Shallum, 1 Chron. iii. 15.) and anoint- 
inp him, made him king in his father's ſtead. He was three- 
ay years old when he began his reign, which was 
ſhort, yet long enough to ſhew his propenſity to evil. 
For though he reigned but three months, yet in that time he 
did that which was evil in the fight of the-Lord, according 
as bis wicked anceſtors had done. 5 8 
At the three months end, Pharach-Necho, king of Egypt 
(though he came not forth with any deſign againſt Judah, 
being ſet upon by king Joſiah, and prevailing) improved 
is vietory at Megiddo fo far as to make the crown of Judah 
tributary to Egypt. Wherefore depoſing Jehoahaz, he ſet 
up Eliakim, another of Joſiah's ſons, to be king in his room, 
changing his name to Jehoiakim ; and laid an eaſy tribute on 
the land, of an hundred talents of filver, anda talent of gold; 
but forty and two thouſand pounds in all ; which money Je- 
hoiakim raiſed' by a general tax upon the land, rating every 
man towards it according to his ability. And this taxation, 
it is probable, the prophet Jeremiah had reſpect to, when in 
kis mournful complaint he ſaid of Jeruſalem, © She that was 
great among the nations, and princeſs among the provinces, 
£ how is ſhe become tributary !* Lament. i. 1. | 
As for Jehoahaz himſelf, Pharaoh-Necho, when he de- 
throned him, firſt put him in bonds at Riblah (a city of Syria) 
og bs „ Habakkuk, A. M.-3398. 
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where he left him in ſafe cuſtody, whilſt he purſued his expe- 

dition againſt the Aſſyrian; and afterwards, at his return, 
took him with him to Egypt, where he died, as the prophet 
Jeremiah had foretold he ſhould, - Jer. xxii. 10, 11, 12. 
There he bids the king and people of Judah not weep for tie 
dead (by which he is ſuppoſed to mean king Joſiah) neither 

lament him (for his own fake) but weep fore for him that 
goeth away, for he ſhall return no more, nor ſee his native 
country. For, ſaid he, thus. ſaith the Lord concerning 
„ Shallum (which was the iin name of ſehoahaz) the fon 
of Joſiah king of Judah, who reigned inſtead of Joſiah his 
father, and who went forth out of this place, he ſhall not 

« return hither any more“ {oo gets 

About this time it may be ſuppoſed the prophet Nahum lived, 
and propheſied “: yet there is, I know, diverſity of opinions 
| concerning his time. The Jews place him in the time of Ma- 
nafleh. The annotators on the Biſhops Bible ſer him before 
Manaſſeh, and about the time of Hezekiah. Jeromalſo places 
. him under Hezekiah, about the time that Senacherib befieged 
a Jeruſalem, after the ten tribes were gone into captivity. But 
5 'Tremellius and Junius refer him to the latter part of Jofiah's 
. reign. Which ſeems the more likely, as being nearer to the de- 
e ſtruction of Nineveh and the Aſſyrian monarchy, which Nahum's 


g prophecy did more particulariy relate to. Neither did this 
prophet only propheſy againſt Nineveh ; but the prophet Ze- 
t phaniah alſo, Who began to propheſy in the days of Joſiah 
1, king of Judah, Zeph. i. 1. propheſied directly againſt Afiys 
d ria in general, and of the defolation of Nineveh in particular, 
ih chap. U. ver. 13, Ke. But the Aſſyrian rod (as it is called, 
et Iſa. x 5) had not yet done all its work. n s 
n, lehoiakim, who received both name and kingdom from 
on Pharach-Neche king of Egypt +, being five-and- twenty 
d; years old when be began to reign, is faid to have reigned in 
e- Jeruſalem eleven years (if there be not a miſtake in the ac- 
ry count). But not taking warning by his brother's puniſhment, 


MN, he allo did evil in the fight of the Lord, as his brother had 
in done; and ſo much the worſe, by-haw: much the longer. 
as In the beginning of the reign of this king, the Lord com- 
es, manded his prophet Jeremiah to ſtand in the court of the 

Lord's houſe, and deliver his meſſage to alt the people of Ju- 
le- dah that came ta worſhip there. Which metſage was to ex- 
* Nahums — A. M. 3388. 


ere Vor. II. hort 
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Hort them to repent and amend their ways, that he might not 
bring on them the evil he had purpoſed. And to aſſure them, 
that if they did not hearken to his admonition, amend their 
lives, and walk in his law, then would he make that houſe 


Lee Shiloh (which, though the ark of the Lord had abode 


there more than three hundred years, he had given up to an 
utter deſtruction) and would make that city (Jeruſalem) a 
curſe (or pattern for curſing) to all the nations of the earth. 

This meſſage ſo enraged the prieſts and falſe prophets (of 


| which there were more than a good many) that, ſetting the 


people on, they ſeized on Jeremiah“, and told him that for 
his thus propheſying deſtruction to the temple and deſolation 
to the city, he ſhould ſurely die. And all the people were 
gathered againſt him in the houſe of the Lord. 

But when the princes of Judah had notice given them of 
this tumult, they came up from the king's houſe unto the 
houſe of the Lord, and fat down in the entry of the new gate 
of the Lord's houſe to hear the cauſe. And then the prieſts 
and the falſe prophets, who were his accuſers, exhibited their 
charge againſt him unto the princes and to all the people, 
ſaying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath propheſied 


* againſt this city, as ye (ſaid they, appealing to the people) 


# have heard with your ears.” 4 8 
The prophet, having heard their charge, did not deny the 
fact, but defended it, ſaying unto the princes, and to all the 


people preſent, * The Lord ſent me to propheſy againſt this 


£. houſe, and againſt this city, af the words that ye have 
© heard. Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord 
will repent him of the evil he hath pronounced againſt you. 
As for me, (added he) behold, I am in your hand, to do 
« with me as ſeemeth good to you. But know ye for certain, 
s that if you put me to death, ye ſhall ſurely bring innocent 
blood + (that is, the guilt of ſhedding innocent blood) upon 
« yourſelves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof: for of a truth, the Lord hath ſent me unto you, 
to ſpeak all theſe words in your ears.“ 

When the ptinces had heard Jeremiah's defence, they and 
all the people (whom the prieſts had before miſled and drawn 
in to join with them, againſt the good prophet) gave judg- 


ment on Jeremiah's ade; and fail to the prieſts, and to the 


2 Kings ti. 4 Chron. Axl. + Jer. xxvi. 
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falſe prophets, © This man is not worthy to die; for he hath 
'© ſpoken to us in the name of the Lord our God. 

And to confirm this their judgment by precedent, certaia: 
of the elders of the land roſe up, and thus ſpake to. the aſ- 
ſembly. : 1 | FE 

24 M icah, the Moraſthite propheſied in the days of Heze-- 
« kiah king of Judah, and ſpake to all the people of Judah, 
© ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Zion ſhall be ploughed 
like a field, and Jeruſalem ſhall become heaps, and the: 
mountain of the houſe as the high places of the foreſt, Mic. 
iii. 12. Did Hezekiah, and all Judah, put him to death? 
Hf - © Nay, did not the king fear the Lord, and beſought the 
Lord, and the Lord repented him of the evil which he had: 
© pronounced againſt them? Wherefore, if we ſhould anſwer 


1 * your bloody minds herein, we might procure great evil 
. * againſt our ſouls.? | + Ws | 
> It ſeems as if the prieſts and falſe prophets, to balance this 
8 precedent of the prophet Micah, did urge another and freſher 
r precedent, of one, that for propheſying (as [eremiah had- 
, done) againſt that city and land, had been lately put to death, 
d even under this preſent king; for thus it follows in the text: 
) © And there was alſo a man that propheſied in the name of 
the Lord, Urijah the ſon. of Shemaiah of Kirjath-jearim.. 
* He propheſied againſt this city, and againſt this land, ac 
ne « cording to all the words of Jeremiah. And when Jehoia- 
1s 


© kim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, 
© heard. his words, the king ſought to put him to death; 
FS, * which he hearing of, and being afraid, fled into Egypt. 
rd But Jehoiakim the king ſent men into Egypt after him; 


Ju, © and they, fetching him from thence, brought him to the 
do © king,. who cauſed him to be flain with the ſword, and his 
in, 8 2 body to be caſt into the graves. of. the common. 
ent people. 


don This was a freſh inſtance, and in point of fact it was an 
nts apt precedent againſt Jeremiah. So that it might, in all 
ou, likelihood, have gone hard at this time with the good prophet, 

had not the Lord raiſed him up a true and powerful friend in 
and the court; which was Ahikam. For thus it follows: Ne- 
awn vertheleſs, the hand of Ahikam, the ſon of Shaphan, was 
dg- with Jeremiah, that they ſhould not deliver him into the 
the hand of the people, to be put to death.“ Now Shaphan, . 

we may remember, was chancellor to king Joſiah, and Ahi- 
kam was one of his princi _ counſellors, whom he ſent with 


- the- 
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the high-prieſt and others to inquire of the Lord by the pro- 


pheteſs Huldah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 20, 21. 

The prophecies of this book, as well as divers of the other 
prophets, are much miſplaced with reſpect to the order of time 
wherein they were given forth; which is ſuppoſed to have 
happened through the negligence of the prieſts in thoſe times, 
who had the charge of regiſtering and keeping them. 


For the manner was, when any of the prophets had written 


any thing by way of prophecy, he cauſed it to be affixed to 
the gate of the temple, where it remained for certain days, 
that all might read and take notice of it. And after it had 
ſtood there the appointed time, the prieſts took it into the 


temple to record it in a book; but, for want of diligence and 


due care to enter them in courſe, as they were written, they 

left them in that diſorderly manner in which we have them. 
But beſides that, it muſt be conſidered that divers of the 
prophets (more eſpecially Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel) 
wrote in very troubleſome times; Ezekiel and Daniel in the 
captivity, and in Babylon; and Jeremiah, when all things, 
both in church and ftate, were in very great diſorder, and 
the firſt copy of his book was deſtroyed by king Jehoiakim, 
Jer. xxxvi. 23, So that it is not to be wondered at, that 
they are ſo miſplaced as they are, but rather to be thankfully 

admired that we have them at all. 
The account of times alſo, and computation of years, 
wherein ſome chief actions mentioned by the prophets were 
performed, are fo differently delivered, that it is hard, if 
poſſible, to reduce them to a certamty. But that not being 
the chief end of my preſent undertaking, 1 ſhall be the leis 
rdful of it. | | 

We obſerved before, that Jehoiakim was made king by 
Pharaoh-Necho king of Egypt, under tribute, 2 Kings xxiii. 
34. Soon after which, Aſſyria prevailing againſt Egypt, 
2 Kings xxiv. 7. whether Jehoiakim took occaſion from thence 
to with-hold his tribute and deny ſubjection to the Affyrian ; 
or whether only God brought it on him for his evil courſes; 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon (the ſeat, or chief city of 
the Aſſyrian monarchy, after the deſtruction of Nineveh) 
came up againſt him; and befieging Jeruſalem, took both it 
and him, and carried him, with part of the veſſels of the houſe 
of God,. to Babylon. Where, after he had. been kept a 
while, he is ſuppoſed to have been ſent back to Jeruſalem by 
the king cf Babylon (upon his ſubmiſſion and promiſe of fide- 
: TOES inal lity 
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lity for the future) and continued a tributary king to Ne- 
buchadnezzar, as he had been before to Pharach-Necho. 
This expreſly I do not find in the Holy Scripture, yet 
there are ſome paſſages in it that glance that way; and- 
as it is the common opinion, ſo. it may ſomewhat help 
to make out the time of his reign, and give more room 
for the prophecies that belong to it. 

At this time alſo, and with him it is thought, and very 
probably, that the prophet Daniel, with his three compa- 
nions, Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah, were carried to 
Babylon. For Daniel himſelf delivers, that at the time when 
Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiakim and the veſſels of che Lord's 
houſe, he ſpake unto Aſhpenaz, the maſter of the eunuchs; . 
that he ſhould bring with him to Babylon ſome of the 
children of Iſrael, of the ſeed of the king and of the princes, - 
ſuch as were well-favoured and without blemiſh, of good parts 
and well educated ; that, being inſtructed in the language 
and learning of the Chaldeans, they. might be fit to ſerve the 
king in his palace: and that the eunuch thereupon made 
choice of theſe four, Dan. i. 3, 4. 6. where, leaving them 
for a while among. the . Chaldeans, to be trained up for 
future ſervice, let us go on and ſee how it fared in the 
mean time with the prophet Jeremiah. 

He, being. freed by the means of good Ahikam, for this 
time from the danger he was in by his enemies the prieſts, 
went on the more boldly in the work of the Lord. And 
in the fourth year of king Jehoiakim, he delivered again 
a. meſſage from the Lord to the people of Judah and Je- 
ruſalem; in which, after he had, in an expoltulatory re- 
proof, reminded them of the many warnings and admoni- 
tions that from time to time had been given them, and of 
their obſtinate diſobedience; he told them, in the name of 


Part III. 


the Lord, T hat becauſe they had not hearkened to his 
words, the Lord would bring Nebuchadnezzar his ſervant 
(then lately ſettled on the Achyrlan throne) with all the 


northern nations that were under him, againſt the land of 
© Judah, and city of Jeruſalem, and would make them. ſerve - 
the king of Babylon ſeventy years.“ 

Vet, to leave them a door of hope, he. alſo- told them . 


that after they had borne that: ſeventy years ſervitude, as - 


a. puniſhment for their tranſgreſſions, he wauld turn their 
captivity, and would puniſh the Aſſyrians and the Chal- 
deans and. all the other nations that had afflicted them for 


1 their 
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their iniquities ; which he confirmed to them by the type 
of a cup of wine, called the wine-cup of the fy of the 
Lord ; which the prophet was required to take at the hand 
of the Lord, and to cauſe all thoſe nations (in a typical 
repreſentation) to drink thereof, in token of the calamities 
and diſtreſſes that ſnould come upon them. 

About this time alſo the prophet was commanded to make 
him bonds and yokes, “ as a confirming type of the cap- 
tivity which was to come upon the people : but the exe- 
cution of this command ſeems to have been deferred till 
Zedekiah's time, Jer. xxvil. ver. 3. 12. 

Mean while Jehoiakim, after he had ſerved Nebuchad- 

nezzar three years, + withdrew his ſervice from him, and 
rebelled againft him. Whereupon Nebuchadnezzar came up 
again againſt Judah to deſtroy it, in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim's reign. But before he came to Jeruſalem, he 
fought with Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, in Carchemiſh 
by the river Euphrates, and beat him, as the prophet je- 
remiah had foretold he thould, Jer. xlvi. 
- The coming up of this Aſſyrian army frighted the Recha- 
bites, the poſterity of. Rechab, who came of Jethro, or 
Hobab, the Kenite, and made them betake themſelves to 
Jeruſalem for ſafety. They were a people, who by the 
inſtitution of Jonadab their founder built not houſes, but 
dwelt in tents. | — | 55 

By theſe the Lord intending to convince and reprove 
Jehoiakim and the Jews, he commanded Jeremiah the pro- 
phet to bring theſe Rechabites into one of the chambers 
of the houſe of the Lord, and to. give them wine to drink. 
-The prophet did go, and having ſet pots of wine before 
them, invited them to drink. But they refuſed, alledging 
that Jonadab, the fon of Rechab, their father, had com- 
manded them, that neither .they nor their children ſhould 
drink any wine for ever, nor build any houſe, nor ſow ſeed, 
nor plant any vineyard ; but to dwell in tents all their days, 
that they might live many days in the land wherein they 
were ſtrangers. 1 And they affirmed that they had obeyed 
the voice, and kept the charge of Jonadab their founder, 
an all that he had. charged them; having drank no wine, 
neither they nor their waves, their fons, nor their daughters. 
Neither had they built houſes to dwell in, nor poſſeſſed 
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vineyards, nor ſowed fields; but had dwelt in tents, and 
had obeyed and done, according to all that their father Jo- 
nadab had commanded. ce | 

Now had the prophet gained his point. Wherefore, having 
commended the Rechabites for having ſo ſtedfaftly adhered 
to and obſerved the command of their father Jonadab, and 
promiſed them a reward from the Lord, he turned it upon 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jeruſalem ; upbraiding them, 
that they who were the ſeed of Abraham, and peculiar people 
of the Lord, ſhould be leſs: regardful of the commands of 
God, whom they called their father, and who had been more 


than a father to them, than the Rechabites, who were not 


of the ftock of Iſrael, had been of the commands of their 
anceftor Jonadab. | | af Cd 

But this not working the deſired effect upon the people 
of Judah and Jeruſalem, the Lord commanded his prophet 
Jeremiah“ to get him a roll of a book, and write therein 
all the prophecies which the Lord had given him againft 
Iſrael, and again Judah, and againft other nations, from 
the firſt of his beginning to propheſy, in the thirteenth year 
of Joſiah ; to ſee if the houſe of Judah, when they ſhould 
hear all the plagues ſummed up together, which the Lord 
for their tranſgreſſions had threatened to bring upon them, 
would return every man from his evil way, that the Lord 
might forgive their iniquity and fin. - . 

Jeremiah thercupon calling to him Baruch the ſcribe (who 
uſually was his amanuenſis) dictated to him, and he wrote 
from the prophet's mouth all the words which the Lord 
had ſpoken unto him, upon a roll of a book; that is, upon 
a that was to roll up. 

When it was finiſhed, the prophet bid Baruch take it 
(inaſmuch as he himſelf was ſhut up, that he might not 
go into the houſe of the Lord) and read in it the words 
of the Lord, in the hearing of all the people in the houſe 
of the Lord, upon the faſt- day. This, it ſeems, was a faſt 
of their own appointing, as (we are told) their manner was, 
when they feared war, or any great plague from God, as 
now they did by the Babylonians. It may be (added he) 
they will preſent their ſupplication before the Lord, and 
will return every one from his evil way: for great is the 
anger and the fury which the Lord hath pronounced againſt 
N this people.” | | [4 ; 

* Jer. XXAVIs LY | 
4 What 


\ 


o 
— — — — — 
* 


248 SACRED HISTORY. par III. 


What is meant here by the prophet's ſaying, he was ſhut 
up, or in what manner he was ſhut up, ſo that he could 
not go into the houſe of the Lord, is ſomewhat uncertain, 
The Bible note ſays, © He was ſhut up in priſon through 
© the malice of the prieſts. They, no doubt, were mali. 
cious enough to have done it; but it doth not appear he 
was ſo ſhut up. Nay, it rather appears he was at liberty; 
for in ver. 19. the princes adviſed Baruch, that he and je- 
remiah ſhould hide themſelves, and let nobody know where 
they were. And hid they were, ver. 26. which Jeremiah 
could not have been, if he had been in priſon- Tremel- 
lius and Junius ſuppoſe three ways of his being ſhut up, 
and leave us to take which of the three we like beſt. The 

| firſt is, that the king had forbidden him to go into the 

z temple to ſpeak to the people; but the prophets of God did 
| not uſe to obſerve ſuch prohibitions of their prophetic mi- 
niſtry. The ſecond is, that the chief prieſts had excom- 
municated him, and therefore he might not go; but that, 
in all likelihood, he would have leſs regarded. The third 
is, that God, to provide for the ſafety of his prophet, and 
to puniſh the people, would not let him go amongſt them; 
this, of the three, ſeems the more likely; and fo, his being 
ſhur up, was by a ſtop in himſelf, a reſtraint in his ſpirit 

or mind. | | | 

| However, according to Jeremiah's direction, when the 
faſt-day was come, Baruch went ard read in, the book the 

words of the Lord, in the houſe of the Lord, to all the 

| le of Jeruſalem and thoſe that came from the cities 
| of Judah thither. | Which when Micaiah (the ſon of Ge- 
| mariah, in whoſe chamber the book was read) had heard, 
| he went down into the ſecretary's office in the king's houſe, 


| where all the princes ſat, and declared unto them what 
| he had heard out of the book which Baruch had read to 
the people. 
-  Whereupon the princes ſent to Baruch to come to-them, 
and bring the roll with him, which he did. Then they 
| bid him fit down and read it to them, which he did allo. 
| But when they had heard it, they were all of them afraid. 
| And having examined him about it, and ſatisfied themſelves 

| that it was the prophet's words, or of his dictating, and 3 
| that Baruch was but the penman ; they adviſed him to go 7 
| and hide himſelf, both he and the prophet, and Jet no. man ſo 
know where they were., For (ſaid they) we will ay: 
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tell the king of all theſe words. And accordingly, laying 
up the roll in the ſecretary's office, they went into the 
court to the king, and told him what they had heard read. 

It being the ninth month with them (which takes in part 
of the tenth with us) the king fat in his winter houſe, 
having a fire on the hearth before him; and upon the re- 
port the princes had made of the roll which Baruch had 
read to them, the king ſent Jehudi (one of his attendants) 
to fetch it; who having brought it, read it in the hearing 
of the king, and of all the princes that ſtood beſide him. 

But he had not read above three or four leaves (that 


is, three or four paragraphs, or ſpaces in the roll) when 


the king, diſpleaſed with it, cut it in pieces with a pen- 
knife ; and (though three of his princes interceded with 
him, that he would not) he caft it into the fire that was 
on the hearth, till all the roll was conſumed. | 


This ſhewed a great obſtinacy and impenitence in the 


king, and in the reſt of his ſervants. And indeed they were 


not diſmayed, nor rent their garments, at the hearing of 
ſuch terrible judgments denounced againſt them: but the 
king was ſo far from that, that he ſent ſome officers to ap- 
prehend Baruch, and the prophet Jeremiah. But they were 
diſappointed, for the Lord had hid his ſervants from them. 
On this preſumptuous act of the king, the Lord com- 
manded the prophet to take another roll, and to write in 
it all the words which were in the firſt roll, which the 
king had burnt : and withal, that he ſhould ſay to Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, © 'I'hou haſt burnt this roll, becauſe therein 
« was written, that the king of Babylon ſhall certainly come 
© and deſtroy this land. refore thus ſaith the Lord con- 


. © cerning Jehoiakim king of Judah, he ſhall have none to 
© fit upon the throne of David; and his dead body ſhall be 


« caſt out, in the day to the heat, and in the night to the 
* froſt, I will puniſh him, and his ſeed, and his ſervants, 
* for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them, and upon. 


© the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and upon the men of Judah, 


* all the evil that I have pronounced againſt them,” But 
they hearkened not. a din | | 

The like fearful judgments did the prophet denounce 
againſt this wicked king, in the 22d chapter of his pro- 
phecy, from ver. 15. to 20. where having briefly touched 
ſome of the virtues of his father, the good king Joſiah, * 


Jer. XX. 


and 
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reign as the effect thereof, he charges 
this king, that his eyes and his heart were altogether ſet 
upon his covetouſneſs, and to ſhed innocent blood; to op- 
preſs, and to do violence. And then pours forth this judg- 
ment upon him, Thus ſaith the Lord concerning Jehoia- 
© kim, the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, They ſhall not lament 
for him, as they that ſay, Ah, my brother! or, Ah, ſiſter! 
© They ſhall not lament for him, ſo much as to ſay, Ah 
Lord! or, Ah, his glory! but he ſhall be buried with 
© the burial of an aſs, dragged and caſt forth beyond the 
gates of Jeruſalem.” ; rr Pats © 

Thus did the Lord give warning upon warning: “ but 
when no warning would prevail, nor any threatening was 
regarded, the Lord at length gave up this hardened king 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, who took Jehoiakim, 
and bound him in fetters, intending to have carried him 


to Babylon, if he had not died on the way. 


lehoiakim left a ſon behind him, named Jehoiachin (cal. 


led alſo Jeconiah, 1 Chron. iii. 16.) a youth, if not a very 


child. It is true, he is ſaid, in the book of Kings, to be 


eighteen years old ; but in the book of the Chronicles he 


is ſaid to be but eight years old when he began to reign. 
Whatever his age was, he ſucceeded his father in the throne; 
and as young as he was, did evil in the ſight of the Lord 
as his father had done. From which, and the meſſage 


that was thereupon ſent him, it is more reaſonable to think 


him eighteen, than but eight years old. 


For to him the prophet Jeremiah was ſent with this meſ- 


ſage, © As I live, faith the Lord, though Coniah (fo in con- 
*.tempt-he-curtailed Jeconiah) the ſon of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah were the ſignet upon my right hand, yet would 
« I pluck thee thence ; and 1 will give thee into the hand 
of them that ſeek thy life, and whoſe face thou feareſt, 
© even Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand 
of the Chaldeans. And I will caſt thee out, and thy 
c mother. that bare thee, into another country where ye were 


not born, and there ſhall ye die; but to the land where- 


© unto they deſire to return, thither ſhall they not return.” 


Then t0 obviate an objeQion which might be made in 
favour: of the king on this wiſe, Is this man, Coniah, a 


* deſpiſed broken idol? Is he a veſſel wherein. is no plea 


* 2 Chron. vi. A. M. 3409. 


© ſure? 
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« ſure? If not, wherefore doſt thou ſay, they ſhall be caſt 
© out, both he and his ſeed, into a land which they know 
not?“ The prophet makes this general appeal. O Earth, 
« earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord : Thus faith the 
© Lord, Write this man childleſs ; a man that ſhall. not proſ- 
per in his days: for no man of his ſeed ſhall proſper, fitting 
upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.” 
The judgment here denounced was quickly executed. For 
in the ſame year Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, 
and beſieged Jeruſalem; and Jehoiachin, not able or not 
daring to defend it; quickly yielded. And by that time he 
had reigned three months and ten days at the moſt, he went 
out, with his mother, his princes, his ſervants, and his of- 
ficers, to the king of Babylon, who carried them all away to 
Babylon, with the mighty men of valour, to the number of 
ten thouſand in all. Amongſt whom was Mordecai, couſin 
Queen Eſther, Eſth. ii. 5, 6, 7. And with 
them he took alſo all the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, 
and of the king's houſe, that he could find; and the chief of 
the handicraftſmen, as ſmiths and carpenters, &c. leaving 
the pooreſt ſort of the people behind. - © © x 
In the room of this Jeconiah, Nebuchadnezzar ſet up Mat- 
taniah his uncle, third ſon of king Joſiah, whoſe name he 
changed to Zedekiah; and he is ſaid to have reigned eleven 


ears.” | | 
But he alſo, though he had ſeen the ruin of his two brothers 
Jehoahaz, or Shallum, and of Jehoiakim, or Eliakim, and 
of his couſin Jeconiah, or J ehoiachin “, took not warning by 
their miſertes ; but did evil in the ſight of the Lord, as they 
had done, and did not humble himſelf before Jeremiah the 
prophet, though he ſpake to him from the mouth of the Lord, 
J 0 Oberon ihe Shaw ood. by | . 
The Lord thereupon ſhewed the prophet, in viſion, the 
ſtate both of them that were gone into captivity, and of them 
that yet remained. This was ' repreſented to him by two 
baſkets of figs ; the one, comparatively at leaſt, very good, 
and the other ſtark naught. The good figs were an emblem 
of that part of Judah which was lately carried away captive 
to Babylon, whom the Lord ſaid he had ſent into the land of 
the Chaldeans for their good, and promiſed that he would 
{et his eye upon them for good, and would bring them (in 
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their 
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their poſterity) back again, and ſettle; them in that good land. 


But the evil ige (which. were ſo bad they were not eatable) 
were a figure of king Zedekiah, with his princes and people, 
that remained yet in the land of Judah; amongſt which, they 
were comprehended who he foreſaw, would run to Egypt for 
ſuecour. All whom the Lord, by his prophet, threatened to 
deliver ta be removed into. all the kingdoms of the earth 
far their that they might be made a reproach and a pro- 
verb, a taunt and à curſe, in all places whither he ſhould 
drive them. And, added he, I will fend the ſword, che 
* famine, and the peſtilence among them, till they be con- 
« {<4 apps land which I gave to them and to their 


The prophet . it ſeems, in Ichoiakim's time, had by the 


command of the Lord made bands and yokes, and. put them 


u his neck, as types or emblems of the bondage which 


- the Lord had long and often. threatened to bring upon the 


le of Judah, as well as upon other lands. And now the 
= commanded him to ſend of, theſe bands and yokes to the 
ſeveral kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Zidon, 
by their ambaſſadors, wha came to Zedekiah at Jeruſalem : 
with command, that they ſhould let their maſters „ that 
the Lord had given all their lands to Nebuchaduezzar king 
of Babylon, his ſervant; and to warn them, that they ſhould 
not hearken to their prophets, diviners, dreamers, enchan- 
ters, ſorcerers, who perſuaded them otherwiſe, but ſhould 
ſabmit to him at their peril. 
But to Zedekiah king of R the n went bimſelf, = 
and ſaid, Bring your | both chou and thy people, | 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and ſerve him and 
© bis people, and live: far why will ye die by the ſword, by IN - 
© the famine, and by the peſtilence, as the Lord hath ſpoken | 
« -againkt the nation that will not ſexve the king of Babylon??? ! 
that will not ſtoop to his judgments, by fubmicting themſelves i * 
xo his rod (the Auyrian, 16. x. 5.) which he had appointed 
for their correcuon, | n SEQ, 7 
Then, having cautioned the king againſt his falſe prophets, 
who ſaothed. him up with pleaſing but falſe tories, he turned , 
himſelf to the prieſis and to the people; whom alſo he warned, 
not to hearken to their prophets, who told them they fhould I 
he ſo far from going captives themſelves, that the veſſel f 
f 
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the Lord's houſe, which had been carried to Babylon, ſhould 
' ſhortly be brought back again: for he aſſured; them, they 


ſhould make inter ceſſion to the Lord of hoſts, that the veſlels 


name was Hananiah “, ſoon after ſet upon Jeremiah in the 
| houſe of the Lord, before both prieſts and people: and tak- _ 


©. Babylon, Within two full years will I bring again into 


© chadnezzar king of Babylon took away, and carried them 


commanded him to wear, and brake it in the preſence of the 
people; ſaying withal, in confirmation of his former predic- 


F 


propheſied a lie to them. And he bid them put their pro- 
phets upon the trial; that if they were prophets mndeed, and 
had the word of the Lord with them, as they preipnded, they 


which were yet left in the houſe of the Lord, and in the 

king's houſe, go not to Babylon after the reſt ; which that 

they ſhould, he now again expreſly foretold. __ 
This ſo nettled the falſe prophets, that one of them, whoſe 


ing upon him to propheſy, in the ſtyle and phraſe of the true 
prophets, he ſaid, © Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hoſts the God 
« of Iſrael, ſaying, 1 lave broken the yoke of the king of 


« this place all the veſſels of the Lord's houſe, that Nebu- 


to Babylon, And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah 
the ſon of Jehoiakim king of Judah, that went into Baby- 
« lon, faith the Lord: for 1 will break the yoke of the king 
of Babylon.” | | PP 

The prophet Jeremiah heard all this. And being, willing 
to ſhew his good affection to his people and country, only 
ſaid, « Amen, I wiſh it might be ſo, and that the Lord 
would perform what thou haſt ſpoken, but the iſſue will prove 
which of us is in the right. 1 1 

This ſoft anſwer emboldened Hananiah to go further. 
Wherefore ſtepping to Jeremiah, he took from off his neck 
the yoke, which, for a ſign of the captivity, the Lord had 


tion, Thus ſaith the Lord, Even fo will I break the yoke 


.« of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, from off the neck 'of 708 


all nations, within the ſpace of two full years. 
The prophet Jeremiah (whoſe tongue was not, as the 
others was, us own, to ſpeak both when and what he pleaſed) 
made him-no anſwer at that time, but went his way. And 
now, no doubt, Hananiah the falſe prophet. was cried up 
among the people, as having foiled Jeremiah, and got the 
day. But the Lord would not ſuffer Hananiah, who had pf. 
fered ſuch indignity to himſelf and his prophet, to go off fo. 
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Wherefore the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
prophet (after that Hananiah had broken the yoke from of 
his neck) bidding him go and tell Hananiah : Thus ſaith 
the Lord, Thou haſt broken the yokes of wood; but thou 
< ſhalt make for them yokes of iron, For thus ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, I have put a yoke of iron upon 
the neck of all theſe nations, that they may ſerve Nebu- 
« chadnezzar king of Babylon, and they ſhall ſerve him; and 
I have given him the beaſts of the field alſo.” 

Having thus contradicted Hananiah's falſe prophecy, he 
went on and ſaid, Hear now, Hananiah, the Lord hath not 
< ſent thee, but thou makeſt this people to truſt in a lie. 
Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, ' Behold I will caſt thee from 
off the face of the earth; and this year thou ſhalt die, be- 
< cauſe thou haſt taught rebellion againſt the Lord.“ And 


| the Lord made good his word, for Hananiah died the ſame 


rear. | 
5 Some time after Jeconiah, with the queen his mother, and 
the princes of Judah, was carried captive to Babylon, Ze- 
dekiah his uncle (whom Nebuchadnezzar had made king in 
his ſtead) ſent ambaſſadors it ſeems (upon ſome occaſion, per- 
haps to pay his tribute) to Nebuchadnezzar at Babylon, By 
theſe the propher Jeremiah ſent a letter, directed to the reſi- 
due of the elders which were carried away captive, and to 
the prieſts and the prophets, and to all the people whom Ne- 
buchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jeruſalem to 
Babylon. Re | 

The tenor of this letter was “, to let them know from the 
Lord, and in his name, that their preſent captivity was by 
God's appointment, who had cauſed them to be carried away 
from Jeruſalem to Babylon; and that it ſhould be a long cap- 
tivity, of ſeventy years continuance: that therefore they 
mould not ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by their falſe pro- 
phets and dreamers that were among them (who would per- 
ſuade them, they ſhould quickly return to their own land 
again); but that they ſhould ſettle contentedly, (in ſubmiſſion 
to the will of God) in the places where they were put (which 
is ſet forth by building, planting, and marrying for propaga- 
tion and increaſe) and fhonld. ſeek the peace of the city 
(where city is, by ſynecdoche, put for the nation) whither 
the Lord had cauſed them to be carried, and pray 'unto the 
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Lord 
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Lord for it, becauſe-in the peace thereof they ſhould have 
ce. 
Ihen for their encouragement, he gives them a comfort- 
ing promiſe from the Lord, that when the ſeventy years” 
ſhould be expired, he would viſit them in good will, and 
would bring them back again into their own land; and would 
afterwards be gracious to them, and anſwer them when they” 
ſhould call upon him. | 
And becauſe it is accounted ( Solamen miſeris, ſocios habuiſſe 
deloris) ſome ſort of comfort to the afflicted, that they are not 
alone in ſufferings, but that others alſo taſte of the fame bit- 
ter cup with them; he told them, the Lord would viſit their 
brethren that were not gone into captivity with them, but 
remained yet at Jeruſalem, both king and people, with ſorer 
judgments than he had done them: for he would puniſh theſe” 
with the ſword, with the famine, and with the peſtilence; 
and would make them like thoſe vile figs (which the Lord: 
had ſhewed him in a viſion, chap. xxiv.) which for their bad- 
neſs could not be eaten; and he would give them up to be 
carried away to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be made a” 
curſe, and an aftoniſhment, and an hiſſing, and a reproach,. 
among all the nations whither he would drive them; becauſe” 
they had not hearkened to his words, which he had ſpoken to 
them by his ſervants the prophets. „ 
Then from the general turning to particulars, he denounced- 
an expreſs an terrible judgment from the Lord againſt two- 
of the falſe prophets (whom thoſe captive Jews had boaſted 
of, ver. 15.) Ahab and Zedekiah by name, which he bid 
all the captives take notice of; which was, that becauſe theſe 
two men had propheſied a lie unto them in the name of the 
Lord, therefore the Lord would deliver thoſe two' men into 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who ſhould. 
ſlay them before their eyes: as it ſeems he did, by burning 
them alive. For it follows in the prophet's letter; And of 
them ſhall be taken up a curſe, by all the captivity of ]udah 
* which are in Babylon; who, (when they would wiſh the 
* greateſt evil to any one) ſhall ſay, The Lord make thee: 
like Zedekiah, and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon: 
* roaſted in the fire. | "FAT | 
The cauſe of this great ſeverity on Nebuchadnezzar's part, 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be their propheſying that the- 
Jewiſh captives ſhould ſpeedily be delivered out of. his hand. 
Which was looked upon as a moving of ſedition, a raiſing of 
2 2 | rebellion, .. 
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rebellion, and a diſturbing of the peace of the Babyloniſh go- 


vernment. But the true cauſe of the Lord's diſpleaſure was, 


becauſe they had done villainy in Iſrael, having committed 


adultery with their neighbours wives, and ſpoken lying words 
x; the name of the Lord; words which he had not commanded 
em; | : 
Upon the receipt of this letter, one Shemaiah (who made 
_ hinifelf ſomebody among the captive Jews in Babylon) took 
upon him to write to Zephaniah the prieſt (who was next in 
place to Seraiah the high-prieſt, Jer. Iii. 24.) aud to the reſt 
of the prieſts at Jeruſalem, ſoothing up Zephaniah, as if the 
Lord had made him ſuch a prieſt as Jehoiada the high; prieſt 
was of old, to impriſon and flock offenders. Then com- 
0 to him of Jeremiah, for having written to them in 
abylon that this captivity would be long, and that therefore 
they ſhould build, plant, and ſettle there; he repreſented Je- 
remiah as a madman, a prophet of his own making; and 
therefore would have prieſt Zephaniah put him into priſon, 
and in the ſtocks therme. 
Zephamah, having received this letter from Shemaiah, 
read it to Jeremiah. Whereupon the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah, requiring him to ſend again unto all them of the 


captivity, and to ſay unto them, in the name of the Lord, 


concerning Shemaiah (whom he called the dreamer). Be- 
* cauſe Shemaiah hath propheſied unto you, and I ſent him 
not, but he hath cauſed you to truſt in a lie, therefore thus 
faith the Lord, I will puniſh Shemaiah and his ſeed: he 
„ ſhall not have a man to dwell among this people, neither 
* ſhall he behold the good that I will do for my people, faith 
« the Lord, becauſe he hath taught rebellion againſt me.“ 
The good prophet, having thus diſcharged his duty to thoſe 
that were already gone into captivity, returned to warn them 
that remained behind ; that they, by turning from their evil 
ways, and returning to the Lord, might have prevented their 
own captivity and ruin. And the better to furniſh him with 
_ freſh matter of argument to perſuade them, the Lord ſent 
him down to the potter's houſe ; where, by obſerving the 
power the potter had over his clay, to make or mar his work 
at his pleaſure, he might thence take occaſion to inculcate to 
the people the uncontroulable power which the Lord had over 


them. Which when he had done, they deſperately anſwered, 
We will walk after our own devices, and we will every one 


| « do 


: | 
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do the imagination of his evil heart *.“ The Lord there. 
upon threatening them by his prophet, to ſcatter them, as 
with an eaſt-wind, before their enemies, and make their land 
deſolate ; they flattered themſelves, that becauſe they had the 
law among them, and the prieſts and their own prophets on 
their fide, they were out of danger of the'miſchiefs threatened. 
For the law (faid they) ſhall not periſh from the prieſt, nor 
* counſel from the wiſe, nor the word from the prophet.“ 
And therefore concluding Jeremiah was wrong, they com- 
bined againſt him, and ſaid, * Come, let us deviſe devices 
* againſt. Jeremiah, and let us ſmite him with the tongue, and 
let us not give heed to any of his words. ; 7 
This moved the afflited prophet to pour forth his com- 
plaint unto the Lord againſt them. And the Lord thereupon 
bid him get him a potter's earthen bottle f, and taking with 
him ſome of the moſt ancient both of the people and of the - 
J prieſts, go forth to the valley of the ſon of Hinnom (called 
Tophet) and there proclaim the words that he ſhould tell him 
(which were dreadful threatenings of extreme calamities, ex- 
preſſed in Jer. xix. from verſe 3. to 14.) and then break the 
bottle before them, as a type of the breaking of that people 
2 to pieces. All which the prophet performed; and then com- 
* ing back from Tophet, he took up his ſtanding in the court 
; of the Lord's houſe, and ſaid to all the people: e Wt! 
A Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Behold k 
will bring upon this city, and upon all her towns, all the | 
0 evil that I have pronounced againſt it; becauſe they have 
* * hardened their necks that they might not hear my word.“ 
h Paſhur, ſon of Immer the prieſt, being at that time a chief 
governor. in the houſe of the Lord, when he heard jeremiah- 
ſe propheſy theſe things, not only ſtruck him, but put him in 
n the ſtocks that were in the high-gate of Benjamin by the- 
11 houſe of the Lord, and kept him in the ſtocks all night; but 
on the morrow he took him out again. Then ſaid ſeremiah 
ch to him, The Lord hath not called thy name Paſhur t, which 
© ſignifies increaſing liberty (for he had taken liberty from 
the prophet); but Magor-miſſabib, that is, Fear round 
k * about. For thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will make thee 
to © a terror to thyſelf, and to all thy friends, and they ſhall falt 
by the ſword of their enemies, and thine eyes ſhall behold 
d, it. And I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of, 


ww WH Roy 


©} - 6 _"©@ V0 et” oe Fo OD 


Jo | a Jer. xi. + Jer. xix. t Jers kx. 


Z 3 Babylon, 


2358 SACRED HISTORY. PW. 


Babylon, and he Mall carry them captive into Babylon, and 


' © ſhall ſlay many of them with the ſword. And thou,*Paſhur, 


Aan all thatdwell in thine houſe, ſhall go into captivity, and 


©. thou ſhalt come to Babylon, and there thou ſhalt die, and 
*- ſhalt be buried there, thou and thy fries, to whom thou 
© haſt propheſied lies.” 6. 

Now becauſe the exerciſe which Jeremiah had with this 


| ein people, as well thoſe of them that were gone to Ba- 


ylon, as thoſe that remained in Jeruſalem (of which he 
gournfully complains in the reſt of this 2oth chapter) was 


© very great, the Lord raiſed him up a fellow-labourer, who, 
by. taking part of the work, might make his burden ſome- 


what the lighter; and by propheſying the ſame thing, might 
confirm his prophecies among the people, and therein be a 
comfort unto him. : Io 
This was Ezekiel the prieſt, who, having been carried to 
Babylon among the captives, when king Jehoiachir (alias 
ce was carried away, was, in the fifth year of that 
ing's and his own captivity, called to the office of a prophet, 
and made to fee the viſions of God. And having been, by 
the glorious diſcoveries of the Lord unto him, encouraged 
ſtrengthened, inſtructed, and fitted for the ſervice (of which 
he gives an account in his three firſt chapters “) he was com- 


- _ manded to take a tile (or plank) and having pourtrayed upon 


it the city Jeruſalem, to lay fiege againſt it, and build a fort 
againſt it, and caſt up a mount againſt it, and ſet a camp 
again it, and plant battering rams againſt it, round about, 
all in portraiture ; and then to take an iron pan, and ſet it 
for an iron wall between him and the cit. 

By theſe,” and by certain other poſtures and actions, as by 
lying a certain time on his left - ſide, then a certain time on his 
right. ſide, and uncovering his arm; by making filthy bread, of 
mixed and unuſual grain; and by eating his bread by weight, 
and drinking his water by meaſure, the prophet exhibited unto 
his people a plain type of the ſiege that ſhould ſhortly be laid 
againſt Jeruialem, the force and ſtrength of the batteries, and 
the manifold hardſhips and miſeries which the beſieged ſhould 
thereby ſuſtain, All which he deſcribes in his fourth chapter. 

And in his fifth chapter, by another type, of ſhaving his 
head and beard, dividing the hair by weight, burning a 
third part of it with fire, cutting another third part with a 
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kpife, ſcattering another third part in the wind, and dining ; 
up a ſmall part in the ſkirt of his garment, and then 
ſome of that ſmall part alſo into the fire, he ſet before his 


people the deſtruction and regen aer SOR 85 W 


after Jeruſalem ſhould be taken. iT) 

The next year (which was the arch of Ghar: captiviey *) as 
the prophet Ezekiel was _— in his houſe; among the cap- 
tives of Babylon, having the elders of Judah (then captives 
there) before him; — hand (that id the power) of the 
Lord fell upon him; and the ſpirit lifting him up between the 
earth and the heaven, brought him in a viſion to Jeruſalem; 
where the Lord leading him from place to place, ſhewed him 
the abominations, as well Pirate as enen e of the men of 
Jeans and Jeruſalem. 

And having gone through all chat, he mewed So by 
another viſion of fix men with their deſtroying weapons in 
their hands, the ſlaughter that ſhould be made of theſe wicked 
people; and the preſervation of the few godly ones amongſt 
them, by the viſion of a man, with an ink-horn in his hand, 
going before thoſe ſlaughter- men, and ſetting a mark upon 
the fore-heads of them that ſhould be ſpared] Which, with 
other like viſions tending to ſet forth the fin and judgment of 
that people, and his being brought back again in viſion, by 
the ſpirit of God to Chaldea, and his relating to his fellow. 
captives what in thoſe viſions the Lord had 2 him, are 
delivered and deſcribed in his gth, roth; and 1 — N 
Very punctual and very particular is this prophet, in ſet- 
ting down the dates of his viſions; and that ſometimes not a 
year only, or a month, but to a very day. 

This firſt viſion he dates on the fifth day of the — 
month in the thirtieth year, which was the fifth year of Je- 
hoiachin's captivity 3 but from whence this thirtieth year 
ſhould commence, the text doth not expreſs. It is pretty 
generally underſtood to be from the time that the book of the 
law was found, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 15. which was in the 
eighteenth year of the reign of -Joſiah, - who reigned four- 


teen years after. Which. hy ans be years, with the eleven 


years of Jehoiakim, and ſive years of Jehotachin* 8. . 
vity, make up the thirty years 


Thus did the Lord, by theſe two eminent propbets, viſit 
his N warning after warning, and both by very fig< 
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niſicant types, and direct and poſitive / prophecies, endea- 
voured to reclaim them. But at length, after very many 
warnings and threatenings given and flighted, the Lord 
brought upon king Zedekiah ' and his people the deſtruc- 

tion ſo often foretold; which Zedekiah himſelf was inſtru- 
mental to haſten. For he rebelling againſt Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had made him king, Nebuchadn nezzar came up with 
all his army againſt Jeruſalem, and picking againſt it, built 
forts againſt it round about. 


This fiege was laid on the tenth day of the tenth month, 
in the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign; + and was ſhewed 


by the Lord to Ezekiel in Chaldea, at a great diſtance, 
on the very felf ſame day. And then alſo did the Lord, 
by ſeveral freſh types (as that of ſetting on a pot with 


water, f and ſeething therein the choice of the flock, with 


the ſcum in it; and that other, of taking away ſuddenly 


the prophet's wife, and — him to mourn. for her 


death) ſet forth both the ſin and the Puniſhment of the 
people, which ſhould not be lamented. 

The city being now ſhut up, the Lord ſent his prophet 
Jeremiah to king Zedekiah with this meſſage . Thus faith 
the Lord, the God of Iſrael; Behold, I will give this 


city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he ſhall 


burn it with fire, and thou ſhalt not eſcape. out of his 
© hand, but ſhalt ſurely be taken, and be delivered into 
© his hand; and thou ſhalt ſee the king of Babylon, and 
© he ſhall ſpeak with thee face to face, and thou ſhalt go 
© to Babylon.? 

Then, a little to alleviate this hard meſſage, che prophet 


aſſured him from the Lord, that he ſhould not die by the 


ſword, but ſhould die à natural death; and that he ſhould 


be lamented, - and his funeral perfumed with burning of 
odours, in like manner as had been done for the former kings, 


his predeceſſors. 
Aſter the prophet had delivered this meſſage to king Ze- 


| Fr be with his, people, thinking to wok for tormer 


ſins by ſome. ſhew- of reformation, agreed together, to pro- 
claim liberty to the Hebrew ſervants of either ſex, Ac- 
cordingly, both king, princes, and chief of the people en- 
tered into a covenant before the Lord, that none - ſhould 


© ſerve himſelf of his brother a Jew ; but that every one ſhould let 
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his man- ſervant, and maid- ſervant, being art. Hebrew, or 
Hebreweſs, go free (at the end of fix years ſervice, ac-+ 
cording as the law directed, Exod. xxi. 2. Deut. xv. 12). 
And this covenant, it ſeems, they ratified by the ancient 
and ſolemn ceremony of dividing a calf (or heifer) into 
two parts, and paſſing between the parts; which imported 
a ſort of imprecation on. themſelves,” that they might be 
ſo cut aſunder, in caſe they did not keep the covenant they 
then entered inte dd 202. 16 ne, 
Upon this proclamation the ſervants ere ſet free; but the 
inſincerity of the maſters quickly appeared. For in a while 
after this, * the army of the king of Egypt coming to 
relieve Jeruſalem, the Chaldeans hearing of their coming, 
raiſed their ſiege from before ] eruſalem, and went to meet 
and fight the Egyptiaus. Cie He 10 e 
Ihe Jews. thereupon pleaſing themſelves with the per- 
ſuaſion that the Egyptians (in this caſe their friends) would 
beat the Chaldeans (their enemies) and that therefore their 
danger was over, repented their having manumitted their 
ſervants ; and reducing them into ſubjection again, cauſed 
them to return to their reſpective ſervices, chap; xxxiv. 11. 
This tergiverſation ſo highly: provoked the Lord, that he 
forthwith ſent his prophet jeremiah to them, giving him 
in charge to ſay : Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of Iſrael; 
I made a covenant with your fathers when I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, the houſe of bond-men, that every 
man ſhould let his brother an Hebrew, go free from him, 
when he had ſerved him fix years; but your fathers did 


in my ſight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his nergh- + 
bour, and ye had made a covenant before me in the houſe - 
which is called by my name. But ye have turned back, 
and polluted my name (ſo is the breach of covenant called 
that is made in his name) and ye have cauſed every man 
his ſervant, and his handmaid, whom they had ſet at li- 
berty at their pleaſure, to return to their ſervices, and 
have brought them into ſubjection, to be your ſervants and 
bandmaids d ga... | 19930; 6h 07 ale al 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Since ye have not 
© hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty (and 2 
to it) : Behold, I proclaim liberty for you, ſaith the Lord, 


fer. XXXVi. 1 Jer. xxxiv, 
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©to the ſword; to the peſtilence, and to the famine; and 
1 will make you to removed into all the kingdoms 
of the earth. And the men that have tranſgreſſed my 
© covenant, and have not performed the words of the co- 
© venant which they made before me, when they cut the 
©. calf in twain, and paſſed between the parts thereof, even 
c the princes of Judah and feruſalem, the eunuchs and the 
prieſts, and all the people of the land that paſſed between 
© the parts of the calf, them will I give into the hand of 
their enemies that ſeek their life; even into the hand of 
© the king of Babylon's army which are gone from you, for 
«* behold, I will command, faith the Lord, and cauſe them 
to come again to this city, and they ſhall fight againſt 
it, and take it, and burn it with fire; and I will make 
© the cities of Judah a deſolation without an inhabitant.” 
Upon this probably it was, that king Zedekiah ſent je- 
cuhal,” and Zephaniah the prieſt to the prophet Jeremiah, 
to deſire him to pray unto the Lord their God for them. 
But the anſwer the prophet gave them from the Lord, 
was this : | 
„Thus ſhall ye ſay to the king of Judah, who ſent you 
to me: Behold, Pharaoh's: army, which is come forth to 
help you, ſhall return into their own land; and the Chal- 
- © :deans ſhall come again, and ſhall fight againſt this city and 
take it, and burn it: therefore thus ſaith the Lord, de- 
© 'ceive not yourſelves with a conceit, that the Chaldeans 
'« ſhall ſurely depart. from you, for they ſhall not depart. 
Nay, though' ye had ſmitten the whole army of the Chal- 
« :deans'* that fight againſt you, and had left none of them 
© but wounded” men; yet ſhould even they riſe up, every 
man from his tent, and ſhould burn this city with fire.“ 
The prophet was not yet put in priſon, but went up and 
down amongſt the people at liberty; and intending to take 
this opportunity (now that the Chaldean army being riſen 
from the ſiege, the gates were open and the way was clear) 
to leave Jerufalem, and to go into the land of Benjamin 
perhaps to his own city Anathoth, which was not far off) 
he walked forth in order thereunto; but when he was in 
the gate of Benjamin, where the guard was kept, Irijah, 
a captain of the guard, charged him that he was going 
ta fall away to the Chaldeans, and ſeized him for a deſerter. 
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Jeremiah bluntly told him it was falſe, and that he was 
not falling away to the Chaldeans; but the captain would 
not hear him, but had him away to the princes. /; They 


were in ſuch * at the prophet, that they fell on him 


and beat him; and not content with that, they committed 
him to priſon too, in the houſe ef Jonathan the ſecretary 


| (for there, for the greater ſecurity, they had made the pri- 
ſon;) and into the innermoſt dungeon was poor Jeremiah 


ut. . | ED 
£ After the good prophet had lain in this filthy priſon many 
Zedeklah ſent, and took him out, and had him 
brought privately to his houſe; where, between themſelves, 
the king aſked him, if there was any word from the Lord 
(meaning, concerning him.) Ves, replied the prophet, 
© there is; for thou ſhalt be delivered into the hand, of the 
© king of Babylon. But (added he) what (or wherein) have 
I offended againſt thee, or againft thy ſervants, or agai 
« this people, that ye have put me in priſon? I told you in- 
« deed, that the king of Babylon ſhould come againſt this 
city and land, and ye all ſee it is true: where then are 
your prophets that propheſied the contrary ? Vet if, not- 
« withſtanding my prophecy 1s ſo apparently true, I muſt 
needs lie in priſon for it: Hear now, I pray thee, O my 
© lord the king, and let my ſupplication be accepted by 
< thee, that thou cauſe me not to return to the houſe of 
Jonathan, leſt I die there.“ ; 0004 e 
The king thereupon commanded that | they ſhould com- 
mit Jeremiah to the court of the priſon (a more commo- 
dious place for him) and that they ſhould give him every 
day a piece of bread out of the bakers ſtreet, ſo long as 
there ſhould be any bread left in the city. 4 
While the prophet remained in this priſon, where he could 
ſpeak to the people, he ceaſed not to warn them of the 
miſeries that. would inevitably come upon them, if they held 
out till the place was taken ; telling them from the Lord, 
This city thall ſurely be given into the hand of the king 
© of Babylon's army, which ſhall take it, and he that re- 
< maineth in this city ſhall die by the ſword, by the fa- 
mine, and by the peſtilence; but he that goeth forth to 
© the Chaldeans live; for he ſhall have his life for 
< a prey. * 3 Bai 


fer. xxXxVII. 
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But when the princes underſtood that Jeremiah had ſpoken 


bid to the people, they went to the king, and beſought 
him that he migkt be put to death; alledging, that by ſuch 
ſpeeches he weakened the hands of the men of war that 
remained in the city, and indeed of all the people; and 
that it was thereby! evident, he fought not their welfare, 
: but their hurt. . 

The Log: | (not good in himſelf, and now, in a ftrait, - 


not in condition to conteſt with his princes) told them, 


They might do what they would with him.“ Whereupon, 
without more ado, they took Jeremiah, and caſt him into 


che dungeon that was in the court of the priſon, letting him 


don with cords; and there being no water, but much 
mire in the place, the good man Junk down, and ſtuck 
faſt in the mire. _ 


dn dei irg: and there, in all 


likelihood, had this holy prophet periſhed, had not God 
- raiſed up an e got his deliverance, ſuch as was leaſt 
to be expected. 

There was in the kin f jodab's court an Ethiopian, 
or blackmoor, called King 
ſervant of the king; and he was indeed one of the king's 
eunuchs. When this man had heard thãt they put the pro- 
1 2 into the dungeon, he went boldly to the king (then 


. which name imports, a 


in the gate of Benjamin) and ſaid to him, My lord, 
* g, theſe men have done evil, in all that they have 


* K to ſexemiah the prophet: for they have caſt him into 
-« the dungeon); 'whete, beſides all other annoyances, he is 


© like to die fo! hunger.” 3603 
The king then bidding Ebed- al take with him from 
a thirty men, and go take Jeremiah the prophet out 


- of the dungeon before he died, the noble moor taking with 


bim the men, went into the houſe under the treaſury, and 
: from thence old caſt clouts and rotten rags, let them 
dobn by cords to Jeremiah into the dungeon, adviſing him 

to faſten! the cords ſo as to prevent galling him Which 


: "lea the prophet had done, the men whom Ebed- melech 


had n him drew him up by the cords out of the 


dungeon, and put him into the court of the priſon. again, 


-- where he had been a priſoner before. 
This kindneſs to E prophet, the Lord ſo accepted, that 


while Jeremiah was yet a priſoner in the court of the pri- 


. fon, he ONE: him to Fa to Ebed-melech the Ethio- 


- plan, 


— 
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pian, Thus faith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, behold, 
© | will bring to paſs my words on this city, for evil and 
h © not for „ and thou ſhalt live to fee them accom- 
© pliſhed ; but I will deliver thee in that day, ſaith the Lord, 


d s and thou ſhalt not be delivered into the hand of the men 
whom thou feareſt. For I will ſurely deliver thee, and 


„ | < thou ſhalt not fall by the ſword; but thy life ſhall be given 
Ee «© thee for a prey, becauſe thou haſt put thy truſt in me, 
8 faith the Lord.” ore 2 
& After the prophet ' ſeremiah was brought back from the 
bi dungeon toe his former prifon, king Zedekiah ſent for him 
* to be brought to him into the houſe of the Lord; and 
h having him there by himſelf, defired him not to hide any 
K thing from him of that whereof he ſhould now aſk him. 
| The prophet, having met with ſuch hard uſage, was wil- 
Ml ling now to make better terms, eſpecially ſeeing he was 
* not under any conſtraint from the Lord, but was to anſwer 


| the king's requeſt, Therefore, before he anſwered the king; 
he aſked him, if he would promiſe not to put him to death; 
in caſe what he ſhould' declare to him ſhould not pleaſe 


2 him: and whether, if he gave him counſel he would take 
55 it. To this latter, the king made no reply; but to the 
. former, relating to the prophet's ſafety, the king ſware 


to him by the Lord (who having given him his lite; could 
q take it away if he brake his oath) that he would not put 
ts him to death, nor deliver him to theſe who ſought his 
| | TY 5 SORE; | | 639384 
4 Then ſaid the prophet to the king, If thou ſurrender 
© the city, and go forth to the king of Babylon's Princes, 
« their thy foil thall hve, and thou and thy houſe; and this 


b « city ſhall not be burned with fire. But if chou wilt not 
n < oo forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then ſhall 


* < this city be given into the hands of the Chaldeans, and 
i they ſhall burn it With fire 277 thou ſhalt not eſcape 
im out of their hands.“ E e e on nk 
2s But, ſaid the king, I am afraid of the Jews that are 
1 fallen to the Chaldeans, leſt, if I ſhould yield myſelf to 
I the Chaldeans, they ſhould deliver me to thoſe Jews: to be 
be i melee by r anne bag ae wet 
in, © Nay ; ſaid the prophet, obey, I beſeech thee; the voice 
© of the Lord which 1 have ſpoken to thee; and 1 enn 


hat aſſure thee the Chaldeans ſhall not deliver thee to thoſe 
ri Jews, but it ſhall be well unto” thee, and thy foul hall 
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live But if thou refuſe to go forth, this is the word 
« which the Lord hach ſhewed me: all the women that are 
left in the king of Judah's houſe (the remainder of thoſe 
« that were carned away. with Jeconiah and his mother) 
« ſhall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, 
and they ſhall diſcover how thy friends have ſet thee on, 
« and have prevailed againſt thee, and have now left thee 
„in the mire. So all thy wives and thy children ſhall be 
s brought out to the Chaldeans, and thou thyſelf ſhalt not 
s eſcape out of their hand, but ſhalt be taken by the king 
of Babylon, and thou ſhalt be the cauſe that this city 
# ſhall be burnt with fire | | ; | 
The king, having heard what the prophet had to ſay, 
charged him at parting. not to let any man know what 
diſcourſe had paſſed between them at the peril of his life. 
But {faid he) if the princes ſhould hear that I have talked | 
« with thee, and thereupon come and aſk thee what thou 
* haſt ſaid to me, and 1 to thee; let them know thou didſt 
« preſent a petition to me, that I would not ſend thee back 
„ to the priſon in Jonathan's houſe, to die there.” Ac- 
cordingly, when the princes had heard that Jeremiah had 
been with the king, they came and examined him what 
had paſſed between them; and he putting them off, as the 
king had directed him, the matter was not diſcovered. | 

- Though the King carried it outwardly ſomewhat fair, ex- 
cuſing himſelf by ſome pretended neceſſities from following 
the counſel which the Lord, by his prophet, had often given 
bim; yet he was naught and falſe. Which made the pro- 
phet Ezekiel break forth thus againſt him: O thou pro- 
5 phane wicked prince of Iſrael, whoſe day is come, whoſe 
£ iniquity ſhall have an end! Thus ſaith the Lord God, 
£ remove the diadem, and take off the crown, &c. Ezek. 
XXI. 25, 26. E N 

; The prophet Jeremiah having often, on divers occaſions, 
foretold the taking of Jeruſalem, and the deſtruction thereof,“ 
and that both king and people ſhould go into captivity ; 
now, to perſuade them that they who ſhould ſurvive the . 
Shad time of that captivity ſhould return, and poſ- 
ſeſs their land again, himſelf turned purchaſer, even while 
be was a priſoner. For Hanameel, his uncle Shallum's ſon, 
coming to him in the priſon, and defiring him to buy of 
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him his field which was in Anathoth in the country of Ben- 
jamin (the right whereof, by the law of inheritance, be- 
longed to him as being the next of kin, Levit. xxv.) the 
prophet, knowing that this thing was ordered of the Lords 
(that having been already made known to him) he did 
not heſitate, but forthwith bought the field of his ccuſin 
Hanameel for ſeventeen ſhekels of filver (which he paid by 
weight, as the manner then was, not by tale). And having 
cauſed the field to be conveyed to himſelf by written deeds, 


figned, fealed, and well witnefſed, he delivered thoſe pur. 
chaſe-deeds, both the original which was enrolted and the 


counterpart thereof, unto Baruch his ſcribe, in the preſence 
of his couſin Hanameel, and of the witneſſes that had ſub- 
ſcribed them, and before all the Jews that fat in the court 
of the priſon; charging Baruch before them all, that he 
ſhould put thoſe evidences into an earthen veſſel, that being 
to be hidden in the ground, they might not be defaced or 
ſpoiled, but might continue ſound and whole for many days. 
For, ſaid he, thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of 
* Iſrael, houſes, and fields, and vineyards ſhall be poſſeſſed 


again in this land.. | 


The fiege of Jeruſalem had now continued long, and 


the proviſions of the city being by that means much ſpent, 


the famine which God by his prophets had threatened them 
with, as one part of their puniſhment, was now grown ſtrong 
upon them. The bread was ſo near ſpent when Ebed-melech 
took Jeremiah out of the dungeon, that he thought there 
had been none left in the city then, Jer. xxxviii. 9 But 
now there was none indeed, Jer. lii, 6. And fo far did 
the famine prevail, that Ezekiel's prophecy may be fup- 
poſed to have been then fulfilled upon them, That the 


*« fathers ſhould eat their ſons,” and the ſons their fathers,” 


Ezek v. 10.. To which alfo the prophet Jeremiah may be 
thought to have had reference, when, recounting ſome of 
the calamities the people endured, he ſaid: The tongue 
of the ſucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth 


for thirſt: the young children aſk bread and no man 


© breaketh it to them, They that did feed delicately are 


diſconſolate in the ſtreets: they that were 0 up in 


* ſcarlet, embrace dunghills. The hands of the pitiful women 
© have ſodden their own children: they were their meat, 
in the deſtruction of the daughter of my people,” Lam. iv. 
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When the beſieged were brought, through their own ob- 


ſtinacy to theſe extremities, the city at length was taken 


by ftorm, on the ninth day of the fourth month, in the 


eleventh year of Zedekiah's reign ; the Chaldeans, after 


a fiege of eighteen months, winning the middle gate, and 
the princes of the king of Babylon taking poſſeſſion of it. 

As ſoon as king Zedekiah and his, men of war ſaw the 
Chaldeans had forced the gate, and were got into the city, 
they all fled; and leaving the city by night, went out by 
the way of the gate which was by the king's garden, be- 
tween the two walls, and the king took the way towards 
the plain. But the Chaldean army lying round about the 
city, they that were on that fide where the king went out, 
purſuing after him, overtook him in the plains of Jericho, 
and all his army being ſcattered from him, they took the 
king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon, at 
Riblah in the land of Hamoth, where he gave judgment 


upon him. 


And, in the firſt place, be flew the ſons of Zedekiah be- 
fore his eyes; then he flew alſo the princes of Judah who 
had withheld the king from hearkening to the prophet, and 


Fielding himſelf as the Lord required. And when he had 


uniſhed Zedekiah with theſe terrifying- fights, he put out 

is eyes, and binding him in fetters of braſs, carried him 
ſo bound to Babylon, where he kept him in priſon to the 
day of his death. _. — 

The city thus taken, the king a captive, the princes and 
nobles moſt of them ſlain, and the men of war fled; + the 
next thing was to take the plunder, and deſtroy the place. 
To that end ſoon after came Nebuzaradan, captain of the 
guards or marſhal to the king of Babylon, and having broken 
down the walls of Jeruſalem, he burnt the houſe. of the 
Lord, and the king's houſe, and all the great men's houſes, 


and deſtroyed the city with fire. 


_ Then taking the reſidue of the people that yet remained 
in the city, together with thoſe that during the fiege had 
yielded themſelves to the Chaldeans, he ſent them priſoners 
to Babylon, _ only ſome of the poor of the land 
For vine-dreſſers and. for huſbandmen, unto whom he gave 
vineyards and fields to till. | | 

+ The riches of the temple he ſent alſo to Babylon, f and 
therewith Seraiah the chief-prieſt, and Zephaniah (his ſuf- 
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fragan) the ſecond prieſt, with ſome of the door-keepers. 
Some prime men alſo, whom he found in the city (Who 
belike wanted either opportunity or courage to attempt an 
eſcape) he took and brought to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah, who cauſed them to be put to death there. Among 
theſe was an eunuch that had the charge of the men of 
war, and the muſter-maſter-general of the king of judah's 
army, with fome others that were officers near the king's 
rſon. : DR, 8 bo 
Pepe king of Babylon having underitood what pains the 
prophet Jeremiah had taken to bring the king of Judah 
and his princes to a timely ſurrender, and what hardſhips 
he had undergone for ſo doing, had given a- ſtrict charge 
to Nebuzaradan, to have an eſpecial regard to the pro- 
het; and not only to take care that he ſuffered no harm, 
2 to do for him whatſoever he himſelf ſhould deſire. 
Nebuzaradan therefore, with the princes of the king of 
Babylon, ſent to fetch Jeremiah from the prifon to them *. 
But having (through forgetfulneſs, or much buſineſs) flipt- 
the ſeaſon, they who had the charge of tranſporting the 
captives had taken him, it ſeems, among the reſt, and cars 
ried him away in chains as far as Ramah. From thence” 
therefore they ſent for him back, and when he was come 
Nebuzaradan thus ſpake unto him : SS Hf EN 
© The Lord thy God, who pronounced this evil upon this 
place, hath now brought it; and done according as he 
© had ſaid. Becauſe ye have ſinned againſt the Lord, and 
© have not qbeyed his voice, therefore is this thing come 
upon you. But now, behold, I looſe thee from the chains 
„which were upon thine hand; and if it ſeem good unto 
© thee to come with me into Babylon, come, and I will 
© provide well for thee. © But if thou hadit rather tarry here, 
© behold all the land is before thee, go-whitherſoever thou 
© haſt a mind to go.“ Then giving him ſome proviſions 
and a preſent, he kindly diſiniſſed the prophet ;- wis under- 
ſtanding by Nebuzaradan, that the king of Babylon had 
made Gedaliah (the ſon of Ahikam, and grandſon of Sha- 
phan) governor of the land, he went to him by Nebuzara- 
dan's advice, and dwelt with him at Mizpah, among the- 

the people that were left in the land. e 
When the captains of king Zedekiah's forces (which fled 
with him upon the taking of the city, and were ſcattered 
: Jer xl. : — 
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and diſperſed about the country) underſtood that the king 
of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor over the land of 
Judah, and had committed to his care and charge the people 
ef all ranks that remaiued in the land, they came with their 
men to Mizpah, and ſubmitted themſelves to him. 

Among theſe were Iſhmael (who was of the king's ſeed) 
Ichanan and Jonathan (two brothers) Seraiah, and divers 
ether principal commanders ; whom, with their men, Ge- 
deliah the governor took into his protection, on condition 
they ſhould be ſubject to the king of Babylon. And let- 
ting them know that he would keep his court at Mizpah 
(that he might be near the Chaldeans, to correſpond with 
them, and receive orders from them), he left them at li- 
berty to. ſettle themſelves in any of the cities they liked, 
and to ftore themſelves with wine, oil, and ſummer- fruits, 
for a winter-proviſion. | | | 

The Jews alſo that in the common danger had fled for 
ſafety to the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, and into other 
countries, when they heard that the king of Babylon had 
left a remnant of Judah in the land, and had ſet their own 
countryman Gedaliah over them, returned to the land of 
Judah again; and having preſented themſelves. before go- 
vernor Gedaliah at Mizpah, were by him diſmiſſed to their 
vintage and harveſt, . 

But Iſhmael ſtomaching, that Gedaliah (who was but a 
private perſon) ſhould not only be preferred before him * 
(ho was of the blood royal) but ſet over him as governor ; 
and imparting his diſcontent to half a ſcore more who were 
of the princes of Judah, .and who alſo thought it beneath 
them to be under Gedaliah, they conſpired againſt him, 
being animated thereunto by the king of the Ammonites. 
This 8 Johanan, one of the captains, having 
got knowledge of, went and diſcovered it to Gedaliah, de- 
firing him to give him leave to ſlay Iſhmael. But Geda- 
hah being a man of great worth, and of an honourable 
mind, not apt to entertain ſuſpicions of others, would not 
believe that Iſhmael was treacherous, much leſs give way 
to ſo diſhonourable an act as to have him ſlain privately. 

It was not long after, that Iſhmael, with the other ten 


princes of Judah who had eicaped the ſlaughter and cap- | 


aivity, came to Mizpah, on pretence of waiting on the 


4. 
# Jer, 1 ; 
E governor 
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governor Gedaliah, and were kindly received and  enter- © 
tained by him; but they, watching an opportunity, drew 
their ſwords, and ſetting upon Gedaliah ſlew him; and, that 
his death might not be revenged upon themſelves, they, 
with their retinue, taking the people of Mizpah at an ad- 
vantage (who, ſuſpecting no danger, were unprovided for 
defence) fell ſuddenly upon them too, and flew not only 
the Jews, but the Chaldeans alſo who were there with Ge- 
daliah. 7 4, „ FO 
This murder and maffacre they kept ſo private, that the 
ſecond day after it was not known abroad; by which means 
about fourſcore men of the Iſraelites fell alſo into Iſhmael's 
hands. Theſe coming from Shechem, Shiloh, and Sama- 
ria, were going to Jeruſalem, to carry offerings and in- 
cenſe to the houſe of the Lord, which it is ſuppoſed they 
had not heard was deſtroyed when they came from home. 
Their way lying by Mizpah, Iſhmael ſeeing them, went 
forth to mec them; and that he might the more eaſil 
draw them into his ſnare, by conforming himſelf to th 
| condition, whom he obſerved to be in deep mourning (for 


; they had not only rent their clothes, after they had heard 

| of the deſtruction of the holy city and temple, but had 

ſhaved their beards alſo, and cut themſelves, which were 
two heatheniſſi practices they had learned from their neiph- - 

1 bours, contrary to the law, Levit. xix. 27, 28.) he, croco- 

| dile-like, went weeping to them: and, that he might ſound 

; their affection to the governor, invited them to come into 

e Mizpah to Gedaliah. | A 

2 But when he had by this train drawn them into the city, 


bs he fell upon them, and flew them all, except ten men. They, 
by acquainting him that they had treaſures (or ſtores of 
g wheat, barley, oil, and honey) in the field, eſcaped his hands, 
2 and ſaved their lives. 1 Fog | | mo 
1 The dead bodies he caſt into a pit which Aſa king of 
le Judah had made for fear of Bazſha king of Iſrael; and 
ot then taking with him, as captives, the reſt of the people 
Ly that were in Mizpah (among whom were king Zedekiah's 
daughters) he departed from thence to go over to the Am- 
en monites, whoſe king had put him upon this treacherous and 
p- bloody enterprize. | | 
he But before he could get out of the country, the report 
of theſe barbarous murders coming to Johanan, and the 
reſt of the captains of Zedekiah's forces which had put 
PIs TH themſelves 


Or 
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themſelves under Gedaliah's command, they drew forth their 
men, and marched againſt Ihmael, whom they found in 


the great waters in Gibeon, called the Pool of Gibeon, where 
Abner and Joab; falling from jeſt to earneſt, had long be- 
fore had a ſore battle, 2 Sam ii. | 


Glad were the poor priſoners whom Iſhmael had brought - 
with him from Mizpah, when they ſaw Johanan, and the 


reſt of the captains with their forces coming to reſcue them, 
and wheeling off, they went and joined themſelves to Joha- 
nan; which when Iſhmael ſaw, not. daring to. ſtand the 
ſhock, he, with eight men only in his company, eſcaped 
by flight to the Ammonites. | 


Ichmael thus gone, Johanan and the reſt of the captives, 


taking with them all the people whom they had recovered 
from Iſhmael, went and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham 


near Bethlehem: a place ſuppoſed, from 2 Sam. xix. 38. 


to have been ancienthy given by king David to Chimham, 


the ſon of old Barzillai the Gileadite, and yet bore his 


name near five hundred years after. | 

That place they choſe the rather, that if they ſhould be 
purſred by the Chaldeans, they might the more readily take 
refuge in Egypt; for they were affaid that the Chaldeans 


would fall upon them, and cut them off, becauſe Iſhmael 
had ſlain Gedaliah, the king of Babylon's governor, and 


—— 


ſome of the Chaldeans alſo. _ : 
Among theſe wbom Iſhmael had led captive from Miz- 
pah, and who were reſcued, by Johanan, the prophet Je- 


remiah (we may well conclude) was one: for we read 


he went to dwell with Gedaliah at Mizpah, Jer. xl. 6. 
and we find him now among the people at their- new quar- 


: ters, in the habitation of Chimham, chap. xlii 1, 2. For 


Fg 


there Johanan and Jezaniah, with the reſt of the captains, 


and all the people great and ſmall, coming near to the 
prophet, thus beſpake him: Let, we beſecch thee, our 


1 ſupplication. be accepted before thee, and pray thou for 


5 us unto the Lord thy God, that he may ſhew us the way 
s wherein we ſhould walk, and the thing we ſhould do.” 
Thus, although for their ſafety they had pitched near the 
borders of Egypt, they pretended they would not diſpoſe 
of themſelves without the Lord's direction. 

- The prophet promiſed them, that he would both pray 
unto the Lord their God for them, and would faithfully 
2 : ( | * Jer. xlii ; | 


return 
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return them the anſwer which the Lord ſhould give to their 
requeſl, without hiding any thing from them. And they 
thereupon entered into a ſolemn covenant for their obedience, 
ſaying to the prophet, © The Lord be a true and faithful 
« witneſs between us, if we do not according to all things, 
according to which the Lord ſhall ſend thee unto us; 
whether it be good or evil (that is, whether it pleaſe us 
or not) we will obey the voice of the Lord our God 
to whom we ſend thee, that it may be well with us when 
© we obey his voice.” 5 N 

The prophet thereupon ſupplicating the Lord on their 
behalfs, inquired of him, how he would have them diſpoſe 
themſelves; but the Lord, who ſaw the naughtineſs of their 
hearts, was not forward to give an anſwer; ſo that ten days 
were paſt before the prophet received an anſwer from the 
Lord. But when he had received it, he called ſohanan, 
with the reſt of the captains, and all the people together, 
and told them: Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, 
« unto whom ye ſent me to, preſent your ſupplication be- 
fore him: If ye will ftill abide in this land, then will 1 
build you, and not pull you down; and I will plant you, | 
and not. pluck. you up: for 1 repent me of the*afftie- || 
tion that I have brought upon you. And whereas ye 
are afraid of the king of Babylon, be not afraid of him, 
ſajth the Lord, for | am with you to ſave you, and to 
deliver. you from his hand, and I will ſhew mercy unto 
you, that he (ſeeing the favour I have for you) may 
have mercy upon you, and cauſe you to return to your 
own land.“ | | | 3 | 
© But if ye ſay, we will not dwell in this land, but we 
will go into the land of Egypt, where we ſhall ſee no 
war, * nor hear the ſound of the trumpet, nor have hunger 
of bread, and there we will dwell; then it ſhall come to pals, 
that the ſword which ye feared, ſhall overtake you there 
© in the land of Egypt; and the famine, whereof ye were 
* afraid, ſhall follow cloſe after you there in Egypt, and 
© there ye ſhall die, So ſhall it be with all the men that 
© ſet their faces to go into Egypt to ſojourn there, they 
© ſhall die by the ſword, by the famine, and by the peſti- 
© lence; and none of them ſhall remain or eſcape from 
© the evil that I will bring upon them. For thus faith the: 
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Lord of hoſts the God of Iſrael, As mine anger and my 
P or hath, been poured forth upon the inhabitants of Je. 
* nem, ſo ſhall my fury be poured forth upon you when 
* ye ſhall enter into Egypt; and ye ſhall be an execration, 
and an aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, and a reprogcl, and 
© ye ſhall ſee this place no more.” 
When the prophet had thus delivered to the people the 
mind -of the Lord, Azariah (who was called Jezaniah-be- 
fore, chap. xlii. 1.) with Johanan, and all the proud men 
of their party, did in effect give him the lie: for they ſaid 
to Jeremiah, Thou ſpeakeſt falſly, the Lord our God hath 
© not ſent thee to fay, Go not into Egypt to ſojourn there. 
But Baruch the ſon of Neriah ſetteth thee on againſt us, 


© to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they 
: might carry us away captives into Babylon, and might put 


us to death there.” 

The prophet thereupon, in alice and confirmation of 
what he had before delivered to thein from the Lord, and 
in teſtimony againſt them, added, The Lord hath ſaid con- 
© cerning you, O ye remnant of Judah, Go ye not into Egypt; 
and I have faithfully admoniſhed you this day. For ye diſ- 
_ © ſembled in your hearts, When ſending me unto the Lord 
our God, ye ſaid, Pray for us unto the Lord your God, 
and according to all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay, ſo 
declare unto us, and we will do it. And now I have 
declared it to you, but ye have not obeyed the voice of 
© the Lord your God, nor any thing for which he hath 
7 ſent me to you. Now. therefore, know certainly that ye 
© ſhall die by the ſword, by the famine, and by the peſti- 
* lence, in the place whither ye defire to go to pers, 
'Chap. xl. 19, Ke. 

_ ** Nothwithſtanding this, they would not obey the voice of 
. «the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah ; but Johanan, and 
the other captains of the forces, taking all the remnant of 
Judah, men, women, and children, with the late king's 
daughters, and the good prophet Jeremiah, with Baruch his 

-ſcribe (full ſore a n their wills) carried them out of the 
| land 6b Judah, Is | brought them into the land of Egypt. 

As ſoon almoſt as they were ſettled in Egypt, the Lord 
'commanded the prophet e for a typical confirma- 
tion of their Jetkuchen, to take great ſtones in his hands, 


and hiding them in the clay in 1 — brick - kiln, at the 
uy of Pharaoh's houſe in Tabphancs, 3 in the ſight of the 
men 
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men of Judah, and ſay to them: Thus faith the Lord 
g of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Behold, 1 will ſend and take 
my ſervant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and will 
a ſet his throne upon theſe ſtones. which I have hid, and 
* he ſhall ſpread his royal pavilion over them, And when 
© he cometh he ſhall ſmite the land of Egypt, and ſhall 
deliver to death ſuch as are appointed for death, and to cap- 
« tivity ſuch as are for captivity, and to the {word ſuch. 
as are for the ſword. And 1 will-kindle a fire: in the 
* houſes of the gods of Egypt, and he ſhall burn them, 
© and carry them away captive, and he ſhall poſſeſs him- 
« ſelf of the land of Egypt, as eaſily as a ſhepherd putteth 
© on his (looſe) garments ; and he ſhall go forth from thence 
© in peace; he ſhall break alſo the images of Beth-ſhemiſh, | 
6 (:ie houſe of the ſun) in the land of Egypt, and the huuſes  _ |} 

« of the gods of tie Egyptians ſhall he burn with fire. . 
As theſe rebellious jews. had diſobeyed the Lord, and 
diſregarded his prophet ; ſo when they were ſettled in Egypt, 
they ſoon grew from bad to worſe, worſhipping ſtrange gods, 
and burning incenſe to the queen of heaven. Which, when 
the prophet Jeremiah reproved them for, in the name and 
by the expreſs command. of the Lord, they made no hefi- 
| tation to tell him to his face, As for the word which thou 
©: haſt ſpoken to us in the name of the Lord, we will not 
© hearken to thee, but we will certainly -do- whatſoever thing 
« goeth forth out of our own mouth; (that is, we will per= 
| « form the vows we have made) to burn incenſe unto the 
| « queen of heaven (by which is meant the moon at leaſt, 
| « if not all the planets) and to pour out drink - offerings 
| to her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our kings 
© and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the ſtreets 


; of Jeruſalem ; for then had we plenty of victuals, and were 
| well, and ſaw no evil. But ſince we left off to burn in- 
f * cenſe to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
i 
5 


« offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have 
been conſumed by the ſword, and by the famine.* Thug 
ſaid the men: to which the women pertly added; When 
© we burnt incenſe. to the queen of heaven, and poured 
out drink - offerings unto her, did we do it without our 

« men?* As much as to ſay, we fear not thy threats, for 
we have our huſbands to ſtand by us in what we have 
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This daring anſwer provoked the Lord to denounce againſt 
them by his prope the moſt fearful judgments in the moſt 
certain terms 3 adding, as a confirming ſign, that he would 

ie Pharaoh-Hophra, king of Egypt (unto whom they 
| betaken themſelves for protection) into the hand of 
his enemies that ſought his life, as he already, in their 
buchadnezzar king of Babylon, who ſought his life. 

_ The prophet having thus diſch his duty to his own 
people the Jews, addreſſed himſelf in the reſt of his book, 


for the moſt part, to the Gentiles : as to Egypt, Jer. xlvi. 


good prophet Jeremiah was thus exerciſed 
in Egypt, fo was his contemporary, the prophet Ezekiel, 
n in the like ſervice in Chaldea, pro- 
ying again Ammonites, Ezek. xxv. againſt Tyrus, 
Avi. and againſt thoſe that ſupported her and traded 
ith her, chap. xxvii againſt the prinee of Tyrus, chap. xxviii. 
Egypt. chap. xxix, xxx, xxxi, and xxx11; againſt the 
of Iſrael, chap. xxxiv. againſt Mount Seir or Edom, 


miſe of their reſtoration to their own land, by 
of the dry bones, chap. xxxvii. againſt other ene- 
the church of God, under the name of Gog and 
chap. xxxvili, xxxix. And from thence he deieribes 
the rebuilding of the temple, as & ſure confirmation to his 
captive countrymen; that their captivity ſhould have an end, 
and they ſhould return to their own country. 
Of the deaths of theſe two eminent prophets the Holy 
Scripture you no account, either as to time, place, or 
manner. But others tell us, that the prophet Jeremiah was 
ſtoned to death in Egypt by the people; and we have reaſon 
to think it was done by his own people (the runnagade 
Jews that fled to Egypt againf his counſe] and God's com- 
mand, and took him with them againſt his will). For the 
Egyptians, 'we are told, being freed by his prayers from 


- thoſe water-ſerpents (called crocodiles) which infeſted them, 


had him in great honour ; which they teſtified by burying 
him in one of the royal ſepulchres, as is delivered by Je- 
3 „ rom 


given Zedekiah their king into the hand of Ne- 


„ A the lofty ones of Iſrael, chap. xxxvi. 
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rom in his life, and by Dorotheus biſhop of Tyre, in his 
ſynopſis of the lives and deaths of the prophets and apoſtles. 
As for the prophet Ezekiel, he is ſaid to have been ſlain 
in Chaldea, by a prince of the people of Iſrael, whom he 
reproved for worſhipping images. - Dorothei Cynopfis. 55 
Toward the latter end of Jeremiah's and Ezekiel's time, 
is the prophet Obadiah placed by ſome: His prophecy 
(which of all is the ſhorteſt) is directly againſt Edom, the 
poſterity of Eſau, againſt whom both thoſe other prophets 
alſo denounced the judgments of the Lord, Jer. xlix. and 
Ezek. xxv. and 8 almoſt in the ſame words, ver. 14, 
15, 16. But this prophet Obadiah aſſigns the particular cauſe 
why Eſau ſhould be cut off for ever, namely for his violence 
againſt his brother Jacob, ver. 10. Jerom, in his prologue to 
the book of Obadiah, tells us, the Hebrews hold this pro- 
phet Obadiah to be the ſame man, who, in the days of 
Ahab king of Iſrael, hid and fed ah hundred of the Lord's 
prophets, by fifty in a cave, to preſerve them from the 
cruel rage of perſecuting Jezebel. But that carries in it 
no probability of truth, unleſs this prophet had lived much 
earlier; for from Ahab's time till this, is about three hundred 


years, | 
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n E prophet Daniel (whoſe 57 next follows, and 
" ſhould have come ſomewhat ſooner, but that I was 
n to break the courſe of Jeremiah's and Ezekiel's 
-ftory) was before this time grown into great favour in the 
Baby loniſh court, and in great fame among the Chaldeans, 
and was eminent in the church of God, both for his piety and 
Bis wiſdom, Ezek. xiv. 14. and chap. xxviu. 3. 
I noted before, that in the firſt captivity of Judah OW 
5 Jehoiakim their king, Daniel, being then but a child, was 
_ carried to Babylon among the captives, with his three friends 
and comm N Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah; who 
being from among the reſt, by Aſhpenaz maſter 
of 85 Faw — 4 had new names given them at the king's 
command, as a badge of their ſlavery ; Daniel being called 
- Belteſhazzar; Hananiah, Shadrach ; Miſhael, Meſhach ; and 
Azariab, Abednego ; and that they were trained up and in- 
e for three years in the language and mo of the 


* Pani i. 


Chaldeans, 


| fee cauſe, upon comparing 
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ſervice; the king allowing a daily proviſion of meat and 


wine from ie own table: 08 ther: dere ev er H 2 i 


ment. 
But Daniel, propoſing i in his dan that he would not defile 
himſelf with the king's meat or wine (ſome of which perhaps 


might be unclean in kind, as others pollated by ſome ſuper- 


ſtitious ceremonies). requeſted of the prince of the +eunuchs 
that he might be excuſed from feeding thereon; and God had 
brought Daniel into ſo much favour with the prince of the 
eunuchs, that he ſeemed willing to gratify him in what he 
deſired; only he objected che he might incur from the 
king, if, for want of good diet, Daniel and his three friends 
(for they were of the ſame mind with him therein) ſhould 
look worſe than their fellows when EF" nn N IID 


the king. 


But Daniel prevailed with Melzas, hin the prince —.—— 


eunuchs had ſet over him and his companions, to give them 


only pulſe and water for their food,” and prove them with that 


but for ten days, and deal with them afterwards as he ſhould 
their countenances with the coun- 


„% ͥ 


_ meat, AR 


8 theſe con- 
fairer and fatter in fleſh, than 


At the ten days end; whence 
ſcientious pulſe-eaters 


any of thoſe others who had fed on the royal dainties. Where. 
proviſion f 


upon their purveyor kept back for the future the 
meat and wine which was eee thenk; nn them n 
their deſired pulſe and water. 

This their religious — and ſelf-denial was fot mb 
ceptable to God, that he endued them with knowledge and 
{kill in all learning and wiſdom, and furniſned Daniel with 
underſtanding in viſions and dreams; ſo that when; at the 
end of the three they were brought before the king, he 
communing with them, found them by far to excel; in wiſ- 
dom and understanding, all the magicians N 
were in his realm. 25 

Nn was not long ere occaſion was offered for Daniel.t6 

82 of: his ſxill : for king Nebuchadnezzar had 
a dream, which left an impreſſion of trouble upon 


| = de eee Gar ar he opal: hows - recolle& the 
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Chaldeans, in order to fit them for the king's preſence and 
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matter of his dream: he commanded the m icians, aſtrolo- 


(8 oe rs, ſorcerers, and Chaldeans (that is, thoſe of the Chal- 
: who more eſpecially: pretended to divinations) to be 


called, that they might ſhew him what the dream was. They 
excuſed themſelves from telling him the dream; but readily 
offered to ſhew him the interpretation of it, if he would tell 
them what it was that he had dreamed. That, be told them, 
he could not, for the thing was gone from him; and there- 
fore he required them to tell him both the dream and the in- 
terpretation thereof, upon pain of being cut to pieces, and 
their houſes made a dunghill, if they would not; yet promiſing 


them, that if they ſhewed him the dream and the interpreta- 


tion thereof, they ſhould receive of him gifts and rewards, 
and great honour. 983-36: 444 | 

They anſwered him juſt as they did before: Let the king 
© tell his ſervants the dream (ſaid they) and we will ſhew the 
< Interpretation of it The king looking upon this to be but 
A ſort of dodging with him, replied, ] — certainly that 


ye would Faun time, becauſe ye ſee the thing is gone from 


me; but if ye will not make known the dream to me, there 


cis but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and 
© corrupt words to ſpeak before me, till the time be changed; 
therefore tell me the dream, and by that I ſhall know. that 
ye can ſhew me the interpretation thereof... 

The Chaldeans hereupon alledged for themſelves, that that 


which the king required of them was a rare thing; ſuch as 
no man upon the earth could ſhew, nor any, except the gods 
only, whoſe dwelling: is not with fleſh (that is, who are mere 


ſpiritual beings): and that no king, lord, or ruler, ever 
aſked ſuch a thing of any magician, aftrologer, or Chaldean. 
This put the king into ſuch a rage, that he gave command 
that all the wiſe men of Babylon (that is, they who profeſſed 
magical wiſdom) ſhould be deſtroyed; and without more ado 
ſent forth a decree, that all thoſe wiſe men ſhould be ſlain: 


whereupon Daniel and his three friends were ſought for by 


the undiſtinguiſhing Babylonians, to be flain alſo among the 
magicians. FF . cet | 
© But when Daniel heard of it, he wiſely and conſiderately 
addreſſed himſelf to Arioch, the captain of the king's guard 
(or chief marſhal,” unto whom the {laughter of the wiſe men 
was committed), aſking him, Why the decree of the king 
for that execution was ſo haſty;* And having received from 
Arioch a more particular account of the matter, Daniel went 
151262 - f 18 — 
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in, and beſought the king to give him time,” an would 
ſhew him both the dream and the interpretation of it- 

Having obtained ſome time of the king, Daniel went l 
houfe, and acquainted his companions Ny eee. Miſhael, 
and Azariah) with the Whole matter, that t they might join 
with him in prayer to the God of heaven, that he would few 
mercy to them in tevealing' this great ſecret,” that ſo the 
might not periſh with the feſt of the wiſe men of Babylon. 
And the Lord was pleaſed graciouſly” to anſwer their ſup- 
plication, and to Teyels the” ſecret” hah Daniel in a git" 
viſion, 

Re Were waz, ebene his ee eee God 
in an hymn' of thankigiving and praiſe, went unto Arioch, 
whom the king had comminided to deſtroy the wiſe men pf 


Babylon, and de ſired him not to deſtroy any of them, but to 
bring him in before the king, and he would 8 to the king | 


the interpretation of his dream. 

Arioch, glad, as it ſeems, to be WY Bm ſuch bloody 
work, made hafte to bring Daniel to the king, who preſently 
aſked him, if he was able to make known to bim the dream 
which he had ſeen, and the interpretation thereof. 

Daniel thereupon told the king, that che ſecret: which he 
had demanded was above the reach of all the wiſe men, aſtro- 
logers, magicians, and ſoothſayers to open : but that there ĩs 
a God in heaven that revealeth ſecrets, Who by this dream 
| would make known to him what ſhould be in the latter days. 

- Then modeſtly premiſing, that this ſecret was not revealed 
to him for any wiſdom that he had more than others, but for 
the ſakes of thoſe who might receive benefit by the interpre- 
tation thereof, and that he might underſtand th mg of 
his heart, he thus began to declare the dream: 

« As for thee, O king, faid he, when thy thoughts came 
up into thy mind upon thy bed concerning what ſhould 
* come to pals hereatter, thy 8 and the viſions = hy 
© head were theſe: 

Thou ſaweſt a great image ftand before thee, wha 
* brightneſs was excellent, but the form thereof terrible. 
© The head of this image was of fine gold, his breaſt and 
* arms of filver, his belly and his thighs of braſs, his legs of 
iron, his feet part of iron, and part of clay. Thou ſaweſt 
«© *till a tone was cut out of the mountain without hands, 
Which 10g. e image upon the feet, that were of iron and 

to pieces. And then was the iron, the. 
Bb 3 - © clays 
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\ 
clay, the braſs, the ſilver, and the gold broken to pieces 

© together, and became like the chaff of the ſummer threſh- | 

*-3ng-floor, and the wind carried them away, that no place F 

was found for them; and the ſtone that ſmote the image 

became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
This, ſaid Daniel, is the dream, and now will we tell che 
the interpretation thereof, which is this: 
Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God of 
© heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, ſtrength, and 
glory; ſo that whereſoever the children of men dwell (an 

9 -byperbolical expreſſion) the beaſts of the field, and the 

© fowls'of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath 

| % made thee: ruler over them all. Thou therefore art this. 

© head of gold. After thee (that is, after the monarchy 
© ſhall be ended which thou haſt erected) another kingdom 
| ©: ſhall ariſe,” as much inferior to thee as filver is to gold. 

And after that, a third kingdom (emblemed by braſs) which 

* ſhall bear rule over all the earth. But the fourth kingdom 

*, ſhall be ſtrong as iron, and ſhall bruiſe and. break in pieces 

the other kingdoms, like as iron breaks all the other metals. 

And whereas thou ſaweſt the feet and toes, part of potter's 

clay, and part of iron; the kingdom ſhall be divided, and 

_ © ſhall be partly rong like the 1ron, and partly broken and 

« weak as the clay. So that, although. they ſhall mingle 
</ themſelves: with the ſeed of men (thinking to ſtrengthen 

-< themſelves by marriage alliances) yet they hall not cleave 

£ ns e ee even as iron and clay do not firmly 

* mix. 1 | 
But in the days of choſe kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet 

up a kingdom | which | ſhall never be deſtroyed. And that 
kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but it ſhall break 
c - pieces and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand 
for ever. 

And whereas thou ſaweſt that. the ſtone, which broke in 
pieces the iron, the braſs, the clay, the filyer, and the 
5 gold, was cut out of the mountain without hands; the 

great God hath made known to the king what ſhall come ta 

— hereafter: for the dream is certain, and the interpre- 
7 tation thereof ſure. 

No ſooner had Daniel chus opened che dream, and the in- 
terpretation thereof, but king; Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his 
face, and worſhipping Daniel, commanded that they ſhould 
offer an oblaton an ſweet | ofa: unto. hum. Which that 
| | Daniel 
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Daniel refuſed, and inſtructed the king to direct his devo- 
tions to God, may be gathered (though it be not expreſſed). 

from the king's anſwering and ſaying to Daniel; Of a truth, 
« your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a 
« revealer of ſecrets, ſeeing thou couldeſt reveal this ſecret.” - 

Then did the king make Daniel a great man, even ruler. | 
over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the gover- 
nors over .all the wiſe men of Babylon ; and not only gave: 
him many great gifts, but, at his requeſt, ſet his three friends. 
 (Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah) over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon under him; but Daniel himſelf fat. in 
the gate of the ray 1 which is a periphraſis of his being next 

in authority to the king. ; 8 „ 

But after this (how long after it is ſomewhat uncertain, 
probably about four years *) this haughty king Nebuchad- 

| nezzar, puffed up with his vitories over the Jews, the Egyp- 
tians, and others (and perhaps more elevated in his own. 
thoughts of himſelf, from the interpretation given to his dream, 
whereby he was compared to the golden head of that terrible 
image which in his ſleep he had ſeen) cauſed an image or 
ſtatue of gold to be made, of an extraordinary height and 
bigneſs ; for it was threeſcore cubits high (which, at the 

_ leaſt, was thirty yards; the common cubit. containing half a 


* 


yard) and fix cubits in breadth, | e 
This monſtrous image he ſet up in the plain of Dura, in 

the province of Babylon, and ſummoned the princes, gover- 

nors, captains, judges, treaſurers, counſellors, ſheriffs, and 

other officers, to come to the dedication of the image; Who 
being aſſembled together, and ſtanding before the image, an 
herald made proclamation thus: „„ TO 3g? 

© To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and lan- 

«. 2uages, that whenſoever ye ſhall hear the ſound of the cor- 
net, or trumpet, and other. muſical inſtruments, ye ſhall 
fall down, and worſhip the golden image which Nebuchads 
- © nezzar the king hath ſet up, upon pain of being caſt into a 

̃vbf “““) RO LO ORR RT er -- 

VU pon this proclamation, and at the ſounding of the muſick, 

all the people that were preſent of the ſeveral nations and 1 
languages that were ſubject to Nebuchadnezzar, fell down | 

47 worſhipped this golden image; the poor captive Jews 

only excepted, who for conſcience ſake were diſſenters. 
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Some of the Chaldeans obſerving that che Jews did not 


conform to this public worſhip, turned informers _ them, 
complaining of them to the king. And not thinking it ad- 


- Viſable to venture at firſt upon Daniel, who they knew was 


higheſt in the king's favour, they impeached Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and Abednego (whom, for their advancement in the 
rovernment, they envied) ; telling the king that theſe three 
ews, whom he had ſet over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, regarded him not; they "ſerved not his gods, nor 


- worthipped the golden image which he had ſet up. 


Though Nebuchadnezzar was greatly enraged that any 
ſhould dare to diſobey his decree ; yet, from an innate prin- 
ciple of natural juſtice, he would not condemn them unheard. 
Therefore he gave command that they ſhould be brought be- 
fore him: and being brought, he himſelf examined them, 
ſaying, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
that is charged againſt you? Do ye not ſerve” my gods, 
nor worſhip the 17 image which I have ſet up!“ Then 
taking for granted that they did not, and intending to give 
them this for a warning, he added; © If for the future ye be 
< ready, at the ſound of the muſick, to fall down and worſhip 
the image that I have made, well and good; but if ye do 
not, ye ſhall be caſt the ſame hour into the midſt of a burn- 


-- © ing fiery furnace; and who is that God (added this impious 


© king) that ſhall deliver you out of my hands ?? | 

So preſumptuous a ſpeech ſtruck theſe good men with a 

preater abhorrence of the idol. Wherefore they boldly told 
king, they were not careful to anſwer him in that mat- 


ter: For if it be ſo (faid they) that thou ſhouldſt be ſuffered 
© to caſt us into the fiery furnace, our God, whom we ſerve, 


© is able to deliver us from being hurt therein, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if he would not, 
de it known unto thee, O king, that we will not ſerve thy 
gods, nor worſhip the golden image which thou haſt ſet up. 
This reſolute anſwer put Nebuchadnezzar into ſuch a fury, 
that the form of his . countenance was changed; and in his 
heat giving order that the furnace ſhould be heated ſeven 
times hotter than ordinary, he commanded ſome of the 
ftron men in his army to bind Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego, and caſt them into the fiery furnace. 85 88 
Accordingly the ſoldiers bound them (in their clothes, even 
with their hats on) and caſt them into the flaming furnace; 
and though the heat was ſo violent, that it flew them yt 
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caſt them in, yet they falling down bound into the midſt of 
the burning fie "gt es 3 no harm; but their bands eng 
there, they wal ed in the midſt of the fire. 4 5 

This marvellous fight ſo. aſtoniſhed king Nebuchadnezzar 
(who, to ſatiate his revenge, was preſent at this barbarous 
execution) that, riſing up in haſte, he ſaid to his officers, 
« Did we not caſt three men bound into the midſt of the fire? 
Which they confirming, * Lo, (ſaid he) I ſee four men looſe, 
© walkin without hurt in the midſt of the fire, and the form 

of the fourth is like the Son of God.” 
Then coming nearer (as near as he durſt) to the mouth of 
the furnace, he fpoke to Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
ſaying, © Ye ſervants of the moſt high God, come forth, and 
come hither,” Whereupon they came forth out of the midſt 


of the fire, and the. princes, governors, and captains, with 


the king's counſellors, and other ſpectators, as well as the 
king himſelf, ſaw that the fire had no power upon their bodies; 
for not an hair of their heads was ſinged, neither were their 
coats diſcoloured, nor had they ſo much as the ſmell of ire 


upon them. 
The king thereupon, being filled ** e ee 


forth in this” manner. Bleſſed be the God of Shadrach, Me- 


© ſhach, and Abednego,. who hath ſent his angel, and de- 


© livered his ſervants that truſted in him; Who, notwith - 


ſtanding the king's threats, have yielded up their bodies to 
the flames, rather than they would ſerve or worſhip any 


other God than their own God. Therefore (ſaid he) 


I make a decree, that eve BE people, nation, and lan- 
a guage, who ſhall ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the God of 


rach, Meſhach, and Abednego, ſhall be cut in pieces, 


* and their houſes ſhall be made a dunghill, becauſe there, is 
© no other God that can deliver after this ſort. 


Then the king promoted Sbadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-. 


nego in the province of Babylon; which, no doubt, was a 


2 diſappointment and trouble 0 thoſe that envied agen 


or their preferment before. i 


After this?, king Nebuchadnezzar, being at reſt (from all 


his enemies) and flouriſhing in his palace, had another dream 


which frighted him, and his mixſungs afterwards about it . 8 


bled him. 
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it, that he could; ive à diſtinct account of it. And becauſe 


his magicians told him before, that if he would relate 
| his dream to them, they would not fail to ſhew him the 
interpretation of it, he, holding it needleſs to trouble Daniel 
again, ſent for the wiſe men of Babylon (which general title 
comprehended all the magicians, aſtrologers, Chaldeans, di- 
viners, and ſoothſayers) and told his dream to them. But 
they were all at a loſs again, and could no more tell him 
the of this dream, than they could tell him the 


dream itſelf before; ſo that at laſt, * their ſhame, Daniel 


was ſoreed to be ſent for again. | 
Daniel being come in before him, the king, by way of 
introduction to the matter, thus ſpake unto him : O Bel- 
* teſhazzar (for that was the name the prince of the eunuchs 
bad at firſt given him, anſwerable to the name of Nebu- 
_ © chadnezzar's god) maſter” of the magicians (ſo the king 
* had made him, chap. ii 48.) becauſe I know that the ſpirit 
of the holy gods is in thee, and that therefore no ſecret is 
2 too hard for thee to trouble thee, tell me the viſions of my 
<_ dream which I have ſeen, and the interpretation thereof.” 
Then proceeding to relate the dream, he ſaid, * Thus were 
the viſions of my head upon my bed: 
I ſaw, and behold, n ae the earch; and 
the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was 
7 ſtrong, and the height thereof reached to heaven, and the 
ht thereof to the end of all the earth. The leaves there- 
of were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat 
« for all. The beaſts; of the field" had ſhadow under it, and 
the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and 
„all fleſh was fed of it. I faw alſo in the viſions of my 
© head upon my bed, and behold, a. watcher, and an holy 
* one (or an holy watcher or Ing 
ven, and crying aloud, ſaid thus, Hew down the tree, and 
„cut off his branches, ſhake off his leaves, and ſcatter his 


fruit: let the beaſts get away from under it, and the fowls 


from his branches, Nevertheleſs, leave the ſtump of his 
« roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and braſs, 
in the tender graſs of the field, and let it be wet with the 


de of heaven, and let his portion be with the beaſts in the 


_ © graſs of the earth. Let his heart be changed from man's, 

© and let a beaſt's heart be given unto him, and let ſeven 
times paſs over him. This matter is by the decree of 
od 2 watchers, and. the demand (by the word of the holy 


© ones; 


) came down from hea- 
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© ſeen. And now do thou, O Belteſhazzar, declare the in- 
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„ones; to the intent that the vi may know, that the 
Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomſoever he will, and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt 2 


4 * 


This (faid Nebuchadnezzary is che FREE that T 3 


< terpretation thereof; for all the wiſe men of my king- 
dom are not able to do it; but thou art ables; becauſe 
< the ſpirit of the holy gods is in thee.” 

When Daniel had heard this. dream, he ſtood aſtoniſhed 
for about the ſpace of an hour, and his thoughts troubled: 
him; not ſo much from the difficulty of interpreting the 
dream, as for the fearful judgment which he ſaw was por- 
tended by it to the king. This conſternation in him the king 
obſerving, ſaid to Daniel, Let not the dream, nor the in- 
« terpretation-thereof trouble thee, but declare 1 it freely, 14 
without fear, be it what it will.“ 


© My lord (replied Daniel) I wiſh this inauſpicious 5 - 


might belong to them that hate thee, and the Eh ah 


* 


tion thereof to thine enemies? | 
For the tree that thou- ſaweſt, which grew - a was 

| trong, whoſe height reached unto the heaven, and the 
fight thereof to all the earth; whoſe leaves were fair, and 
whoſe fruit much, ſo that in it was meat for all; under 
which the beaſts of the field dwelt, and upon whoſe branches 
the fowls. of the heaven had their habitation ; it is thou, 
O king, who art grown and become ſtrong, for thy great- 
neſs is grown and reacheth unto heaven, and thy domi- 
nion unto the end of the earth. And whereas thop ſaweſt 
a. watcher and an holy one Fong down from heaven, 
and ſaying, Hew the-tree down, deſtroy it; yet leave 
the ſtump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a: 
band of iron and braſs, in the tender graſs of the field, 
and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let ba... - 
portion be. with the beaſts of the field, till ſeven times 
paſs over him: this is the- interpretation, O king, and \ 
this is a decree of the Moſt High, which is come upon 
my lord the king, They ſhall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling ſhall ' be with the beaſts of the field, and 
they ſhall make thee to eat graſs as oxen, and they ſhall 
wet * with the dew of heaven; and ſeven ch ſhall 
1E over thee, till thou knoweſt that the Moft High ruleth 

| the — of men, and giveth it to whomloever he 
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will. And whereas they commanded to leave the ſtump 


of the tree roots; it ſhews the kingdom ſhall be ſure = 


© unto thee, after that thou ſhalt have known that the Lord 
© of heaven doth rule. | „ 
And now (ſaid Daniel) that I have ſhewed thee the 
interpretation of the dream, let my counſel, O king, be 
c acceptable to thee, which is, that thou break off thy fins 
_ © by nghteouſneſs, and thy iniquities by ſhewing mercy to 
© the poor (meaning perhaps the poor captives, his bre- 
c thren the Jews) if it may be a lengthening of thy tran- 
C uillity.“ | 5 5 > ', 13 | 
| Tt was not long before the judgment foreſhewed by this 
dream was executed upon king Nebuchadnezzar . For at 


che end of twelve months, as he was walking in his royal 


palace of Babylon, he vauntingly ſaid, Is not this great 
7 Babylon, which I have built for the houſe of the kingdom, 
© by the ugh of my power, and for the honour of my 

© maje 3 . a i! | * 

. was the word out of his mouth, when a voice from 


heaven was heard to ſay, © Unto thee, O " Nebuchad- 


© nezzar, it is ſpoken, the kingdom is dep from thee; 
© and they ſhall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling 
© ſhall be with the beaſts of the field. They ſhall make 


< thee to eat graſs as oxen, and ſeven times ſhall paſs over 


© thee, until thou knoweſt that the Moſt High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will.” 
And thereupon was he, in the ſame hour, driven from the 
company of men, and did eat graſs as oxen; and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown 
like eagles feathers, and his nails like birds claws. 

Thus was this haughty king puniſhed for his preſumptuous 
pride. But at the end of the days (appointed as well for 
his inſtruction as his correction) lifting up his eyes to heaven 
(from whence he had by this time learned his only help muſt 
come) his underſtanding returned unto him, and then he 


bleſſed the Moſt High, and praiſed and honoured him that 


liveth for ever; whoſe dominion he now acknowledged to 
be an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom from genera- 
tion to generation, And that all the inhabitants of the earth 
are juſtly reputed as nothing in compariſon of him; who in 


the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, 


; { * gal. | 


/ 
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doth 
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doth according to his will, and n none can ſtay his hand, or 
fay unto him, What doſt thou; 

When therefore his reaſon was led unto” him, nad 
he was qualified for government again, ® his princes and 
counſellors (the ſame perhaps that had depoſed him) ſought 
unto him, and he was re-eſtabliſhed in his kingdom, and ex- 
cellent majeſty was added unto him. 

And then, as an acknowledgment both of his own 
fin, and God's REA mercy to him, he ar a e 
tion, Ae | 


To ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS AND LANGUAGES; 
THAT DWELL IN ALL THE EARTH. ; ; 


| Wherein, having premiſed that he thought it good to 
ſhew or ſet forth the figns and wonders which the high God 
had wrought towards him, he related the whole courſe of the 
matter at large (to wit, the dream, the interpretation of it, 
and the fulfilling thereof upon him, as 1s nn expres} 
and then- concluded: 


© Now I Nebuchadnezzar do pid extol, and honour the 
* King of heaven; all whoſe works are truth, and his ways 
judgment; and thoſe that walk 1 in pride — 1 did) he is 
© able to abaſe,” 


Of the time or manner of this king's death, we have not 
any account in the Holy Scriptures. 

He is ſuppoſed not to have lived long after his reſtoration, 
bat to have left his throne to his ſon Evil Merodach, who is 
thought to have ſupplied his place in the government, during 
the time that he herded with the beaſts. 

This king Evil Merodach, when he came to have the go- 
vernment entirely in his own hands, + took compaſſion of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah, and releaſed him from his impri- 
ſonment, in the ſeven-and-thirtieth year of his captivity ; and 
treating him kindly, not only changed his priſon-garments, 
and aſſigned him a conſtant daily allowance for his own main- 
tenance during his life, but gave him the precedence of all 
the other kings his ſubjecks n were with An! in en 


* A. M. 219% +2 Kings xxv. « Jer. XXIII. A. M. wk 
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This is all the account we have in ſacred hiſtory of this 
king Evil Merodach, to whom ſucceeded his voluptuous fon 
SEHNAZETAT.; - + + "ak FEES. f 
In his firſt year it was, that Daniel had his dream and 
viſion of the four beaſts, repreſenting the four monarchies re- 
lated in his 7th chapter. And in the third year of his reign, 
Daniel had that remarkable viſion of the ram and the he- 
_ goat, with the interpretation thereof, ſet forth in chapter viii, 
to which two chapters I refer the reader for a particular ac- 
count of each. ; LS > Bart | 
-  Aﬀeer which (though the relation of it is placed before) 
this luxurious king, making a great feaſt to a thouſand of his 
lords, commanded to have the golden and filver veſſels (which 
his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
at Jeruſalem) brought forth, that he and his princes, with 
his wives and concubines, might drink wine therein ; which 
accordingly was done. And (although, as other hiſtories 
inform us, the city was at that time ftraitly beſieged) they 
carouſed and drank wine, and in their cups praiſed the gods 
of gold, and of filver, of braſs, of iron, of wood, and of 
ſtone. 

Byt in the midſt of this their profane revelling came forth 
the fingers of a man's hand, and wrote upon the plaſter of 
the wall and of the king's palace; and the king ſeeing the 2 
part of the hand that wrote, was ſtruck with ſo great amaze- 5 
ment and terror, that his countenance was changed, his joints | 

+ looſed, his knees ſmote one againſt the other, and he was 
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much troubled in his mind concerning it. | 2 
Wherefore he called earneſtly to have the aſtrologers, 4 
Chaldeans, and ſooth - ſayers brought in, that they might read 5 
that writing, and ſhew him the interpretation thereof ; pro- 5 
miſing that whoſoever did it, ſhould for his reward be clothed 1 ( 
in ſcarlet, wear a chain of gold about his neck, and be the 40 
third ruler in the kingdom. But alas! the king's wiſe men «1 
were in this caſe all fools ; for ſo far were they from ſhewing 41 
him the interpretation of that writing, that not one among . 
them all could read it. ys f De 
This put them all, both king and lords, into ſo great * 
fright and diſorder, that the old queen, ( probably te Y . 
dowager of king Nebuchadnezzar) hearing the noiſe they 44 
made, came into the banqueting-houſe among them, and ſa- 1 
| ® Dan. . : 7 
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lating the king, ſaid unto him, Let not thy thoughts 


trouble 
* thee, nor let thy countenance be changed on this ocean. 
© fion; for there is a man in thy kingdom in whom is 
the ſpirit of the holy gods. And in the days of thy grand- 
father, light and underſtanding and ' wiſdom, like the wiſ- 
dom of the gods, being found in him, thy grandfather 
© Nebuchadnezzar made him maſter of the magicians, aſtro- 
© logers, Chaldeans, and foothfayers ; this is Daniel, whom 
the king named Belteſhazzar. Wherefore let him be cal- 
led, he will both read it, and ſhew the interpreta- 
© tion; for an excellent ſpirit, with knowledge and under- 
« ſtanding to interpret dreams, to anfold hard ſentences, aud 
© reſolve doubts, hath been found in him.” RRP 
Daniel he being brought in, the king told him 
he had received a fair character of him, for excellent wif- 

dom and underſtanding, in giving interpretations and re- 
folving doubts. Then laying open the inability of his own 
wiſe men, he made Daniel an offer of the ſame reward 
which he had before made to them, in cafe he ſhould read 

and interpret the writing. | & 
Daniel (not churliſhly, but modeſtly) anſwered, © Let thy 
gifts be to thyſelf (or keep thy gifts to thyſelf} and give 
© thy rewards to another (as much as to ſay, I expect not 
any gift or reward from thee) ; yet I will read the writing 

to the king, and make known to him the interpretation. 
But before he would do that, he put the Ring in mind of 
the dealings of God with his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, 
thereby preparing him to ſee and acknowledge the juſtice 
upon him and his houſe; and thus he begann 
O thou king, faid he, the moſt high God gate Neba- 
« chadnezzar thy grandfather a kingdom, and ' majeſty and 
glory, and honour. And for the miajeſty that he gave 
« him, all people, nations, and languages trembled and feared: 
© before him. So great and abſolute was his power, that 
© whom he would he ſlew, and whom he would he kept 
© alive; whom he would he ſet up, and whom he would 
© he put dowft. But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride, he was depoſed from his kingly 
© throne, and they took his glory from him. He was driven 
from the ſons of men, and his heart was made like the 
beaſts, and his dwelling was with the wild affes. He 
fed with graſs like oxen, and his body was wet with 

the dew of heaven, till = knew that the gh 
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_< ruled in che kingdom of men, and that he a ppointeth over 
it whomſdever he will. And thou his — O Bel- 


5 ſhazzar, thong h thou kneweſt all this, haſt not humbled 

© thine heart, — haſt lifted up thyſelf againſt the Lord of 
heaven. And at thy command thy ſervants have brought 
< the veſſels of his. houſe before thee, and thou and thy 

lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have drank wine in 
them. And thou haſt praiſed the gods of ſilver and gold, 
« of braſs, iron, wood, and ſtone, which neither ſee, hear, 
c nor . but the God in whoſe hand thy breath 
© is, and who has power over all thy ways, haſt thou not 

© glorified, Then, or thereupon, the part of the hand (which 


chou haſt ſeen) was ſent — him, and this writing (which 


neither thou nor any of thy een ed) was 
« written.? 


- Then read Daniel the writing, which OA: 
we Max 1 ENR, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 


Andi in the repeating it, putting PI RES inſtead of ur nAx- 
31, (as ſignifying the ſame) he thus interpreted the words: 

Mens, God hath. numbered thy kingdom (thats is, the 
5 term of thy ge, and finiſned- it.“ 

-T he Houlling-:of | which word imports. certainty of the 


Tr, Thou. art weighed in the balances, and art 
. 1 kingdom. di ded, ad 
.* Pexss, Thy is divided, an given 1 the 
of Medes and Perſians;? 
Though we cannot 1 Belſhazzar was pleaſed with 


wis interpretation; yet we find; he had ſo much juſtice and 


honour as to make good his promiſe ; for at his command, 
they clothed Daniel with ſcarlet, and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and by proclumayion declared him the ward 
ruler in the kingdom. 
„But Belſhazzar's reign after this. was but ſhort. God, 
agg wg to the-hand-writing, had numbered it, and finiſhed- 
For that very night was Belſhazzar, the king of the 
Chaldeans, ſlam by the Medes that at that time beſieged: 


Babylon; who taking the advantage, while the Chaldeans 


had been thus n and were overcharged with wine, 
to divide the river Euphrates, poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
city, and ſurpriſed the court; and Darius the Mede, being 
about ſixty · two years old, (by the help of his ſon- in law, 
dhe great ä upon him the kingdom. 0 
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As ſoon as Darins was fettled on the throne, ® he ap- 
poiated one hundred and twenty princes to be over the 
whole kingdom; and ſet three prefidents over theſe, to whom 
they ſhould give account of affairs, that the king might 
neither have trouble, nor ſuſtain damage. 

Of theſe three prefidents, Daniel was the firſt, or had the 
chief place, For becaufe an excellent ſpirit was obſerved to 

de in him, the king not only . 

of the preſidents and printes; t thought to ſet him over 
the whole realm. 

This begat high emulation 1 ohd other preſidents and 
princes ; a grudging that Daniel, a ſtraager, and a cap- 
tive, ſhould be ſo great in the royal favour, to be thus rai- 
ſed above them, conſpired to work his rain. 

And firſt, they ſought to find ſome occation againſt him, 
concerning his, Slick adminiſtration in the government; 
but he — ſo faithful, and ſo exactly careful and diligent 
therein, that they conld find no fank nor error in him. 

logger, conclading they ſhould find no occaſion againſt 

except it ſhould by concerning the exerciſe of his reli 

gin in the law of his God (wherein he differed and diſſented 
them), they conſulted together how to lay a inare for 
him in that Ges. They knew he flood too fair in the- 
favour, and ſtrong in the affection of. the king, to be direQly 
—_ at, therefore they contrived a way to give him a ſide 

W. 

They went together in a body to the king; and after the 
common ſalutation f King Darius, live for ever !} they thus 
addreſſed him: 

4 All the prefidents of the kingdom, the governors and the : 

* princes, the counſellors and the (the whole eſtate, 

civil and military) have conſulted: together to eftabliſh- a 
royal ſtatute, and to make a firm 3 That whoſoever 
© ſhall ak a perition of any god or man, for thirty days, fave 
© of thee, O king, he ſhall be caſt into a den of lions. Now 
© therefore, O king, eſtabliſh the decree, and ſign the writ- 

ing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and Perſians, which altereth not. 

The king, miſled at firſt by a. falſe ſuggeſtion in the be- 
ginning or preamble of the bill, that all the prefidents 
(whereof Daniel he knew was one, and the chief) bad agreed 
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to ĩt; and not ſuſpecting any treacherous dealing, but taking 
it for a teſtimony of their great affection and high veneration 
for him at his entrance to the throne, without any heſitation 
conſenting to their requeit, forthwith: ſigned this bill for con- 
formity, and thereby paſſed it into a ſtatute or decree. | 
When Daniel knew. that the writing was ſigned, he went 
into his houſe; and (though worldly policy might have ſug- 
geſted to him, that, ſince the decree was but for thirty days, 
he might, for ſelf-· preſervation from ſo certain and cruel a 
puniſhment, have forborne praying for that time, at leaſt 
publickly ; and if he muſt needs pray, have prayed ſo pri- 
vately in his cloſet, that no man ſhould have been able to 
have convicted him; yet he) not altering in the leaſt his ac- 
cuſtomed courſe, but kneeling upon his knees in his chamber, 
with his windows open towards -Jerufalem, prayed three times 
a day, and gave thanks before his God, juſt as he was wont 
to do before the decree was made. | | 
They who had ſet this trap for him, were not wanting to 
watch him, that they might inform againſt him. And having 
quickly taken him in the act, they went to the king, and 
having put him in mind of the decree he had lately made, 
and drawn him to acknowledge that, according to the law of 
the Medes and Perſians, it was unalterable; they complained 
of Daniel, that he, (who was but one of the children of the 
captivity of Judah) in contempt of both the king and the law, 
had made his petition three times a day, not to the king, 
but to his own Gd. | 5 | 
The king now too late ſaw their deſign ; and being ſore 
diſpleaſed (not only with them, but even with himſelf) that 
he had been thus over-reached by them, he ſet himſelf heartily 
to ſave Daniel, and laboured till the going down of the ſun 
to deliver him. But the conſpiring princes held him to it; 
for they, being all aſſembled together, ſaid to him: Know, 
O king, that the law of the Medes and Perſians is ſuch, that 
no decree nor ſtatute which the king eſtabliſheth may be 
changed. Es 5 | 
2 _— king therefore being fain, though very unwillingly, 
to yield to them, they brought Damel * ; and (afterthe king, 
unwittingly propheſying, had ſaid - unto him, Thy God, 
whom thou ſerveſt continually, will deliver thee?) they caſt 
him into the den of lions; and for their ſatisfaction, that they 
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might be aſſured that neither the king, nor any of the people 
(to whom Daniel, for his great wiſdom, juſtice, and other 
virtues, was very dear) might privately reſcue him, a ſtone 
was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den, and ſealed 
not only with the king's own ſignet (whom in this caſe, they 


Then went the ſorrowful king to his palace, where he 
paſſed the night in faſting and watching; and riſing very 
early in the morning, went in haſte to the den of the lions. 
Whither being come, he cried with a lamentable voice unto 
Daniel; O Daniel, ſervant of the living God, is thy God, 
« whom thou ſerveſt continually, able to deliver thee from the 
lions!“ | 5-63 , 

Ves, O king, replied Daniel, my God hath. ſent his 

© angel, who hath ſhut the lions mouths, that they have not 
© hurt me; foraſmuch as before him innocency was found in 
me; and alſo before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.“ 
- Exceeding glad was the king that Daniel had been preſerved, 
and commanded that he ſhould be taken up out of the den, 
Which being done, the king commanded that Daniel's ac- 
cuſers ſhould be brought and caſt into the lions den, they, 
with their wives and children ; between whom and Daniel this 
difference quickly appeared, that whereas the lions would 
not touch Daniel, they fell eagerly on theſe, and having the 
maſtery of them, brake their very bones in pieces, and that 
before they came to the bottom of the den. | 

Upon this miraculous deliverance of Daniel, king Darius 
publiſhed the following proclamation : | 

© To ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS, and LANGUAGES, that 
* dwell in all the earth, peace be multiplied unto you, I 
© make a decree, that in every dominion of my kingdom, 
© men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is 
« the living God, ſtedfaſt for ever. His kingdom is that 
© which ſhall not be deſtroyed, and his dominion ſhall remain 
© unto the end. He delivereth and reſcueth, and he worketh 
© figns and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath de- 
© livered Daniel from the power of the lions.“ 

In the firſt year of this king Darius *, the prophet Daniel, 
underſtanding by books the number of the years, concerning 
which the word of the Lord had come to Jeremiah the pro- 
Phet, that he would accompliſh ſeventy years in the deſola; 
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tions of Jerufatem (Jer. xxv. 12. and chap. xxix. 10.) ; and 
- thereupon humbling himſelf with faſting, and in ſackcloth and 
aſhes, to feek the Lord by prayer and ſupplications, with 
confeſſion of fins, particular and general; he was informed 
by the angel Gabriel concerning the ſeventy —— and other 
myſterious numbers. Which, though explained then to him, 
remain (at leaſt ſome of them) myſterious ftill to many, and 
need a Gabriel (a man of God) to give DO genume meaning 
of them. 
But Daniel flouriſhed, not only through the reign of this 
king Darius, but in the reign alſo of his ſon-in-law Cyrus *. 
In whoſe third year he had that extraordinary viſion, relating 
more eſpecially to the latter times of the Jewiſh ſtate, ſet 
forth in the xth, xith, and xinh chapters of his prophecy ; 
which is the laſt account the holy text gives of kim. Of his 
death alſo the Holy Scripture is filent. But he is ſaid by 
others to have died a — death in the land of the Chal 
deans, and to be honourably buried there, being laid by him- 
ſelf in the royal ſepulchre. Derosbei Synopfis. 
© But when or whereſoever this holy prophet died (for Doro. 
theus is not greatly to be relied on, wile confirmed by better 
authority) he had the ſatisfa ion to ſee (before his death) 
32 iven for the return of his captive brethren, and for 
of the temple at Jeruſalem, The account of 
hr agus. ſeek from the learned ſcribe Ezra. 
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Containing an Hiſtory of about forty-nine Years. 


TT the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia'* that the word 
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah the prophet (Jer: 
xxix. 10.) might be fulfilled, the Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of 
that king, ſo that he made proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it alſo in writing after this manner : 

Thus ſaith Cyrus king of Perſia, The Lord God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and 
© he hath charged me to build him a houſe at Jeruſalem, 
which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his peo- 
ple that is willing to go? His God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jeruſalem, and build the houſe of the Lord 
God of Iſrael, the God who. was worſhipped in Jeruſalem, 
for he is the God. And whoſoever remaineth behind his 
company (for want of ability) let the men of the place 
* where he ſojourneth help him, with filver and with gold, 
with goods and with beaſts, beſide the free · will offering for 
* the houſe of God.“! ” oh al Wot ET WI 


* Ezta i. A. M. 3479e * 
This 


293 SACRED HISTORY... Part. III. 


This was that Cyrus, of whom, about two hundred years 
before, the Lord, by his prophet Iſaiah, ſaid by name, He 
is my ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure ; even 
* ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; and to the tem- 
ple, Thy foundation ſhalt be laid,” Iſa. xliv. 28. 

Upon this proclamation, the chief of the fathers of Judah 
and Benjamin, with the prieſts and the Levites, and all others 
whoſe ſpirit God had ftirred up to go, prepared for their jour- 
ney for Judea, being in number about fifty thouſand perſons 
in all, of all forts, under the conduct of Zerubbabel (called 
alſo Zerobabel, and by the Perſians named Sheſhbazzar) 
whom king Cyrus had appointed to be their governor. Unto 
whom alſo he cauſed to be delivered the veſſels of the houſe of 
the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar, when he brought them 
from Jeruſalem, had put into the houſe of his gods, of which 
this ar ſcribe Ezra gives an inventory, chap. 1. ver. 9, 10. 
the ſum total whereof amounteth to five thouſand and four 
hundred veſſels, ver. 11. 3 52 

Theſe captive Jews being thus returned, and ſettled by 
their governor in their reſpective cities, they all gathered to- 

ther, as one man, to Jeruſalem, in the ſeventh month fol- 

ing. And although they were afraid of the ops 
(that then inhabited the country) yet they built the altar of 
the God of Iſrael; and having ſet it in its place, offered the 
daily burnt-offering thereon, both morning and evening, ac- 
ing as was commanded in the law of Moſes, and kept the 
2 ſolemn feaſts appointed by God to be held in that 
month. 2 | 

Which done, they began to hire workmen, and provide 
timber to be brought by the Zidonians from Lebanon to Jop- 
pas according to the grant they had of king Cyrus for the 

ding of the houſe of the Lord, e 
And in the ſecond month of the ſecond year of their return 
from the captivity +, Zerubbabel the governox, and Jeſhua 
(or Joſhua) the chief-prieſts, encouraging the reſt, and ap- 
pointing ſurveyors of the work, they began to lay the foun- 
dation of the houſe; the prieſts in their apparel with trumpets, 
and the Levites, the fons of Aſaph, with cymbals, ſinging b 
turns, and praiſing and giving thanks unto the Lord, in thoſe 
words of the Pſalmiſt, O give thanks unto the Lord, for he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever,“ Pſal. cxxxvi. 1, 


Ear fi. 4 A. M. 337. 
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 &c. And the people ſhouted with a great ſhout when they 


Bat many of the prieſts and Levites, and chief of the fa- 
thers, who, being antient men, had ſeen the firft houſe, wept 
with a loud voice, when they ſaw, by the foundation of this, 
how much ſhort it was like to come of the former. Thus 
were the different noiſes of mourning and rejoicing intermixed 
and confounded together; ſo that the le could not diſtin- 

iſh the noiſe of the ſhouts for joy, from the noiſe of weep- 
ing. But they had other cauſe of weeping beſide this. 


praiſed the Lord, becauſe the foundation of the houſe was 


For when their adverſaries. (thoſe mungrel Samaritans who 


were planted in Samaria, and the other cities of Iſrael „, in 
the room of thoſe Iſraelites whom Salmaneſſer king of Aſſyria 
had long before carried away captive, 2 Kings xvii.) heard 
that the children of the captivity of Judah had begun to build 
the temple unto the Lord God of Iſrael, they came to Ze- 


rubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and ſaid unto them, 


Let us build with you, for we ſeek your god as well as ye; 
© and we do ſacrifice unto him ever ſince the days of Eſar- 
< haddon, king of Aſſur, who brought 2s up hither. _ - 

But Zerubbabel and Jeſhua, and the reſt of the chief of the 
fathers of Iſrael, gave them this ſhort anſwer: Ye have 
nothing to do with us, to build an houſe unto our God; but 
we ourſelves together, will build unto the Lord God of Iſrael, 
as Cyrus the king of Perſia hath commanded us.“ 

This anſwer ſo difpleaſed the of the land, that 
ſet themſelves thenceforward to diſcourage the Jews, and dii- 
turb them in their building. And finding that did not do, 
but that the Jews went on notwithſtanding, they hired coun- 
ſellors againft them to fruſtrate their N | 7 

This hiring of counſellors is ſuppoſed to be a feeing or 


bribing ſome of the prime miniſters of ſtate in the Perſian 


court; that they, by miſrepreſenting the Jews and their un- 
dertaking, might alienate the mind of the king from them; 
28, it ſeems, they did all the days of Cyrus, (who making 
war in Scythia, had left the government at home to his ſon 
Cambyſes during his abſence) and until the reiga of Darius 
king of Perſia. 1-4 

Theſe Samaritan adverſaries wrote letters alſo againſt the 
Jews to ſeveral of the kings of Perſia ſucceſlively ; as to king 
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Ahaſuerus in the beginning of his reign, and to Artaxerxes 
beſore. The tenor of which letter, EreQed to Artaxerxes, 
from Rekum the chancellor, and Shimſhai the ſecretary, and 
the reſt of their companions, in the name of the nation of 
that mixed people, whom the great and noble Aſnapper (or 
Eſar-haddon) had brought over and ſet in the cities of Sa- 
maria, with all the reſt that were on that fide the river, was 
thus: a 
. © Be it known unto the king, that the Jews, which came 
cup from thee to us, are building Jeruſalem, that rebellious 
ce and wicked city; and having laid the foundations, are ſet- 
ting up the walls thereof. But if this city be builded, 
and the walls ſet up again, then will they not pay toll, tribute 
and cuſtom ; whereby the king's revenue will be leſſened, 
Now becauſe we have maintenance from the king's palace, 
< we held it m——_— for us to ſee the king's diſhonour, and 
& conceal it; and therefore have we ſent and certified the 
« king thereof, that ſearch may be made in the book of the 
c records of thy fathers : ſo fhalt thou find and know, that 
« this hath been a rebellious city, and that the, have moved 
c ſedition within the {ame of old time, for which cauſe it was 


« deſtroyed. And we further certify the king, that if this 


c city be built again, and the walls thereof ſet up, it will be 
a means that thou, ſhalt have no portion on this ſide the 


* river. ; x | 


To this letter the king returned anſwer (directed to Rehum 


the chancellor, and Shimſhai their ſecretary, with their com- 
ions that dwelt in Samaria, and unto the reſt beyond the 


— to this effet; þ 
F Theletter, which ye ſent unto us, hath been plainly read 
before me; and at my command, ſearch having been made, 
« it is found, that this city of old time hath made inſurrection 
« againſt» kings; and that rebellion and ſedition hath been 
made therein. There have been mighty kings alſo over 
« Jeruſalem, which have ruled over all countries beyond the 
« river; and toll, tribute, and cuſtom have been paid to 
them. Give ye now therefore commandment to cauſe theſe 
men to ceaſe, and that the city be not builded until further 
« commandment be given from me. Take heed now, that 

«ye fail not to do this, leſt the king be endamaged.“ 
When the copy of this letter was read before Rehum and 
Shimſhai, with their companions, they went up in haſte to 
Jeruſalem unto the Jews .there, and made them to 1 by 
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force and power. Thus was a ſtop put to the building of the 
houſe of God at . Jeruſalem; and the work ceaſed, unto the 
ſecond year of the reign of Darius king of Perſia, Which 
how long it was, 1s ſomewhat uncertain, and that uncertainty 
ariſes much from the different names given by hiſtorians to 
the ſame Perſian kings. | 

This Darius (in whoſe ſecond year the work went on again) 
is generally taken to be the ſon of queen Eſther ; whoſe ſtory 
falling within this interval, wherein the building of the temple 


was hindered, we are the better at leiſure now to enter upon 
it; and thus it was. | 


Vor. II. D d | THE 


THE 


OF 


mme N. 


HASUERUS king of Perſia (mentioned before by 
Ezra, chap. iv. *) and ſuppoſed to be the ſon of Da- 
rius Hyſtaſpis, in the third year of his reign made a feaſt unto 
all his princes and ſervants, the power of Perſia and Media, 
the nobles and governors of his provinces, whereof he had an 
hundred twenty and ſeven under his dominion. And to ſhew 
his great riches and honour, he held this feaſt for an hundred 
and fourſcore days together, which is much about half a year. 
And when that was ended, he made another feaſt unto all the 
people, great and ſmall, that were in his royal city Shuſhan. 
Which latter feaſt he kept for ſeven days in the court of the 
garden belonging to his palace ; where they were entertained 
under canopies (or pavilions) of white, green, and blue, 
faſtened with cords of fine linen and purple, to filver rings in 
pillars of marble. 'The beds (whereon they eat ; for in thoſe 
times beds were \uſed to eat on, as tables are now) were of 
gold and filver, upon a pavement of porphyry, alabaſter, and 
marble of divers colours. 
Wine they had in abundance out of the king's cellars, and 
that too filled in veſſels of gold, every one differing from 
another, to ſet forth the ſtate and magnificence of the king; 
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but that which crowned the feaſt was, that the drinking was 
according to the law, which provided that none ſhould be 
compelled or preſſed to drink; the king having given expreſs 


charge to all the officers of his houſe, that every man ſhould _ 


be left to his own pleaſure for drinking. | . 

The queen alſo, whoſe name was Vaſhti (thought by ſome, 
but with no great likelihood, to be the daughter of Cyrus, and 
ſiſter to Cambyſes) made a feaſt for the women, as the king 
had done for the men, in the royal houſe which belonged te 
the king. And that, perhaps, might be one reaſon, why the 
king kept his popular feail abroad, under pavilions or cano- 


pies, ver. 6, ſo that there was feaſting within doors and 
without. | | 


On the ſeventh day of the king's feaſt to the people, when 


- the king's heart was merry with wine, he ſent his ſeven 
chamberlains .to bring queen Vaſhti before him, with the 
crown royal, that he might ſhew the people before they parted, 
and the princes, her beauty; for ſhe was fair to look on. 

But ſhe (whether not liking to be made ſo publick a ſpecta - 
cle) or having in her feaſting taſted too liberally of the wine ; 
for her name ſignifies drinking, unadviſedly refuſed to come 
at the king's command: which ſo publick affront put the 


king in ſo great a paſſion, that in the heat of his anger he 


conſulted his ſeven princes (who, as prime counſellors, that 
underſtood the conſtitution of the government, were next unto 
him in the kingdom) what ſhould be done, according to law, 
unto the queen, for her contempt in diſobeying the king's 
command. 


Memucan thereupon, who was one, and the laſt, of theſe 


ſeven princes (a married man we may ſuppoſe) told the king, 


* That queen Vaſhti had not done wrong to the king only, 
© but to all the princes alſo; and indeed to all the people that 
were in all the king's provinces : for, ſaid he, when this 
deed of the queen's ſhall come abroad, and it ſhall be known 
unto all the women, that king Ahaſuerus commanded queen 
Vaſhti to be brought in before him, and ſhe refuſmg, would 
not come; they will learn, by her example, to deſpiſe their 
huſbands, and the ladies of Perſia and Media will urge this 
as a precedent unto all the kings princes, and that will 
give occaſion for too much contempt on the one hand, and 
wrath on the other, to riſe between them. If therefore 
(added he) it pleaſe the king, let there go forth a royal 
commandment from him, and let it be enrolled amongſt the 

Dd 2 «© laws 


K wo ﬀ£. TC guy 5 WS. 


30} SACRED HISTORY. Fart III. 


© laws of the Perſians and of the Medes (which are unalter- 
able) that Vaſhti come no more before king Ahaſuerus, and 
© let the king give her royal eſtate unto another that is better 
than ſhe; and when this decree of the king's ſhall be pub- 
© liſhed throughout all this great empire, all the wives will 
give honour to their huſbands, both great and ſmall.” 

Memucan, I obſerved, was the laſt in order of the ſeven 
princes, yet he ſpake firſt. Whether from thence was taken 
the cuſtom uſed amongſt our Engliſh peers, that in judicial 
cauſes the youngeſt delivers his judgment firſt, I know not. 
But this counſel of Memucan, I find, did ſo well pleaſe the 
king and his princes, that they all conſenting, it was forth- 
with put in execution, and letters were ſent into. all the 
king's provinces; the tenor whereof was, that every man 
ſhould bear rule over his own houſe, and that it ſhould be ſo 
publiſhed in every province, according to the language of 
every people. And thus, for that time, the men got the 
upper hand > ar of the women. | - 

But after the king had flept upon it, and his anger was 
over, he began to remember Vaſhti *, both what ſhe had 
done, and what was decreed againſt her; which being ob- 
ſerved by his ſervants (who might well conclude, that if ſhe 
ſhould be received into favour again, ſhe would meditate re- 
venge upon them); they, to divert the king's mind from 
running back to her, and to keep up their own intereſt with 
him, contrived a project, that the king ſhould appoint officers 
in all the provinces of his kingdoms, who ſhould take up all 
the fair young virgins they could find, and bring them trom 
all parts to the king's palace at Shuſhan ; where being put 
into the houſe for the women (under the care of Hege, one 
of the king's chamberlains, and keeper of the women) they 
ſhould be furniſhed with all things neceſſary to their purifica- 
tion, that from amongſt them the king might chooſe one to 
be queen inſtead of Vaſhti. 

A propoſal ſo adapted to the king's inclination could not 
.. chooſe but find acceptance with him; and being forthwith 
put in execution, brought many fair maids to the court. 

Among thoſe that, on this occaſion, were preſſed into this 
ſervice, was the fair Eſther, who was alſo called Hadaſſah, 
and in profane authors Atoſſa. | 

She was the daughter of one Abihail, a Jew, uncle of 
Mordecai the Jew, who had been carried captive from Je- 
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tivity of Jeconiah king of Judah; and her father and mother 
both dying when ſhe was very young, her couſin Mordecai, 
who lived in Shuſhan (at that time the royal city of the Per- 
fian empire) took her for his own daughter, and brought 
her up. g 
When Eſther was brought into the Gynæcem, or houſe for 
women, and delivered to Hege (or Hegai) the chamberlain, 
ſhe pleaſed him ſo well, and obtained ſo much kindneſs from 


him, that he appointed ſeven maids to wait on her; and not 
only preferred her to the beſt lodgings in the houſe, but 
ſpeedily gave her things for purification, that ſhe might be 


ready with the foremoſt. - 

For the order was, that every one of them ſhould be twelve 
months in the houſe of the maidens, to purify and prepare 
themſelves, before they might be brought to the king. Of 
which time, fix months they ſpent in purifying with oil of 
myrrh, and the other fix with ſweet odours. Afﬀter which 
they took their turns to go in unto the king, and were fur- 
niſhed by the chamberlain that had the care of them, with 
whatſoever they deſired to have, to fet themſelves off with, 
But having ſpent tkeir night with the king, they returned 
next morning to another houſe of the women, under the 
charge of Shaaſhgaz, another of the king's chamberlains, 
who had thecare of the king's concubines. And none of them 
that had once been with the king came any more to him, un- 
leſs he ſent for her again by name, 

. Eſter had not yet diſcovered her kindred, nor what people 
ſhe was of; for Mordecai had charged her that ſhe ſhould 
not. But he took care to walk every day before the court 
of the women's houſe, that he might underſtand how ſhe 
did, and what was like to become of her. | 

It was in the ſeventh year of king Ahaſuerns his reign,® 
and in the tenth month of that year, that Eſther's turn 
came to go in unto the king. And whereas the other vir- 


gins ſet themſelves off with the richeſt and fineſt ornaments, 


that they might be the more acceptable to the king, every 
one underſtanding that a crown would be the prize to her 


that ſhould gain him to herſelf, Eſther being drawn againft 


her will to this, which ſhe knew was a breach of the-law 
of God, and. a violation of her religion (and therefore only 
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fubjected her unto) required nothing of the chamberlain to 
adorn or ſet her off, as not deſiring to be u e by ſuch 
means. 

Vet as her native beauty, and etarteans deportment, 
gained her favour from all that beheld her; ſo the king 
was ſo taken with her, that he loved her above all the 
others; and ſhe obtained ſuch grace and favour in his ſight 
that ſetting the royal crown upon her head, he made her 
queen inſtead of depoſed Vaſhti. And at the celebration of 
his nuptials with her, he made a great feaſt unto all his 
princes and ſervants, which was called Eſther's. feaſt ; and 
for her ſake, not only gave gifts according to the magni- 
ficence of his ſtate, but for that time eaſed alſo the pro- 
vinces of their tribute. 

Her guardian kinſman, Mordecai, had yet no higher pre- 
ferment, than to fit in the king's gate; which implies (as 
ſome think) he had an office at court, though perhaps it 

_ be but that of porter or uſher of the hall. For he 
had charged Eſther not to diſcover her kindred or people; 
and ſhe Ri ſtill paying the ſame obſervance to his commands, 
as ſhe had always done when ſhe lived with him, had kept 
it ſecret : which ſhews how little ambitious he was of court 
preferment. 

But now an occaſion happened, which brought Morde- 
cai, though not ſuddenly,” into greater note in court. For 
while he fat in the king's gate, he came to underſtand 


that Bigtham and 'Tereſh, two of the king's chamberlains, 


that kept the door of the king's chamber, ſought to lay 
Violent hands upon the king. Of this plot Mordecai forth- 
with gave notice to queen Eſther, 'and ſhe acquainted the 
king therewith in Mordecai's name. Whereupon the two 
chamberlains, being ſeized and convicted, were both hanged 
for it; and a record of the whole proceſs was made and 
entered in the Perſian annals, but Mordecai was not pre- 
ſently taken notice of for it. 

For the king's mind was too much taken 7 with a new 
favourite, whom he advanced on a ſudden “*, and ſet his 
ſeat above all the princes that were about him. This was 
Haman, the ſon of Ammedatha the Agagite, whom ſome 
ſuppoſe to be deſcended from A848. the king of the Ama- 
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lekites, whom the prophet Samuel ſlew, 1 Sam. xv. 33. 
But Agag was rather a title of royal office, than name of 
a perſon or family. 

Upon this advancement of Haman, all the king's ſer- 
vants that were in (or attended at) the king's gate, bowed 
to and reverenced Haman, becauſe the king had given com- 
mand they ſhould do ſo; only Mordecai bowed not to him, 
nor did him reverence. | 

1'remellius and Junius give two reaſons for this; one 
becauſe Haman was of that nation (an Amalekite) againſt 


which God had appointed the Jews to have war for ever, - 


Exod. xvii. 14. Deut. xxv. 17. The other (which deſerves 
eſpecial regard) becauſe that honour was due to God only. 
Mordecai, it ſeems, for a while paſſed in the crowd, 
without being obſerved by Haman himſelf; but the reſt of 
the king's ſervants, who themſelves were forward: to crouch 
to the favourite, began to pick a quarrel with Mordecai, 
aſking him, why he tranſgreſſed the king's commandment, 
And when they had thus urged him from day to day, and 
ſaw he regarded not what they ſaid, they, willing to try 
how he would eome off, informed Haman both of his beha- 
viour towards him, and alſo that he was a Jew. | 


When haughty Haman underſtood that Mordecai did not 


bow nor do him reverence, he was full of wrath, and forth- 
with meditated revenge- But thinking Mordecat too mean 
a victim to be ſacrificed alone to his ambition, he ſcorned 
to lay hands on him only, but contrived how he might 


deſtroy with him all the Jews that were throughout the whole 


kingdom of Ahaſuerus, for his ſake. 
And becauſe this was a great undertaking, Haman's paz 
tiſans, unto whom he had imparted his purpoſe, did caſt 


pur (that is the lot) before Haman, from day to day, from 


the firſt month to the twelfth, that they might know (ſaith 
the marginal note) what month and day ſhould be good to 
enterprize this thing, that it might have good ſucceſs. 
At length having fixed the time, Haman addreiſing him- 
ſelf to the king, thus opened the matter to him : 
© There is (ſaid he) a certain people ſcattered abroad 
and diſperſed among the people, in all the provinces of 
thy kingdom, and tacir laws are different from all people; 
neither keep. they the king's law.“ Thus Haman, — 
Mordecai's not obſerving that particular command for bowing 
to him, fallaciouſly and maliciouſly inferred againſt all the 
| Jews, 
* 


zes SACRED.HISTORY. part III. 


Jews, that they kept not the king's laws. For which 
© reaſon (ſaid he) it is not for the king's profit to ſutfer 
© them. Therefore {added he) if it pleaſe the king, let a 
© decree be made, and ſent forth in writing, that they be 
© deſtroyed. And I will pay ten thouſand talents. of filver 
* (a round ſum, amounting to three millions, ſeven hundred 
and fifty thouſand pounds of Engliſh money) to the hands 
< of them that ſhall have the charge of the buſineſs to 
< bring it into the king's treaſures.* Upon this, the mar- 
ginal note in the bible is, © Theſe be the two arguments 
© which commonly the worldlings and the wicked: uſe toward 
© princes againſt the godly, that is, the contempt of their 
laws, and diminiſhing of their profit, without reſpe& how 
© God is either pleaſed or diſpleaſed. 

The unwary king (too much favourite-ridden, and little 
thinking that his beloved Either was one of that people, 
whom his minion favourite would have deſtroyed) took off 
his ring, and gave it unto Haman (as Pharaoh king of 
Egypt had done to Joſeph, Gen. xli. 42.) as a token that 
he gave him full authority to do what he would in that mat- 
ter; telling him withal, that he gave him not only the ten 
thouſand talents of ſilver, which he had offered, but the 
people alſo, to do with them as it ſhould ſeem good unto 
him. ? 

Haman, having obtained this grant, was not backward 


to put it in execution. But the king's ſecretaries were 


forthwith called for, and letters were written, by. Haman's 
direction, unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors 
that were over every province, and to the rulers of every 

ple in their reſpective languages; wherein they were 
charged to deſtroy, to kill, and to cauſe to periſh all Jews 
both young and old, little children and women, in one day. 


And the letters bearing date the thirtieth day of the firſt 


month, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month was the 
day appointed for the maſſacre ; and to animate their ene- 
mies againſt them, the ſpoil of the Jews was given them 
Dr a _prey- - 3. 

* Theſe letters, being written in the king's name, and ſealed 
with the king's ſeal, which Haman had gotten for that pur- 
poſe, were diſpatched into all the king's provinces, and the 


poſts haſtened out by the king's command. Which done, 


the king and Haman fell to their cups ; but the city Shuſhan, 
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from whence this decree went forth, was in perplexity 


about it. 

But none was more ſenſibly affected than good Morde- 
cai *® Who, when he underſtood what was done, rent his 
clothes, and putting on ſackcloth with aſhes, went out into 
the midſt of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter 
cry. And becauſe none clothed in fackloth were allowed 
to enter into the king's gate, he came and ſtood before 
the king's gate to ſhew his ſorrow. 

In every province alſo, whitherſoever this bloody decree 
came, there was (as well there might be) great mourning 
among the Jews and faſting, with weeping and wailing, 
and many lay in ſackcloth — aſhes. bit? pe 

Mordecai's walking about in ſackcloth was ſoon taken 
notice of, and reported anon to queen Eſther's ſervants, who 
quickly acquainted her with it; at the hearing whereof 
ſhe was exceedingly grieved (though ſhe did not yet know 
the cauſe) and ſent him raiment to clothe himſelf with in- 
ſtead of his ſackcloth, but he would not receive it. Where- 
upon calling for Hatach (one of the king's chamberlains, 
whom he had appointed to wait upon her) ſhe commanded 
him to go to Mordecai, and bring her word from him 
what the matter was, and the occaſion of it. 

With this command Hatach went forth to Mordecai, 
whom he found in the ftreet of the city, which was before 
the king's gate. And having acquainted him that he came: 
from the queen to know the cauſe of his mourning, Mor- 
decai told him of all that had happened; how that Ha- 
man had promiſed to pay a great ſum of money into the 
king's exchequer, that he might have liberty to deſtroy all 
the Jews, and that the king had granted it. He gave him 
alſo a copy of the decree in writing, that was given at 
Shuſhan for the deſtroying of them; wiſhing him to ſhew 
it unto Eſther, and declare the whole matter unto her, and 
withal to charge her (from him) that ſhe ſhould go in unto 
the king, and make ſupplication and requeſt unto him for 


her people. For it was high time now that it ſhould be 


known what people ſhe was of. | 


When Hatach had reported this to queen Efther, ſhe ſent 
him back to Mordecai again, to put him in mind that it 


was a certain rule, which all the king's ſervants, and the 
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people of the provinces, did know, that whaſoever, whether 


man or woman, did come unto the king in the inner court, 
uncalled, was hable by law to be put to death, except ſuch 
to whom, as a particular favour, the king ſhould hold forth 
the golden ſcepter ; but that, as for her part, ſhe had not 
been called to come in unto the king for theſe thirty days 
laſt paſt. So much. was the king taken up with his new 
favourite. | 

To this excuſe Mordecai roundly returned her this anſwer ; 
Think not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the king's 
© houſe, more than all the Jews; for if thou altogether 
© holdeſt thy peace at this time, enlargement and delive- 
© Trance ſhall ariſe to the Jews from another place, but thou 
< and thy father's houſe ſhall be deſtroyed. But conſider 
well what is thy part to do; for who knows, whether 
© thou art come to the kingdom for ſuch a time as this?” 

This ſmart meſſage rouſed the queen. So that forthwith 
ſending to Mordecai again, ſhe wiſhed him to gather to- 
gether all the Jews” that were in Shuſhan, and with them 
keep a ſtrict faſt for her, without eating or drinking, day 
or night, for three days together; aſſuring him, that ſne 
and her maidens would faſt likewiſe; and that after that, 
ſhe would go in unto the king, though it was againſt the 
law; and if (added ſhe) I periſh, I periſh. 

Accordingly, when this ſolemn faſt was over, queen 
Eſther, having put on her royal apparel, went and ſtood 
in the inner court of the king's houſe, * over againſt the 
royal throne on which the king then ſat. And the Lord 
ſo diſpoſed the heart of the king, that when he ſaw queen 
Eſther ſtanding in the court, ſhe obtained favour in his fight, 
ſo that. he held forth his golden ſcepter to her. By which, 
emboldened, ſhe drew near, and having ſubmiſſively touched 
the top of the ſcepter, the king aſked her, What ſhe would 
© have, and what was her requeſt; adding, for her encou- 
< ragement, it ſhall be given thee, even to the half of the 
kingdom.“ She then ſaid, If it ſeem good unto the king, 
< Jet the king and Haman come this day unto the banquet 
© which 1 have prepared for him.” 

'The king conſenting, gave order that Haman (who it 
ſeems was not then preſent) ſhould have notice given him 
to make haſte, that he might anſwer the queen's invitation: 


* Eſther . 
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ſo that the king and Haman cams to the banquet that Eſther 
had prepared. And at the banquet of wine the king ſaid 


to her again, What is thy petition? it ſhall be granted 


© thee; and what is thy requeſt ? even to the half of the 
kingdom it ſhall be performed.” | 

Eſther, willing to engage the king to her as far as ſhe 
could before ſhe brake the buſineſs, and, for that end de- 
firous to have another opportunity with him, in humble man- 
ner anſwered, © My petition and requeſt is, if I now have 
© found favour in the fight of the king, and if it pleaſe the 
« king to grant my petition, and to anſwer my requeſt, let 
© the king and Haman come to the banquet which I ſhall 
© prepare for them to-morrow, and then I will make bold 
© to prefer my petition.” | 
This being agreed to, they parted ; and fooliſh Haman, 
| tickled with joy, went away with a glad heart; but when, 
' as he went forth, he ſaw Mordecai at the king's gate, and 
obſerved that he ſtood not up, nor moved for him, his 
haughty ſtomach roſe, and he was full of indignation againſt 
Mordecai. Yet he kept it in as well as he could, until 
he was come home, and then having gathered his frignds 
together, with Zerech his wife, he, to blazon his happineſs, 


in the firſt place ſet forth the glory of his riches, and the 


multitude of his children ; then recounting to them all the 
great things wherein the king had promoted him, and 
how he had advanced him above the reſt of the princes and 
ſervants of the king ; he told them alſo, that queen Eſther 
did let no man come in with the king unto the banquet 
that ſhe had prepared, but himſelf only; and to-morrow, 
ſaid he, I am invited unto her again with the king. Yet 
all this (added he) avails me nothing, ſo long as I ſee 


Mordecai the Jew fit at the king's gate, and mot bow 


to me. 


When Haman had done ſpeaking, his wife and all his 
friends, concurring with him in their reſentment of the af- 
front done him by Mordecai, gave him this advice: Let 
© a gallows (ſaid they) be made of fifty cubits high, and 
© to-morrow ſpeak thou unto the king that Mordecai may 
© be hanged thereon; and then go thou in merrily with 
© the king unto the banquet.” This project took ſo well 
with Haman, that forthwith he cauſed the gallows to be made, 
and ſet up in readineſs, | 


But 


i 
x 
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But God ſo ordered the matter, that that night the king 
could not fleep. Wherefore to divert him, and ſpend the 
time that the night might not be tedious to him, he called 
for the book of the records of the chronicles; and that 
being read before him, it- was found therein that Morde- 
cai had diſcovered the treaſon of Bigthan and Tereſh, thoſe 
two chamberlains of the king that guarded his door, who 
were hanged for deſigning to lay hands on the king, chap. ii. 
21, &c. ; 

When the king heard this, he aſked, what honour and 
dignity had been done to Mordecai for this: and the 
king*s ſervants, who (as grooms of his chamber) then waited 
on hun, telling him there had been nothing done' for him, 
the king, that he might give further order about it, aſked, 
© Who is there in the court?” | | 
Juſt in that juncture was Haman come into the outward 
court of the king's houſe, betimes in the morning, to aſk 
leave of the king that he might hang Mordecai on the 
gallows which he had prepared for him; whom the ſer- 
vants ſeeing, they told the king that Haman ſtood in the 
court; and the king ſaid, © Let him come in.” 

In ͤ came Haman, big with hope that he ſhould have his 
will on Mordecai that morning. But before he could in- 
troduce his requeſt, the king prevented him, by aſking him 
a queſtion ; which was, What ſhould be done unto the 
man whom the king delighteth to honour.” 

Self conceited Haman, concluding in himſelf that he was 
the only man whom the king could delight to honour, re- 
ſolved to have it in its, utmoſt ſplendor. Wherefore, in 


anſwer to the king's queſtion, he ſaid : 5 For the man whom 


the king delighteth to honour, let the royal apparel be 
brought, which the king uſeth to wear, and the horſe that 
© the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is ſet 
„upon his head: and let this apparel and horſe be deli- 


© yered to one of the king's moit noble princes, that he 


may therewith array the man, whom the king delighteth 


| 4 to honour; and bring him on horſe back through the 


< ſtreet of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus sHALL 
© IT BE DONE TO THE MAN WHOM THE KING DE- 


„ LIGHTETH TO HONOUR.” 


No ſooner had Haman ſet the teins, but, quite con- 

trary to his expectation and hope, the king ſaid to him, 
| | #® Either vis l 

ä 18 « Make 


— 
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Make haſte, take the apparel. and the horſe, and do thou 
© juſt as thou haſt ſaid, unto Mordecai the Jew, that fit- 
© teth at the king's gate; let nothing fail of all that thou 
© haſt ſpoken.” | 5 

What a cut was this to proud Haman! yet remedy he 
had none. The king's word was a law, and obey it he 
muſt, or fare the worſe. | | w_ - 
. . Wherefore taking the apparel and the horſe, he went and 
arrayed Mordecai ; and having mounted him on the ro 
ſteed, brought him on horſeback through the ſtreet of the 
city, and proclaimed before him, Thus ſhall it be done 
© to the man whom the king delighteth to honour.” Which 
done, humble Mordecai returned again to the king's gate 
but Haman haſted 'home to his houſe, mourning, and (in 
token thereof) having his head covered, 

Being got home, he related to Zereſh his wife, and 

the reſt of his friends, the great diſappointment that had 
befallen him. Which when they had well weighed, they 
ſaid to him; © If Mordecai, before whom thou haſt begun 
© to fall, be of the ſeed of the Jews, thou ſhalt not prevail 
© againſt him, but ſhall ſurely fall before him.“ 
More perhaps they might have ſaid to him, had they 
not been interrupted by a meſſenger from the king ; for 
while they were yet talking with him, came the king's 
Chamberlain to haſten him to the banquet, which queen 
" Eſther had prepared for the king and him; to which, we 
may ſuppoſe, he went with an, heavy heart, though he put 
on the beſt countenance he could to hide it. | 

When they were come to the banquet of wine,* the king 
again aſked queen Eſther, what her petition and requeſt was ; 
aſſuring her, as before, it ſhould be granted, though it were 
to the one half of his kingdom, | 

Eſther now thinking it a right time to open her cauſe, 
made anſwer ; If I have found favour in thy ſight, O king, 
« and if it pleaſe the king, let my life be given me at my 
« petition, and my people at my requeſt: for we are fold, 
both I and my people, to be deſtroyed, to be ſlain, and 
to periſh; but if we had been fold for bond-men, and 
© bond women, I had held my tongue; although the enemy 
© could not countervail the king's damage, in the loſs of 
© the tribute we pay. - | 

* Eſther vii. 


— 


314 SACRED HISTORY. Part. 


The king (having forgot, it ſeems, or not well con- 
ſidered, what Haman had begged, and he had granted) in 
great diſpleaſure aſked, « Who is he? and where is he, that 
« durfſt preſume in his heart to do ſuch a thing ?? 
| — "The adverſary and enemy, replied Eſther, is this wicked 
. - - . 
| © That word put Haman into a terrible fright. Which 

the king obſerving, and probably thereupon calling to mind 
how Haman had ſurreptitiouſly gotten the decree from him, 
for the deſtroying of the _]ews, he aroſe from the banquet 
of wine in his wrath, and went into the palace-garden, 
Haman from thence concluding that evil was determined 
againſt him by the king, ſtood up to make requeſt for his 
life to Eſther the queen (the life of whom, and of all her 
people, he had ſo lately conſpired againſt, and determined 
to take away ;) and falling, as a ſuppliant, upon the bed 
| whereon Eſther ſat, was found 1n that poſture by the king, 
| when he came in again out of the garden. Who, re- 
ſenting it as an indignity to himſelf, that he (a ſubject, 
and a criminal) ſhould preſume to approach ſo indecently 
near the queen; brake forth in this manner, Will he force | 
|. © the queen alſo before me in the houſe!! Which words 
were no ſooner out of the king's mouth, but the officers 
that attended, forthwith covered Haman's face, which to him 
was a ſure token of death. And Harbonah, one of the 
king's chamberlains, whoſe name fignifies deſtruction (and 
who had got notice, it ſeems, of Haman's deſign againſt 
Mordecai) * acquainting the king that Haman had et up 
2 gallows in his own houſe, fifty cubits high, whereon he 
intended to have hanged Mordecai, who had deſerved ſo 
of the king, the king bid them hang Haman thereon ; 
which immediately they did. | 

The king's wrath being now by Haman's death appeaſed, 
he gave the houſe of Haman, the Jew's enemy, unto queen 
Eſther the Jew. And ſhe having now acquainted the king 
in what relation Mordecai ſtood to her, the king ſent for 
Mordecai to come before him. And taking off his ring 
(as he had done before to Haman) he gave it unto Mor- 
decai, and Eſther ſet Mordecai over the houſe of Haman, 

But though Haman was removed, yet were not Eſther 
and the Jews free from danger and from fear ; for the de- 
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cree againſt them ſtood. yet in force. Eſther therefore ad- 
ventured once more to ſpeak before the king on that oc- 


caſion; and falling down at his feet, beſought him, with 


tears, to put away the miſchief of Haman the Agagite, and 
the wicked device which he had deviſed againſt the Jews. 
The king thereupon holding forth his golden ſcepter to- 
wards Eſther, to encourage her to ſpeak her mind, ſhe aroſe, 
and ſtanding before the king, ſaid: If it pleaſe the king, 
and if I have found favour in his fight, let ſomething be 


© written to reverſe the letters deviſed by Haman to deſtroy. 
© the Jews in all the king's provinces. For how can I en- 


dure to ſee the evil which ſhall otherwiſe come upon my 
0 bY le - or how ſhall I bear to ſee the deſtruction of my 
« kindred?” | 3 
The king then ſaid to Eſther and Mordecai: © Ye fee I 
have already given Eſther the houſe of Haman, and him 
© they have hanged, becauſe he preſumed to lay his hand 
© upon the Jews: Write ye now therefore for the Jews, as it 
© liketh you, in the king's name, and ſeal it with the king's 
© ſeal; for as for the former writing, which was written in 
© the king's name, and ſealed with the king's ſeal, that is 
6 unalterable, no man cen reverſe it.“ N 
The king's ſecretaries being hereupon calſed, other letters 
were written according as Mordecai did dictate, and directed 
both to the Jew, and to the king's lieutenants, the deputies 
and rulers of the provinces, from India unto Ethiopia, being 
an hundred and twenty-ſeven provinces, unto every province 
and people after their language, and to the Jews according to 
their language. Which letters contained a grant and autho- 
Tity from the king to the Jews ; that upon the thirteenth day 
of the twelfth month (which was the day Haman had pitched 
upon for maſſacring the Jews) they might gather themſelves 


together in every city where they were to ſtand up for their 
lives; and might deſtroy, ſlay, and cauſe to periſh all the 


power of the people and province that would affault them, 
both little ones and women, and take the ſpoil of them for a 
prey. And as theſe letters (bearing date from the palace at 
Shuſhan, on the three and twentieth of the third month) 
were written in the king's name, and ſealed with the king's 
feal; fo they were diſpatched to the provinces by ſwift poſts 
with the greateſt expedition that could be, and copies thereof 
ſpeedily publiſhed to all the Popes that the Jews might have 
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rimely notice, to be ready againſt that day to ſtand upon their 
guard, 


and avenge themſelves on their enemies -. 
Ihen went out Mordecai from the preſence of the king, 
in his royal robes of blue and white, and with a great crown 
of gold, and a garment of fine linen and purple. And not 
only the city of Shuſhan rejoiced at this turn of the tide, but 
in every province and city, whitherſoever the king's com- 
mand and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladneſs, 
and it was to them a good day> Nay, many of the people 
2 the land turned Jews ; for the fear of the Jews fell upon | 
em. | x 
Now when the fatal day was come, wherein the two op- 
poſite decrees were to be put in execution, which was the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the Jews, being timely 
fore-warned, were fore-armed ; and gathering ners to- 
gether in their cities, throughout all the provinces of king 
Ahaſuerus, they laid ſo manfully about them on thoſe that 
did aſſail them, that no man could withſtand them; for the 
fear of them fell upon the people. And beſides that, all the 
rulers of the provinces, and the king's lieutenants, with the 
deputies and other officers of the king, helped the jews, be- 
cauſe the fear of Mordecai fell upon them alſo ; for Morde- 
cai was great in the king's houſe, and grew greater and 
greater; ſo that his fame went forth throughout all the pro- 
VINCES. | — 
Thus encouraged, the Jews, defending themſelves, fell 
boldly on their enemies, and made great ſlaughter and de- 
ſtruction of thoſe that hated them; ſq that in the royal city b 
Shuſhan they ſlew five hundred perſons, amongſt whom were ki 
the ten ſons of Haman. And in other cities, in the reſt of 
the provinces, they flew and deſtroyed of their foes to the 2 
number of ſeventy - and - five thouſand; but in no place did 
they meddle with the prey. ee Was 
An account of the number of the ſlain in Shuſhan being 
brought the ſame day to the king, he told * Eſther that 
the Jews had ſlain and deſtroyed five hundred men in Shuſhan, 
where his court was kept ; by which ſhe might gueſs what 
flaughters they had made in the reſt of the provinces ; and 
then aſked her what further requeſt ſhe had to make; aſſuring 
her it ſhould be granted. | 


Eher ix. _ 
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She, taking encouragement from that word, anſwered, If 
© it pleaſe the king, let it be granted to the Jews which are 
in Shuſhan, to do to-morrow allo as they have done to-day, 
aud let Haman's ten ſons be hanged on the gallows.” 3s 


It was now with her but aſk and have; for the king eom- 


manded that it ſhould be ſo done; and a decree accordingly 
was given forth at Shuſhan for it. Whereupon Haman's ten 


fons (who were ſlain the day before) were hanged; and the 


Jews at Shuſhan,. gathering themſelves together on the four- 
.teenth day of the twelfth month, ſlew three hundred men 
more there; but on the prey they did not lay their hand. 

For this- great deliverance and victory, the Jews, in all 
parts, teſtified their gladneſs, by feaſting, and. by ſending 
gifts one to another. But the Jews at Shulhan, having two: 

ays allowed them to avenge themſelves on their enemies, 
whereas the reſt of the Jews, in other places, had but one 
day given them, this caufed at the firſt ſome difference in the 
time of this feaſting ; for the Jews in all other parts of the 


kingdom, having acquitted themſelves. on the thirteenth day, 


kept their rejoicing - feaſt on the fourteenth. Butte. Jews at 


Shuſhan, being engaged both the thirteenth and fourteenth. 
days in defending themſelves, kept the feſtival for their de 


liverance on the fifteenth day. 


But afterwards, when Mordecai had made a record of this: - 


great deliverance, he ſent letters unto all the Jews,. far and: 
near, throughout all the provinces of king Ahaſuerus, to eſta- 
bliſh it as a ſtanding ordmance among them, that they ſhould: 


keep both the fourteenth and the fifteenth. days of the month 


Adar, yearly, as the days whereon the Jews. reſted. from their 
enemies, and the month that was turned unto them from. 
ſorrow unto joy, and from mourning into a good day. In 


commemoration whereof, they ſhould make thoſe days days 
of feaſting and rejoicing, and. of ſending portions- one tos 


another, and giving gifts to the poor. | 
And becauſe Haman had caſt pur (that is, the lot), in 


order to know. the moſt ſucceſsful time wherein he might. 
conſume and deſtroy the Jews, it was agreed and ordained,. 
that theſe two days ſhould be called the feaſt of. Purim, and: 
ſhould be ſolemnly, ſtrictly, and annually kept by all the: 
Jews every-where. In order whereunto, Mordecai, being: 
now aduanced to be next in place and power unto the king, 
wrote unto the Jews about it; and queen Eſther wrote alſo, 


with all authority, to confirm his letters, 


Ee 3 | The: 
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The Jews thereupon, in all places, took it as an ordi- 
nance upon them and upon their ſeed, and upon all ſuch 
as ſhould join themſelves unto them, that they would, with- 
out fail, keep thoſe two days at the appointed time every 
year, in every family, province, and city, to be a memo- 
rial of their deliverance to them and to their ſeed for ever. 


|  _ 'The End of the Book of EsTnen. 
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HAGGAI and ZECHARIAH. 


LL this. while the building of the temple at Jeru- 
A ſalem“ either went not forward at all, or very ſlowly. 
The work is ſaid to have ceaſed unto the ſecond year of the 
reign of Darius king of Perſia, Ezra iv. 24 But of the 
many of that name, which this was, is not well agreed 
amongſt writers. The more common opinion takes him to 
be Darias Artaxerxes, firnamed Longimanus, or Longhand, 
and him to be the ſon of Darius Hyſtaſpis, or Ahaſuerus, 


by Eſther. But it may then occaſion ſome wonder, that ſ6 


good a woman as queen Eſther, and ſo zealous a Jew as 
| Mordecai, having ſuch power as they had with king Aha- 


ſuerus, fhould not have ſet the wheel of that work a going 


in their time. | 


It was by the encouragement which two of the Lord's | 


prophets gave, that Zerubbabel and the reſt applied them- 
ſelves again to the work, as Ezra informs us, chap. v. 1 


* Ezra v. A. M. 3508. 
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For all the prophets formerly named being by this time 
gone to reſt, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah were raiſed 
up by the Lord in the ſecond year of this king Darius, 


W 


— 


and ſent to propheſy unto the Jews that were in Judah and t 
eruſalem, to ſtir them up to greater zeal and diligence a 
in the work of the Lord. For they, being diſheartened 
by the oppoſition. they had met with from their ill neigh- 1 
bours on the one hand, and the prohibition from the court t 
on the other, had let up a wrong conceit in their minds, 0 
that the time was not yet come wherein the houſe of the 1 
Lord ſhould be built. Wherefore neglecting that, they ſpent 0 
their time in building houſes for themſelves. t 
This the prophet Haggai (unto whom the word of the * 
Lord came on the firſt day of the fixth month, in the ſe- u 
cond year of king Darius) reproved them for, directing his. 9 0 
meſſage to Zerubbabel the governor, and Joſhua the high- MY 
prieſt, as the two chiefs or repreſentatives, one of the people, ſt 
the other of the prieſts, | 8 
Then calling them to conſider the many and great diſap- 
intments they had met with, and the unſucceſsfulneſs tc 
of their undertakings fince they had negleted the Lord's tl 
work, he tells them, that all this had happened unto them ti 
- by God's appointment, who had reſtrained the fructifying 
influences of heaven, and thereby_ rendered the earth un- 0 
+ fruitful to them; whereby they had been afflicted with ſcar- O! 
city, want, and famine, becauſe they, now that the Lord ot 
had turned their captivity, and brought them back into tl 
their own land, had, for fear of man,. ſuffered his houſe di 
to lie waſte, and had employed themſelves in building and th 
beautifying their own houſes. Wherefore he bid them (loiter th 
no longer, but) go up to the mountain, and bring timber, | 
and build the houſe ; aſſuring them from the Lord, that if Je 
they did ſo, he would take pleaſure in it, and be glorified it 
dh. | | ge 
This rouſed up bath the governor and the people; who th 
being in fear before the Lord, from the ſenſe of their great bi 
neglect, reſolved now to obey the voice of the Lord their th 
- God by his prophet Haggai. And he, to encourage this th 
reſolution, and hearten them on in it, came to them m. 
again, with this ſhort but comforting meſſage, I am with by 
« you, faith the Lord.“ And the Lord at the ſame time ; 
| . IC 
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ſtirring up the ſpirit of Zerubbabel the governor, and the 
ſpirit of Joſhua the high-prieft,. and the ſpirits of all the 
remnant of the people, they came and reſumed their work 


in the houſe of the Lord on the four-and-twentieth day of 


that fixth month, in the ſecond year of king Darius, after 
a ceſſation (as ſome compute) of about thirty years. 

And becauſe the old men, who had ſeen the former temple 
in its beauty, wept at the laying of the foundation of 
this, when they ſaw how much ſhort it was likely to be 
of the former, the prophet Haggai was ſent to them again, 
in the ſeventh month following, to encourage them to go 
on cheerfully ; aſſuring them afreſh, that the Lord was with 
them in this their 9 and prediQting that the Lord 
would fill this houſe with glory; ſo that (how much ſoever 


it might come ſhort of the former in bulk and ſtatelineſs 


of ſtructure) the glory of this latter houſe ſhould be greater 
than that of the former. Which expoſitors, not finding in 


ſtory made good literally, have figuratively applied to the 


goſpel church, where I wiſh all may ſee it. 
While thus the prophet Haggai was earneſtly concerned 


to hearten on the Jews in the work of rebuilding the temple, 


the Lord raiſed up another prophet, to confirm and ſtrengthen 
them in their undertaking. | | / 
This was Zechariah, the ſon of Barachia, of the famil 
of Iddo;+ who beginning to propheſy in the eighth month 
of the ſecond year of king Darius, firſt puts them in mind 
of their fathers diſobedience, who, refuſing to hearken unto 
the Lord by his prophets, had highly, provoked him to 
diſpleaſure. Then warning them not to be like their fathers 


therein, he exhorted them to turn unto the Lord, affuring 


them that if they did ſo, the Lord would turn unto them. 

By theſe two prophets thus encouraged, Zerubbabel and 
Joſhua went on with the building, and the workmen plied 
it diligently. But before they could finiſh it, Tatnai (the 


governor on that fide the river) and Shethar-Boznai, with 


their companions (enemies alſo to the Jews, but not ſa 
bitter and implacable as the reſt). having gotten. notice of 
their work, came and examined them who had commanded 
them to build that houſe, and to make up that wall. De- 
manding alſo the names of the men that undertook that 
building. | 25 * 
By this ſtrict inquiry, it ſeems, they thought to have 
ſcared the Jews and made them give over their work, a 

3 Haggal lis + Zech. tis | | 
8 they 
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they had done formerly. But the eye of their God was 
upon the elders of the Jews, and the prophets of God 
helped them; ſo that theſe enemies of theirs could not now 
cauſe them to ceaſe z whereupon the matter was brought 
before king Darius. 

For when Tatnai, the governor on that fide of the river, 
with Shethar-Boznai, and his companions the Apharſachites, 
ſaw that the Jews would not be frighted from their work, 
they wrote a letter to king Darius, to give him an account 
of the matter, whereof this is the copy: 


Unto: DARIUS the King, all peace. 
© Be it known unto the king, that we went into the pro- 


© vince of Judah, to the houſe of the great God, which is 
© builded with great ſtone, and timber is laid in the walls; 


and this work goeth on fait, and proſpereth in their hands. 


Then aſked we the elders of the people, Who commanded 
you to build this houſe, and to make up theſe walls? 
We aſked their names alſo, to the intent that we might 


not only certify thee of the building, but might give 


© thee the names of thoſe among them that were the chief 
© in the work. And thus they returned us anſwer: We are 
< (faid they) the ſervants of the God of heaven and earth, 
and build the houſe that was builded theſe many years 


ago, which a great king of Iſrael did build and ſet up; 


but after that our fathers had provoked the Lord God 
of Iſrael to wrath, he gave them into the hand of Ne- 
buchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who de- 
ſtroyed this -houſe, and carried away the people unto Ba- 
bylon. But in the firſt year of Cyrus the king of Ba- 
bylon, he made a decree to build this houſe of God; 
and the veſſels of gold and filver of the houſe of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar took. out of the temple that was 
at Jeruſalem,. and brought into the temple at Babylon, 
thoſe did king Cyrus take out of the temple of Baby- 
lon, and dehvered them unto one whoſe name was Sheth- 
bazzar, whom he had made governor, ſaying, Take theſe 
veſſels, go carry them into the temple at Jeruſalem, and 
let the houſe of God be builded in its place. Where- 
upon the ſame Sheſhbazzar came, and laid the founda- 
tion of the houſe of God, which is in Jeruſalem; and 
© ſince that time, even until now, hath it been 9 
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and yet it is not finiſhed.” Now therefore, if it ſem 


good to the king, let ſearch be made in the king's trea- 
fore: kouſs at Babylon, whether it be ſo that a decree was 
made by Cyrus the king that this houſe of God at Je- 
© rufalem ſhould be builded; and let the king ſend his plea- 
© ſure to us concerning this matter.“ * 
When this letter came to the king,“ ſearch was there- 
upon made in the archives (or 2 of the rolls) where 
the records were laid up in Babylon, and there was found 
in Achmetha (or Echbatana), in the palace that was in the 
province of the Medes, a roll, wherein was a record in 
theſe terms: | 8, Wo, 

In the firſt year of Cyrus the king, the ſame king Cyrus 
made a decree concerning the houſe of God in Jerufalem, 
of which this was the tenor : | | 

© Let the houſe be builded, the place where they offered 
« ſacrifices, and let the foundations be ftrongly laid; the 
© height thereof threeſcore cubits, and the breadth thereof 
© threeſcore cubits, with three rows of great ſtones and a 
row 'of timber; and let the expences be given out of the 
king's houſe. And alſo let the golden and filver veſſels 
of the houſe of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth 
out -of the temple which was at Jeruſalem, and brought 
unto Babylon, be reſtored and brought back again unto 
the temple which is to be built at Jeruſalem, and let 
them be placed in their own places in the houſe of Gd. 

When king Darius had read this decree of Cyrus, he 
ſignified the contents thereof to Tatnai, Shethar-Boznai, and 
their companions the. Apharſachites ; and withal gave them 
a ſtrict charge, that they ſhould be far from moleſting or. 
hindering the Jews in their building ; but that they ſhould 
let the work of the houſe of God alone, and let the go- 
vernors and elders of the Jews build the houſe of God in 
its place. | 

© Moreover (ſaid he, in his letter, in anſwer to theirs) 
I make a decree, what ye ſhall do to the elders of theſe 
Jews, for the building of this houſe of God, viz. That 
© out of the king's tribute beyond the river, expences be 
« forthwith given to theſe men, that they be not hindered. 
And what they have need of for the burnt-offering of 
< the God of heaven, both of young bullocks, rams and 
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they had done formerly. But the eye of their God was 
upon the elders of the Jews, and the prophets of God 


helped them; ſo that theſe enemies of theirs could not now 
cauſe them to ceaſe ; whereupon the matter was brought 


before king Darius. | 


For when Tatnai, the governor on that fide of the river, 
with Shethar-Boznai, and his companions the Apharſachites, 
ſaw that the Jews would not be frighted from their work, 
they wrote a letter to king Darius, to give him an account 
of the matter, whereof this is the copy: 


Unto- DARIUS the King, all peace. 
© Be it known unto the king, that we went into the pro- 


© vince of Judah, to the houſe of the great God, which is 
© builded with great ſtone, and timber is laid in the walls; 


and this work goeth on fat, and proſpereth in their hands. 


Then aſked we the elders of the people, Who commanded 
* you to build this houſe, and to make up theſe walls? 


We aſked their names alſo, to the intent that we might 


not only certify thee of the building, but might give 


© thee the names of thoſe among them that were the chief 


© in the work. And thus they returned us anſwer: We are 
© (faid they) the ſervants of the God of heaven and earth, 
© and build the houſe that was builded theſe many years 
© ago, which a great king of Iſrael did build and ſet up; 
© but- after that our fathers had provoked the Lord God 
© of Ifracl to wrath, he gave them into the hand of Ne- 
© buchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who de- 
« ſtroyed this houſe, and carried away the people unto Ba- 
« bylon. But in the firſt year of Cyrus the king of Ba- 
* bylon, he made a decree to build this houſe of God; 
© and the veſſels of gold and ſilver of the houſe of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that was 
at Jeruſalem, and brought into the temple at Babylon, 
thoſe did king Cyrus take out of the temple of Baby- 
lon, and delivered them unto one whoſe name was Sheth- 
bazzar, whom he had made governor, ſaying, Take theſe 
veſſels, go carry them into the temple at Jeruſalem, and 
let the houſe of God be builded in its place. Where- 
upon the ſame Sheſhbazzar came, and laid the founda- 
tion of the houſe of God, which is in Jeruſalem ; and 
« ſince that time, even until now, hath it been in 
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and yet it is not finiſhed.” Now therefore, if it ſeem 


good to the king, let ſearch be made in the king's trea- 
fire-touſs at Babylon, whether it be ſo that a decree was 
made by Cyrus the king that this houſe of God at Je- 
© rufalem ſhould be builded ; and let the king ſend his plea- I 
© ſure to us concerning this matter.“ 8 1 

When this letter came to the king, ſearch was there- 3 
upon made in the archives (or houfs of the rolls) where I} 
the records were laid up in Babylon, and there was found 
in Achmetha (or Echbatana), in the palace that was in the [| 
province of the Medes, a roll, wherein was a record in 41 
theſe terms: $50 — 
In the firſt year of Cyrus the king, the ſame king Cyrus 
made a decree concerning the houſe of God in Jeruſalem, - 1 
of which this was the tenor : | == 
© Let the houſe be builded, the place where they offered } 
« ſacrifices, and let the foundations be ftrongly laid; the is 
© height thereof threeſcore cubits, and the breadth thereof 
© threeſcore cubits, with three rows of great ſtones and a 
© row of timber; and let the expences be given out of the 16 
© king's houſe. And alſo let the golden and filver veſſels Wil 
© of the houſe of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth | 

out of the temple which was at Jeruſalem, and brought ik 
>< unto Babylon, be reſtored and brought back again unto #1 
the temple which is to be built at Jeruſalem, and let i (| 

them be placed in their own places in the houſe of Gd. | 1 

| 
| 
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When king Darius had read this decree of Cyrus, he 
ſignified the contents thereof to Tatnai, Shethar-Boznai, and | 
their companions the Apharſachites ; and withal gave them my 
a ſtrict charge, that they ſhould be far from moleſting or | 
hindering the Jews in their building ; but that they ſhould 
let the work of the houſe of God alone, and let the go- 
vernors and elders of the Jews build the houſe of God in 
its place. | 

«£ Moreover (faid he, in his letter, in anſwer to theirs) 
© J make a decree, what ye ſhall do to the elders of theſe 
« Jews, for the building of this houſe of God, viz. That 
© out of the king's tribute beyond the river, expences be 
« forthwith given to theſe men, that they be not hindered, 
And what they have need of for the burnt-offering of 
< the God of heaven, both of young bullocks, rams and 
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« lambs, 


F 


3 Zu- 


* lambs, with wheat, ſalt, wine, and oil, let it be given 
© them day by day without fail, according to the direction 
c of the prieſts which are at Jeruſalem, that they may offer 
2 ſacrifices of ſweet ſavours unto the God of heaven, and 

„ pray for the life of the king and of his ſons. And further 
„(added he) I have made a decree, that -whoſoever ſhall 
_ © alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his houſe, 
© and let him be hanged thereon, and let his houſe be 
made a dunghill for this. And the God that hath cauſed 
© his name to. dwell there, deſtroy all kings and people that 
«© ſhall ſet their hand to alter this word, and to deſtroy this 
© houſe of God that is at Jeruſalem. I Darius have made 
© a decree ; let it be done with ſpeed.” 

Governor Tatnai, with Shethar-Boznai, and their com- 
panions, having received theſe letters from the king, in 
compliance therewith ſpeedily furniſhed the Jews with all 
neceſſaries for their building. And the work going on 


proſperouſly, through the encouragement which the elders 


of the Jews received from the prophets Haggai and Ze- 
chariah, the houſe was finiſhed on the third day of the 
month Adar (which is the twelfth month), in the fixth year 
of the reign of this king Darius. | 
The building thus finiſhed, * the children of Iſrael, both 
prieſts, Levites, and people (called by a general name the 
children of the captivity, that 1s, all ſuch of them as were 
returned from the captivity), together with all thoſe pro- 
ſelytes that had ſeparated themſelves unto them, from the 
filthineſs of the heathen of the land, to ſeek the Lord God of 
Iſrael, kept the feaſt of the dedication of the houſe of God with 
joy, and with great offerings. And having ſet the prieſts in 
their diviſions, and the Levites in their courſes for the ſervice 
of God, according to the preſcript of Moſes, they kept the 
paſſover on the fourteenth day of the firſt month, and the 
feaſt of unleavened bread ſeven days with joy : for the Lord 
made them joyful, by turning the heart of the king unto 
them, to ſtrengthen their hands in the work of the houſe of 
God, the God of Iſrael. Bd 

The Jews, it ſeems, in the captivity, had agreed among 
. themſelves to obſerve ſeveral faſts, on certain mournful oc- 
caſions; as one on the teach month, on the day that eru- 
falem was beſieged, 2 Kings xxv. 1. Another in the fourth 
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month, when the city was taken, Jer. Iii. 6, 7. Another 
in the fifth month, when the temple was deſtroyed by fire, 
Jer. Iii. 12. And another in the ſeventh month, when their 
governor Gedaliah was ſlain, Jer. xli. 1, 2. | 
"Theſe days they had kept with faſting and weeping, and 
abſtaifing from company and buſineſs. But now a doubt 
aroſe among them concerning the faſt in the fifth month 
(which was for the deſtruction of the temple), whether they 
ſhould keep that faſt ſtill, now that the temple was re- 
builded. And upon this occaſion the Jews (whether they 
that were returned, or they that were not yet returned 
from Babylon, is not agreed among interpreters) ſent their | 
ambaſſadors or deputies (Sherezer and Regem-melech, with I 
their men) to inquire of the Lord, by the priefts, which 1! 


were in the houſe of the Lord of hoſts, and by the pro- Ml 
phets, whether they ſhould weep in the fifth month, and (ilk 
ſeparate themſelves, as they had done theſe many years. 
The Lord thereupon, by his prophet Zechariah, took oc- 
cafion to let them know, that in faſts of their own ap- | 
pointing he was not concerned (whereby is plainly intimate, 
that nothing in religion of man's inſtitution is accepted by vr 
the Lord) ; and that it would pleaſe him better, to ſee them (i 
execute true judgment, and ſhew mercy and compaſſion every + | | 
one to his brother, and abſtain from oppreſſing the widow, i} 
the fatherleſs, the ſtranger, and the poor, and from ima- = | | 
gining evil one againſt another in their hearts, than to be i. - 
ever 10 obſervant of outward performances. ö 
Hitherto the work of rebuilding the temple had been car- 
ried on by the direction and conduct of Zerubbabel the 
governor, and Joſhua the high-prieſt ; both whom the pro- | 
phet Zachary ſpeaks honourably of, the one in the third, 
and the other in the fourth chapter of his prophecy. But 11 
now that the temple was finiſned, Ezra ſet forward to go $ 
up to Jeruſalem in the ſeventh year of Artaxerxes, by ſome - 
.hiſtorians called, for diſtinction ſake, the ſecond. 
This Ezra was a prieſt (whoſe genealogy, in chap. vii. 
is deduced from Aaron) and a learned ſcribe in the law of 
God, who had hitherto ſtaid at Babylon, with thoſe of the 
captivity which had not yet returned. But now, there 1 
being great want of fuch a man at Jeruſalem, to inſtruct 
the people in the too long neglected law of God, and re- 
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form the manners of both prieſts and people; the Lord both 
kindled a zeal in Ezra to undertake that work, and gave 
him favour with the king to furniſh him for the journey. 

For when Ezra had acquainted the king with his pur- 


ſe, and requeſted leave of him that he might go, the 


ing gave him not only licence to go, but an ample com- 
miſhon to take with him whomſoever he would, and what 
alſo he ſhould judge needful, both for his journey thither, 
and ſervice there. Of which commiſſion this was the tenor : 


ARTAXERXES, king of kings, unto EZRA the prieſt, a 
perfect Scribe of the law of the God of heaven, greeting 


© I make a decree, That all they of the people of Iſrael, 
and of his prieſts and Levites in my realm, which of their 
own free-will are minded to go up to Jeruſalem, may go 
with thee; foraſmuch as thou art ſent of the king, and 
of his ſeven counſellors, to inquire concerning Judah and 
Jeruſalem, according to the law of thy God which is in 
< thine hand, and carry the ſilver and gold which the king 
© and his counſellors have freely offered unto the God of 
< Iſrael, whoſe habitation is in Jeruſalem ; and all the filver 
and gold that thou canſt find in all the provinces of Ba- 
„ bylon, with the free-will offerings of the people, and of 
the prieſts, offering willingly for the houſe of their God 


SA 6-4-4 


© which is at Jeruſalem; that thou mayſt ſpeedily buy with 


this money bullocks, lambs, and rams, with their meat- 
« offerings and drink-offerings, and offer upon the altar of 
the houſe of your God which is at Jeruſalem. And what- 
£ ſoever ſhall ſeem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to 
c do with the reſt of the ſilver and gold, that do, after the 


will of your God. The veſſels alſo that are given thee 


« for the ſervice of the houſe of thy God, which thou ſhalt 
have occaſion to beſtow, beſtow it out of the king's treaſure- 
© houſe. And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, do make a 
« decree to all the treaſurers which are beyond the river, 
« that whatſoever Ezra the prieſt, the ſcribe of the law 
© of the God of heaven, ſhall require of you, it be done, 
4 unto an hundred talents of ſilver (thirty-ſeven thouſand 
© and five hundred pounds), and to an hundred meaſures 
« (cors) of wheat (a cor containing five buſhels and five 
« gallons, makes five hundred fixty-two buſhels and a half), 
© and to an hundred baths of. wine, (a bath being the 
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«© tenth part of an omer, and containing four gallons and 


hundred barrels of oil, and ſalt without meaſure. What- 
ſoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be 
diligently done for his houſe; for why ſhould there be 
wrath againſt the king and his ſons? Alſo we certify you, 
that touching any of the prieſts and Levites, fingers, 
porters, and Nethinims, or miniſters of this houfe of God, 
it ſhall not be lawful to impoſe toll, tribute or cuſtom 


God that is in thine heart, ſet magiſtrates and judges, 
which may judge all the people that are beyond the river 
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them that know them not). And whoſoever will not do 
the law of thy God, and the law of the king, let judg- 
© ment be ſpeedily executed upon him; whether it be unto 


death, or to baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods, or 


© to 1mpriſonment.”? | 


Ezra, having received theſe letters from the king, bleſ- 


ſed the Lord, in a thankful acknowledgment of his mercy,. 


in having put it into the king's heart to beautify the houſe 
of the Lord in Jeruſalem, and in giving him favour with 
the king, and with his counſellors and mighty princes. And 


being ſtrengthened by the good hand of the Lord his God, 


that was upon him for his encouragement, he gathered to- 
gether out of Iſrael chief men to go up with him. | 
Theſe with the males of their ſeveral families, » being 
in number one thouſand four hundred ninety and fix (of 
whom there is a muſter - roll in chap. vin. from ver 2. 
to 15.) Ezra drew down to the river that runneth to Ahava; 
where encamping for three days, he took an account of the 
people and the priefts, but found no Levites nor Nethinims 
among them. Wherefore he ſent back Eliezer, and half 
a ſcore more of the chief men for underſtanding, with a meſ- 
ſage to Iddo (who was the chief of the Nethinims at Ca- 
ſiphia) requiring him to ſend with them ſome miniſters fit 
for the ſervice of the houfe of the Lord. And (the Lord 


ſo diſpoſing it) they brought ham a man of underſtanding,. 


and ſeven or eight and thirty more, that were Levites, with 
two hundred and twenty Nethinims, who were under of- 


» Ezra viii. 


. | ficers 
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an half, makes four hundred and fifty gallons) and to an 


upon them. And thou Ezra, after the wiſdom of thy 


(that is, all ſuch as know the laws of thy God, and teach - 
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ficers for the more ſervile work of the temple, ſuch as the 


fraudulent Gibeonites were at firſt appointed to. 
When theſe were come to the camp, and had joined the 


reſt of the company, they made a body of about one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty. Yet Ezra conſidering how great 
a Charge they had with them, in both money and plate, and 


apprehenſive of the dangers that might attend them in their 
march, from the free-booters of the countries through which 
they were to pals, proclaimed a faſt at the river, that they 


might humble themſelves before their God, and implore his 
guidance, direction, and care for them, their little ones, and 
all their ſubſtance. For though he might, for aſking, have 
had a convoy from the king for their defence, he was 
aſhamed to aſk it; having before told the king, that the 
hand of their God would be for good upon all them that 
fought him, and his vindictive power and wrath againſt all 
thoſe. that forſook him. | 

Having thus faſted and beſought their God on this oc- 
caſion, and received from him ſome token of acceptance, 
they committed themſelves to his protection, and ſet for- 
ward again. And Ezra having drawn forth twelve of the 
chief prieſts, delivered to them by weight the ſilver and 
the gold, and the veſſels, which the king, with his coun- 
ſellors and his lords, and all Iſrael that were preſent, had 


offered as an offering for the houſe of the Lord, and gave 
them their * 3 in theſe words: 


© Ye are holy (that is, conſecrated unto the Lord); and 
© theſe veſſels are holy, (that is, dedicated unto his uſe) ; 
and the filver and the gold are a free-will offering unto 
© the Lord God of your fathers. Watch ye therefore care- 
« fully, and keep them ſafe, until ye can come to weigh 
© them unto the chief of the prieſts and Levites, and the 
« fathers of Iſrael at Jeruſalem, in the chambers of the 
© houſe of the Lord. 

This treaſure was of a very conſiderable value. For there 
were fix hundred and fifty talents of filver ; which, at three 
hundred ſeventy-five pounds to the talent, make two hundred 
forty-three thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty pounds. The 
filver veſſels weighed an hundred talents, which came to 
thirty-ſeven thouſand and five hundred pounds. The gold 
in coin was an hundred talents, which, at four thouſand five 
hundred pounds each talent, brings forth four hundred and 
fifty thouſand pounds. Which three ſums 8 
; | even 
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ſeven hundred thirty-one thouſand two hundred and fifty 
pounds. Beſides all which, there were twenty baſons of 
gold, of a thouſand drams, and two veſſels of ſine copper as 
precious as gold. All which the prieſts and Levites took the 
charge of, to bring to the houſe of their God in Jeruſalem. 
It was on the firſt day of the firſt month, that Ezra ſet forth 
with his troops from Babylon ; and on the twelfth day of the 
ſame month, having diſpoſed all things in order, they left the 
river of Ahava, where they had made an halt, and purſued 
their journey to Jeruſalem ; where they arrived on the firſt 
day of the fifth month, chap. vii. 9. and viii. 32. fo that 
they ſpent four months complete in the journey. Nor'was 
their fear of robbers altogether groundleſs ; for they were 
way-laid, it ſeems ; but the Lord was with them, and de- 
livered them from the hand of their enemies, and of ſuch as 
lay in wait by the way. Te 2 
After they were come to Jeruſalem, they lay ſtill three days 


to reſt and refreſh themſelves, and on the fourth day they diſ- 


charged themſelves of the treaſure they had brought ; de- 
livering it by weight, in the houſe of the Lord, to thoſe 
prieſts that were appointed to-receive and take the charge of: 
it, and an inventory was made of both the number and. 
weight. ? 

Then were burnt-offerings offered unto the God of Iſrael, 
by the children of thoſe- that had been carried away, and 
which were now come out of the captivity. After which, 
Ezra delivering the king's commiſſions unto the king's heu- 
tenants and governors on that fide the river, they, in obe- 


dience thereunto, furniſhed the people with all things neceſſary 


to the ſervice of the houſe of God. 

But now came on Ezra's exerciſe *®. For ſome of the 
princes, or chief of the Iſraelites, came to him, and told him, 
that the people of Iſrael, and the prieſts and the Levites, had. 
not ſeparated themſelves from the people of the land, namely, . 
the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebuſites, Ammonites, . 
Moabites, Egyptians, and Amorites ; but. did according to. 
their abominations. For they had taken of their daughters. 
for wives, both to themſelves and to their ſons, though ex- 
preſsly forbidden, Deut. vii. 3, By which means the holy 
ſeed had mingled themſelves with the people of thoſe lands; 
and (which made it the worſe, and the harder to be re- 
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formed) the princes and rulers had been chief in this 
treſpaſs. p | 

When Ezra heard this, he rent his ents; and for 
meer grief plucking off the hair of his head and beard, he 
fat down aſtoniſhed until the evening · ſacriſice. During which 
time, ſuch of the people as trembled at the words of the God 
of Iſrael, becauſe of the tranſgreſſion of thoſe others of the 
captivity that had been drawn into this evil, gathered them- 
ſelves about him. 
But when the time of the evening - ſacriſice was come 
(which was the twelfth hour with them, who began the day 
at fix in the morning, and anſwers the ſixth hour in the after- 
noon with us) Ezra, falling on his knees, and ſpreading out 
his hands unto. the Lord his God, thus poured forth the grief 
of his ſoul before him: . | 

O my God (ſaid he) I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up 
« my face unto thee, my God; for our iniquities are in- 
« creaſed over our heads, .and our treſpaſs is grown up unto 
«the heavens. Since the days of our fathers have we been 
in a great treſpaſs unto this day. And for our iniquities 
© have we, our kings, and our prieſts, been delivered into 
« the hands of the kings of the nations, to the ſword, to cap- 
« tivity, and to be made a ſpoil, and to confuſion of face, as 
« at this day. And now, for a little ſpace, grace (or favour) 
« hath been ſhewed from the Lord our God, to leave us a 
< remnant to eſcape, and to give us a nail (meaning a ſet · 
« tlement) in his holy place; that our God may lighten our 
« eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage: for we 
« were bondmen ; yet. our God hath. not forſaken us in our 
bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us, in the fight of 
the kings of Perſia, to give us a reviving, that we might 
« ſet up the houſe of our God, and repair the deſolations 
thereof, and to give us a wall (a defence) in Judah and 
« Jeruſalem. And now, O, our God, what ſhall we ſay after 
this? For we have forſaken thy commandments, which 
thou haſt commanded by thy ſervants the prophets, ſaying, 
The land, unto which ye go to poſſeſs it, is unclean with 
© the filthineſs of the people thereof, by reaſon of their abo- 
© minations, which have filled it, from one end to the other, 
< with their uncleanneſs. Give not therefore your daughters 
«© unto their ſons, neither take their daughters unto your ſons, 
nor ſeek their peace or their wealth (that is, their welfare) 
«© for ever; that ye may be ſtrong, and eat the good apy 
g | 4 3 
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land, and leave it for an inheritance to your children for 
ever. And now, after all that hath come upon us for our 


evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſſes, ſeeing thou, our 


God, haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve, and 
© haſt given us ſuch deliverance as this, ſhould we again 
© break thy commandments, and join in affinity with the 
© people. of. theſe abominations, wouldſt not thou be angry 
©. with us, till thou haſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be 
©. no remnant, nor eſcaping? O Lord God of Iſrael, thou 


art righteous ; for we remain yet eſcaped, as it appeareth * 


c this day. Behold, we are before thee, in our treſpaſſes, 
but we cannot ſtand before thee, becauſe of this. 

When Ezra had ended his confeſſion and prayer, weeping, 
and caſting himſelf down before the houſe of God“; the 
Lord wrought ſo upon the hearts of the people, that there aſ- 
ſembled unto him out of Iſrael a very great congregation of 
men, women, and children; and the people wept very ſore, 
Which when Shechaniah (a man of a conſiderable family in 
Iſrael) obſerved, he, for himſelf and the reſt of the people, 
thus ſpake unto Ezra: 


© We have indeed treſpaſſed againſt our God, in having : 


taken ſtrange wives of the people of the land; yet from 
< this appearance of repentance, and diſpoſition to reforma- 
« tion, there is ground of hope in Iſrael concerning this 
© thing. Let us now therefore make a covenant. with our 
God to put away all the ſtrange wives, and ſuch as are 
© born of them, according to the counſel of my lord, and of 
< thoſe that tremble at the commandment of our God (whom 
the fear of God hath preſerved out of this tranſgreſſion); 
and let it be done according to the law. And in order 
©. thereunto, ariſe, thou, Ezra, for this matter belongeth 
«© principally uuto thee (to whom God hath given both learn- 
ing to perſuade, and authority to require it of the people); 
yet we alſo will be with thee ; therefore be of good courage 
c and do it.“ 4 
Then Ezra, riſing up from before the houſe of God 
(where, it ſeems, he had all this while lain proſtrate before 
the Lord) made the chief. prieſts, with the Levites, and all 
Iſrael, to ſwear that they would do according to this word. 
After which, having retired himſelf into the chamber of Jo- 
hanan, that he might there faſt and mourn, he cauſed pro- 
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clamation to be made unto all the children of the captivity 
throughout Judah and Jeruſalem, that they ſhould gather 


. themſelves together unto Jeruſalem within three days, upon 
penalty that whoſoever ſhould negle&t to come within that 


time, ſhould forfeit all his ſubſtance, and be himſelf ſeparated. 


from the congregation of Iſrael. 


Upon this ſummons all the men of Judah-and Benjamin 


flocked in unto Jeruſalem within the three days. But it 
being the ninth month, the ſeaſon proved very. wet; ſo that 
the people fitting in the ſtreet before the houſe of God trem- 
bled; partly becauſe of the guilt they. were under, and 
partly for the great rain, which perhaps they might take 
to be a judgment upon them for their offence, | 

Being thus gathered together, Ezra the prieſt, ſtanding up, 
did thus open the buſineſs unto them : 

© Ye have tranſgreſſed, in that ye have taken ſtrange wives 
_ © to increaſe the treſpaſs of Ifrael. Now therefore make con- 


© feffion unto the Lord God of your fathers, and do his will, 


© in ſeparating yourſelves from the people of the land, and 
from the ſtrange wives.” | 


To this all the congregation, anſwering with a loud voice, 


faid : © As thou haſt ſaid, ſo muſt we do. But the people are 


© many, and it is a time of much rain, ſo that we are not able 
© to ſtand abroad; neither is this the work of one day or two,. 


© for we are many that have tranſgreſſed in this thing. Now 
therefore, let our rulers throughout all the congregation 
« ſtand for us. And let all them who have taken ſtrange 
wives in our ſeveral cities come, at appointed times, and 
with them the elders and judges of every city (to teſtify 
that theſe are all that are guilty in that place): and ſo pro- 
ceed from time to time, until the fierce wrath of our God, 
© for this matter, be turned from us.“ 

This propoſition being approved, and agreed to, Ezra the 
prieſt, and certain chief of the fathers, according to their fa- 
milies (having ſome few others added to them as affiſtants) 
were by name deputed to that ſervice : who on the firſt of the 
tenth month ſat down to examine that matter, and did not 


make an end with all the men that had taken ſtrange wives, 


until the firſt day of the firſt month following. 

But when they had gone through the work, and had taken 
a liſt of all the names of all the men, both prieſts and people, 
that had taken firange wives (of whom ſome had children by 
them) they made them give the hand (Which was a certain 
ceremony of giving ſecurity, uſed to confirm a covenant, as 


in 
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in Ezek. xvii. 18.) that they would put them away. Which 
done, they offered their treſpaſs - offering according to the 
law, and ſo the matter ended. 

But although ſome diſorders were now reformed, yet many 
enormities remained yet to be reformed, both in the people, 
and more eſpecially in the prieſts. And although the temple 
was now rebuilt, yet the city lay in a manner waſte, without 
gates or wall, which gave advantage to the enemies of the 
3 to inſult them. For Z erubbabel, it is probable, was 

y this time dead, and though Ezra was a learned ſcribe, and 
a zealous prieſt, and had prepared his heart to ſeek the law 
of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Iſrael ſtatutes and 
judgments, Ezra vil. 10. yet he ſeems not to have been ſo 
qualified for the exerciſe of civil authority, as the condition 
of the people and ſtate of the place required. ON 

Wherefore it pleaſed the Lord to ſend another of his ſer- 
vants thither to carry on that work, and finiſh what of it yet 
remained. This was Nehemiah, one of the captive Jews, 
who was Cup-bearer to king Artaxerxes, and in eſpecial fa- 
vour with him. 5 
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—— being at Shuſhan, the king's palace (where 
his office required his attendance) *, and meeting one 

day with certain of his brethren, men of Judah, who had 
been at Jeruſalem, and were come back again to Chaldea, he 
inquired of them concerning the Jews that were returned 
from the captivity, and concerning the ſtate of Jeruſalem, 
They told him that the remnant which were left of the cap- 
tivity there, in the province of Judea, were in great afflic- 
tion, and under foul reproach from their enemies : that the 
wall of Jeruſalem remained broken down, and the gates 
thereof burnt with fire, as the Babylonians had left it, when 
Nebuchadnezzar had ſacked the city, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 19. 
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' , This fo affected good Nehemiah, that (though he himſelf, 


for himſelf wanted nothing, living in the favour of his prince, 
and affluence of all things neceſſary) he fat down and wept; 
and having mourned and faſted ſeveral days, he at length 
poured forth his ſupplication to the Lord in this manner : 

© I beſeech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great and 
terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them 
that love him, and obſerve his commandment, let thine ear 
now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayſt 


now, day and night, for the children of Iſrael, thy ſervants, 
and confeſs the tins of the children of Iſrael which we have 
ſinned againſt thee. Both 1 and my father's houſe have 
ſinned. We have dealt very corruptly againſt thee, and 
have not kept the commandments, nor the ſtatutes, nor the 
judgments, which thou commandedſt by thy ſervant Moſes, 


heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and bring 
them unto the place where I have choſen to ſet my name. 


thou haft redeemed by thy great power, and by thy ſtrong 
hand ; I beſeech thee, O Lord, let now thine ear be at- 
tentive to the prayer of thy ſervant, and to the prayer of 
thy ſervants who defire to fear thy name; and proſper thou, 
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the ſight of the king.” 


By thus continually mourning, faſting, and afflicting him- 
ſelf, for the ſake of his brethren, his country, and the holy 


city, Nehemiah bad imprinted ſuch tokens of ſorrow in his 


face, that when his turn came to wait, and, according to his 
othce, he took up the wine to preſent it to the king, the king 
obſerved it; and he not having been uſed, in former times, 


to be ſad in the king's preſence, .the king thereupon ſaid to 


him, Why is thy countenance ſad, ſeeing thou art not ſick ? 
This is nothing elle but ſorrow of heart.” 

Though Nehemiah was ftruck with fear upon the king's 
diſcovering the trouble of his mind, out of an awful regard 
he had to him; yet, the king having given him ſo fair an 
occaſion to open unto him the cauſe of his grief, he took 
heart, And having uſed the common apprecation of ſubjects 
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hear the payer of thy ſervant, which I pray before thee ' 


when thou ſaidſt (Deut. iv. 25, &c.) If ye tranſgreſs, 1 
will ſcatter you abroad among the nations; but if ye turn 
again unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them, 

though there were of you caſt out unto the uttermoſt part of 


Now ſince theſe are thy ſervants and thy people, whom 


I pray thee, thy ſervant this day, and grant me favour in 
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to princes in thoſe times [Let the king live for ever!] How. 
© (ſaid he) can my countenance be otherwiſe than ſad, when - 


_ © the city, the place of my fathers ſepulchres, lieth waſte, 
© and the gates thereof are conſumed with fire ?? + 

The king thereupon aſking him what he would requeſt, he, 
lifting up his heart to God for afliſtance, anſwered ; If it 
« pleaſe the king, and if thy ſervant hath found favour in 
© thy ſight, my requeſt is, that thou wouldeſt ſend me to 
« Jeruſalem, the city of my fathers ſepulchres, that I may 
build it. | 

Now found Nehemiah the anſwer of his prayer“. For 
God gave him ſo great favour with the king, that when the 
king had aſked him (the queen alſo fitting by) how long his 
journey ſhould be; and within what time he would return; 
and Nehemiah had ſet a time, the king not only gave him 
leave to go, but upon Nehemiah's further requeſt, gave him 
letters both to the governors of the provinces beyond the 
river, charging them to ' convey him ſafely over, until he 
ſhould come into Judea, and to the keeper of the king's 
foreſt, commanding him to furniſh him with timber for beams 
for the gates of the palace, and for the walls, and for the 
building of an houſe for Nehemiah himſelf, as governor, to 
dwell in, while he ſhould reſide there. 

Thus furniſhed, Nehemiah ſet forward; and when he was 
come to the governors, and had delivered his credentials to 
them, they, ſeeing the equipage in which he came (for the 
king had ſent ſome of the captains of his army, with horſe- 
men, to attend him thither), received him with due reſpect. 
Only Sanballat the Horonite (a Toparch, or chief officer 
among the Moabites) and Tobiah the Ammonite (called the 
ſervant, becauſe, as ſome think, he was a vaſſal to the Per- 
fian monarch ; though otherwiſe a man of prime note among 
the Ammonites) being great enemies to the Jews, were ex- 
ceedingly vexed, when they heard that there was a man come 
to ſeek the welfare of the children of Iſrael; ; 

But Nehemiah, not regarding them, purſued his journey 
to Jeruſalem ; whither being come, and having ſpent three 
days there, he aroſe one night, and taking only ſome few 
men with him, . he went out privately to take a view of the 
breaches that were in the walls of the city, without telling 
any man what God had put in his heart to do, 
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- Going out therefore by the gate of the valley before the 
Dragon- well, he rode on to the dung- port (called ſo, becauſe 


the filth and ſoilage of the city was uſually carried fortn 


through that gate), and viewed the walls of the city on that 
fide, which he found were broken down, and the gates thereof 
conſumed with fire. Thence directing his courſe to the gate 


of the fountain, and to the king's pool (each taking name 


from the pool Siloah, or Siloam) he found the way fo ruin- 
ous, that there was no place for the beaſt he rode on to paſs. 
Wherefore turning from thence, he went up (while it was 
yet night) by the brook ; and having on that ſide alſo viewed 
the wall, he turned back again : and entering the city by the 
te of the valley (through which he went forth) he returned 
ome ; none of the Jews, neither prieſts, nobles, rulers, nor 


workmen (fave thoſe few that went with him) knowing 
-whither he went, or what he did; for he had not yet 
opened his purpoſe to any of them. 


But after he had from this perſonal view ſatisfied him- 
ſelf what was needful to be done, “ he called his brethren 


the Jews together, and thus beſpake them: © Ye ſee (ſaid 


© he) the diſtreſs we are in; how Jeruſalem lieth waſte, 
© and the walls thereof are burnt with fire; come, and let 
© us build up the wall of Jeruſalem, that we be no more 
a reproach.* Then to encourage them, he told them how 

ood the Lord had been unto him, and what favour he 


had given him with the king, relating to them for their 


confirmation the diſcourſe that had paſſed between the king 
and him, ſhewing them alſo the commiſſion and authorit 
which the king had given him. Whereupon they all cried 


out, © Let us ariſe and build 3? and ſtrengthening one another, 


they cheerfully ſet their hands to the work. 1 

But when Sanballat and Tobiah, with Geſhem (a Toparch 
or governor in Arabia) heard that they were going to 
build (which they ſoon did, by means of Tobiah's wife, 
who was a Jewels), they laughed them to ſcorn; and in 


contempt of them ſaid, © What is this thing ye do; will ye 


rebel againſt the king ?? | 
Nehemiah thereupon letting them know that he had ſuf- 
ficient warrant for what he did, added, The God of heaven 
will proſper us; therefore we his ſervants will riſe and 
© build, But as for you (ſaid he) ye need not trouble 
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« yourſelves about it, for ye have no portion nor right, no, 
nor any memorial (no regiſter nor monument) in Jjeru- 
« falem, to ſhew that ye, or any of your anceſtors, did ever 
belong to God.? - : ts = 
By this means rid, for the preſent, of theſe envious neigh- 
bours, the Jews went heartily on with their building; Eliaſhib 
their high - prieſt, with his brethren the prieſts, ſetting them 
a good pattern, by building up the ſheep-gate, the neareſt 
to the temple, and through which the ſheep, which were 
offered in ſacrifices, were uſually brought. This gate the 
prieſts took upon them to build, and did both finiſh and de- 
dicate it. Whoſe example the people following, divided the 
work among them, ſome taking one part, ſome another, as 
zs particularly ſet forth in this third chapter; where we may 
obſerve, that ſome parts of the work were undertaken by 
private families, as in ver. 4. 6, &c. ſome parts by bodies 
olitick or corporations, as by the men of Jericho, ver. 2. 
by the Tekoites, ver. 5. (where a brand is ſet on their 
nobles, for not putting their necks to the work of the Lord); 
ſome parts by companies or trades, as the goldſmiths and 
che merchants, ver. 32. And ſome were ſo zealous and for- 
ward, that when they had finiſhed one piece of the work, 
undertook another, as Merimoth, ver. 4. and 21. and 
the poor Tekoites (though deſerted by their lords), ver. 5, 
and 27. WM: 
# Thus many hands making light work, the building went 
on apace, Which when Sanballat underſtood, he was wroth, 
and in great indignation mocked the Jews.“ And to ani- 
mate the ſoldiers againſt them, he ſaid to his brethren (or 
companions) in the hearing of the army of Samaria, © What 
do theſe feeble Jews intend to do? Will they fortify them- 
© ſelves? Will they facrifice? Will they make an end in a 
© day? Will they revive the ſtones out of tlie heaps of the 
© rubbiſh which are burnt ?? Wherenpon Tobiah, to ſhew his 
contempt alſo of the Jews and their undertaking, deridingly 
added, Even that which they build is ſuch, that if but a 
fox go up upon it, ſhe ſhall break down their ſtone wall.” 
Theſe ſcornful taunts kindled a zeal in good Nehemiah 
to ſpread his complaint before the Lord, and to cry unto 
him for vengeance upon thoſe malicious oppoſers of his 
people and work, But the work notwithſtanding went for- 
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ward; for the people, encouraged by Nehemiah, and hear- 
tily engaged i in their own minds, carried it on with that 


earneſt diligence, that in a little time the parts of the wall 


were joined together, and. raiſed to half its height. 


But when Sanballat and Tobiah, with their accomplices 


(the Arabians, Ammonites, and Aſhdodites,) heard that the 
walls of Jeruſalem were ſo near made up, and that the 


breaches began to be ſtopped, they raged exeeedingly, and 


conſpired all of them together to go and fight againſt Je- 
ruſalem, that they might hinder the work. And ſo cloſely 
had they laid their deſign, and intended to carry it fo pri- 
vately on, that the Jews ſhould not fee any of them, nor 


mould know any thing of the matter, until they were got : 


in among them, and were killing and flaying them. | 
But though this conſpiracy was carried on with all ima» 
ginable ſecreſy, yet the Jews which dwelt by them got no- 
tice of it; and haſting to Jeruſalem, informed their brethren 
there of the deſign that was formed againſt them; letting 
them know, that their enemies did not intend to proclaim 
war, nor to bring it to a pitched battle, but to take them 
at unawares, and a s and to ſet upon them in all 
places where they could find an advantage. | 
This made the Jews (having firſt poured forth their e 
unto Almighty God for help) ſet a watch day and night 
againſt their enemies, to diſcover and give notice of their 
approaches. And becauſe the men of judah 'complained 
that the ſtrength of the bearers of burdens was decayed, 
and ſo much rubbiſh yet remained to be removed, that they 
ſhould not be able both to carry away the earth, and to 
defend themſelves while they were working at the. wall; 
therefore Nehemiah ſet the reſt of the people, according to 
their families, in the lower places behind the wall, as well 
as on the higher places, armed with their ſwords, their 
ſpears, and their bows, that they might be both A. defence 
and encouragement to the workmen. 


Which done, Nehemiah, having taken a view of them 


went amongſt them to cheer and hearten them on; bid- 


ding both the nobles and rulers, and the reſt of the people, 
not to be afraid of them, but to remember the Lord, Who 


is great and terrible; and if (ſaid he) they aſſault you, fight for 


your brethren, your ſons, and your: daughters, your wives; - 


and your houſes. 


J Thus 
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Thus ſtood they on their guard for a while, till they 


- underſtood that 'Sanballat and his party, finding their de- 


fign was diſcovered, and that the Jews were prepared to 


receive them, had let it fall. Whereupon the Jews, per- 
|  ceiving that God had brought to nought the counſel of their 


enemies, returned all of them to the wall, every one to 
his work. Yet ſo, that from that time forward, one half 


of Nehemiah's ſervants (ſuppoſe his guards) wrought in the 


work, and the other half held the weapons and armour in 


_ readineſs, if need ſhould be, and the rulers ſtood behind the 


ple to back them. Moreover, the builders had every 
one his ſword by his fide whilſt he builded : and all the 


labourers, as well they that laded the burdens, as they that 


bare them, wrought every one with one hand, and held a 


weapon with the other. 7 
The trumpeter always attended Nehemiah the governor ; 


and becauſe the work was great and large, and by reaſon 
of the length of the wall they were ſeparated upon it, one 
company far from another, he directed the nobles and all 
the people, that whereſoever they ſhould hear the ſound 
of the trumpet, they ſhould forthwith reſort thither, to re- 
lieve thoſe that ſhould be engaged; and for their encoura- 
gement and comfort he told them, Their God would fight 


for them. 


Thus went they on, plying the work hard; for half of 
them held the ſpears from break of day, till the ſtars ap- 
peared at night. And then Nehemiah cauſed all the work- 
men, with their ſervants, to lodge within Jeruſalem, that 
they might be a guard to the city in the night, as well 
as labour in it in the day. And ſo intent and watchful 
was Nehemiah in the work; that neither he, nor his bre- 
thren, nor his ſervants, nor the guards, did any of them 


put off their clothes, except it were to ſhift themſelves for 
waſhing. | | 
While thus all hands were buſily employed, a diſcon- 


tent brake out among the common people, which was likely 
to have given a troubleſome diverſion from the work, if it 
had not been timely and diſcreetly compoſed ; the occaſion 
whereof was this: MN | 
There being a dearth or famine in the land, proviſions 
were grown ſcarce and dear, and the poorer ſort of people, 
. N | 
* Nehem. Yo 


being 
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being continually engaged in the publick buildings, nad 
not time to improve their own eſtates to the beſt advantage 


for themſelves and their families; ſo that they began to Ye. 
preſſed with ſtraits, and the rich, who hy the law (Deut. xv. 


7, 8.) ſhould have helped them freely, inſtead thereof, did 


rather oppreſs them with uſurious exactions. 


This burthen, when they had long borne it, grew 0 
heavy and uneaſy to them, that it made them break forth Z 
into a general complaint, both the men and their wives,” | 

inſt their brethren the rich Jews. Some of them al- 
ledged that they had great families to maintain, and there- 


fore were fain to take up corn (upon truſt) to keep them 


alive. Others ſaid they had mortgaged their lands, vine- 
yards, and houſes, for money to buy corn, becauſe of the 
dearth. And there were alſo that ſaid, they had been forced 
to take up money upon their lands and vineyards to pay the 


king's tribute, which all the Jews. were fubje& to (Ezra iv. 
13.) except the prieſts and other miniſterial officers be- 
longing to the houſe of God (Ezra vii. 24.) But though 
they thus aſſigned divers eauſes of their poverty and ſtraits, 


yet in this they all agreed, that though their fleſh was as 


good as the fleſh of their rich brethren, and their children 
as near and dear to them as the rich mens children were 


to them, yet they were driven to ſuch neceſſities by their 


brethrens exactions upon them, that they were fain to ſub- 
ject their ſons to bondage, and their daughters to be ſer- 
vants. And they inſtanced that ſome of their daughters 
were brought into bondage already, and it was not in their 


power to redeem them, ecauſe other men had their lands 2 


and vineyards. 

When Nehemiah had heard this great complaint, he was 
very angry. And conſulting with himſelf how he might 
remedy this miſchief, he rebuked the nobles and the rulers 


for exacting uſury every one of his poor brother, And that 


he might the better prevail upon them, he (politickly) ſet 


a great aſſembly of the people againſt them, before whom a 


he reaſoned thus with them: 
© We (faid he) according to our ability (and indeed ac- 


© cording to our duty, Levit. xxv. 48 ) have redeemed our 


* brethren the Jews which were feld unto the heathen; and 
« will you even ſell your brethren? Or ſhall they be ſold unto 
© us?” This put thoſe oppreſſing Jews to ſuch a nonplus, that, 
not red what anſwer to give, they held their peace. 


Gg 3 __ © Where- : | 


— . 
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Whereupon Nehemiah purſuing the point, ſaid, © It is not 
good that ye do. Ought ye not to walk in the fear 


© of our God, were it but to avoid the reproach of our ene- 


5 mies the heathen? I likewiſe, and my. brethren, and ſer- 
© yants, might exact of them money and corn; I pray 
© you let us leave off this uſury: reſtore I pray you this 
day to them their lands, their vineyards, and their olive- 
yards, and their houſes, and the hundredth part alſo of the 
money, com, wine, and oil that ye exact of them.“ | 
To this they all agreed, ſaying, We will reſtore them, 
© and will require nothing of them, but will do as thou 
© haſt ſaid.* Whereupon Nehemiah, taking them at their 
word, called the prieſts, and in their preſence did take 
an oath of them, that they would do as they had then 
promiſed. And to engage them the more ſenſibly and ſtrictly 
to it, he ſhook his lap, and (by way of imprecation) ſaid, 
© So God ſhake out every man from his houſe, and from 


© his ſervice, that performeth not this promiſe, even thus be 


© he ſhaken out and made empty.“ To which all the con- 
gregation ſaid Amen, and praiſed the Lord, and the people 

did according to this promiſe. - 
Thus was a diſcontented and dangerous faction appeaſed 
and allayed by the diſcreet care and zeal of Nehemiah. Nor 
did he work upon the people by precept only and admo- 
nition, but by a ſelf-denying example he led them on. For 
whereas the former governors that. had been before him 
were chargeable unto the people, taking proviſion of them 
for their table, beſides a ſtanding revenue of forty ſhekels 
of filver (that 1s, fifty ſhillings) 4 the day ; and ſuffered 
even their ſervants to bear rule over the people; Nehe- 
miah not only did not ſo, becauſe of the fear of God that 
was upon him, but he forebore buying any land for him- 
ſelf, and was continually ' employed, both he and his ſer- 
vants, in or about the work of the wall. And during the 
whole twelve years time of his government, from the twen- 
tieth to the two-and thirtieth year of king Artaxerxes, he 
not only forbore to take the governor's maintenance, but at 
his own charge kept an open houſe; having commonly at 
his table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, be- 

ſides thoſe that came in unto him from the heathen. 

Anſwerable to ſuch a family was the proviſion of his 
houſe. - For every day he had an ox dreſſed, and fix choice 
ſheep, beſides fowls ; and once in ten days, ſtore of all ſorts 
15 of 
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of wine. All which he defrayed at his own charge, not 
requiring the allowance due to him as governor, becauſe 


he ſaw the burthen was heavy upon the le 


People. 6 IV 
Buy this encouraged, the people plied the work ſo hard, 
that now the wall was builded, and all the breaches in it 
made up, * only the gates were not yet hung. But when 


Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geſhem, underſtood how faſt the 


work went on, and how near it was to be wholly finiſhed, 
they turned their fury into crafty policy, thinking there- 
by to betray Nehemiah. Wherefore they ſent to invite him 


to give them a meeting in one of the villages in the plain 
of Ono (a place in the tribe of Benjamin), purpoſing when 
they had him there, to do him a miſchief, But he, in- 


| ſtead of going, returned them anſwer, That he had a 
© great work in hand, which muſt needs flop if he ſhould 


© leave it, and therefore he was not at leiſure to come down 
< % them | RE 7 10 

So earneſt they were to have gotten him within their 
reach, that four times, one after another, they ſent him the 


ſame invitation, and he as often returned them the ſame 
anſwer. | 


At length Sanballat, perceiving that Nehemiah was too 


wary a man to be drawn into danger by ſuch a general 
invitation, concluded he would try him once more, on pre- 


tence of an important buſineſs, which he thought would 


touch him to the quick, and make him come to clear him- 
ſelf. Wherefore he ſent his ſervant to him the fifth time, 
with a letter in his hand, but open; which when Nehe- 


miah had received, he found the contents thereof to be thus: 


It is reported among the heathen, and Geſhem faith 


cauſe thou buildeſt the wall, that thou mayeſt be their 
king; and that thou haſt alſo appointed prophets to preach 
of thee at Jeruſalem, and to ſay, There is a king in Judah. 
And now ſhall it be reported to the king (Artaxerxes) 
according to theſe words, Wherefore, come now, and let 
us take counſel together about it, that is, how to ſtop 
the ſpreading of this report, and prevent the danger that 
may ariſe thereby. RE. | 

Nehemiah eaſily perceived that all this was but a con- 
trived deſign to make him and the Jews afraid, that fo 


W &@a a ma -w 


*Nehem. vi⸗ | 


their 


it, that thou and the Jews intend to rebel: for which 
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their hands being weakened, the work they were about, 


though ſo. near finiſhed, might yet receive a ſtop, and not 
be completed. Wherefore, in contempt of Sanballat and his 


Then praying to God to. encourage and Arengthen him, 


he went to the houſe: of Shemaiah (the ſon of Delaiah the 


pneſt}, whom he found ſhut up, under pretence (as is ſup- 
poſed) of a vow he had made for the ſafety of Nehemiah, 
which he feigned to be much concerned for. And pre- 

— to propheſy, that the enemies of Nehemiah would 
come to ſlay him in the night,” he would have perſuaded 
Nehemiah to go with him into the inner part of the temple, 


and ſecure themſelves there, by ſhatting the doors of the 


upon them. 

Though Nehemiah, not then ſuſpeQing Shemaiah of 
falſhood, did not at firſt apprehend his deſign ; yet from 
a ſenſe of religion and honour with reſpect to the work he 
was engaged in, and the ſtation he was placed in, he an- 
ſwered with a ſort of indignation, © Should ſuch a man as 


. © I flee! What man under my circumſtances would go into 


© the temple to fave his life? I will not go in.“ 

When Nehemiah had given this reſolute anſwer, he per - 
ceived by the effect it had on Shemaiah, that God had not 
ſent him with that meſſage to him; but that, being hired 
by Tobiah and Sanballat, he had pronounced that pro- 
phecy againſt him, on purpoſe to have put him in fear, 
and have drawn him into ſomething which might have 
furniſhed them with matter for an evil report, wherewith 
they would have reproached him, 

But Nehemiah was preſerved out of all their ſnares. And 
having committed himſelf to God, the righteous judge and 
avenger of his ſuffering ſervants, he went boldly on in his 
undertaking; ſo that on the 25th day of the fixth month 
(by the Jews called Elul) the whole work was completed 
in fifty-two days: fo ſays the text expreſly ; but from whence 


to begin the computation interpreters are not agreed, Tre- 


mellius and Junius would begin theſe fifty two days after 
the ſtone wall was built. The annotators on the Engliſh 
bible, in their marginal note on Nehemiah vi. 15. take theſe 
days to begin after Nehemiah had ſent his anſwer to San- 
ballat, which 1s leſs likely than the other, I rather incline 
; 1 9 1 : to 


wicked devices, he retarned him this ſhort and blunt anſwer: _. 
© 'There are no ſuch things done as thou ſayeſt, but thou 
- © feigneſt them out of thine own heart.” 
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to think that the whole work, conſidering the many hands 
that were employed, and the great diligence that was uſed 


in it, was begun and ended in fifty-two days. Nor can 


there be much more time allowed for it ; for it was in the 
firſt month (called by the Jews Niſan) that Nehemiah was 
in Babylon, and obtained of the king leave to go to Je- 
ruſalem, Nehem. ii. 1. And though we have not an ex- 
a. account what time he ſpent in his journey, and when 

e arrived at Jeruſalem, yet if we may gueſs at it by the 
time Ezra ſpent in the ſame journey, when he came from 
Babylon to Jeruſalem, (allowing for the delay Ezra had at 
the river Ahava when he firſt ſet forth, Ezra viii. 15. 31.) 
it is not probable that Nehemiah got to Jeruſalem till about 
the end of the fourth month ; for Ezra, though he ſet out 
from Babylon on the firſt day of the firſt month, reached 
not Jerulalem till the firſt day of the fifth month · And 
from thence to the 25th of the 6th month may make out 
the two-and-fifty days, and Nehemiah's three days reſt be- 
fore he began; or thereabouts. 


But not to be over-curious in a matter not of the greateſt 


moment, when the Jews enemies, as well the Samaritans 
as the heathen that were round about them, underſtood the 
building was fully finiſhed, they were much dejected in their 
minds, for they perceived that this work was brought to 
perfection by the God of the Jews. 4 


Yet for all this Nehemiah was not free from both trouble 
and danger ; for the nobles of Judah, as they had all along- 
done, did ſtill hold a correſpondence with Tobiah, ſending 


letters frequently to' him, and receiving letters from him. 
For he, by linking himſelf and his family in marriages 


among them, had gotten a great intereſt in Jeruſalem; in- 


ſomuch that many of the Jews (which is ſtrange to think) 
were ſworn unto him. He himſelf had married a. Jewels, 
the daughter of Shecaniah the ſon of Arah (a head of a 
conſiderable family, who brought |back from the captivity 


ſeven hundred ſeventy-and-five perſons, Ezra. ii. 5.) and 
his ſon Johanan had married the daughter of Meſhullam 


(the ſon of Berechiah), of another great family in Judah, 


Nehem. vi. 17, 18. | 15 80 

 . By means of theſe croſs-matches, this crafty Ammonite 

had wound himſelf into the intereſt and affection of the 

Jewiſh nobles, who would take occaſion ſometimes to com- 

mend him; and as his name (Tobiah) ſignifies a good Lord, 
they 
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they would ſet forth his good deeds before Nehemiah, And; 
which was worſe, they diſcovered to him Nehemiah's coun- 
ſels, which emboldened Tobiah to attempt by his letters 
to put Nehemiah in fear. 3 | SN 
This made Nehemiah more watchful over both him and 
them, *: leſt conſpiracy ſhould be carried on between them 
for the betraying of the city. Wherefore ſingling out: his 
brother Hanani, and Hananjah,. the ruler. of the palace 
(Who was a faithful man, and one that feared God above 
many), he gave them a particular charge over Jeruſalem, 
that they ſhould not ſuffer the gates of the city to be opened, 
until the ſun had been up ſome time; and that in the even- 
ings they ſhould" ftand by and ſee the gates firmly barred ; 
and ſhould appoint watches (not of loitering fellows, or 
unſettled. ſtragglers, but) of the houſe-keepers in Jeruſalem, 
who ſhould take their turns to watch, and ſhould kave their 
ſtations every one againſt his own houſe. —  _ | 

-— But becauſe the city was large, and the inhabitants but 
few, by reaſon that the houſes were not yet generally builded, 
Nehemiah (as God put it into his heart) aſſembled the 
nobles and rulers, together with the people, that they might 
be reckoned by their genealogies; having found a regiſter 
of the genealogy of them who came up at the firſt, wherein 
the names of the heads of families, with the number of 
perſons belonging to each family, were particularly ſet down, 
though with ſome diverſity in the accounts given thereof by 
Ezra, (chap. ii.) and by Nehemiah here. The reaſon of 
which difference is by ſome ſuppoſed to be, that the regiſter 
or we have in Ezra was made at Babylon before 
they ſet forward; the other, which Nehemiah found, was 
made at Jeruſalem after they were come thither; and there 
might alterations happen in their families in ſo long a 


By this regiſter the people being called over by their 


to ſhew their father's houſe, nor their pedigree, to manifeſt 

whether they were of Iſrael or no. And even of the prieſts, 

ſome ſought their | genealogy by the regiſter, but could not 

find it ; and were therefore, as polluted, put from the prieſt- 

hood, the governor commanding that they . ſhould not eat 

of the moſt holy things, till there ſhould ſtand up a prieſt 
0 15 ar; 611-6 
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families, ſome of them were at a great loſs, not being able 


with Urim and Thummim, who might from God deter- 
mine whether they were of the prieſtly race or no. 
The poll being taken, whereby they knew both their 
numbers and ſtrength, e of the people which did 
not dwell at Jeruſalem, did agree to bring one of ten, 
which ſhould be taken by lot out of their numbers, to dwell 
in the holy city Jeruſalem, that they might be an addi- 
tional ſtrength to the place. And this was ſo well accepted 
of by the reſt of the people, that they thereupon bleſſed 


offered themſelves to dwell at Jeruſalem. 


While now the people were aſſembled together, and 


having ſettled (as well as they could) their genealogies, 
and the governor, with their chief fathers and the reſt of 
the people, had made their free - will- offerings for the work 
of the Lord, Ezra the ſcribe, at the requeſt of the people, 
brought forth the book of the law, which the Lord, by Moſes, 
had commanded Iſrael; and being in the ſtreet before the 
Water-gate, Ezra, the prieſt and ſcmbe, ſtood up upon a 
pulpit of wood. So the text in the Engliſh ; but the margin 
from the Hebrew ſays, © A tower of wood.“ And 7 
it might be of the like form with that which in the margin 
to chap. ix. 4. is called a ſcaffold. Whatever faſhion it 
was of, it was ſomething made on purpoſe to- ſtand upon, 
not in; and it was large enough, it ſeems, for thirteen 
beſides himſelf to ſtand on: for ſo many, if I miſcount them 
not, ſtood beſide him, fix on his right hand, and ſeven on 
his left. | | 
Being thus raiſed a little above the reſt of the le, 
that he might be the better both ſeen and heard 2 Ne 
all, Ezra opened the book in their fight, at which they all 
ſtood up. And when Ezra had bleſfed the Lord, the great 
God, all the people hfting up their hands anſwered, Amen, 
Amen; and bowing their heads, . worſhipped the Lord with 
their faces towards the ground. C 
It is the opinion of ſome, that the people were gathered 
in ſeveral diſtinct aſſemblies (ſome think eight] at one and 
the ſame time, for the conveniency of hearing the law 
read and expounded; which is not altogether , unlikely ; 


for beſides Exra, the Levites are faid - to have read in the 


_ #® Nehem, vill, | 4 
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(or returned thanks to) all thoſe men that thus willingly * 


N 
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book of the law, and to have given the ſenſe, and cauſed 
the people to underſtand it. 
_ _ However, the people, it ſeems, when they heard the 
words of the law (which they were ſenſible they had tranſ- 
greſſed) did mourn and weep. So that Nehemiah and Ezra, 
with the Levites, were fain to quiet and ſtill them, bid. 
ding them not mourn nor weep at that time, but hold their 
peace, becauſe that day was holy unto the Lord their God ; 
and therefore they ſhould not ſhew any tokens of grief or 
forrow on that day, but ſhould make good cheer, eating 
and drinking of the beſt, and ſhould ſend portions of their 
proviſions unto them for whom nothing was prepared. For 
that day, being the firſt of the ſeventh month, was holy 
unto the Lord their God, and the joy of the Lord was 
* | ; 8 | 508 | 
This being a ſition very agreeable to the people, 
they readily Stoſed with it, an war their way to eat and 
to drink, and to ſend portions, and to make great mirth, 
becauſe they had underſtood} what had been read and de- 
clared to them. | e | 
On the next day were gathered together the chief of the 
fathers of all the people, with the priefts and the Levites, 
upto Ezra the ſcribe, to be more particularly inſtructed in 
+ the law. And upon further ſearch, they found written in 
the law (Levit. xxiii. 40.) that the children of Iſrael ſhould 
dwell in booths, in the feaſt of the ſeventh month; and 
that they ſhould make proclamation in all their other cities, 
as well as in Jeruſalem, that the people ſhould go forth 
and fetch olive- branches, and pine - branches, and myrtle- 
branches, and palm-branches, and branches of thick trees to 
make booths. . 3 2 F 
When therefore this was publiſhed to the people, they 
went forth and brought home branches, and made them- 
ſelves booths therewith, ſome upon the roofs of their houſes, 
others in their courts, ſome in the courts of the houſe of 
God, others in the ftreets; ſo that all the congregation of 
them that were come again out of the captivity, made booths, 
and ſat under them. And great gladneſs was among them 
on this occaſion; for this was more than had been done 
fince the days of Joſhua the ſon of Nun, which was more 
than a thouſand years. £6: 
But after this ſolemnity was over, the children of Iſrael 
| aſſembled themſelves again on the four - and - twentieth 1.5 
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of the fame month; and now they ap 
faſting and mourning with earth upon 
their ſins, and the iniquities” of their facher In which 
having briefly touched upon the greatneſs and goodneſs of 
God,” they enumerated his gracious and merciful dealin 


with their fathers from the r | 1 
Abraham; and aknowledging their fathers. and their on 


diſobedience' and. rebellion, they confeſſed to the juſtice” of 


bis law 
de the more firm and laſting, they committed to writing, 
and the chief of their nobles, with the prieſts and Levit 
did ſet their ſeals unto it. The reſt of the people who did 
not ſeal it, both men and women, old and young, that 
were come to years of underſtanding, to teſtify their con- 
currence with their brethren therein, did bind themſel ves 
with an oath and execration to the obſervance thereof. 


But alas! they quickly broke both their oath and the . 


covenant . For Netiemiat having ſettled the officers" both 
in church and ſtate (chapters xi. and xii.) went back, ac- 
_ cording to his engagement; to king Artaxerxes at 
lon." Aud akhough he was abſent but a litte time, probably 


not much above a your, yet in that time en into great 


For Eliaſhib the prieſt, having the overſight of the cham-/ 
bers of the houſe of God, and being allied to Tobiah (the 


ared for him à great 'cham-- 
houſe 


e great enemy, ) had 
r in the court 0 the 


of God, wherein they were 


wont in former times to lay tlie meat. offerings, and other 


holy things, for the uſe of che temple and prieſts. 


This intimacy of cheirs with that prophane Aumonite, 104 
them into a violation of their covenant they had fo latelyß 

made, by prophaning the ſabbath, and marrying with the 
heathen; 8 that when Nehemiah returned Troms Babylon, 


he found it no ſmall work to reform them. 


Ie grieved him ſore, that ſo open an ener, and ſo 
miſelievous a man, as Tobiah was, ſhould/ have a cham 
ber prepared for him in the court of the houſe of God, 
| n hiny "ot 1 Ae e e 


A. M. 155 at 1 Nehem, ix. 


And in the concluſion they made a 
. folemn (covenant with the Lord that they would walk in 
given by Noſes- Which covenant, that it might” 


Vox. II. | H "I 3 needſul 


IT 
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_ mneedful to do it as warily- as he could, to CES 
tion or tumuk ; knowing how far he had 
ſelf into the good. opinion of to many of the people, eſpe- 
8 — ä 
f n 
s audience of the people, it was therein found written 
Dent. Xxiii. 3.) That the Ammonite and the Moabite 
not come unto the congregation of God for ever, 
becauſe they met not the children of Iſrael with bread. and 
water (that is, with friendly entertainment) when they | 
came out of Egypt; but hized Baalam againſt Hom. t0.curls. 
them; though God turned the curſe into a bleſſing. 
| r — 25 Hom. al 
all the mixed multitude. And this opened the way for 
Nehemiah to rid himſelf of Tobiab, who was an Ammonite, 
without danger of the” people's protecting him, or at all 
_ ſiding with him. Wherefore, without more ado, he. caſt 
forth all Tobiab's houſe-hold-ſtyF out of the chamber; and 
caufing- it to be cleanſed, he brought again the veſſels of 
the houſe of God, . penn and the. frankin-. 


cenſe ne "0 
| T x; his abſence the portions of the. 
ites had ren, them, the want of which had 
made them forſake their ſeveral miniſterial. ſervices, and. 
betake themſelves every one to his field for maintenance, 
| rulers about it; and reducing the 
their places and buſineſs, he cauſed: the people 
their r 54 ee tepaſurens to receive 


0 that ſame of the Jews ad prophane 
bath, — — ſetvile worles upon it; as treading 
wine preſſes, bringing in ſheaves of corn, with wine, 
„  bgs, and all manner of. burdens, into . Jeruſalem, 
laden aſſes on the ſabbath day. Oxhers ſold victuals, 
d all manner of wares on that day. All Which he teſ- 
A - 74g and contending. with, the i nobles. about it, 

them, * What an evil thing is this that ye. do, 
g the ſabbath,day. Did uot your fathers thus? 
not our God bring all this Evil upon, us, and 
this city, for ſuch things? yet ae wrath 
n Iſrael by 70 the ſabbath.* ; 
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Thus for a while he reaſoned With them. But finding 
that words would not do, he commanded that, towards 


the evening before the ſabbath, the gates of the city ſhould 
be ſhut; and that they ſhould not be opened again until 


after the ſabbath was ended. And becauſe he would be 


ſure that this command ſhould be duly obſerved, he fet ſome 
of his own ſervants at the gates, to ſee that no burden 
was brought in on the ſabbath day. . 
By this means the merchants, and ſellers of all kinds 
of wares, were greatly diſappointed: For coming, as they 
uſed to do, with their goods to fell, and not being ad- 
mitted to enter, they were forced to lodge abroad without 


- jerufalem, Which when they had done once or twice, and 


yet would not take warning, Nehemiah teftified againft them, 


aſking them, © Why they lodged before the wall ?* And ian 
ſhort told them, If they did fo agam, he would lay hands 


© 'on them.“ That fo ſcared them, that they came no more 
on the ſabbath day; yet leſt they ſhould have come again, 


2 the ſabbath day might be kept 
y. | F ; | webs © > 4 12 
But in no caſe did Nehemiah expreſs a warmer zeal, 


chan againſt thoſe mixed marriages which were made be- 


eween Jews and other nations. For having found ſome Jews 
that had married wives of Aſhded, and of Ammon, and 
of Moab, whoſe. children, he obſerved, ſpake half in the 
ſpeech of Aſhdod, and could not ſpeak in the Jews lan“ 
but uſed a mongrel ſpeech, patched up out of both 


plucked off their hair, and made them ſwear that they ſhould 
not pive-their daughters unto the ſons of other people, nor 
take of the daughters of other people their fons, or for 
themſelves. For. (ſaid he to them) © Diu not Solomon king 
< of Iſrael fin by theſe things? ſo that although among man 


nations there was no king like him, who was beloved of 
his God, and God made him king over all - Iſrael; yet 


even him did outlandiſh women caufe to fin. Shall we then 


(added he) hearken unto you, to do all this great evil, eo 


tranſgreſs againſt our God in marrying ſtrange wives??? 
Nor — exon thus with the meaneſt only, but, like a 


1 
1 


2 


de commamded vie Levites to canſe theniilves; and come 


mguages3 he contended with them to that degree, that 
he not only curſed them, but ſmiting ſome of them, he 


good judge, executing 3 impartially, he ſerved chem | 
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. - cery, adultery, ſwearin oppreſſing the labourer, 
the. widow, the — and the ſtranger. The people 
he impeached alſo of robbing God, in withholding the 

tythes and offerings. Which, being a part of the ceremo- 

nial law, and to the maintenance of the Le- 


re he ſharply 
nies of which t 
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are reckoned, at the leaſt, more than four hundred years ; 


in which time were many and great revolutions in the - 
Jewiſh ftate, and the church of God underwent moſt cruel 

ſufferings, from both the Grecians and the Romans; yet 
fince the account thereof is to be ſought, partly from the 
a hal books of the Maccabees, partly from other hiſto- 
ries of no better authority; having thus far followed the 
thread of Sacred Hiſtory, through all the books of the 
Old Teſtament, which are generally received as canonical, 
that I may not mix uncertainties with certainties, I here 


End of Vor. II. 
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